
Inside the spectacular 

Aston Martin GT3 and 
Porsche Cayman GT4 


NEW LOTUS 

Revealed - new Evora, 
Too little, too late? 


RETURN OF THE 
ROAD RACER 


FUTURE GT-R 

Say hello to the Nissan 
GT-R off-road buggy 


THE YEAR OF THE 


HATC 


Wm^V\CSj:HE TIME TOJU^QyR^DREA^ROpCEi.l?^ET.^ 


FEATURING 


New Focus ST v 

Best value hatches: 
Peugeot 208 GJ\ 30th 
V Ford Fiesta ST ^ ' 

, Whq pays£20kforan 
’80$ hatch \conl_ 

1000 miles acrbss’%L 
Europevi the original : 
Focus RS 

Analysis: new 4V4;F^c^j 
RS V Audi RSsVCMMBi 





HORSEPOWER 
TO THE PEOPLE 



Drivers of Britain, seize power. The thrilling MINI 5-door and 
3-door Hatch come with Twin Po wer Turbo engines, at prices 
to suit every pocket Power is no longer just for the wealthy. 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI Hatch Range: Urban 36.7-72.4 mpg (7.7-3.9 l/lOOkm). 
136-89 g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 





Extra Urban 58.9-91.1 mpg (4. 8-3.1 1/1 00km). Combined 47.9-83.1 mpg (5.9-3.4 1/ 100km). CO^ Emissions 



HEAD TURNER 
MEETS HEART 
STOPPER 

The new Lexus RC F 



One of the most amazing high performance sports cars 
we've ever created. Naturally aspirated, hand built 5.0-litre 
V8 with 470 bhp. The next chapter in the Lexus F Story, 
Discover more at Lexus.co.uk 


RCF 


®i-£XLJ5 

AMAZING IN MOTION 


RC F pncn itart from £59995. Modd dnown a RC F £&0jC)2Ql mdAlc pwM dt££)25. 

The MPG figures quoted Are loifced from aAculEU-reguldedtst resuftL They ere provided brcofnperAbdtlypiFpDses,, end may not reflect aduatdrMntgupeilenoeL 

RC F fuel consumption and CO; figures: urban 17,5 mpg (16,1 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 36.2 mpg ( 7.8 l/IOOkm), combined 26.2 mpg 


(10.8 l/IOOkm), 251g/km CO 2 (35% BIK) 


Subscriptions 

Telephone 0844 844 0039 
Email evo(g)servicehelpline.co.uk 

Online subscriber service www.subsinfo.co.uk 
Back issues 0844 844 0039 

Editorial 

Telephone 020 7907 6310 

Email eds(3)evo.co.uk Website www.evo.co.uk 
5 Tower Court, Irchester Road, Wollaston, 
Wellingborough, Northants NN29 7PJ, United Kingdom 





1 ISI 

SUE 2> 

07 J 

L 

APRri. 

2015 

J 


Ed Speak 


Editor 

Nick Trott 

Managing editor 

Stuart Gallagher 

Art director 

Rob Gould 

Features editor 

Henry Catchpole 

Website editor 

Hunter Skipworth 

Road test editor 

Dan Prosser 

Production editor 

Ian Eveleigh 

Fiim-maker 

Sam Riley 

Designer 

Will Beaumont 

Staff photographer 

Aston Parrott 

Staff writer 

Sam Sheehan 

Staff writer 

Antony Ingram 

Subeditor 

Richard Lane 

Contributing editor 

Jethro Bovingdon 

Contributing editor 

Richard Meaden 

Contributing editor 

David Vivian 

Contributing photographer 

Dean Smith 

Technicai correspondent 

Michael Whiteley 

Coiumnist 

Richard Porter 

Coiumnist 

Dario Franchitti 

Office manager 

JaneTownsend-Emms 


Contributors (words) 

Simon de Burton, Simon George, Matthew Hayward, 

Peter Tomalin, David Yu 

Contributors (pictures) 

Drew Gibson, Pete Gibson, Gus Gregory, Matt Howell, 

Olgun Kordal, Andy Morgan, Chris Rutter, Amy Shore 

It wouldn’t have been possible without 

Bedford Autodrome, Brynteg Holiday Park, James Cameron, 
Brett Fraset, Adam Gould, Hamish McAllister, Adam Shorrock, 
Tyres Northampton, Andy Wallace, Richard Usher and Blyton Park 


T 


THE NEWSSTAND COVER OF THIS MONTH^S EVO 

reads, ‘Why now’s the time to buy your dream pocket rocket’. There are a 
number of reasons for this, not least the overall competence and in some 
cases downright excellence of the cars in the current hot hatch market. 
Yes, the fast hatchback has truly come of age. So much so that a certain 
machine in this month’s issue has had my wallet twitching like no other 
new car since the BMW IM. For a while, my 911 was in danger of being part-exchanged. 

This, then, is a purple patch for the hot hatch. Fuel is cheaper than it has been for a long 
time in the UK and even the nuttiest hatches can yield 25mpg. With some smart finance 
you can also have most of the cars in our group test for around £250 a month. Add to this 
amazing practicality yet distinctive and - for the first time - mainly cohesive styling, and 
you have some seriously compelling cars. 

This month’s evo aims to summarise the hot hatch sector at this time. We make no 
apologies for placing the new Focus ST front and centre on the newsstand cover - the Fiesta 
ST is an utter gem and we have high hopes for its bigger brother. Then we have the Ford’s 
obvious rivals (the Golf GTI and Astra VXR) and the class hooligan (Renaultsport’s Megane 
275 Trophy). No hot hatch group test is complete without the fantastic SEAT Leon Cupra, 
and the Mini Cooper S - challenging looks aside - remains a sparkling entertainer. Many 
will be surprised that the Kia qualified for the group test, but evo has always championed 
the less obvious and, who knows, perhaps it can claim a scalp or two. 

Also in this issue, you’ll find a great piece from evo’s subeditor Richard Lane. We sent 
him to Cologne in his original 2003 Focus RS for an audience with the new Focus RS. This 
latest fast Ford has a hell of a fight on its hands, as Henry and Stuart analyse with reports 
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on the new Audi RS3 and Honda Civic Type R, respectively. The group test later this year 
will be epic. I wonder if a hot hatch will win the coveted evo Car of the Year title? I’d say so, 
if it wasn’t for the Cayman GT4 (pll). This car, as Walter Rohrl told evo.co.uk editor Hunter 
Skipworth, is ‘the perfect-handling car. . . a proper race car with a mid-mounted engine’. 

I hope you enjoy the tweaked and bigger Radar section. Our aim is to bring even more 
depth to the main stories and improve the overall presentation. We’ve launched three 
new pages: ‘Ambition’, which is a chat with a leading light in the 
performance car community; ‘Engage^, which is a page on interacting 
with the digital evo universe; and ‘Tyres’. I think that last one speaks 
for itself! Feel free to email your thoughts to nickt@evo.co.uk. 

evo has always strived to improve itself, and our recent ABC audit 
results prove the efforts aren’t in vain. I’m pleased to report that evo 
is the only UK modern motoring magazine to post a year-on-year 
increase in print sales. Thank you, as ever, for your support. 


Nick Trott Editor (@evoNickTrott) 
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evo app update! 


Have you checked out our 
updated evo app? Now with 
Improved stability, it gives you 
early access to news, reviews 
and features, plus access to a 
huge archive at no extra cost. 
Download it now for a free trial 
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BENTLEY 



Lower. Sleeker. Faster. Meaner. 

The Concinental GT V8 S. 

This new Continental pushes Bentley's V8 platform even further - with a re-calibrated engine, revised stability control 
and uprated chassis. And the car's sleek, sporty appearance is matched by new levels of exhilarating power and handling. 


Thm um* inid cHi 'B' In winfs dtvt» in otdtmtiia. O 2015 Btndvy Mowi Llmlctd. 



For more informa cion catl 0845 689 1625 or visit www.BenclttyMocors.com. #GTV8S 

Continental GT VS S Pud consumption - EU Drive Cycle in mpg (I/I 00 km): Urban 18.0 (15.7); 

Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8); Combined 26.4 (10.7). CO^ Emissions 250 g/km. 


ModtH ■Hewn: CdikItwiciI GT 5. 



> Ford SYNC with Voice Control 

The Fiesta is always on, 24 hours a day. With SYNC 
technology you're always connected to your music and phone, 
ford.co.uk/flesta 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/lOOkm) for the Fod Resta range: urban 33.6-76.4 (8.4-3.7X extra urban 62B-91.1 
(45-3.1X combined 47.9-85 6 {59-3.3) Official CO 2 emissions 13&-87g/km. 

The mpg figures qint«l flresnjrod fiomaffidBl EU-reguioted test results, M provided for cwrporflMtty purpnHond rray nc^ 

Vehicle shown h the Ford Fiesta Titanium X with optilonal Camh Blue pearlescent paint and 17^ spoke aUoy wheels- Ford SYNC with Vdlce Control works with 
compatiUe connected mobile phones oniy Seefodca uk SYNC standard on Zetec^ZetecS, IltMilum and 'RtantumX Optional extra on Style Not availabie on Studio 


Go Further 


Lotus debuts sharper New Aston Turbo power for Jaguar XE Coming soon 
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Porsche 


Ca5mian 

GT4 


BY JETHRO BOVINGDON 


T he cayman gt4 is under 

a crisp white cover when we arrive 
at a photographic studio just 
outside Stuttgart. We’re here to meet it in 
the metal and speak to the head of GT cars at 
Porsche Motorsport, Andreas Preuninger. 
I can trace the familiar shape, but at the 
back the big shelf is new and, as the cover 
doesn’t quite make it to the ground, the 
slender, graphite spokes of the wheels are 
peeping out and immediately say ‘GT3’. I 
breathe a sigh of relief. Just seeing it under 
that cover is enough to make me believe 
that this is a fully realised GT project: the 
Cayman we’ve all been waiting to see and 
drive. Oh, and it’s yellow. Porsche does 
yellow like nobody else. 

I guess I should wait for the studio 
assistants to carefully unpeel the cover and 
reveal the GT4 in all its glory. But I can’t. 
So while they chat with the PRs in the little 
kitchenette nearby, I just pull the cover 
back and gawp. I’ve had zero information 
about the GT4 prior to this moment other 
than the internet rumours. I still don’t 
know what engine it has, the power output 
or weight. Sheet crumpled in a heap on the 
floor at the back of the car, I don’t much 
care, either. Wow. I hurriedly compose a 
text to editor Trott. ‘The GT4 is so, so cool.’ 


TURN PAGE FOR MORE INFO 
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FIRST LOOK 


PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 


SO THIS IS IT. THE GT4. THE 
hardcore Cayman - track-focused, 
developed by the team that has given 
us a long line of inspirational GTS and 
RS models, the one we’ve all been 
dreaming about pretty much since 
the Cayman first arrived late in 2005. 
Sadly there’ll be no driving today, but 
we’ll get a deep dive into the tech, an 
audience with Preuninger and the 
chance to just spend a bit of time in its 
company. We’ll learn the price, too. 
Just £64,451. You’ll understand the 
‘just’ when you see what’s underneath 
the GT4’s skin. 

The things that grab you first? The 
wheels. Pure GTS. The wing. Pure 
motorsport. The stance. Just so much 
more serious-looking than even the 



Cayman GTS. Then it’s the subtle 
touches. The flared side air intakes 
with the little GT4 graphic. The 
absolutely gorgeous (and optional) 
carbonfibre seats, the even more 
gorgeous steering wheel (which 
is tiny - just S60mm in diameter 
compared with SSOmm for the usual 
SportDesign wheel in Caymans and 
991s), the bright yellow fabric pulls 
that replace the usual door release 
handles. It’s just deliciously executed. 
And that’s just the aesthetic stuff. 
Underneath, the attention to detail 
and specification is mouth-watering. 

Power comes from a revised 
version of the 3. 8 -litre 9A1 flat-six, 
as found in the 991 Carrera S. With 
a new crankcase, intake system and 


iFor now, 
the Cayman 
GT4will 
be offered 
only with 
a six-speed 
mcinual 
gearbox 
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BY JETHRO BOVINGDON 



various other components to allow it 
to fit, power is 380bhp at 7400rpm 
and torque is 3101b ft from 4750 to 
6000rpm. It revs to 7800rpm and 
we’re promised that the power figures 
are on the conservative side. For now, 
the GT4 will be offered only with a 
six-speed manual gearbox. 

The suspension components are 
either borrowed from the 991 GT3 
(essentially the entire front end), 
or are completely bespoke. That 
means, at the front, the GT4 has 
inverted dampers and retains the 
PASM system found on the GT3. 
There are also forged aluminium split 
wishbones allowing shims to be used 
for more camber for trackday goers. 


At the rear there’s a whole new setup 
designed for stiffness and response. 
The dampers are height adjustable 
and feature helper springs. 

Adjustable anti-roll bars appear 
front and rear. There’s no GT3-like 
rear-wheel steering, but with the 
natural advantages of a mid-engined 
layout it was deemed unnecessary. 
Brakes are lifted from the GT3, and 
PGGB carbon ceramics are an option. 
Despite having a heavier engine, an 
extra radiator, and bigger wheels, 
tyres and brakes, the GT4 weighs 
1340kg - 5kg less than a Gayman 
GTS. So it should stop just fine. 

It goes pretty well, too. Porsche 
claims a top speed of 183mph and 


0-62mph in 4.4sec. As revealed by 
Preuninger (overleaf), the GT4 was 
never supposed to be about ‘the 
numbers’, but even so it’s going to be 
a serious trackday machine. The final 
Niirburgring lap time hasn’t yet been 
set, but Porsche is confident it will 
record at most 7min 40sec. 

Front tyre width is exactly the same 
as the GT3’s - a 245 -section - and the 
rear wheels are shod with a new and 
bespoke 295 -section tyre. The six- 
speed ’box runs the same ratios as the 
GTS, which we’ve found to be overly 
long in the past, but Preuninger 
promises the 3.8-litre engine helps it 
pull them pretty well. There’s also a 
mechanical limited-slip differential. 


There’s so much more, too, and 
from reprofiled door mirrors to 
revised wheelarch liners, the level of 
change is extraordinary. 

Aerodynamic performance is a 
match for a 911 GT3, helped once 
again by the mid-engined layout that 
has allowed the rear underbody of the 
car to make the airflow work so much 
harder. The Gayman GT4 produces 
around 100kg of downforce at its 
top speed. But forget the 183mph 
potential and revel in a new Porsche 
that puts the driver right at the core of 
the experience. ‘This is for customers 
who don’t want to chase the last 
tenth,’ says Preuninger. ‘It’s about 
emotion.’ Amen to that. 



BRAKES 

The GT4 doesn’t want 
for anything in the 
braking department. 
Standard kit is six-piston 
caiipers with 380mm 
cast-iron discs front, 
four-piston with 340mm 
rear. PCCBs are optionai. 


ENGINE 

TheGT4’s3.8-iitre 
fiat-six comes from 
the 991 Carreras, but 
has been reworked for 
the Cayman. Power 
isconservativeiy 
estimated at380bhp, 
14bhpdownonthe 911. 


TYRES 

Porsche Motorsport has 
worked with Micheiin to 
produce a Piiot Sport 
Cup 2 to suit the GT4. 
The 245-section front 
tyre is the same size as 
theGT3’s:the rear runs a 
bespoke 295-section. 


BODYWORK 

Porsche Motorsport’s 
take on the Cayman has 
resuited in a famiiiar 
Porsche GTiook, with an 
aggressive front bumper 
with iarger air intakes, 
iarger side intakes and 
an adjustabie rear wing. 


TURN PAGE FOR MORE INFO 
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FIRST LOOK 


PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 




INTERIOR 

Drop into the carbonfibre-shelled seats and 
the GT4 instantly feels very special indeed. The 
Alcantara-trimmed steering wheel feels gorgeous, 
the fabric door-pulls that replace the usual handles 
are a knowing and grin-inducing nod to RS models, 
and the big spoiler sends a little spike of adrenalin 
down your back when you glance up into the 
rear-view mirror. The seats are optional (£1907) 
and there is also a Clubsport option (£2670) that 
includes a roll-cage; the rear section comes fitted 
but the front section will be delivered with the car 
for customers to have installed if they so choose. 

You could, of course, go crazy with options on 
Porsche’s configurator, but we’d keep it simple. 


The GT4 is unique 
in the marketpiace, 
uniess you’re 
prepared to think 
outside the box. With 
near identicai power 
and weight figures 
(375bhp and 1330kg), 
a six-speed manuai 
and simiiar trackday 
engineering, the 
996 GT3RSisa 
very ciose match. 
However, set against 
fast-appreciating 
RS modeis, the 
GT4 iooks iike an 
exceiient bargain. 


380bhp 

13 % 

The power 
increase the GT4 
has over the 
Cayman GTS 

illM 

The level of 
downforce 
produced at top 
speed (183mph) 


RIVAL 


PORSCHE 
996 GT3 RS 


r BODYWORK 

: WHEELS 

(m) INTERIOR 

DRIVETRAIN 

An additional radiator 

They may look like the 

Being a Porsche 

The GT4’sdrivetrain 

at the Cayman GT4’s 

991 GT3’s multi-spoke 

Motorsport car, you can 

is everything we could 

prow has resulted in a 

alloys, but the GT4 

order your Cayman GT4 

ask for and more. A six- 

bespoke, 911 GT3-style 

forgoes centre-locks 

in Clubsport spec. This 

speed manual ’box is the 

front bumper featuring 

and uses Turbo hubs. 

means you can sit on 

only transmission option 

larger intakes. The 

The wheels are 8.5 x20in 

carbon-shelled seats. 

for now and torque 

aggressive design is 

at the front and a huge 

surrounded by a roll- 

vectoring is shunned for 

furthered by a spoiler. 

11x20inatthe rear. 

cage, front and rear. 

a mechanical diff. 
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THE BIG NUMBER 


millimetres; as in 
the diameter of 
the optional PCCB 
carbon ceramic discs. 
‘I would say the 
GT4 is gently over- 
engineered,’ says 
Andreas Preuninger 



Aerodynamics 


The aim was to make 
the Cayman GT4 a 
zero-lift car. Because 
of its mid-engine 
configuration, 
the underbody 
aerodynamics are 
much easier to manage 
than on the 911, which 
has allowed Porsche’s 
engineers to far 
exceed their targets. 


TECH CLOSE-UP 

Suspension 


Forged aluminium 
wishbones: aluminium 
inverted dampers 
with ball bearing top 
mounts from the GT3: 
helper springs at the 
rear; adjustable anti- 
roll bars with three 
settings: Normal and 
Sport settings for the 
PASM. The attention to 
detail is remarkable. 




Steering 


Porsche Motorsport 
has worked hard on the 
software tune of the 
electric power steering 
and has hinted that it’s 
even better than the 
GT3’s excellent setup. 
The smaller, 918 
Spyder-inspired 
steering wheel is 
360mm in diameter 
(down from 380mm). 


KEY COMPONENTS 

The GT4’s gorgeous 20-inch wheels 
are clearly inspired by the 991 
GT3’s, but instead of centre-locks, 
it’s a five-lug design. The hubs are 
borrowed from the 991 Turbo so 
should be able to withstand all the 
abuse you could ever hurl at them. 
Tyres are Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2s, 
which we know are incredibly grippy 
but also progressive, and work much 
better in wet weather than previous- 
generation Cup rubber. The GT4 
should sneak under 7:40 at the Ring 
when the lap time is set in April. 



SPECIFICATION 


Engine 

Flat-six, 3800CC 

Power 

380bhp (a) 7400rpm 

Torque 

3101b ft @ 4700- 
aOOOrpm 

0 - 62 mph 

4.4sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

183mph (claimed) 

Weight 

1340kg (288bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

£64,451 



THE MAN IN CHARGE 

Andreas Preuninger 


7 


T’S A TOTALLY NEW 
approach on the Cayman 
platform - the first GT car. 
We are very proud and very excited 
about the project because this is 
something Cayman enthusiasts have 
been waiting for since day one. It’s a 
pure [Porsche] Motorsport car. All 
the same people who made the GTS 
were on this project as well. It’s a little 
brother for the GTS and has inherited 
a lot of good stuff from that car. 

Tt’s got the S. 8 -litre engine that’s 
known from the Carrera S, so I would 
say, in a good way, that’s old- school 
hot-rodding - put a bigger engine in 
the thing. It didn’t fit at first - there’s a 
different crankcase, a different intake 
and also a beefed-up gearbox from 
the Cayman GTS, which has a dual- 
mass flywheel that’s almost as light 
as a single-mass unit, plus Dynamic 
Engine Mounts. I guess we’ve created 
a whole new package and it works 
sensationally. 

Tt has 380bhp but that’s GT 
horsepower, so it’s at least 380bhp at 
an elevation of 10,000ft and in 40C 
heat. . . No, I’m kidding, but you know 
we are always conservative about our 
power figures. It’s 380-ish I would 
say, and feels more. Combined with 
that mid-engined “stick-like-glue” 
handling, it makes you smile. We’ve 
just come back from the last tests in 
southern Italy and it was such a blast. 
I can’t remember having such fun in 
a car for a long time. I envy everyone 
who’s been able to get one! 

‘We have a manual transmission 
because there was a call for that 
from all over the world. Since the 
introduction of the 991 GT3 there are 
a lot of customers that want to shift - 
want to get involved. They don’t care 
too much about the last tenth. It’s 
about emotion, it’s about connection 
and having a car that talks to you. It 
all comes together in a beautifully 
balanced package.’ 
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FIRST LOOK 


LOTUS EVORA 400 



Lotus Evora 
takes on a 
hard edge 

More power and revised 
aerodynamics for the new 
Evora 400 as Lotus takes 
another swing at Stuttgart 


O aero 

The400’s nose design 
is aii-new, with every 
eiement now having a 
clear function. The air 
vents are composite and 
headlight performance 
has been improved. 
Frontal drag is up, but 
aerodynamics have 
improved overall. 


Q CHASSIS 

The wheels are 
manufactured by the 
same company that 
produces the wheels for 
McLaren’s PI. Michelin 
replaces Pirelli as the 
tyre supplier. The 
brakes have four-piston 
calipers, with 370mm 
discs front, 350mm rear. 


0 BODYWORK 

Lotus has trimmed its 
colour options down 
from nearly 30 to just 
nine, and there will 
now be three interior 
trim options to choose 
from instead of five. 
Given Lotus’s modest 
volumes, this is down to 
supply chain economics. 


T his is the first 

substantially new Lotus to 
leave the Hethel production 
line under the stewardship of Jean- 
jVIarc Gales, the company’s new chief 
executive officer. Called the Evora 
400, it replaces the original 2+2 Evora 
that was first launched six years ago. 

Following its debut at the Geneva 
show in jVIarch, the new Evora will 
complete its final testing programme 
before production starts in June and 
first deliveries begin on August 1. 

This is no quick redesign to breathe 
new life into an old model, however. 
Under Gales’ stewardship the Hethel 
team has worked around the clock 
for nine months to design a new body 
and develop an extruded aluminium 
chassis featuring lower and narrower 
sills, primarily to improve access to 
the cabin. There has also been an 
interior makeover addressing the 
quality and fit of materials. 

The 400 is 40mm wider than the 


original Evora inside and there’s an 
extra 50mm of headroom. Lotus has 
also managed to increase the rear 
bench’s width by 280mm thanks to 
improved packaging and redesigned 
seats. A switch from Recaro to Sparco 
has not only resulted in lighter yet less 
expensive front seats featuring new 
side airbags crucial for the car to be 
approved for US sales, but passengers 
in the back can now put their feet 
under them, too. 

The new exterior, designed by 
Russell Carr - the man responsible for 
the original Evora - follows Lotus’s 
philosophy of supercar performance 
and design. There’s an entirely new 
front end and the rear is also fresh, 
except for the lights. Consequently, 
the Evora 400 has a wider and lower 
stance than before. 

Despite sitting closer to the 
ground, one thing the Evora 400 does 
keep is the outgoing car’s chassis, 
retaining the independent double 
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wishbone suspension all-round but 
with new spring rates. The new 19- 
inch front wheels and 20 -inch rears 
wear 235/30 and 285/30 Michelin 
Pilot Super Sports respectively, Lotus 
having switched from Pirelli. 

The Evora 400 sticks with 
Toyota’s 3. 5 -litre supercharged V6, 
but revisions to the ECU, induction 
system and the ’charger itself have 
seen power increase to 400bhp (up 
from the Evora S’s 345) and torque 
to 3021b ft (up from 295). The six- 
speed manual gearbox is retained and 
features a Quaife mechanical limited- 
slip diff as standard. An Aisin auto 
’box will be available as an option. 

When it arrives this summer, the 
Evora 400 will likely cost £9000 more 
than the outgoing £67,900 Evora S. It 
will be followed by a new Roadster 
version with a removable carbonfibre 
roof panel, while additional models 
are also planned, including a 
trackday-style Cup model. 



PERFORMANCE 



The new Evora’s 
400bhp power figure 
puts it in direct 
competition with the 
Porsche 911 Carrera S, 
with Lotus ciaiming 
its new 1415kg coupe 
wiii reach 60mph in 
4.1sec and top 186mph 
- O.Ssec and 14mph 
improvements on the 
outgoing Evora S. The 
Porsche, for reference, 
registers a 0-62mph 
time of 4.5 seconds 
and hits a top speed of 
188mph. The Carrera S 
costs £83,545. 



STYLE 



Carr and his team have increased the Evora’s ievels of downforce - the 400 
develops 32kg at 150mph - but have kept the Evora S’s overall efficiency. In the 
flesh, the new machine has gained an aggressive streak that was missing from 
the original. The design language is a hint of a new Lotus styling philosophy. 



INTERIOR 


The Evora’s interior design hasn’t 
changed greatly. However, what 
has improved is the quality of the 
materials used. The 400’s leather is 
from a new supplier and there are 
new seats, new instrument graphics 
and improved ventilation and 
demisting systems. 


THE BOSS 

Jean-Marc Gales took 
over at Lotus nine 
months ago and the 
400 is the first new 
model under his watch. 
‘It’s lighter, more 
powerful, more grown 
up, but extreme, and it 
has better aero. It’s a 
pure Lotus,’ he says. 




Gales claims the Evora 400 offers 
Carrera S performance for Carrera 
money. That’s a tough benchmark, 
but Lotus says It Is confident 


sec quicker 
lapping Hethel 
than the old 
Evora S 


SPECIFICATION 

Engine 

V6,3456cc, 

supercharged 

Power 

400bhp @ 7000rpm 

Torque 

3021b ft @ 3500rpm 

0-60mph 

4.1sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

186mph (claimed) 

Weight 

1415kg (287bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

£76,900 (est) 
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FIRST LOOK 


ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE GTS 


Aston Martin 
Vantage GTS 

The fastest, most extreme Aston to 
have been developed at Gaydon 
since the One-77 is here 



H ow LONG HAVE WE 
wanted, and waited, to say 
this? Aston Martin has built 
a GTS road car based on the Vantage 
platform. It’s every bit as dramatic as 
we’d hoped, but crikey it comes at a 
cost, and there are some very strong 
rivals out there ready to take it on. 

The GTS is the car that Aston’s 
engineers have always wanted to 
build, too - there hasn’t been a raw, 
focused road-racer from Gaydon in 
recent years and yet the Vantage has 
been established (and winning) in 
a number of motorsport categories 
since 2006. Since then, Aston has 
built a further four versions of 
the Vantage race car - the GT4 (a 
slim-hipped V8 gentleman’s racer), 
the GT2 (a lairy, wide-arched V8 
monster), and the current GTE (V8) 
and 2013 British GT Championship- 
winning GTS (wide-bodyV12). 

Aston Martin claims that the 
transition from track to road has 


been relatively quick, citing the fact 
that it has only been involved in GTS 
racing with the Vantage since 2012. 
However, evo understands that a 
number of engineers have wanted to 
create a hardcore version of a road car 
since the DBR9 won the GTl class at 
Le Mans in 2007. It can’t have been 
easy to watch rivals Ferrari, Porsche 
and Mercedes scoring significant 
brand points by launching road 
versions of their respective 458, GTS 
and SLS racers in recent years. 

Work on the road-going GTS began 
12 months ago, following Ulrich Bez’s 
departure from the top job at Gaydon. 
The management team at the time 
developed the programme, and when 
new CEO Andy Palmer (a racing 
enthusiast) arrived from Nissan in 
October last year, he approved the 
project for manufacture. 

The GTS is lighter and more 
powerful than the VI 2 Vantage S 
- 100kg has been shaved from the 
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weight, with the GTS weighing 
1565kg. By comparison, a Porsche 
991 GTS (with half the number of 
cylinders) weighs 14S0kg. Power 
from the VI 2 is up from 565bhp at 
6750rpm to 592bhp at 7000rpm, 
while the Sportshift III clutchless 
manual ’box from the VI 2 Vantage S 
remains, albeit with quicker shifts. 

The body is suitably extrovert. 
Wider, carbonfibre wings feature, 
as does a carbonfibre bonnet, an 
optional carbonfibre roof and 
optional polycarbonate rear windows. 
The rear wing is lS90mm across, 
and remarkably both it and the front 
splitter pass pedestrian safety regs. 

Just 100 examples will be built, 
priced at £250,000. And if you 
think that’s steep, many parts are 
optional (see above), meaning the 
most lightweight GTS will cost closer 
to £300,000. Oh, and while Aston 
won’t confirm it, wouldn’t a Roadster 
version be great? Imagine the noise! 


O DIFF & GEARBOX 

Rear/mid-mounted, paddleshift-operated 
Sportshift III seven-speed automated 
manual gearbox, calibrated for quicker 
shifts. Limited-slip differential and a 
carbonfibre propshaft also feature. 


0 BODY & CHASSIS 

Familiar extruded bonded aluminium 
structure with magnesium alloy, composite 
and steel elements. Bodywork - except the 
doors - is made from carbonfibre. A wider 
track results from different wheel offset. 


0 WHEELS & TYRES 

19-inch, seven-spoke forged alloys are 
standard. Centre-lock and magnesium 
wheels are an option. Fronts are 9.5in wide, 
rears llin. Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres 
are 265-section (front), 325-section (rear). 


DOWNFORCE 



The Vantage GT3 
produces seven times 
more aerodynamic 
downforce than 
the V12 Vantage S 
road car, and twice 
the downforce of a 
Vantage GT4 race car. 


WEIGHT 

Key savings are from 
the carbon bodywork 
(30kg), a lithium-ion 
battery (18kg), the 
titanium exhaust 
(18kg), a magnesium 
rather than aluminium 
torque tube (7kg) and 
optional magnesium 
wheels (just 9kg per 
set, claims Aston). 

An additional 18kg is 
saved via lightweight 
seats, carbon door 
casings and manual 






Underneath the warpaint lies Aston’s most extreme aerodynamic package 

The graphics do a good job of distracting you from the GT3’s aerodynamic 
features, of which there are many. Engineered using knowledge from Aston’s 
racing operations, the bodywork features a 1390mm-wide rear wing and a 
pronounced front splitter. From tip to tail, the latest Vantage is 145mm longer 
than a V12 Vantage. The track is wider too: 15mm at the front, 33mm at the rear. 

12 cyiinders but no turbos... 

The all-alloy, 48-valve, 5935cc V12 
is pushed to nearly 600bhp. New 
features include magnesium inlet 
manifolds with revised geometry, 
plus a lightweight titanium exhaust. 
It’s the most powerful Aston V12, 
bar the One-77’s 7.3-litre unit. 


E I 

INTERIOR 

Flighlights include 
exposed carbon seats 
and door casings, and 
magnesium paddle- 
shifters. Satnav and 
DAB are standard, and 
a premium B&O sound 
system is an option. 
Alternatively, you could 
listen to that engine... 





SIS AMG BLACK series 

Same front-engine/RWD layout 
(albeit with a V8) and simiiar 
reiiance on aerodynamics, but 
more power (622bhp), more 
torque (468ib ft), and a higher top 
speed (196mph). A true gem. 


POWER 

592blip @ 
/OOOrpm 

impressed? 

A Ferrari F12 
deiivers 730bhp 
at 8250rpm... 


SPECIFICATION 

Engine 

V12, 5935CC 

Power 

592bhp @ 7000rpm 

Torque 

4611b ft @ 5500rpm 

0-60mph 

3.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

185mph (claimed) 

Weight 

1565kg (384bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

£250,000 
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NEWS 


FERRAR t 4 8 8 GTB 



Ferrari 488 GTB 

The era of naturally aspirated mid-engined 
Ferraris is over, but wait untii you see the 
numbers attached to this new twin-turbo V8... 


F orty years ago Ferrari launched 
the 308 GTB, and so began a 
model line that has evolved to 
briji^ us some of the most wonderful 
Maranello -built road cars of all 
time. This latest, the 488 GTB, looks 
to tontiiiue the tradition and is the 
guccessor to the scintillating 458. 

M^ng its debut at the Geneva 
motor show in March, the new 
mid-engined Ferrari will ditch its 
predecessor’s naturally aspirated 
45'litre V8 for an all-new 3.9-litre, 
twin-tmbocharged V8. Its 
specification may look similar to the 
turbocharged powerplant found in 
the California, but Ferrari assures us 
that it's a suitably different motor. 
Incidentally, the car’s model name 
comes from dividing the engine’s 
cubic capacity by the number of 
cylinders, should you be wondering. 

The switch to turbos will give 
Ferrari’s new supercar a serious 
step up in performance. Its peak 
power output of 661bhp at 8000rpm 
is nearly lOObhp more than the 
outgoing 458 Italia’s and 64bhp over a 
Speciale. Torque, meanwhile, swells 
from 3981b ft at bOOOrpm to 5601b ft 


at 3000rpm, although that figure is 
only realised when the revised seven- 
speed dual-clutch ’box is in top gear. 

In terms of performance, Ferrari 
claims 3.0sec to 62mph, 8.3sec to 
124mph and a top speed of more than 
205mph, all of which equal or better 
the Speciale. Naturally the new 488 
GTB completes a lap of the company’s 
Fiorano circuit quicker than evo’s 
current Car of the Year, too, posting a 
Imin 23sec - five-tenths quicker than 
the Speciale. 

The updated gearbox features 
Variable Torque Management, as 
found on the California T, which 
should result in an even spread of 
torque across the rev range rather 
than a vicious spike when the turbos 
have spooled up. The car’s electronic 
aids have also been updated to help 
manage the increase in power and 
torque, while Ferrari has evolved its 
side slip angle control system (now 
SSC2) to facilitate greater corner exit 
speeds. New for SSC2 is integration 
with the active dampers (as well as 
the Fl-Trac stability control system 
and the E-Diff, as before), resulting in 
an improvement in body control and 



0 ENGINE 

The 488 GTB’s new 3.9-litre 
twin-turbo V8 makes it the 
first blown mid-engined 
Ferrari road car since the 
F40. Peak power is 661bhp 
with peak torque at 5601b ft 
(190bhp and 1341b ft up on 
the F40, although the 488 is 
260kg heavier). 


0 CHASSIS 

The 488 GTB is an evolution 
of the 458 Italia and its 
chassis retains much of 
its predecessor’s assets. 
Work has concentrated 
on integrating Ferrari’s 
updated side slip angle 
control system with the 
active dampers. 


0 AERO 

Like many supercars, 
the 488 GTB’s design is 
functional. There’s a new 
active front spoiler and the 
active rear aero is linked to 
a blown spoiler that 
increase downforcebv 
50 per cent over the 456^ 
without increasingdrag. 
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an increase in stability. SSC2 is also 
claimed to allow even greater slip 
angles before intervening. Many of 
the 488 GTB’s new electronic systems 
have been developed off the back of 
Ferrari’s XX programme. 

Designed in-house at the Ferrari 
Styling Centre, the new car benefits 
from 50 per cent more downforce 
than the 458, as well as a reduction in 
drag. In order to achieve both goals, 
the design team focused on key areas, 
such as a new double front spoiler, 
which also offers improved thermal 
efficiency for the radiators positioned 
either side of the nose. The two 
central ‘pylons’ are combined with a 
deflector that channels air towards 
the flat floor, while active rear 
elements are coupled with a ‘blown’ 
spoiler. With the latter channelling 
air from the base of the glass engine 
cover and under the spoiler itself, 
the overall result is a 50 per cent 



SPECIFICATION 


Engine 

V8, 3902CC, twin- 
turbocharged 

Power 

661bhp @ 8000rpm 

Torque 

5601b ft (5) 3000rpm 

0-62mph 

3.0sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

205mph+ (ciaimed) 

Weight 

1370kg (490bhp/ton) 

Basic price 

£190,000 (est) 


increase in downforce over the 458 
Italia. In order to position the diffuser 
at the optimum height, the exhaust 
tailpipes have also been repositioned. 

Inside, the infotainment system 
has new graphics and controls, and 
the air vents and instrument panel 
have also been revised. The multi- 
function steering wheel remains, 
however, and the dashboard and 
centre tunnel are still two separate 
items, which is a customer favourite 
by all accounts. 

Ferrari is yet to confirm a price, 
but expect an increase over the 
outgoing 458’s. As with all previous 
mid-engined V8 Ferraris, we can 
also expect a gentle roll-out of 
derivatives, starting with a Spyder 
and followed by a replacement for the 
458 Speciale and Speciale A. There is, 
too, the small matter of what happens 
when the 488 GTB lines up against 
McLaren’s new 675 LT. We can’t wait. 


THE LAST GREAT V8? 

Will we miss the normally aspirated 
Ferrari V8? Yes, undoubtedly. The 
first, in the 308, was reputedly 
a derivative of Ferrari’s 1964 FI 
engine, designed by Angelo Bellei, 
and although it had carbs and a 
measly displacement of 2927cc 
(de-bored to just 1991cc for the 
208!) its basic architecture of 90 
degrees in the V and a flat-plane 
crank would remain right up until 
the 458 Speciale. We know the 
new turbocharged V8 will still rev, 
but it’s the naturally aspirated 
sound that I think we’ll miss most. 
An F355 with a Capristo exhaust 
must produce one of the greatest 
noises known to man and my ears 
still ring with the mesmeric yowl of 
the Speciale we had in Scotland for 
eCoty last year. Henry Catchpole 
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GT-R LM NISMO 

NISSAN COULD TURN 
■verything we think we know 
about racing on its head by 
•rtering a front-wheei-drive 
race car at Le Mans this year. 

The GT-R LM Nismo is 
powered by a front-mounted 
twin-turbo V6 and energy 
ricovery system (ERS) that 
together produce around 


1250bhp. To cope with this, 
the car features 14in-wide 
tyres at the front. The rears, 
however, are oniy 9in wide. 

Ben Bowiby, Nissan’s LMP1 
team principai and designer 
of the DeitaWing race car, 
says the car’s weight bias and 
downforce centre of pressure 
have aiso moved forward. 



SEAT LEON COPRA ULTiMATE SUBS 


A NEW PERFORMANCE pack for 
the three-door SEAT Leon Cupra 
280 promises Renaultsport- 
rivalling Nurburgring lap times 
for a great deal less cash than a 
Megane 275 Trophy-R. 

Comprising 19in wheels, 
larger brakes with Brembo 
calipers and optional Michelin 
Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres from the 


regular Sub8 pack, the £4200 
Ultimate option also sheds 
weight. Climate control, four 
speakers, the centre console 
armrest and rear air vents have 
all been sacrificed. 

The 276bhp 2-litre turbo 
engine remains, however, as 
does a mechanical locking diff. 
And it’s all yours for £31,410. 


949,000 

That’s how many 
MX-5s Mazda has 
sold worldwide 
since 1987. The new 
model arrives in the 
autumn. 


J.lsGC 

Tesla’s Model S 
P85D will hit 
60mph quicker 
than a McLaren FI, 
following a recent 
software update. 



Last time a Nissan 
GT-R won the 
Bathurst 12 Hours. 
Its R35-gen progeny 
has just achieved 
the same feat. 


NEWVAUXHALLCORSAVXR 


SET TO COMPETE with the Ford 
Fiesta ST and Peugeot 208 GTi, 
the latest Corsa VXR packs a 
turbocharged 1.6-litre four-pot 
boasting 202bhp and 2061b ft. 

Vauxhall has beefed up the 
new Corsa’s bodywork for its VXR 
transformation, with a styling kit 
that includes a large bumper vent 
and a downforce-generating rear 
spoiler. 18in wheels are optional. 

Koni dampers, revised steering 


settings and an optional Drexler 
limited-slip differential should 
ensure plenty of fun. The VXR 
makes its debut at the Geneva 
motor show. 
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AMBITION MANAGING DIRECTOR, NOBLE AUTOMOTIVE 


Peter 

Boutwood 

Peter Boutwood has been at 
the |ielm of Leicestershire- 
based Nobie Automotive for 15 
year^. Here he outlines his five 
ambitions for the company 
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Finish the M600 
Speedster and get it 
on saie 



Produce a smaiier 
engine and a more 
affordabie Nobie 



YEARS 


Within 15 years Nobie 
needs to be making a 
more mainstream car 



Within 20 years 
Nobie shouid be 
standing on its own 
two feet 



Nobie shouid buiid on 
the respect it has in 
the car industry 


441 sell the car in every sense; 
I do the demos. Ron Dennis 
doesn’t do that at McLaren 99 


(Ti AND MOST 

I immediate ambition is to 

JL w JL get the M600 Speedster 
finished and on sale. We’re nearly there 
and it’ll be the first time we’ve offered 
a paddleshift. It’s a departure for Noble 
but in some markets, the Middle East 
for instance, a manual gearchange is 
culturally unacceptable. 

‘It will have auto mode and launch 
control, but it’s a single -clutch Graziano 
’box. I still wanted to keep a little bit of 
the rawness. Double-clutch is lovely but 
it isn’t as exciting. This is more like an 
early racing car. With the launch control 
and paddleshift I think the M600 will go 
under three seconds to 60. 

‘Would we prefer to sell all manual 
cars? Yeah we would, actually. We could 
challenge certain hypercars as far as 
technology is concerned but, really, 
that’s not our bag. What we’re about is 
the reward for the driver and we want 
to keep that reward. It would be wrong 
of us to abandon what we set out to do - 
that’s our niche. But denying customers 
paddles? It’s not for us to say. It will open 
up the M600 to customers who might 
be less confident with the manual car. 
That’s good. I drive an automatic day-to- 
day. If I’m not out for a blast, I do find it a 
pain having to change gear all the time, 
especially in traffic. 

‘After that, I have some ideas. One of 
the problems with expanding markets 
is the different taxation laws they have. 
A lot of car companies now are doing 
less powerful engines to get around it. 
China, I think, levies about 150 per cent 
tax on our car. As you can imagine, that 
makes it quite expensive. So I’m looking 
at doing a car with a smaller engine, 
maybe an M500. It would probably 
have the same body with a few cosmetic 
changes. Same chassis, same approach 
- but maybe with just a little less power, 
SOObhp instead of 650. 

‘Going forward, I don’t want Noble 
to be huge. Our ambition is not to 
make more and more cars. I would 
like to make 20 cars a year instead of 
ten, but I’d like to keep the quality as 
high. I would love to do an affordable 
supercar. The M12 was a very popular 
car but it was severely flawed in many 
ways. It wasn’t really complete from an 
engineering standpoint. A great car but 
terrible to work on and unreliable. I’d 
love to be able to do a sub -£ 15 Ok car for 


those people who love our cars. We have 
a huge fan base, but most people can’t 
afford a quarter- of-a-million-pound car. 

‘There is, however, a possibility we 
could do something. What would we 
sacrifice? Well, obviously, we could 
sacrifice the M600’s engine. It’s an 
expensive piece. The chassis could stay. 
We’d have to sacrifice carbon. Once 
you’ve set up the moulds, the difference 
between carbon and glassfibre isn’t vast. 
Thing is, people do great affordable 
sports cars already. And that’s our 
problem. I think a lot depends on where 
regulations are heading, whether it 
will be illegal to not have ABS, airbags 
and so on. They’re the things small 
manufacturers like Noble really can’t do. 

‘I don’t want to lose our ethos of doing 
drivers’ cars. A lot of journalists have 
said the M600 is the nearest thing to 
an F40. We did test the M600 against 
an F40 and the Ferrari’s turbo lag and 
poor build quality were obvious. But 
spiritually, the F40 is beautiful. There’s 
something endearing and very tactile 
about it. It’s an experience, and I think 
it’s the same with an M600 - the fact that 
it’s very analogue, but there’s something 
about the spiritual side of it that people 
seem to “get”. 

‘Ten years... To build on the respect 
we have within the industry. Because 
the M600 is so rare there’s some 
misunderstanding out there. We’re not 
a kit-car manufacturer. It’s an inherited 
criticism from the previous cars. People 
considering the car usually ask us, “Will 
you be here in five years’ time?” Yes. And 
of all the cars we’ve ever built, no one 
has sold one on. That’s a record I’d like to 
continue. And so far, touch wood, there 
have been no accidents with the M600. 

‘Fifteen years... I’d like to see Noble 
as a properly established supercar 
company, possibly making a more 
mainstream car. A 911 rival? No, I don’t 
think we could ever match the pricing. 
But very few people from our fan base 


can actually buy the car, so it is an 
ambition. 

‘Will I still be at the helm? If I don’t 
die, yes. I don’t want to sound arrogant 
but I think one of the great things about 
Noble is that it has a recognisable person 
at its head. I sell the car in every sense; 
I do the demos. Ron Dennis doesn’t do 
that at McLaren. So, there is a face to the 
company, which I think is important. It’s 
great to meet people, even if they’re not 
going to buy an M600. And that’s why I’d 
like to do the more affordable car. 

‘Twenty years... Well, I won’t be 
here, will I? I’d be the oldest MD in the 
world, definitely the oldest test-driver. 
Hopefully, by the time it is time for me 
to go, unless something tragic happens, 
we will be established enough that Noble 
can stand on its own two feet. That’s not 
to say it can’t, but I think it would be 
difficult at the moment. You know what? 
I love the company, I love what we do.’ 


NOBLE BY NAME, NOBLE BY NATURE 

In issue 186, evo compared the greatest 
‘analogue’ supercars. The only current 
production car on the list? The Nobie 
M600. We iove that car. 

For a company producing iow- 
voiume supercars that major on high 
ieveis of driver interaction, Nobie is 
pretty much fiying soio. However, the 
men and women at Leicester wiii be 
aware that Nobie’s point of difference 
is aiso its Achiiies’ heei - excuse the 
generaiisation but most emerging 
markets iove tech, automatics, and 
‘friendiy’ supercars. 

However, the harder Nobie’s rivais 
push modern tech and driver systems 
on customers, the starker its point of 
difference becomes. It’s a fantastically 
honest and resolute approach that we 
hope transfers to a smaller car - and 
sooner rather than later. Nick Trott 
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Fuel consumpUon figut«s for Juke range: URaAfl 2mt.4mpg (9.M.6/100ki?i), EXTRA URBAN 47.1-7B.4mpg (6J)-3.7/1l)nan), COMBliiEO 38.2-70L6inpg (7.4-4J)/100kni), C(h emiseions 1E9-104g/kRi. 








NEW NISSAN JUKE 

TESTED TO THRILL 


Nissan Juke has been pushed to new limits with a series of new 
features. At its heart Ires the incredibly responsive Direct Injection 
Turbo engine and NissanConnect which places an array ot 
navigation, aociai media and communication features at your 
fingertips.* With a bold new look and colour personalisation options 
to play with, youll really be able to express your inner thrill seeker. 

Put yourself to the test with the Britieh-buift Nissan juke and visit 
nissan . co.uk/nevvjuke 


MPS (Iguies trt obtfdf«d tborttoiy t6sttn^ and Ifvtended lof oonparlaona bciMen and ma^ not reif«1l ret df^ng raau ts Upetka Turtt« angirw NtaurComect iivti iti seeded mode t ony Model thown la a dvite Tekw^ 
Dptiofta EdierioH-paclc nefortodflafriornuidspecifi^^ Mode taub^lnanlaUity nrfwniattDncorTectaittinieoi going Nfuan Motvfse) Ltd, Tl^idvers Office l^Vl1^[>Dr1ttlmW«^.RIclEmaf‘tgwof1^^l4v^ttord^ 
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JAGUAR TECHNOLOGY 


BY DAN PROSSER 



F-TYPE MYI6 

ALONGSIDE A MORE 
intuitive infotainment 
system, the F-type 
now has eiectric 
power steering and 
is avaiiabie with 
four-wheei drive and a 
manuai ’box - aithough 
not in tandem. 

The car stiii 
responds quickiy to 
steering inputs just 
off centre and the new 
ERAS system is crisp, 
but some of the detaii 
of the oid hydraulic 
setup has been iost. 

The four-wheei-drive 
system, however, is an 
unquaiified success. In 
normal circumstances 
100 per cent of torque 
is sent to the rear 
axie, but when the 
car detects siip it can 


divert as much as 70 
per cent to the front. 
The resuit is that the 
car feeis very much iike 
the rear-wheei-drive 
modei for the most 
part, even stepping out 
of line both on turn-in 
and under power, but 
rather than hoiding 
gratuitous powersiides 
the system simpiy 
fires the car up the 
next straight. It’s more 
useable in the wet and 
iess of a handfui at the 
iimit, whiie stiii being 
fun and engaging. 

The six-speed 
manuai ’box is a 
weicome addition, 
aithough the shift 
quaiity, whiie siick 
and iight, feeis more 
befitting of a saioon. 


Jaguar in 2015 


With the new XE and major updates for the 
F-type just around the corner. Jaguar Is set for 
a busy few months. We drive the prototypes 


JAGUAR XE 


A head of the international 

press launch this spring, Jaguar invited 
journalists to drive XE prototypes in 
Portugal. The cars made up the first batch of XEs to 
roll off the production line, but some minor revisions 
will be made before customer deliveries begin, so 
we’ll delay our full verdict until we’ve driven the 
finished model. 

The XE’s innovative Integral Link rear suspension 
layout gives the car a cushioned, pliant ride quality 
over the worst of Portugal’s rural blacktop on both 


the adaptive and passive suspension setups, but 
the car also feels agile and composed when hustled 
through corners. It’s certainly closer in spirit to 
the dynamic benchmark for the class, the 3-series, 
rather than the more luxurious C-class. 

The most powerful model at launch will be 
the 335bhp 3-litre supercharged V6 XE S. It’s 
a lusty performer, but the blown V6 isn’t quite 
the powerhouse one might imagine it to be. 
Apparently Jaguar’s monstrous supercharged 
V8 does fit... 



RUSS VARNEY 

Vehicle 
programme 
director, F-type 


Why does Jaguar 
need a four-wheel- 
drive F-type? 

The segment is all 
about the Porsche 911. 
It’s a good business 
model - launch a new 
car, then keep on 
offering the customer 
something more 
throughout the iife 
cycle. We’re doing the 
same thing. 

Most peopie sign up 
to a three-year iease 
deal, but the data 


shows they’ll change 
their car after 27 
months. 

What we’re 
endeavouring to do is 
not oniy capture new 
customers in parts 
of Europe and North 
America [who need all- 
wheei drive because 
of the iocai ciimate], 
but aiso to capture the 
repeat customers who 
are coming off ieases. 
We’re offering them 
something new to try. 


How does the four- 
wheel-drive car 
behave at the limit? 

Once you start 
oversteering and you 
put some counter 
steer in, if you hoid 
a steady throttie 
it wiii keep the 
baiance of the car, 
so it wiii remain a bit 
oversteery, but stiii in 
controi. If you lift off, 
the torque vectoring 
by braking system wiii 
iook after the yaw of 


the car [and straighten 
it up]. If you just 
floor it, which is a bit 
counter-intuitive, the 
systems wiii hoid the 
attitude of the car, but 
it wiii send some more 
torque to the front 
wheeis so you get 
better acceieration. 

What take-up are 
you expecting for the 
manual option? 

Part of my job is to 
make a business case 


for everything, and the 
case for the manuai is 
configured around a 
smaii take-up. With aii 
these things it’s a bit 
of a crystai-baii game. 
We weren’t expecting 
to get the ievei of V8 
uptake that we’ve 
had, for instance. The 
manuai has to make 
financiai sense - I 
can’t just choose to do 
something for the heii 
of it, aithough it’d be 
very nice to do that! 
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Avon Tyres have a winning iine up of high performance and uitra high performance car tyres designed and deveioped to meet the 
demands of motoring today. Whether you are driving through city streets, cruising the autobahn or competing on the race track, 
rediscover the thriiiing experience of motoring in its finest form. Our flagship uitra-high performance tyre, the acciaimed ZZ5, now 
features an A-grade for wet grip, the highest rating awarded under EU reguiations, across aii sizes in the range. Avon. The great British 
tyre that’s taking on the worid. www.avon-tyres.co.uk 
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TURBO 
LAG - AND 
HOW TO 
AVOID IT 


W E ARE STARTING TO 
see many manufacturers 
downsizing and turbo- 
charging their power units. BMW, for 
example, now has a three-cylinder 
turbo engine in some Minis and 
even in the i8. This trend is due to 
emissions regulations, to which car 
makers are responding by chasing 
efficiency through downsizing, then 
making up for lost performance 
through turbocharging. 

Although turbocharging forces 
more air into the engine per cycle at 
high revs (making a bigger explosion 
possible, therefore creating more 
power), there is a downside: turbo 
lag. Turbos are driven by the flow 
of exhaust gases from the engine 
interacting with the turbine blades in 
the turbo housing. Therefore, turbo 
boost pressure is intrinsically linked 
to exhaust gas flow rate. 

When the engine is at full chat, you 
experience no lag in boost pressure, 
because lots of exhaust gas is flowing 
into the turbine, creating boost 
pressure on the compressor side of 
the turbo. However, when the car is at 
the lower end of the rev range, where 
gas flow rates are lower, turbo lag will 
mean that the equivalent naturally 
aspirated car will leave you at the 
lights while you wait for your turbo 
to spool. 

So what solutions are available to 
reduce the effects of lag? 



TWIN TURBOS (SEQUENTIAL) 

Halving the turbocharger size and 
having two of them means that one 
can spool quicker for the low rpm 
range due to its lower inertia, then 
when exhaust flow rates increase, the 
second turbo is activated. 

VARIABLE GEOMETRY TURBO 

VGT can ‘close’ the vanes (the bright 
blue blades in the image here) that 
surround the turbine blades to make 
the best use of low-rpm gas flow. 
They can then ‘open’ the vanes so that 
higher flow rates don’t send too much 
boost to the engine at high revs. 

TWIN-SCROLL TURBO 

These are single turbocharger 
units that have two inlets. The first 
is designed for low gas flow rates. 


maximising pressure on the turbine 
blades. The second inlet is larger, 
creating a lower pressure on the 
turbine for higher gas flow rates. 

HYBRID TURBO 

These are what we now find on the 
current Formula 1 fleet. Using a 
motor generator unit sandwiched 
between the turbine and compressor 
sides of the turbo, the turbo shaft 
can spin up under electrical load at 
low revs, virtually ridding us of the 
dreaded ‘transient response delay’. 
Researchers at Mitsubishi in 2006 
showed that their hybrid turbo setup 
reduced lag by 70 per cent. When 
such technology transfers to road 
cars, even the most die-hard high- 
capacity purist should have little to 
fear from downsizing. 


ASK MIKE: 
YOUR TECH 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 

Q Should I change 
my brake fluid 
If using my 
car on track? 

- Matt Johnson 

A Your car’s 

brakes will take 
a hammering on 
a trackday, and 
the high temperatures 
from the disc-to-pad 
friction will find their 
way into the brake 
fluid - you can even 
boil it. Replacing your 
brake fluid after each 
trackday will ensure its 
hydraulic properties 
are not compromised. 

DOT 5.1 brake fluid 
has a high temperature 
rating, and even 
though it has the same 
boiling point as DOT 5 
(around 2600), DOT 5.1 
deals with water in the 
system better. 


Send your question to 
experts@evo.co.uk 


T 


Technology 
game changers: 


ANTI-LOCK 

BRAKES 


Invented by: 
Gabriel Voisin 

When: 

1929 


Before ABS, if you 
slammed on the 
anchors in your car, 
the front wheels could 
lock up. When locked, 
the mechanical grip 
between the tyre 
and the road surface 
is compromised, so 
it takes longer to 
stop than if you were 
braking hard with no 
wheel lock, and the 


front wheels have 
little to no effect on 
direction change. 

Back in the day, 
cadence braking was 
used to mitigate 
locking brakes. The 
technique involves 
pumping the brake 
pedal to briefly unlock 
the wheels and regain 
grip, thus reducing 
the stopping distance 



on slippery surfaces 
and providing some 
steering control. 

Originally developed 
for aircraft use way 
back in the 1920s, 


ABS was first used 
in mass automotive 
applications in the 
1970s and essentially 
automates cadence 
braking. A basic 
system uses a toothed 
ring connected to the 
rotating hub at each 
wheel, with speed 
sensors mounted 
statically to monitor 
the teeth as they pass. 


If the ECU senses that 
a wheel is rotating 
at a lower speed 
than the others or 
is locked altogether, 
hydraulic valves in the 
brake fluid lines close 
and release braking 
pressure. A modern 
system can modulate 
brake pressure at rates 
of around 15 cycles per 
second. 
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FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS SOMETHING 
SPECIAL. THERE’S ABARTH. AND FOR 
ANYONE WHO WANTS SOMETHING EXTRA 
SPECIAL. THERE’S THE ABARTH BI-COLORE. 
A RUN OF JUST 50 CARS FEATURING A 
UNIQUE TWO TONE PAINT FINISH AND A 
HOST OF OTHER SPECIFICATION UPGRADES. 


THE ABARTH 600 CUSTOM WITH EXCLUSIVE *Bi-COLORE' 
PACieYOURS FOR JUST £16.000* OTR WHICH INCLUDES: 








UNIQUE SCOmONE BLACK OVER RECOIL GRET RAIhTT 


REAR PRIVACY GLASS 


17‘ 10 SPOKE DIAMOND FINISH ALLOY WHEELS 


ABARTH SPORTS SEATS WITH NATURAL LEATHER TRIM 


ENVIOUS GLANCES 




ABARTHCAflS, 




/ ' '^Modd shown is ihe NmAbarth JOO L4TBT]Gt m t£/IS,9% OOltThe ^Colore' pack Is orif avdbble on idected stock vehEdcs and Is* 

^ : "sub|«ct.to avaHabflii^. of offldal fuel consumption flares jipr ifw Abvth SOO opgiec UHnn 31^ • 37,2 mpg (S.S - 7.4 l/IOOkm)^ Extra Urban 53.3 - 40. 1 inpg (5.4 *4.7 I/I 00km); 

, Combined 433 t 44l 7 (4.5 - 5.8 I/I 00km). CO;k cmisskMis 155'-"^ 1 34 ^km. Rjd oohsurtiption and COi figures oboined Ibr compar^cne purposes in acconbnce with EC dtrecdves/ 
" rcgiMons and not be repres^itativeof tesMl^. driving ccimlH1ons.Fadion ili<±» drlvtr^si^, whither and i^co^ have ast^carrl dibct on fud cormimpdon. 


THE ABARTH 500 BI-COLORE: YOU’LL 
HAVE TO BE QUICK TO GET YOURS 






lAiiAR 


TYRES 


EDITED BY SAM SHEEHAN 



Pirelli’s intelligent tyres 


TYRE TECH: 
STUDDED TYRES 


Data streamed from hi-tech rubber set to transform performance 



P irelli’s attempts to elevate 
the effectiveness of its tyres 
with the help of complex 
electronics are advancing apace, the 
firm’s technology chief, Maurizio 
Boiocchi, tells evo. 

‘We’re continuously working on the 
P Zero family of products, specifically 
to have electronics working inside 
the tyre, interacting with the main 
computer in the car - something 
more than a tyre pressure monitoring 
system,’ he says. 

Boiocchi is referring to Pirelli’s 
Cyber Tyre technology, which 
employs four 50 pence piece sized 
sensors embedded into each quadrant 


of the tyre belt. The LaFerrari-based 
FXX K track special is now acting as a 
test bed for the initiative, the benefits 
of which will reach mass produced 
supercars within five years. 

‘The sensors can read what the 
friction coefficient is and what forces 
are acting on the tyre’s footprint, 
then offer real-time feedback, talking 
to the car’s ECU. The ECU then helps 
manage whatever active presence 
there is on the car, be it active 
suspension, camber, torque; whatever 
you like in order to improve extreme 
performance,’ explains Boiocchi. 

Working in tandem with stability 
systems, the upshot is that a car with 


active suspension will be able to 
instantaneously and independently 
alter the camber of its wheels during 
cornering to continuously maximise 
grip. Likewise, if a front tyre pre- 
empts understeer, it can send a 
message commanding the ECU to 
soften the car’s suspension. 

Implications for braking are 
perhaps more striking still. ‘Instead 
of ABS acting on information from 
the first part of braking, you have the 
real force that’s actually available to 
exploit,’ Boiocchi says. ‘There’s a lot 
of potential for improved safety or 
performance.’ 

Richard Lane 


GOODYEAR TURNS 
RICE INTO TYRES 

RICE HUSK ASH, TO BE SPECIFIC 

Goodyear is boosting its green 
credentiais by switching its source 
of siiica to rice husk ash, a waste 
product of rice miiling. 

Siiicon dioxide - siiica for short 
- is a porous compound that has 
featured in performance tyres for 
more than a decade. Manufacturers 
ciaim that it can heip to reduce 
roiiing resistance by as much as 
20 per cent and that it aiso heips 
to improve tyre integrity. Silica 
currentiy make up 15 per cent of each 
tyre Goodyear makes. 

‘We use siiica in our high- 


performance tyres to improve two 
main areas - fuei economy, by 
reducing rolling resistance, and 
grip on wet road surfaces,’ expiains 
Surendra Chawia, Goodyear’s 
director of corporate research. 

Rice husk is one of the most silica- 
rich raw materiais on the pianet and 
there’s pienty of it. Seven hundred 
million tons of rice are harvested 
woridwide each year, and often the 
leftover husk Is burned for energy 
and then crammed Into a landfill. 

Goodyear has been working on the 
Idea of using husk ash for more than 
two years, but has only now decided 
that the practice is ready. However, 
impiementation won’t immediately 
save the company money. 

‘Using rice husk is no cheaper than 


conventionai methods. In fact, it’s 
a iittie bit more expensive at the 
moment, but we’re currentiy working 
hard to keep costs down so prices 
don’t grow for the consumer,’ says 
Chawia. Long-term, production costs 
shouid begin to faii. 

Aii of Goodyear’s performance 
tyres, inciuding the Eagie FI 
Asymmetric, wiii benefit from this 
deveiopment from Aprii. Couid rice 
husk siiica heip the Eagie FI improve 
on its third-piace ranking in our 
recent tyre test (evo 201)? Chawia is 
confident it won’t hurt its chances. 

‘The best thing is that the driver 
won’t notice any difference to 
tyre feei, it doesn’t compromise 
anything,’ he says. 

Sam Sheehan 


Take a winter trip to the near- 
Arctic town of Arjepiog in the 
Lapiand region of Sweden, and 
you’ii notice something unusuai 
about the town’s traffic. 

Whiie the roads are covered 
with snow and ice, vehicies 
move about with iittie more 
effort and no iess controi than 
they wouid on dry roads. Cars 
brake normaiiy and puii away 
from junctions without issue. 

The reason is that citizens 
of Arjepiog use studded winter 
tyres during the coider months, 
and the effect of these studs, 
screwed into the tread biocks, 
cannot be understated. 

Outright grip on studs is of 
course iower than for reguiar 
tyres on dry tarmac, but they 
raise iimits far higher than even 
regular snow tyres can. 

If one drives smoothiy, it’s 
entireiy possibie to navigate 
the roads as you might driving 
simiiariy on tarmac. The studs 
break through ice and find 
purchase where snow tyres 
cannot. A dedicated tread 
pattern maintains grip on softer 
surfaces the rest of the time. 

They aren’t ideai in other 
conditions - on streets not 
covered with ice, the studs 
can damage the road surface. 
They’re iiiegai as a resuit in 
some European countries, but 
in the northern Scandinavian 
territories they’re essentiai for 
keeping peopie moving - and 
heiping them stop. 

Antony Ingram 
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Everything has dian^. And nothing. Despite world leading innovations rendering the 2015 0 %(\/ 
Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint dmost unrecognirabletotlie engineersand designers of the 1954 I I /Q 
original, one thing reni3ins.Tlie spirit tbatlivesinevery /Ufa Romeo. tJnciianging. Unmistakable. UAPR 
Unmatched. Now available with 0% APR Representative and from ji^ £239 per month', representaiive 


SEIRCH 'ALFA ROMEO PROMOTIONS 









Model ^ m G^ulielta 1.4 MultiAir 150 bhp Spirit at £21,000 OTK including Atl^ m paM at £510. Range of omoial fuel consumption ngures for tiie Alfa Glulietta nnge: UFt»an 29.5 - 56.5 mpg (0.8 - 10 
l/lOOkm); Extra Urban 513 - 63.1 mpg (13 - 14 i/lOOIffn); Combined - lOM mpg (7.0 - 4.0 l/lOOkm). 00} emtssions 162 - 104 g/km. Fuel oonaimption and CO? figures are QtKained fbr comparative purposes 
in accordance with EC directives/r^i^latiatis and may not br rcpmsentative of toai rrio driving cofniitior^ Factors such as driving style, weather and toad condttiDfis may also have a significant dfect on fuel consumption. 

*£a,ai9 casiioiiwf deposit, £17S0 opiionel Wtl payment, ^ mm eorttract tvwnotwn avniitWe on no* Giulietio 1.4 tugiitAif sprint models regstemd by 31* Man* 2015. Oirfy iwwiawe m coeiunetion wittiMfo Ptomn PCP Wtiwn itomeo 

fVcfereiuB yny have ttie ofiUaii to leturn the vehlde and not pay the final p^mrait, subject to tlie vehlde not having acceded an agreed annual milcoge (a charge of 6ip per mie for otceedlng 6,000 mla per anraim In this oamplej and being In $nd 
condition. Hnance sut]fect fo status. Gwarantees nay be requjmd.Temi and Coodhkm apply. At porticipodng Dealers ody.Mfo Romeo Unandal Setvk^ PO SOX 44^, Slough, 311 CfiW. Dn the mad price indudn 12 nonihs' ro^ fund licence, fira 
whictii r^MM^n foe, deNvoty, number plates and VAT. Rgoms and prices m cerred at thne of puMIshlnf. fitfail sales only. Terms & Conditions apply & are subject to mtdusions 





The luxury of one tyre for four seasons 



Vredestein Quatrac 5. The latest generation all-season tyre offers an 

OPTIMISED PERFORMANCE IN ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS. 3D GRIP ClAWS FOR PERFECT GRIP AND 
ACCELERATION ON SNOW AND ICE. ENHANCED STABILITY AND IMPROVED HANDLING ON DRY SURFACES. 

Extremely wear-resistant thanks to innovative Full Silica Compound. Green EU tyre label: 

BENEFITS PEOPLE, THE ENVIRONMENT AND YOUR WALLET! 
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VeEDESTEIN 


DESIGNED TO PROTECT YOU 
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A S INTRODUCTIONS TO the World Rally 
Championship season go, Rallye Monte 
Carlo is a baptism of fire. Well, the opposite, 
really. During its January slot in the WRC calendar, 
the alpine roads can offer up everything from dusty 
tarmac to sheet ice and thick snow. Tyre choice can 
be a lottery and even the greatest drivers in the world 
can be caught out by ever-changing conditions. 

From Mini’s first victory in 1964 at the hands of 
Paddy Hopkirk, to 2014’s Volkswagen Polo victory, 
Monte Carlo has long favoured shorter, nimbler 
vehicles. Each car featured in model form here has 
taken victory at the famous event. 


All models from racingmodels.com 


MORRIS MINI 
COOPER S (1:18) 

Aaltonen LkJdon, 1967 
(Kysoho) 

£80 


CITROEN XSARA 
WRC (1:18) 

Loeb-EJena. 2005 
(Sunstar) 

£37.50 


TOYOTA CELICA 
(1:43) 

Sainz 'Moya, 1991 
(Ixo) 

£34 


AUDI QUATTRO 
(1:43) 

R6hrl-Geistd0rfer,1984 

(UH) 

£40 


LANCIA STRATOS 
HF (1:43) 

Munarl-Malga,1976 

(Ixo) 

£15 


RENAULT 5 TURBO 
(1:18) 

Ragnottl-An{Jrie,1981 

(UH) 

£44 


PORSCHE 911 S 
(1:43) 

Waldeg5rd-Helmer,1970 

(Schuco) 

£40 


® 

VOLKSWAGEN 
POLO WRC (1:43) 

OgieHngrassia.20!4 

(Volkswagen) 

£45 


I couldn’t live 
without... 

BRDC 
GOLD STAR 


Andy Wallace 

Winner, 198824 
Hours ofLe Mans 


‘One thing I genuinely 
couldn’t live without 
Is a weekly blast In 
a twelve-hundred 
horsepower Veyron 
[Wallace gives 
prospective owners 
test drives, since 
you ask]. It’s just 
something that keeps 
you alive, isn’t it? 


‘But the item I’ve 
chosen is my BRDC 
Goid Star, which was 
awarded to me in 1990. 
There’s a Silver Star 
for national races 
and a Gold Star for 
International races. 

I won It after victory 
at Daytona, finishing 
third in Sebring and 


second in Le Mans in 
the same year. 

‘Normaiiy if you do 
reaiiy weii at Daytona 
or Sebring, you don’t 
do very weii at Le 
Mans, so a podium in 
each one was great. 
Of course I couid iive 
without it, but it just 
iooks reaiiy cool!’ 
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ENGAGE 


EDITED BY ANTONY INGRAM 


PLAY 

FORZA 
HORIZON 2 

£ 44.99 store.xbox.com 

F ORZA HORIZON 2’s unique 
selling point runs something 
like the introduction to an 
evo Car of the Year test. You’re given a 
swathe of southern Europe to explore 
- areas such as the Cote d’Azur and 
Tuscany - and hundreds of fast cars in 
which to negotiate the region’s curves 
and villages. 

The stunning scenery plays out in 
glorious detail through Horizon 2’s 
high-fidelity graphics. Cars hold up 
to all but the closest scrutiny, with 
reflections, vibrant paint shades and 
environmental effects like rain and 
dust modelled with incredible detail. 
The sounds are great too, making 
every prod of the ‘accelerator’ a joy. 

You start at the bottom, of course. 
Your character has travelled to Europe 
to take part in the Horizon Festival, 
and naturally one must buy an 
affordable vehicle and work through 
predictable series - hot hatchbacks, 
1990s cars - to earn enough to 
progress. Money and experience 
is awarded for high race positions, 
stunts, scenery destruction and more, 
and new cars and locales are opened 
up with each series victory. 

It’s here that some of Horizon 2’s 
less favourable points begin to 
surface. Car handling is accurate 
enough and varies from model to 
model, but even small, lightweight 
vehicles can feel lumbering thanks 
to slow joypad responses. The result 
is that with just the Xbox One’s tiny 



analogue stick for steering, slides and 
fishtailing can be difficult to control. 

Frustrating too are the races 
themselves. Revved up after 
purchasing a Ferrari F40 or a 
beautiful Alfa TZ2 (pictured 
below), you’ll scratch your head in 
confusion as to why you’re being 
asked to compete on dirt roads and 
traverse vineyards. Difficulty levels 
of the aggressive ‘Drivatar’ virtual 
competitors and vehicle driving aids 
can be varied, but sometimes a lost 
race is fundamentally down to the 
game’s mismatch of cars and courses 
- no matter how much you abuse the 
have-another-go ‘rewind’ feature to 
correct misjudged moments. 

One way to improve your chances 
is to eschew the game’s vast library of 
modification parts. Giving your car 
more power does little but make it 
more difficult to control. Competitors 
are matched to your car anyway, so 
tuning doesn’t yield an advantage. 

The exception to the above is if 


you’ve paid £15.99 extra for the 
Storm Island expansion pack. Among 
the extra vehicles and roads is access 
to parts such as special tyres and 
raised suspension. It’s probably the 
most fun you’ll have in Horizon 2, 
throwing away the pretension of 
realism and concentrating solely on 
scenery-blurring speed. 

Forza Horizon 2 looks fabulous, is 
great fun in parts, and collecting and 
modifying the game’s vehicles can be 
a real joy. It’s just a pity that the physics 
aren’t a little less punishing - in a title 
where points are scored as you smash 
into telegraph poles, fences and other 
road users, a little more arcade-style 
accessibility wouldn’t be out of place. 



ALTERNATIVE 

OPEN-WORLD 

RACERS 



Grand Theft 
Auto V 

Racing, crashing and 
stunning scenery 
ail feature in GTA V 
too, but so do theft, 
flamethrowers and 
banned substances. 
It’s not really a racing 
game as such, but find 
a good online lobby 
and the competition 
can be just as fun. 


THS crstu 

The Crew 

Taking open-world to 
new extremes. The 
Crew puts a shrunken 
US at your fingertips. 
Driving coast to coast 
takes 45 minutes, 
making this map 
huge by video-game 
standards. A cheesy 
story marks it down 
next to the polished 
Forza Horizon games. 



WATCH 

Meaden drives the R8 LMS Ultra 

Search ‘Meaden R8 LMS’ at YouTube.com 

If you enjoyed Richard Meaden’s story on the 
Nurburgring 24 Hours-winning Audi R8 LMS 
Ultra in issue 201, don’t miss the accompanying 
video on the evo YouTube channel. Driving at 
Italy’s Misano World Circuit, Meaden remarks 
on just how similar the race car feels to a 
road-going R8. As he ran our R8 V10 Plus long- 
termer, he’s perfectly placed to know... 


Driver 

If you don’t mind 
’90s graphics. Driver 
was one of the first 
open-world driving 
games and remains 
one of the most 
fun. It’s simplistic 
in the extreme by 
modern standards, 
but executing a huge 
slide is immensely 
satisfying and the ’70s 
soundtrack is spot-on. 
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0% APR* ZERO DEPOSIT. 

REPRESENTATIVE 




Offer now includes £500 Mazda Deposit Contribution and is available on Mazda Personal Contract 
Purchase. For more information or to book a test drive, search Mazda3. DEFY CONVENTION. 


The official fuel consumption figures In mpg (l/100km) for the Mazda3 range: Urban 37.7 (7.5) - 60.1 (4.7), Extra Urban 
58,9 (4.8) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 48.7 (5.8) - 72,4 (3.9). CO 2 emissions (g/km) 135 - 104. 

Tl)* n^urts quot«d art iourctd rrom of^clal EU^rtquIattd ittt rtiulti ol»tained thrtugh laboratory tastfngr art providad For comparabtllty purpoitt and may not rtfltct 
your actual! driving experience. Retail lalei only, subject to vehicle avaflabltlty for vehicles registered between 01.01.IS and 31.03.15 at parttcipating dealers. T&C apply. *0% APR 
finance available on all Mazda3 models over 24, 30^ 36 or 42 months. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. Finance subject to status, 18s or over. Guarantee/ 
Indemnity may be required. Mazda Financial Services RH1 1SR. Model showm MazdaS 12Qps Sport Nav, OTR from £20,195. Model shown features optional Soul Red Metailk paint 
(£660). QTR price Includei VAT, number plates, delivery, 1Z months' road fund licence, first registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 years^ European roadside 
assistance. Test drives subject to applicant status and avallabiltty. Details correct at time of going to print. Not available In conjunction with any other offer unless specified. 







Stay confident in snowy conditions 

Our patented polar bear claw groove provides superior driving 
performance even in the most extreme winter situations. 


^HanmoK 

ernotkDn 


Hankook Tyre UK Ltd. Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 BUG 
Tel : +44 1327 304 100 Fax : +44 1327 304 110 


hankooktyres.co.uk 
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WAT C H E S 


EDITED BY SIMON DE BURTON 


WATCH TECH 

Montblanc 
Urban Speed 
e-Strap 



Traditional watch 
makers seem largely 
unconcerned by the rise 
of the smartwatch, but 
Montblanc has stepped 
forward as the first 
luxury brand to combine 
wearable technology 
with classic horology by 
introducing its ‘Urban 
Speed e-Strap’. 

Fitted to a range of 
conventional, clockwork 
Montblanc TimeWalker 
watches, the e-Strap 
is described as an 
‘integrated technology 
device’. It connects to 
selected smartphones 
via Bluetooth and offers 
an activity tracker, 
notifications, remote 
controls and ‘Find-Me’ 
functions (more below). 

Alerts about texts 
and emails are delivered 
via a vibration, while the 
strap’s touchscreen can 
be used to preview mail, 
read texts, see incoming 
calls and monitor social 
media feeds. It also 
allows the wearer to 
remotely control the 
phone, to take a picture 
or play, pause or skip 
music, for example. 

Perhaps the most 
useful aspect of the 
e-Strap, however, is 
that it can locate a lost 
phone at a distance of 
up to 30 metres - and 
it also works the other 
way around if you 
misplace the watch. 



THIS MONTH 


Louis Moinet 
Nelson Piquet 


Davosa Vintage IWC Ingenieur Chronograph 

Rallye Pilot Edition Nico Rosberg 


Price: CHF 9900 (c£7100) 

From: louismoinet.com 

UK readers may not be familiar with 
the Louis Moinet name, as the brand 
is not currently sold here, but it’s an 
interesting and historic one: Moinet, 
a French horologist, is credited with 
inventing the chronograph in 1816. This 
beautifully crafted tribute to Nelson 
Piquet features a facsimile of the triple 
FI champion’s signature on the dial 
and is finished in ‘Brabham’ blue and 
white. The push pieces get chequered 
flag detailing and the back of the watch 
is engraved with the years of Piquet’s 
victories. Just 365 will be made. 


From: classic-time.co.uk 
Price: £1395 

Independent Swiss brand Davosa 
makes some great quality watches 
at competitive prices - not least this 
retro-look Vintage Rallye Pilot. Its steel 
case measures a sensible 42mm, while 
inside you’ll find a trusty Valjoux 7750 
self-winding movement. Automotive 
touches include the perforated leather 
strap and central tachymeter scale 
on three concentric rings. The outer 
telemeter scale, incidentally, is a 
device usually used for calculating the 
distance of artillery fire, so could be 
useful if driving through a war zone. 


From: IWC boutique, London 
Price: £10,350 

Like his team-mate Lewis Flamilton 
(evo 204), Nico Rosberg was invited 
to suggest a few design tweaks to the 
standard Ingenieur chronograph. And 
the result was this - a special edition 
of 250 examples. The watch features a 
titanium case, a silver-plated dial, and 
yellow hand detailing said to have been 
inspired by the driver’s once-trademark 
neon crash helmet. The crown, crown 
guard and bezel screws are made from 
zirconium oxide, while the case back 
is embedded with carbonfibre and 
engraved with Rosberg’s name. 


CHRONO 



Read more from Simon 
de Burton in Chrono, 
the interactive watch 
magazine for iPad and 
iPhone, available now 
from the iTunes Store. 




& 


THEN 

Enicar 

Sherpa Graph 


Worn by: Stephane 
Peterhansel 

The Dakar rally king - he’s 
won a record six times on 
motorcycles and five in cars 
- is the latest ambassador 
for Zenith and wears an 
El Primero Lightweight. 


Worn by: Jim Clark 

We’ve mentioned the late, 
great Jim Clark’s sponsorship 
by Galet (evo 187), but he also 
put his name behind the Swiss 
brand Enicar, notably wearing 
one of its watches at the 1967 
Singapore Grand Prix. 


NOW 


Zenith El Primero 
Lightweight 
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Official fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 T2 R-Design (manual) in MPG (l/tOOkm): Urban 4t5 (6,8), Brtra Urban 62B (4.5), Combined 53,3 {531 CCb Emissions 

«ales only, at pvtictpaUng onl/on whldes Ijy 3lat Mw^ 201 6, At tho end of agreenwiit there ire 3 O|?tl<?n5r<0 F^enew Plj+ exchange the whicte (If) Retail ftythe OpHoniJ 

be requuwi^^i^ Cv Credit RH1 ISR.Ybu wtH iwIcnirettMwehlde unM ill iHyrnwib are medbilhe service oflef is only applicable when pun;^i^^ ori Advantage F^rsonaJ Cdnbact Puidnase cnvehides ordered 
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MADE IN SWEDEN. PJNED FOR ^IN. 
THEVOUrOVAOR-DESIGN. 




British roads are different from 
Swedish roads* Thafs why we tested and 
tuned the V40 R-Design’s suspension 
here in Britain. It pi/ts you in total oontroli 
straightening oirt the toughest of 
hairpin turns and taming even the 
meanest of speed bumps. 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VQLVOCARSXO.uk 

Personal Contract Purchase Representative 
Example: V40T2 R-Design Rebel Blue 


48 Monthly payments 

£269 

Customer deposit 

£999 

Finance deposit contribution £750 

Represonlative APR 

6.9% APR 

On the road price* 

£19.694 

Total amount of credit 

£17,945 

Interest charges 

£3,692 

Total amount payable 

£23,386 

Optional final payment 

£8,725 

Duration of agreement (mootha) 49 

Ftxed rate of interest p^. 

3.55% 

Mileage per annum 

8,000 

Excess mileage charge 

14*9p per rnile 


Avi liable with 3 years oomplamantarv 
aanddng whan purohasad on Volvo 
Advantaga Personal Contract Purohaaa. 



124g/km, MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisorts between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. Finance subjact to staitis. Ratal 

payment to ow the vsbide or (10 Betum the vebK;ie,Fiirtti«f charges rna^ be rnac^st^ cl1heveNc£e.TerTmw^conbWon3aj:)ply.App41ceiiibmudbe1SQr(^Gkw^ 

between \si ,iflnuBiy 201 5 and Slat March 2Q1 0. Sefviceff must be earned out a) a VbMi Authonsed Rdpaker. Retal ofTer only; Excludes fleet opentors and business users, See mlw)carsxauk for full terms and conditions, 




Lotus Elise S Cup 

Test location: Bedford Autodrome South Circuit GPS: 52.235914, -0.467230 


Isn’t it about time Lotus 
gave us an entirely new 
two-seater sports car? 
Not when the current 
recipe works a treat. . . 
Photography: Dean Smith 


THE PACKET USED 
to be kept in the 
biue cupboard in the 
corner of the kitchen. 
Between some mints and an empty 
jamjar iabeiied ‘gooseberry’ that 
never seemed to move. I remember 
it was quite a stretch to reach when I 
was an ankie-biter, but it was worth 
the effort. The reward was a funsize 
Mars bar: the perfect end to any 
chiidhoodmeai. 


I had one again the other day. At 
ieast a decade must have passed 
since I’d iast unwrapped the 
siightiy waxy paper and iet one of 
the miniature chocoiate-nougat- 
caramei biocks meit in my mouth, 
but in that singie moment aii the 
memories came fiooding back and 
I feit iike I was about six years oid 
again. The funsize definiteiy taste 
better than the fuii size too. How did 
I iet famiiiarity breed such contempt 


and faii to revisit them for so iong? 

A few weeks iater, skimming 
down the road in the bare, bonded 
aiuminium tub of an Eiise for the 
first time in a coupie of years, I 
experienced something simiiar to 
the mini Mars bar moment. The Eiise 
has been around now for the best 
part of 20 years (yes, reaiiy), and 
if we’re honest it hasn’t changed a 
great deai in those two decades. 

As a resuit it’s easy to iet ‘new’ 
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This month 


LOTUS ELISES CUP 

Supercharged Elise gets a 
race car-inspired makeover 



AUDI TTS ROADSTER 

Is the drop-top two-seater 
finaiiy a true Boxster rivai? 

BMWM235i 

CONVERTIBLE 

Hottest 2-series ioses its roof 
(and gains a iot of weight) 



t-fm 



iterations pass you by. But then you 
drive one again. Instantiy the pedais 
faii effortiessiy beneath your feet, 
the high cheekbones of the front 
arches frame your view through the 
windscreen and the whoie car fizzes 
with feedback, despite the tyres 
touching the tarmac so iightiy. It just 
feels right. 

The S Cup is the road-going 
version of the S Cup R race car. It has 
the 217bhp, 1841b ft supercharged 


1.8-litre four-cylinder engine from 
the Elise S, the sport suspension 
from the Club Racer and then the 
Cup R’s single rear exhaust and 
aero package, comprising front 
splitter, winglets, barge boards, rear 
wing and diffuser. Arguably it is the 
most serious road-going Elise ever. 
Although arguably it’s not even an 
Elise, because in the name of smooth 
airflow it’s got a fixed roof... and 
surely that makes it an Exige? 


Above: Lotus is asking 
for a heady £43,500 
for its nnost hardcore 
road-going Elise variant, 
but never before has the 
nnodel been so capable - 
particularly for trackdays 
at high-speed circuits 



The team 


PEUGE0T308GT 

Intriguing 202bhp aiternative 
to today’s fuli-fat hot hatches 

BMW M3 V PORSCHE 
MACAN TURBO 

MS’s practicai performance 
dominance comes under fire 


With the Elise S Cup our lead Driven this month, we 
asked the evo road-test team to name their favourite 
ever Lotus - driven or otherwise: 



NICKTROTT 

Editor 

‘340R. Harry Metcaife-spec. Absolutely 
screaming mental. And extraordinary 
looks’ 



STUARTGALLAGHER 

Managing editor 

lotus Esprit Sport 300: 
homologation special, 300bhp, 
1187kg, AP brakes, OZ wheels’ 



HENRY CATCHPOLE 

Features editor 

‘Exige S. I love the original SI with 
its glorious VHPD K-series, but V6 
power is very addictive...’ 



DAN PROSSER 

Road test editor 

‘Not been lucky enough to drive 
one, but the 2-Eleven looks 
sensational to me’ 



JETHRO 80VINGD0N 

Contributing editor 

‘Esprit Sport 300. Those arches, 
those wheels, that booooooOOOST. 
Special car’ 



RICHARD MEADEN 

Contributing editor 

‘To drive: SI Sport 135 Elise. To lust 
after: Essex Esprit Turbo. To race: 
Lotus Cortina’ 



DAVID VIVIAN 

Contributing editor 

‘Esprit Sport 350. Made most 
Italian exotica at the time 
seem fraudulent’ 
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Sometimes claims about aero 
benefits can seem a little hollow, 
but there are a couple of reasons to 
be less sceptical of the S Cup. For 
a start, no one puts a rear diffuser 
that aggressive and that ugly on 
an otherwise delicate-looking 
car unless it’s going to do some 
good. Second, we know that Lotus 
can back up the bodywork with 
numbers. Back in issue 197 Richard 
Meaden spent a day at Hethel going 
through numerous aero setups 
on an Exige V6 R and plotting the 
effects on lap deltas, so we know 
that when Lotus says the S Cup is 
approximately three seconds a lap 
quicker round its test track than the 
standard S, it’s not pulling figures 
out of thin air. Or rather it is, because 
that’s how aerodynamics work. 

Anyway, at lOOmph the S Cup 
produces 66kg of downforce. 

That’s compared with just 5kg of 
downforce on a standard Elise S. 

As you’d expect, the gap only 
widens as speeds increase, with 
125kg playing 8kg at the S Cup’s top 
speed of 140mph. Perhaps just as 
impressively, Lotus has managed 
to make these gains in downforce 
while only increasing drag by eight 
percent. 

On Bedford Autodrome’s South 
Circuit, the Toxic Green Elise is simply 
phenomenal. There is a complex of 
very high speed corners at the end of 
the start-finish straight and it feels 
fantastically planted, carrying much 
more pace than I would initially have 
thought possible. Despite the extra 
grip, the nice thing is that this Elise 
hasn’t been made unapproachable. 
Push the tyres to their limits and 
the balance is easy to massage. 

The nose pushes progressively 
initially and it’s then up to you how 
things develop: if you’ve nailed 
the corner just right then you’ll be 
able to unwind the steering at the 
apex and feel the weight transition 
smoothly to the tail of the car as you 
accelerate out to the exit kerb. On 
the other hand, if you’ve committed 
too much on the way into a bend and 
need to lift, then the back will step 
out in a more markedly mid-engined 
fashion. Pleasingly, it’s easily caught 
(unlike in early Elises) and you’ll only 
feel frustrated at the speed you’ve 




Lotus Elise S Cup 



‘Instant torque 
means you can 
exploit the exit 
of corners and 
play with the 
car far more’ 



lost, determined to pinpoint it next 
time through. 

Perhaps surprisingly, the brakes 
are AP Racing items on the front 
and Brembos on the rear, but they 
combine to give wonderful pedal 
feel and huge stopping power. I’m 
not the greatest of late brakers, but 
even I find myself enjoying playing 
chicken at the ends of the two 
long straights. The only thing that 
doesn’t like track work so much is 
the gearshift, which still feels slightly 
stringy and loose when rushed. 

I’m half expecting the S Cup to 
be a compromised proposition as 
we head onto public roads, but 
remarkably I enjoy it even more. 

The roads are cold but dry as I drive 
home in the evening and then frosty 
and slippery the following morning 
- the Elise is huge fun on both 


Top: serious diffuser 
isn’t for show- the S 
Cup develops 66kg of 
downforce atlOOmph. 
Top right: a fixed roof 
means folding yourself 
into the seat is an art; 
Lotus’s £1200 Comfort 
Pack is recommended 
for intrepid daily drivers 


occasions. The Yokohama Neova 
AD07 trackday tyres are pleasingly 
feelsome and confidence inspiring, 
even if the conditions aren’t ideal 
for them. With just 217bhp pushing 
932kg, acceleration isn’t rabid, yet 
it feels fast enough when you’re 
that low to the ground. The instant 
torque from the supercharged 
engine means that you can also 
enjoyably exploit the exit of corners, 
playing with the car far more than 
I remember wanting to in the past. 
The Sport setting even provides a 
nicely judged safety net. 

Contrary to what you might 
expect given the exterior, as well 
as the standard heater and electric 
windows, this car has the optional 
Comfort Pack fitted (£1200). Little 
luxuries like footwell mats, a bit 
more sound deadening and an Alpine 


stereo don’t turn it into a Boxster 
but, like pedestrianising the aero 
additions, they just take the edge off 
for everyday use. You could of course 
go the other way and make use of 
the extended wiring loom by fitting 
a battery kill switch and extinguisher 
system (£2394). To complete the 
race car vibe, an A-frame complete 
with harnesses is also available 
(£1554), along with a lightweight 
battery (£354) and an FIA-approved 
carbonfibre race seat (also £1554). 
One thing I rather hope is a deletable 
option are the flag details on the rear 
wing. I’m patriotic but I think it just 
looks a bit cheap. 

Whichever way you go with the 
spec, it will feel like a very special 
place to be once you’ve folded 
yourself inside. I’ve worn clothes less 
intimate than the interior of an Elise. 
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Above: lack of padding 
on the agressive seat 
backs is an irritating 
oversight by Hethel. 
Right: conspicuous 
Union flag end plates are 
a matter of taste... 


‘The S Cup 
is fantastic, 
particularly 
if you have 
a penchant 
for the faster 
circuits like 
Silverstone’ 

The gearlever nuzzles up to your 
leg and the delicate pedals look like 
they’re huddling together for warmth 
in the footwell, but combined 
with the tiny inputs needed on the 
steering wheel, it all promotes an 
economy of movement in the hands 
and feet that simply highlights the 
Elise’s precision. 

The S Cup’s Eibach springs and 
Bilstein dampers are on the firm side, 
but the ride’s not uncomfortable. 
What are uncomfortable are those 



optional seats. I’ve sat on school 
benches that felt more forgiving. For 
some reason they make you sit very 
upright and the back in particular 
feels entirely unpadded, which is 
odd. Road test editor Dan Prosser 
made the same observation, so it 
wasn’t Just an oddity of my spine. 

Apart from the £6000 price 
hike over a regular S, ultimately the 
biggest reason not to choose an 
S Cup is if you think you’ll miss the 
ability to remove the roof. If you 


can live without that versatility, 
however, then the S Cup is fantastic, 
particularly if you’re a trackday 
fiend with a penchant for the faster 
circuits like Silverstone or even Spa. 

You might look at Elises and idly 
wonder if Lotus is ever going to come 
up with a fresh idea for a new little 
sports car, but after two days in the 
S Cup I was left thinking more along 
the lines of if it ain’t broke... □ 
Henry Catchpole 
(@HenryCatchpole) 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 0-60mph Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

In-line 4-cyl, 1598cc, supercharged 

175g/km 

217bhp (g) 6800rpm 

D Encourages its driver and 

1841b ft @4600rpm 4.2sec (claimed) 140mph (claimed) 

rewards precision like no other Elise B No possibility of getting wind in your hair 

932kg (237bhp/ton) 

evo rating 

£43,500 

★★★★★ 
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THE OLDER WE GET, THE BETTERYOU LOOK. 



Born to shine, since 1 965. 


With age comes wisdom and one thing we’ve learnt in our 50 years is that perfection can only be achieved when you strive 
to be the best. Product innovation is at the heart of everything we do and Autoglym products are regarded by experts as 
being of the finest quality. They’re also easy to use if you’re new to car care and, for the more devoted, our expert advice can 
help transform you and your car into automotive heroes. We think that’s something worth celebrating and hope you do too. 
Thafs the Autoglym way, always has been. 

Join in the 50th anniversary celebrations and win special edition products, visit: facebook.com/autoglym 
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THERE REALLY IS 
nothing like arriving 
on a Mediterranean 
isiand expecting some 
weicome January sun in which to 
enjoy a day’s driving at the wheei 
of the new Audi TTS Roadster, oniy 
to be confronted by a rainstorm 
that wouid be considered excessive 
during winter in Waies. Sadiy, despite 
the iayer of siickness that covers 
everything Audi touches these days, 
one thing beyond its controi is the 
weather. A pair of fiippers wiii be 
more usefui than your favourite pair 
of ioafers today. 

The third-generation TT Roadster 
foiiows the same path as its coupe 
counterpart, with 227bhp 2-iitre 
turbocharged petroi and 181bhp 
2-iitre TDI four-cyiinder engine 


choices, and Sport and S-iine trim 
ieveis. On the petroi car you have 
the option to repiace the standard 
six-speed manuai gearbox with an 
S-tronic duai-ciutcher, and if you do 
so you can aiso upgrade from front- 
to four-wheei drive. Above aii of this, 
though, sits the quattro-equipped 
TTS Roadster, its turbo 2-iitre petroi 
unit tuned to 306bhp and mated to a 
manuai or S-tronic ’box. 

As with previous generations 
of TT, the oniy changes to the 
bodywork are the removai of the roof 
and the fitment of a rear bootiid. 
With the roof up, it’s the first TT soft- 
top that iooks iike it was designed 
from the outset as a convertibie. 

It’s all very cohesive. You’ii have to 
draw your own conciusions as to 
how it iooks with the roof down from 


the pictures, because the roof wiii 
remain firmiy up during our test. And 
why no metai foiding roof? Audi’s 
R&D boss, Uirich Hackenberg, says 
they are too heavy and compiicated, 
and that Roadster drivers generaiiy 
prefer a traditionai fabric roof. 

Overaii, the new TT Roadster is 
unmistakabiy a piece of Audi design, 
with taught surfaces, muscuiar 
shouiders and one of the most 
recognisabie griiies in the business. 

With the roof up and a monsoon 
faiiing, the TTS Roadster is a snug 
piace to expiore Majorca from. The 
interior biends Audi functionaiity and 
quaiity with the company’s iatest 
tech, inciudingthe ‘Virtuai Cockpit’ 

- a 12.3-inch LCD in the instrument 
binnacie that’s standard across the 
range. There’s aiso a fiat-bottomed 


steering wheei and, if you’re feeiing 
fiush, the £1795 Technoiogy Package 
provides a high-speed in-car 
internet connection. Audi’s take on 
Mercedes’ Airscarf, which biows 
warm air onto the nape of your neck, 
couid come in handy too. 

The engine is carried over from 
the coupe, which means 306bhp and 
280ib ft, a 4.9sec 0-62mph time with 
S-tronic (5.2sec for the manuai) and 
a top speed iimited to 155mph. The 
seif-shifting six-speeder is inciined to 
reach top gear as eariy as possibie, 
but knock the geariever out of Drive 
and into Sport, stretch your fingers 
to the coiumn-mounted paddies, 
and you’re back in the game, 
controiiing aii the assets. 

There’s pienty of iow-down shove 
to move the TTS’s 1470kg (1450kg in 
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Audi TTS Roadster 



Top right: the new TTS 

features Audi’s Virtual 
Cockpit and a seatbelt- 
integrated nnicrophone. 
Right: fabric roof opens 
or closes in just ten 
seconds at road speeds 
of up to 31nnph: topless 
TT weighs 85kg more 
than equivalent coupe 


Specification 


‘When you 
push on, the 
TTS adopts 
a more 
rear-biased 
attitude’ 


manual form) and when the tacho 
sweeps past SOOOrpm, the turbo 
is full to bursting with boost and 
your trigger finger needs to be ready 
for another upshift. The ratios are 
well spaced for the engine’s power 
delivery, and the shifts, particularly 
on the way down, are rapid-fire 
quick, matching engine speed to 
road speed and serving up a crackle 
and pop of engineered overrun. 

The latest Haldex quattro 
system benefits from updates to 
the coupe’s setup, which means 
100 per cent of the torque can be 
distributed to either axle depending 
on grip levels. When you push on, the 
TTS Roadster adopts a more rear- 
biased attitude to further increase 
its dynamic ability. It’s no Boxster, 
but it can be encouraged to engage 
you in the process rather than 
leaving you to your own devices. The 
electromechanical steering isn’t 
particularly feelsome, but it weights 
up nicely as you apply lock. 

All-in-all, the Roadster’s chassis 
performs beyond expectations. Audi 
Drive Select is standard across the 
range and, when combined with the 
switchable stability control system, 
the chassis can be adjusted to suit 
your needs. Although, on the road 
and when left to its own devices 
in Auto mode, there isn’t any great 




need to turn to the more aggressive 
Dynamic setting. 

The TT is still a compact sports 
car - this new model is shorter 
than the car it replaces but crucially 
has a longer wheelbase, the 
benefits of which make themselves 
apparent in quicker corners, where 
confidence and stability are key. 

The only limiting factor our test 
TTS Roadster highlights is related 
to the OEM 19-inch Hankook tyres, 
which are frankly awful. Up to a 
point they work well with the TT’s 
underpinnings, doing what is asked 
of them. But push that extra tenth 


or two and, despite the car more 
than feeling up to the task in hand, 
the tyres give up far too easily in wet 
conditions, with alarming rates of 
push-on understeer in particular. 

Nevertheless, this new Audi 
TTS Roadster is now a serious 
proposition. Some may never be 
able to see beyond the effeminate 
connotations of Ingolstadt’s sports 
car, but look beyond the prejudices 
and this TTS should be on your list 
of contenders immediately below 
Porsche’s Boxster S.D 
Stuart Gallagher 
(@stuartg917) 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 0-62niph Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

In-line 4-cyl,]984cc, turbo 

159g/km 

306bhp@5800-6200rpm 

2801b ft @1800-5700rpm 4.9sec (claimed) 155mph (limited) 

0 Audi build-quality: powertrain B Coupe still looks better 

1470kg (212bhp/ton) 

evo rating 

£41,085 
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the roof 



IN FIXED-ROOF COUPE 
form, the BMW M235i 
was one of the real- 
world stars of 2014. 

On the face of it a spot of wind-in- 
the-hair motoring might just be the 
finai biustery fiourish needed to turn 
a four-and-a-haif star car into the 
compiete package, but when you 
dive into the spec sheet and reaiise 
the drop-top modei is burdened with 
an additionai 145kg of fiab, that soon 
seems uniikeiy. 

The sheer amount of bracing that 
is required to prevent a decapitated 
car from foiding in on itseif at the 
first sight of a corner is so massive 
that aii dynamism and precision 
goes the same way as the roofiine. 
What’s more, the 145kg of steei that 
BMW has weided to the beheaded 


structure demonstrabiy isn’t 
enough: it’s actuaiiy possibie to see 
the steering wheei shuddering about 
the cabin over bumpy sections of 
road as the sheii twists and deforms. 

Unweicome fiex aside, the M235i 
Convertibie does actuaiiy do a 
passabie impression of the Coupe 
in spirited driving, to a point. On 
turn-in it stiii finds good bite across 
the front wheeis before ieaning hard 
on its rear axie; it remains neatiy 
baianced and fineiy poised. It can 
also be neutralised at corner exit 
under power, which is where the 
sense of engagement and two-way 
interaction can be found in this car. 

You need oniy to push a iittie 
harder to feei the consequences 
of that iost structurai rigidity and 
additionai weight, though. As the 


steering coiumn and windscreen 
surround shimmy this way and that, 
the chassis aiso seems to reach 
its iimits sooner than the Coupe 
modei does. There isn’t the same 
body controi through direction 
changes and the steering itseif 
is aiso appreciabiy iess crisp and 
accurate. It passes through brief 
moments of stickiness and patches 
of hyperactive response as the iock 
is diaiied in and out. It feels more like 
a primitive ERAS system rather than 
the M235i Coupe’s very convincing 
eiectric setup. 

What the Convertibie does share 
with the fixed-roof modei, however, 
is its sense of waywardness over 
unduiations. Rather than settiing 
immediateiy after a verticai input, 
the rear axie instead gets out of 


sync with the shape of the road, 
which can be quite aiarming at 
pace. It’s possible that the rear axle 
is quite soft both in compression 
and roii because this very torque- 
rich drivetrain has to work with 
an open differentiai. A very stiff, 
firmiy controiied rear end wouid 
be disastrous in traction terms 
without an LSD. 

On the pius side, the 
turbocharged straight-six and 
optionai eight-speed ZF automatic 
gearbox are stiii no iess than 
exceiient. The seif-shifting ’box is 
very weii suited to the Convertibie’s 
more reiaxed character - it’s aiways 
quick and smooth in both auto and 
manuai mode - whiie the engine is 
responsive, torquey and keen to rev. 
In fact, the 3321b ft from 1300rpm 


048 www.evo.co.uk 







BMW M235i Convertible 







M 


‘Unwelcome flex 
aside, the M235i 
Convertible 
does actually 
do a passable 
impression of the 
Coupe in spirited 
driving’ 

Specification 

Engine C02 

In-line 6-cyl, 2979cc, turbocharged 184g/km 


Right: cabin can be 
blustery without the 
wind-deflector in 
place, and that steals 
the rear seats. Below, 
from left: blue calipers 
denote M-series brakes: 
Convertible more cruiser 
than hustler: test car an 
eight-speed auto 



does a very fine job of disguising the 
Convertibie’s extra weight - you’d 
have to be famiiiar with both cars 
to identify any significant ioss of 
acceierative thrust. 

The 2-series Convertibie, which 
effectiveiy repiaces the 1-series 
Convertibie, was designed to be 
aitogether more useabie every day 
than the previous modei. To that 
end the boot is bigger and more 
readiiy accessibie through a wider 
opening, the fabric roof cuts wind 
noise and it can aiso be activated 
in just 20 seconds at speeds up to 
Slmph. BMW daims to have reduced 




decibei ieveis within the cabin with 
the roof in piace by haif. Since the 
decibei scaie isn’t iinear, that doesn’t 
quite mean that this new car is haif 
as noisy as the oid car on a cruise, 
but this roof certainiy does a decent 
impression of a fixed metai top. 

Being a four-seat coupe (aduits 
won’t thank you for ieaving them 
crammed into the rear bench for 
too iong) the roof opening is a big 
one, which means the cabin is a 
biustery piace without the wind 
defiector in piace. The interior 
itseif is very standard BMW fare in 
terms of design, whiie the quaiity 



and fit is generaiiy very good. The 
unsightiy shut iines between the two 
mouidings that make up the door 
handie do iet the side down, though. 

Aithough the M235i Convertibie 
faiis some way short of the Coupe 
in terms of dynamic abiiity, it is far 
and away the pick of the 2-series 
Convertibie iine up. The more potent 
engine and siightiy more focused 
chassis eievate it above the tepid 
228i modei that we’ve aiso driven, 
but this is, nonetheiess, one for the 
image conscious rather than the 
driving enthusiast. □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser) 


Power Torque , 0-62mph Top speed Weight Basic price 

321bhp@5800-6000rpm ^ 3321b ft @1300-4500rpm I S.Osec (claimed) 155mph (limited) 1695kg (192bhp/ton) £37,710 

Q styling: drivetrain O Loss of dynamic ability compared with Coupe I evo rating ^ ^ 
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Peugeot 
308 GT 
1.6 THP 

Test location: Lisbon, Portugal 
GPS: 38.850336, -9.322843 

Greater things are in store for 
the 308 nameplate, but the 
new GT is a promising start 

Photography: Pete Gibson 



HOW RAPIDLY OUR 
perceptions of power 
change. Take the 
originai Ford Sierra 
Cosworth. It had 204bhp. It was 
enough to make your heart thump 
harder, enough to hassle a supercar. 
Yet by the mid-noughties, 200 
had become a number that merely 
denoted ‘fail’ for any hot hatch that 
couldn’t muster it. A decade iater, in 
2015, 300 is the new 200. 

Which isn’t to say the 200bhp 
hatch has been buried. As with 
everything in the modern car range, 
it’s aii about caiibration. In Peugeot’s 
badge hierarchy, occupying the siot 
beiow the forthcoming GTi and R, 
piain GT provides a comfortabie, 
not-too-demanding retirement 
home for the once exaited output. 
There’s a iess powerfui but torquier 
diesei and an SW wagon piumping 
out the iine-up too but, in twin-scroii 
turbocharged 1.6 THP petroi form, 
the 308 GT appears to be 2015’s 
textbook definition of a warm hatch. 

Its 202bhp is deveioped at 
6000rpm and supported by 210ib ft 
of torque that kicks in at just 
1750rpm. The car wiii do 146mph 
(3mph up on the Cossie) and sprint 


Specification 

Engine C02 

In-line 4-cyl, 1598cc, turbo 130g/km 


to 62mph in a ciaimed 7.5 seconds if 
you’re a dab hand with the six-speed 
manuai gearbox, and there reaiiy 
isn’t much excuse because the shift 
action is as iight and siick as they 
come. If you press a button on the 
centre console near the stubby 
gearlever, you can have a gruffer, 
electronically manipulated engine 
note piped through the speakers in 
the door paneis. 

Aiong with the miidiy sporting 
wheeis, spoiiers and interior, there 
are broadiy spaced faux exhaust 
taiis that venture nowhere near 
the actuai exhaust pipe and 
wouidn’t iook out of piace on an 
AMG Mercedes. Mixed messages? 
Nothing so ciumsy. Just weii- 
chosen veneers expertiy matched 
to preserve the iiiusion of hard- 
knuckied exuberance without quite 
having the wherewithai to go there. 

Costing £24,095, you can certainiy 
buy more power and performance 
for your money (Ford Focus $T, SEAT 
Leon Cupra et ai) but the Peugeot 
nudges attention away from raw 
stats with a very smart cabin, pienty 
of standard kit and even a iittie 
Audi-esque sophistication in the 
form of aii-LED headiights. 



Inside, Peugeot’s current 
obsession with dinky steering 
wheeis, high-set instruments 
and jumbo touchscreens is stiii 
contentious for some, but the iayout 
works and does iook strikingiy 
different in a worid of rather 
formuiaic go-faster interiors. The fit 
and quaiity of the materiais are aiso 
conspicuousiygood. 

As, for the most part, is the 
driving experience, so iong as you’ve 
taken the troubie to manage your 
expectations. Perhaps the best 
thing about the chassis is the way it 
negotiates the sweet spot between 
piiancy and precision. It used to be 
Peugeot’s ‘thing’ and it’s evident 
here. There are proper hot hatches 
that wiii serve up more initiai 
excitement and invoivement, but I 
reckon the 308 GT wouid have their 
measure on rough roads, staying 
composed and unruffied over bumps 


and ruts that can jar so rudeiy on 
stiff springs and dampers. No, the 
308 GT doesn’t have quite as much 
outright grip or the hair-trigger 
transient responses, but there’s 
nothing wrong with its heim, which 
is quick, accurate, weii weighted 
and communicative. The GT turns in 
keeniy and, another bygone Peugeot 
trick, can transform understeer 
into oversteer with the throttie 
aione, aibeit not as suddeniy as the 
infamousiy snappy 205 GTI of yore. 

In short, the 308 GT flows well and 
has fine roii-on pace, which goes a 
iong way to nuiiifying any perceived 
shortfaii in straight-iine thump. 

Not that it feeis that much. The 
THP engine has an exceiient spread 
of power and torque, to the point 
where it aimost doesn’t feei iike a 
turbocharged unit. Peak twist arrives 
at just 1750rpm, but the motor spins 
smoothiy and eageriy to 5500rpm 
before the urge begins to taii off. 

So yes, we’ve come a iong way. A 
five-door hatchback with 202bhp no 
ionger cuts it as ‘hof . If you merely 
crave an easy life that’s siightiy iess 
ordinary, however, the 308 GT is just 
about perfect. □ 

David Vivian (@davidjvivian) 


Power 

Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

202bhp @ 6000rpm 

2l0lbft@l750-4500rpm 

7.5sec (claimed) 

I46mph (limited) 

1200kg (171bhp/ton) 

£24,095 


□ Effortlessly brisk; well-judged chassis: stylish D Pricey, short on genuine thrills evo rating 
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THE POWER 



Enhance your car's performance and sound with an Akrapovic exhaust system. Increased horsepower and torque 
with reduced weight - the engineering magic behind the outstanding performance and unmistakable sound of 
Akrapovic lies in the use of supreme materials that provide optimum exhaust flow. Because we don't accept 
compromises when it comes to quality. 

To learn more about our exhaust systems and all the available features, please visit www.akrapovic.com 
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Twin test: 
Porsche Macan 
Turbo V BMW M3 

Test location: Podington, Bedfordshire, UK GPS: 52,251445, -0.63920 


You have an enviable 
sum of money to spend 
on a fast but practical 
performance car that 
puts the driver first. 
Should - for the very 
first time - your shortlist 
include an SUV? 
Photography: Aston Parrott 



w 


WITH ITS MIGHTY 
Macan Turbo, Porsche 
has asked some pretty 
stern questions of the 
established piayers in the £60,000 
famiiy performance car market. This 
genre - which has been dominated in 
recent years by the BMW M3 saioon, 
Audi RS4 and Mercedes C63 AMG - 
has never before offered its buyers 
an SUV-styie ride height in tandem 
with suitabiy fierce performance and 
reai driver engagement. In that sense 
the Macan Turbo could be an entirely 
new proposition. Given how highiy 
the premium marketpiace regards 
SUVs (and anything with a Porsche 
crest on its snout for that matter), 
it iooks as though Weissach might 
have turned the genre on its head. 

The reai question, of course, is 
whether or not the Macan Turbo 
reaiiy does merit comparison with 
the best in ciass in outright dynamic 


terms. The current ciass ieader is 
the new BMW M3 (aithough hopes 
remain high that the new Mercedes 
C63 AMG wiii have a fair pop at it) 
and so, in Yas Marina Biue, it iines 
up to defend the honour of the 
traditionai famiiy performance car. 

Even if we ignore the respective 
hues of these test cars, it’s pretty 
ciear that the M3 makes a iot more 
noise about its firepower and 
intent. It is very definiteiy a high 
performance car, whiie the Macan 
Turbo couid, but for the badging, be 
running a dismai diesei engine. In 
fact, the Porsche trails the BMW by 
just 31bhp and matches it for peak 
torque output: the M3’s twin-turbo 
straight-six deiivers 425bhp, with 
406ib ft of torque from 1850rpm, 
whiie the Macan’s twin-turbo V6 
peaks at 394bhp and boasts the 
same 406ib ft, oniy SOOrpm sooner 
atjustl350rpm. 


Objectiveiy there’s very iittie to 
choose between the two engines, 
but the M3 does have a significant 
weight advantage. BMW ciaims 
1560kg with the optionai M DCT 
’box, some 365kg iess than Porsche 
ciaims for the Macan Turbo (which 
is oniy avaiiabie with PDK). Given 
its modest footprint, the word 
that best seems to describe the 
Macan is ‘dense’. So it foiiows that in 
straight-iine terms the BMW is the 
quicker of the two. Our timing gear 
shows that the four-wheei-drive 
Macan hits 30mph from standstiii 
in 1.7sec, three-tenths ahead of the 
M3, but by 60mph the BMW is four- 
tenths ahead. It clocks a rapid 4.1sec 
0-60mph dash, after which it seems 
to iight its afterburners as it rips to 
lOOmph in just 8.6sec (that’s Ferrari 
F430-quick, by the way), whiie the 
Macan needs a further 2.5 seconds 
to hit the ton. By any reasonabie 
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measure, the Macan Turbo is a very 
fast car; the M3 just happens to be 
unreasonably fast. 

Like its two-door M4 stablemate, 
the M3 is, in the right conditions, a 
very effective drivers’ car. On a dry, 
smooth road it finds remarkable 
grip at the front axle on turn-in. It 
feels sharp, agile and fearsomely 
quick in a straight line. There’s real 
quality to the damping over surface 
imperfections and compressions, 
too, while the intermediate 
suspension setting returns good 
pliancy over bumps. 

In dynamic terms the M3 isn’t 
without its flaws, however. That 
monstrous surge of torque causes 
the rear axle quite significant 
problems in the lower gears: with the 
front wheels at any angle other than 
dead straight, the break of traction 
under load can be quite sudden. The 
locking M differential does at least 
make that traction break consistent 
and, with familiarity, predictable. 

With the stability control system 
knocked back to its M Dynamic 
mode, the driver can bring the rear 
end into play under power, which 
makes the M3 a fun and engaging 


‘On roads 
that crest and 
trough, the 
M3 runs out of 
body control 
well before 
it runs out 
of grip’ 



thing without being intimidating. 
Naturally, with the systems fully off 
it’ll drift for Germany. 

The electrically assisted steering 
is nicely detailed once the chassis is 
loaded up mid-corner, which allows 
the driver to feel the point at which 
the front tyres will start to scrub 
wide. With the chassis unloaded, 
however - at the point of initial 
turn-in, for instance - the steering is 
rather vague. This makes exploiting 
the enormous turn-in grip a matter 
of confidence and familiarity, not 
one of immediate intuition. 


On roads that crest and trough, 
the M3 runs out of body control well 
before it runs out of grip. None of the 
damper modes seem to tie the rear 
axle to the road surface, so vertical 
inputs cause the back end of the car 
to pogo just as the driver wants to 
feel that it’s locked down. Combining 
pliancy with solid body control is 
a trick reserved for the very best 
performance cars. Unfortunately, it’s 
a trick the M3 can’t perform. 

The imbalanced torque-to- 
traction ratio, the remoteness of 
the steering on turn-in and the lack 
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Porsche Macan Turbo v BMW M3 



Above: Macan’s cabin 
borrows its style fronn 
other Porsches: its wheel 
is even based on the 918’s. 
Below left: MS’s low-set 
seat provides a nnore 
sporting driving position 


‘The Macan 
responds 
with some of 
the precision 
and control 
of a good hot 
hatch. Over 
undulating 
roads it’s 
actually better 
tied to the 
surface than 
the MS’ 


of body control on cresting roads 
all conspire to make the MS feel 
like a proper handful at the limit, 
which gnaws away at the driver’s 
confidence. This isn’t a car that 
benignly invites its driver to place it 
on the edge and keep it there. On the 
right road and in the right conditions 
(the aggressive Michelin Pilot Super 
Sports are out of their depth in wet 
weather) the MS is ferociously fast 
and enjoyable, but it doesn’t have 
the broad comfort zone that marks 
out a great sports saloon. 

What first impresses in the 
Macan is the quality of the ride 
in the normal suspension mode. 

It’s so well cushioned and fluid 
that doubts arise as to the car’s 
on-the-limit dynamic potential. In 
corners, the Macan also rolls and 
slops about, settling into persistent 
understeer quite readily. Switch to 
a firmer chassis mode, though, and 
it really does sharpen its responses. 
Suddenly it feels alert and agile, with 
little body roll. It begins to respond 
with some of the precision and 
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BMW M3 Porsche Macan Turbo 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

0-62niph 

In-line 6-cyl, 2979cc, twin-turbo 

194g/km 

425bhp@5500-7300rpm 

4.1sec (claimed) 

Torque 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

4061b ft @]850-5500rpm 

155mph (limited) 

1560kg (277bhp/ton) 

£56,590 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

0-62niph 

V6,3604cc, twin-turbo 

216g/km 

394bhp@6000rpm 

4.8sec (claimed) 

Torque 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

4061b ft @1350-4500rpm 

165mph (claimed) 

1925kg (208bhp/ton) 

£59,648 


□ Performance, styling, dry-weather handling 


O Perhaps the best performance SUV on sale B Still not a match for a proper sports saloon 

evo rating 


control of a good hot hatch and over 
undulating roads is actually better 
tied down than the M3. 

In second-gear bends it’ll even 
mimic the MS’s signature cornering 
stance. Turn in, let the car settle, 
then stand abruptly on the power 
and the driver will feel the four- 
wheel-drive system directing torque 
towards the outside rear wheel. This 
then breaks traction, sending the 
Macan into a genuine powerslide, 
albeit a rather short one. Of course, 
that sort of behaviour is unduly 
aggressive, but it’s the most vivid 
demonstration of the Macan’s 
fundamental agility and poise in 
corners. It won’t pull off the same 
trick in third-gear bends, but the 
driver will appreciate an underlying 
sense of nimbleness that sits at 
odds with the SUV shape. 


B Engine lacks character, on-limit body control 

evo rating 


‘The Porsche 
is freakishly 
capable for an 
SUV and it’s 
very nearly 
a match for 
the BMW in 
terms of cross- 
country pace’ 


Soon enough, however, the laws of 
physics intervene. In rapid direction 
changes, the Macan surrenders to 
its weight and ride height. Its front 
axle will give up sooner than the 
MS’s and its helm is also less precise. 
Although the M3 isn’t any kind of 
universal dynamic benchmark, it 
has much less to overcome than the 
Porsche and so sets standards for 
involvement and fun that the Macan 
simply can’t match. 

Downsized, turbocharged 
engines will become increasingly 
commonplace in the coming years 
and these are two of the best 
examples of the moment. While the 
M3’s 3-litre unit has more of a ripping 
top end and fractionally sharper 
responses than the Macan’s 3.6, it’s 
actually the BMW’s powerplant that 
becomes more of a sticking point; a 


torque-rich, muted style of delivery 
is quite appropriate for a fast SUV, 
but it’s less at ease in a bona fide 
M-car. All that separates their twin- 
clutch gearboxes, meanwhile, is a 
little more abruptness at the point 
of re-engagement in the M3. 

The Porsche is freakishly capable 
for an SUV and it’s very nearly a 
match for the BMW in terms of 
cross-country pace, but it simply 
isn’t as much fun. For all its ability, 
the Macan Turbo hasn’t quite turned 
the £60,000 family performance car 
genre inside out. There’ll be a great 
many buyers out there who will find 
much to admire about its unrivalled 
concoction of performance, dynamic 
ability and SUV ride height, but 
enthusiastic drivers will find that the 
traditional way is still king. □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser) 
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Z)MS AUTOMOTIVE 






THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 1S YEARS. 


DMS 1M(EVO MARCH '12) 

"THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM 


DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) 

"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2‘ 


DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY 09) 

"THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) 

"IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, 
YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE 'll) 

"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 



BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. 

WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS»670i BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600f BHP 

997 CARRERA S POK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S» 376+ BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3UP»436BHP 
BOXSTER3.4S»336+BHP 
CAYMAN S» 34? BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.0 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DItSEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 300+ BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 600+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

SL63AMG »560+BHP(+DE-LIMIT, 

RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 

CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 

SLK55 AMG » 389 BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SLK350»328BHP 

220 CDi ALL MODELS » 210+ BHP 

250 CDi ALL MODELS » 259+ BHP 

320 CDi V6W 274 BHP 

350 CDi V6» 31? BHP 

420 7450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

M5/M6F10»620+ BHP 
M5V10»b48+ BHP (205 M PH) 
X5M/X6M»618BHP 
1M»411+BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M3 E46 » 370 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

F10 520D»221 BHP 

F10 530Di>296BHP 

F10 535D»358BHP 

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D»25?BHP 

330D E90 51 296+ BHP 

320DL90»215BHP 

730D»290+ BHP 

X5 4.0D./740D»370BHP 

X5 3.0D»296BHP 

X6X50I4.4»500+BHP 

535D/335D/X5SD»355+ BHP 

M135i Please call for more info 


EXOTIC /MISC 

FERRARI CAUI-ORNIA 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO) 546 BHP 

LP560 » 600+BHP 

LP640»707 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 7'07 BHP 

MASERATI GT/OPORT » 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

ALL 2014 MASERATI'S Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 4.0 r V8 Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 V10» 680+BHP +DE-LIMIT 

AUDI R8V1 »59?+BHP 

AUDI RS4/R8 B7 » 439 BHP + DE-LIMIT 

AUDI RS3»420+ BHP 

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ Ql IP 

AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 

AUDI S3 / GOLF R» 317+ BHP 

ALL 2014 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

RANGE ROVER 4.4 TDV0» 395 BHP 

R ROVER SPORT 3.0D » 305 BHP 

EVOQUE 2.2 DIESEL » 240 BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0TV8»600+ BHP 

BENTLEY CGT/ F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 660 BHP 

GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 


FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND 
INSTALLATION: UK » IRELAND » EUROPE 
USA » ASIA » AUSTRALIA » S.AFRICA 



SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 
/DMSAUTOMOTIVE follow us for our latest news! 


www.dmsautomotive.com 



UK: 0845 850 1845 INT: +44 845 850 1845 







11-15 September 2015 


o d VO n t LJ r-G 

IP® 1=7 

Poi<^tane 

Calais 

l-uzem 

Julier Pass, Sf Moritz 
Umbrail Pass, SttHvto Pass, 
Sormfo Pass 
fnnsbruc^k 

Crossgiockner Pa*x5, 

Brennar Pass 
IMurburgrlng n 


Innsbruck 


All cars including classics welcome! 


What’S incLudEd 


Return Eurotunnel crossings 

4 nights luxury accommodation 

Guide to the best roads and Alpine passes 

in Switzerland, Italy and Austria 

Nurburgring lap pass 

UK track day of your choice 

12,000 per car (2 people) 


21 May -4 June 2016 
£ 11,000 


20-27 June 2015 
£3,000 


www.ciniuit-days.CD.uk - 0130E n43BEn 




JJutside Line ^ 


by RICHARD MEADEN 


Luca di Montezemolo sharing a pint (and possibiy some pork scratchings) 
with Guy Martin? Weicome to Meaden’s fantasy iocal... 


I I NONE OF YOU WILL BE SURPRISED TO 

read that working on evo can be a pretty jammy 
gig. The hours can be long and unpredictable - or 
predictably long if you’re one of the unsung office- 
based members of the team - and the pay spares 
you the bind of deciding what to blow your disposable income on, 
but the things we get to do and the people we get to meet on your 
behalf often bring their own rewards. 

What may come as more of a surprise is that many of the truly 
special moments come when we’re washing a precious car with 
freezing cold water in some remote Welsh lay-by, or back at the 
hotel when the cars have been parked and the cameras put away. 
In short, the banter can often be a match for the driving. 

Of course, it helps that evo has some of the most illustrious 
wheel washers in the business. Spend a few days - and 
consume a few beers - with Tiff Needed, Andy Wallace 
and Marino Franchitti and the conversation can be 
pure petrolhead heaven. Some might say their talents 
are wasted doing our menial chores. I beg to differ, 
for whether it’s on some windswept hillside, or cosy 
fireside in the hotel bar, these boys have some amazing 
tales to tell. We’ve yet to persuade Dario Franchitti to 
get his hands cold and dirty, but I’ve no doubt his tales 
of turning left at 230mph would make the bleakest conditions 
infinitely more bearable. 

All of which got me wondering about the people who would 
comprise my ultimate gathering of car-related heroes. Yes, I know, 
it’s nothing more than a petrol-infused twist on that most middle- 
class daydream, the celebrity dinner party guest list, but c’mon, 
tell me it’s not a fun game to play. You can run it to your own rules, 
too, which means you can stick to racers or mix it up a bit. 

Who would be propping up the bar in my fantasy pub (called 
The Chequered Flag, in case you were wondering) or sitting round 
my dining table? It’s predictable, but my first guest would have to 
be Sir Stirling Moss. He might have been interviewed more times 
than any other racing driver alive today, but when you’ve done as 
much as he has, thrilling yarns will not be in short supply. How 
did Mille Miglia compare with Targa Florio? Was the Dundrod TT 
circuit more hair-raising than either? What car did he wish he’d 
raced, but didn’t? 

I’m not an ‘industry’ journalist, so I don’t tend to meet many car 
bosses, but of those I have, Luca di Montezemolo is by far the most 
mesmerising. Anyone who can command a filled auditorium’s 
attention with an unscripted speech would surely make for 
a compelling dinner guest. Life at Ferrari in the Lauda years. 
Knowing Enzo. Reinventing the company and the recent parting 


of ways. The man has experienced many lifetimes’ worth of 
adventure and achievement. 

My third invitee would be Guy Martin. Not least because I’d 
love to be in the room when the impossibly Italian LdM and the 
garbled Grimbarian attempt to converse. Linguistics aside, I 
reckon Martin is genuinely one of the nicest, yet most fiercely 
competitive blokes around. His love of history and engineering 
would ensure he’d appreciate the company he’s in, and his racer’s 
heart would forge an instant bond with those around him. And 
anyone who races around the Isle of Man would certainly have 
everyone else’s respect. 

Next up, Craig Breedlove. I’ve got a bit of a thing for the World 
Land Speed Record. The drama, the people, the machines and 
the relentlessness of the quest make it one of mankind’s purest 


and most inspiring challenges. As a five-time WSR holder, 
Breedlove is one of the all-time great speed kings. The first 
man to breach 500 and 600mph - and the first man to survive a 
675mph drift! - he is a true pioneer and an extraordinary figure 
in the lethal realm of straight-line speed. Now aged 77, his desire 
for the WSR remains undimmed. 

My fifth guest would be Vic Elford. Another septagenarian 
racer, and another man with remarkable tales to tell. In 1968 he 
began the year by winning the Monte Carlo Rally in a Porsche 
911. A week later he won the Daytona 24 Hours in a Porsche 
907. That summer he won the Targa Florio and the Niirburgring 
1000km, then came fourth on his FI debut at the French Grand 
Prix. You name it. Quick Vic’s been there and done it. 

My list could go on. As I’m sure will yours, for once you start, 
it’s horribly addictive. Valentino Balboni. Derek Bell. Sir Jackie 
Stewart. Murray Walker. Walter R5hrL The only tricky bit would 
not be getting star-struck. Of course, it’ll never happen, but at 
least I can always console myself with those perishing interludes 
on evo group tests. Whoever said don’t meet your heroes 
obviously never washed wheels with Andy Wallace. □ 

\ Richard is a contributing editor to evo 
O @DickieMeaden I and one of the magazine’s founding team 



‘I’d love to be in the room when the 
impossibly Italian LdM and the garbled 
Grimbarian attempt to converse’ 
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Trident_ redefined. 



THE NEW I TRIDENT 

C60 TRIDENT PRO 600 - Swiss made dive watch with automatic mechanical 
movement, zirconia ceramic bezel and water resistance to 60 bar/600m. 
Available in 38mm and 42mm case sizes, five dial/bezel combinations 
and four strap styles. 

SWISS MOVEMENT Chr-WARD ENGLISH HEART 

LONDON 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopherward.co.uk 



Pefrolhead 



Porter feeling nostalgic for simpler, more resourceful times 


IT WAS AT THE VERY BACK OF THE 

cupboard above the old workbench in my dad’s 
garage. A jauntily striped red, white and blue box, 
about an inch tall, a little longer and wider, bearing 
the words ‘BMC GENUINE PARTS^. 

I took the little box out of the cupboard and opened it. Inside, 
wrapped in yellowing, BMC-branded paper were the guts of a 
switch from an original Mini and a little strip of paper from BMC 
Service Ltd warning that ‘No complaint respecting contents of this 
package will be considered unless accompanied by this slip’. It had 
a date stamped on the back: 11 DEC 1967. 

My dad did own a 1960s Mini. He owned it in the 1960s. It 
was sold not long after the date on the paper, when he moved on 
to a Cortina. Which means that, for the past 47 years, 
my father has kept a minor spare part for a car he 
doesn’t have. 

I asked him about this. ‘Dad,’ I said, ‘I’ve just found 
an old bit for a Mini at the back of the cupboard in 
the garage, but you haven’t owned a Mini for almost 
50 years.’ 

‘I know,’ he said. ‘That’s why it was at the back.’ I was 
so blindsided by this logic, I didn’t have a comeback, 
and by the time I did he’d moved on to talking about 
the weather or which one of his friends had died 
this week. 

I went back to the garage and looked again at the little 
BMC box. Up until now, I wouldn’t have called my dad a hoarder. 
But here we were, clearing out the old family home of almost 40 
years, and from the kitchen cupboards to the carpet off- cut chasm 
of the loft we were finding bits and pieces that any rational person 
would have chucked or burnt around the time of Prince Charles’s 
first wedding. The garage alone was an extraordinary trip down 
car memory lane, through touch-up paints and fan belts and 
various bits of service ephemera for cars that have long gone. 

My dad was an engineer, starting his career working on 
hydroelectric power stations. By the time he retired he was 
an advisor on oils and assorted unctions for heavy industrial 
machinery. He always had an engineer’s mind, based on order 
and precision. He couldn’t relax if the kitchen scissors had been 
put back in the wrong place. It would visibly pain him if you tried 
to open an envelope using your finger rather than the neat, crisp 
slice of the letter opener. At first I was mystified as to why a logical 
and sensible man would hang on to a redundant item like the spare 
Mini switch. But my puzzlement gave way to a wistfulness for what 
the carefully stashed spare actually represented. 

My dad was born in 1937 He’s from a generation that abhorred 


waste. It was programmed into them that you made do and you 
mended. Just because you didn’t have a use for something now, 
that didn’t mean you wouldn’t find a purpose for it in the future. 
To throw it away would be wasteful. And when something 
broke, you might have a gimlet or gubbins tucked away that 
could be used to repair it. My dad, being technically minded, was 
always good at fixing stuff. But whatever your day job, there was 
a time when, if something broke, you got your tools out and you 
tried to mend it. 

Conversely, I can’t remember the last time I tried to fix 
anything. Maybe that’s why the inexplicable BMC parts box made 
me nostalgic for a time when people were less wasteful, a bit 
more resourceful and a lot more hands on. I don’t want to be one 


of those misty-eyed bores yearning for times past because, truth 
is, things change and we move on. A lot of what breaks these days 
is electronic and you’re not going to fix that with a socket set. It’s 
why everyone of my generation has a drawer full of dead mobile 
phones. And why those mobile phones are a strata sitting on a 
sub-soil of knackered Walkmans. 

Really, what the BMC box reminded me of was happy Saturdays 
as a child, watching my dad expertly dismantling, inspecting and 
reassembling countless items, from toys to entire car engines, 
and marvelling at how brilliant he was at this stuff. I won’t get to 
do that in front of my son. 

On the plus side, I have stored up at least part of this experience 
for my boy because, when it came to slinging stuff from my 
father’s garage into a skip, I got to the Mini switch in its brightly 
coloured box and couldn’t bear to chuck it. So I took it home with 
me. And one day, I like to imagine that my kids will come to me 
and say, ‘Dad, what the bloody hell have you got this for?’ □ 

\ Richard is evo’s longest-serving columnist and is 
O @sniffpetrol I also the keyboard behind sniffpetrol.com 



A lot of what breaks these days is 
electronic and you’re not going to 
fix that with a socket set. It’s why 
everyone of my generation has a 
drawer full of dead mobile phones’ 
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BLACK BOOK 


fliTEST DRIVE EVO'S 
.R OF THE YEAR 2014 
FERRARI 458 SPECIALE M 


over 3 days in the Black Forest against 9 other cars 
including the new Lamborghini Huracan and Mercedes-AMG GT. 


To register your interest and receive a full information pack, visit us 

v.ultimatedr 


Ultimate 

Drives 


EXCLUSIVE TO READERS OF EVO JOINING US ON THE EVENT 


Quote the promo code SCTEVO and receive 

your copy of the F1 Black Book 201 5 Edition (worth €1 80) 


Email us: info@ultimatedrives.net 
Call us: 441 (0) 43 542 08 67 






species, and Dario, for one, is mourning its demise 

THE TURBOCHARGER’S TIME HAS 200mph - the first time I hit the double ton - it was just magical 

finally arrived. News that Ferrari’s 458 as those turbos chirped away, adding to the thrill. I didn’t care 

replacement will ditch the company’s ear- what engine the Bugatti had, Ijust knew it was bloody fast, 

splitting, spine-tingling naturally aspirated With the F40, when the turbos are spinning it has great feel 

4.5-litre V8 for a 3.9-litre turbocharged engine and is very precise, but if you let them stop, it takes an age to 

makes me sad. I’m sure Ferrari’s engine boys have designed and get them going again. That said, the moment an F40 lights up 

built an equally brilliant motor in terms of performance and its rear tyres as the boost kicks in makes you glad to be alive, 

efficiency, but for me you can’t beat a naturally aspirated engine. Although if you don’t catch the oversteer you won’t be alive 

It’s a cliche, but the engine really is the heart of a car. for long. You have to play the F40 like a musical instrument 

It’s not just Ferrari heading down the turbo route. Porsche is to overcome its challenges - that’s one of the biggest thrills, 

set to replace the 911’s normally aspirated flat-sixes with a new But then there’s the sound. It’s a great car, but it’s not a great 

range of turbocharged motors by the end of the year - a move sounding car, and sometimes we forget how important it is for 

some will claim to be bigger than when the 911 switched from a car to sound right if you want to connect with it. 

air- to water- cooling. The roar of a naturally aspirated 
flat-six, like the wail of a V8 and the scream of a V12, 
plays such an integral role in connecting you to a car 
that, no matter how sophisticated the design and 
technology of these new turbocharged engines, they 
are always going to struggle with that emotional 
attachment a naturally aspirated engine provides. 

Turbocharged engines have come a long way since 
the days of turbo lag and unpredictable boost. The 
oldest turbo-engined road car I’ve driven is a 930 - the first- What’s interesting is that Ferrari returned to a naturally 

gen 911 Turbo - which has turbo lag you measure in seconds aspirated engine for the F50, McLaren didn’t consider turbos 

as you feel the boost build before it fires you down the road. for the FI, and even Porsche, while continually developing 

It’s enjoyable, but in a different way to a car with a naturally its turbocharged engine for the 911, has stuck with normally 

aspirated engine. In the latter, the enjoyment comes from many aspirated engines for its motorsport cars such as the GT3. 1 do 

elements: the quick throttle response and the ability to balance hope it can find a way to continue to offer a naturally aspirated 

the car on the throttle to name just two. With a turbo engine, the flat-six, just as I hope Ferrari and Lamborghini can still build 

challenge comes from mastering the power delivery, adjusting their brilliant VI 2s. 

how you drive to maximise the performance. This means getting That normally aspirated engines are slowly being forced out 

on the power before the apex, so the turbo’s on boost just when by forced induction motors is significant. I know manufacturers 

you need it. If you’re too early, it arrivesjust when you don’t need will eradicate the turbo engine’s shortcomings with their 

it, too late and you’ll exit the corner waiting for what feels like an involvement in Formula 1, the World Endurance Championship 

age for the engine to come alive. Master driving an old turbo car, and IndyCar. The turbocharged engine Honda built for Champ 

as anyone fortunate enough to have driven a 935 or 917/30 will Car was so advanced it was almost like driving a normally 

know, and there’s enjoyment to be had; fail to do so and you’re aspirated engine, and I’m sure Honda’s new NSX, the Ford GT, 

left wondering if the performance is worth the effort. the Ferrari and the Porsches will be great turbocharged cars. 

But when I was younger, driving Fiat’s Uno Turbo and Ford’s They just won’t sound as good! 

Escort RS Turbo, I remember thinking how excited I was just Ultimately, there will be those who favour turbocharged cars 

to have access to such performance, experiencing that kick and those who will always opt for a normally aspirated engine, 

in the back with every - delayed - delivery of boost. It was Either way it’s great that we still -for now -have a choice. □ 

unsophisticated, but it was fun, and when I drove a Sierra 

Cosworth it was exactly the same - but faster! A few years \ Dario is a three-time Indy 500 winner 

later, chasing Bernd Schneider on the Autobahn in an EBllO at O @dariofranchitti I and four-time IndyCar champ 


‘You have to play the Ferrari F40 
like a musical instrument to 

overcome its challenges’ 
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Philips is the first to create an innovative^ 
pro-active solution against rising xenon- 
lighting piracy 


Philips is the first automotive lighting manufacturer to address the xenon-lamp 
piracy issue. In order to protect their customers and all consumers from counterfeit 
Philips lighting products. Philips has created a pro-active solution using unique, 
state-of-the-art technology. Philips Certificate of Authenticity (COA) is now available 
on every new xenon lamp package you order. 


pass a vehicle inspection. The counterfeit 
xenon lamps can short-circuit the electrical 
system of a vehicle and might even damage 
the onboard computer system. They may 
also cause a fire and, consequently, major 
damage to the vehicle. The installation 
of such automotive lamps is illegal, and 
garages and shops expose themselves to 
litigation if they install counterfeit Philips 
xenon lamps on customer vehicles. It may 
also invalidate the shop insurance. 

In addition, installers could be at risk of 
liability In case of an accident resulting 
in vehicle damage or personal injury. 

The appearance of counterfeit automobile 
lamps on the consumer market has become 
a global problem affecting other automotive 
lighting manufacturers in the world today. 
Philips Is the first manufacturer to develop 
a pro-active solution using a state-of-the-art 
Certificate of Authenticity (COA) in order to 
protect their distributors, garages and other 
automotive professionals from counterfeit 
products. All professionals are now able 


Philips Is the inventor of xenon lighting 
solutions and manufactures the best 
Original Equipment quality xenon lamps 
on the market today. As a result, Philips 
xenon lamps are being copied. Counterfeit 
xenon lamps are becoming increasingly 
available through online and offline 
distribution channels. These counterfeit 
lamps are cheap imitations of inferior quality 
that are not precision-mounted, and may 
result in poor road illumination or the 
blinding of oncoming drivers. 

The installation of counterfeit xenon lamps 
may not only void the vehicle's warranty but 
also invalidate the automobile insurance. 

As these counterfeit lamps are not 
homologated for automobile use, vehicles 
equipped with such Imitations could not 


to verify instantly if they are buying a 
genuine Philips xenon lamp. 

Each product has its own unique COA 
security code as well as other special security 
elements with which professionals can verify 
the authenticity of the Philips product on 


■: PHILIPS 


£ 


lJ 

t 


a dedicated, fully secure Internet platform. 
Professionals also have the possibility of 
additional verification using a magnifying 
glass by examining the Micro Code next 
to the Philips logo, which must match 
the Security code. 

Philips is committed to helping protect its 
customers from poor imitations of inferior 
quality that may damage a vehicle or result 
in personal Injury. From nowon, 
professionals will only have to look on 
the xenon lamp package for the Philips 
Certificate of Authenticity and verify it 
on the Philips website to know if they are 
buying a genuine Philips xenon lamp. 





WWW. ourocorpertB. com 


powerbulbs 



Fi nd out more on 
www.ph tl ips.com/ orig Hvil 


PHILIPS 
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Who’s been bombarding you with clickbait this month? 



Advantage Alpina 

I felt compelled to write in about your tests with the BMW M4 
and Alpina B4 & D4 (evo 206). I’m a BMW man through and 
through, and had placed an order for an M4 in May 2014. 

Then 1 had a back-to-back test drive of an M4 and an Alpina 
B4 at Sytner Nottingham. 1 was left bewildered by how BMW 
could have got the M4 so wrong. With all its expertise and 
years of experience, it has made a car that, in my opinion, 
operates in a very narrow window, i.e. dry, flat roads with 
plenty of run-off. The B4, meanwhile, offers as near as 
dammit the same pace, but without the unnecessary drama 
and histrionics. By comparison, the M4 is a flawed, blunt and 
crude instrument. 

1 cancelled my M4 order. 1 think BMW’s engineers should 
remind themselves what an M-car’s USPs are. Let’s hope not 
too much damage has been done to the M brand and that 
BMW can deliver the car M drivers always wanted. 

Brent Powell 


r 







The Letter of the Month 
wins an Elliot Brown watch 

This month’s star letter writer receives an Elliot Brown 
Canford 202-005 (pictured), worth £325. Its custom 
shock absorption system and permanently sealed 
crowns help ensure this rugged timepiece can be worn 
every day - no matter what’s thrown at It. 


ELLIOT BROWN* 


www.elliotbrownwatches.conri 


Carlton correction 

I suspect others will have picked up 
on the unusual hyper Lotus Carlton 
to ‘consider’ as an alternative to the 
Chrysler 300C HemI In Market Watch 
(evo 206). Oh for a V8, but I believe the 
car actually ran a 3.6-lltre, 24-valve 
twin-turbo stralght-six, derived from 
the non-turbo 3-lltre unit In Its baby 
sister, the Carlton GSI. 

In the early 1990s we used one of 
the latter at the Traffic Department of 
Kent Police based near Canterbury. It 
was unmarked. In white, with Mlnllltes, 
and fitted with video equipment 
to detect more serious offenders, 
and was used predominantly on our 
motorway system. 

One morning, with a television 
crew on board. It followed a powerful 
Toyota on the M20 near Folkestone, 
reaching 156mph during the Incident - 
at that time one of the highest speeds 
recorded on a UK road. Not bad for 
an engine block that originated In a 
Bedford lorry... 

Malcolm Brockman 

A different class 

I was Interested to read Dan Prosser’s 
review of the Rolls-Royce Wraith In 
evo 205. 1 was recently driven In one 
and completely agree with most of 
the comments. However, I would go 
somewhat further on the Issue of the 
BMW association. 

Since I own a Bentley Continental R 
from the era when both Rolls and 
Bentleys were made at Crewe, I was 
curious to see how the quality of the 
Wraith’s Interior trim and fittings 
compared. I was genuinely shocked to 
discover that the famous eyeball vents 
are now made of chromed plastic 
rather than the machined and plated 
steel of those In my own car. 

Wherever I looked, I was suspicious 
that what appeared to be chrome- 



Above: they don’t make ’em like they used 
to, says Gerard Baines of new Rolls-Royces 


plated metal might In fact be plastic. 
For example, the oddments tray next 
to the gearlever Is clearly made of 
lightweight shiny plastic and rattles 
around even when gently jiggled. 

There Is no doubt that huge 
engineering progress has been made, 
but such cars used to be built without 
regard to cost when It came to Interior 
fittings and materials. Sadly, I feel that 
Is no longer the case. 

Gerard Baines 

Mac fact 

Having driven McLaren Pis and FIs a 
fair amount, I was naturally Interested 
In your article ‘McLaren Heaven’ (evo 
205). It did not disappoint - as usual, 
Richard Meaden’s thoughts were 
stimulating and Insightful. 

I must, however, take exception to 
the accompanying article, ‘FI v PI: let’s 
get technical’. In It, Michael Whiteley 
asserts that the motive behind the 
FI’s central driving position was ‘to 
solve the problems of pedal box offset 
and visibility’. In fact the primary 
motive for the central driving position 
was that... It was In the centre. 

A central driving position Is far 
superior to a standard offset one 
and was essential to Gordon Murray 
achieving his overarching goal: to 
create the best drivers’ car possible. 

It also enabled the FI uniquely to carry 
a driver and two passengers, or one 
passenger and enough luggage to put 
the PI and Its counterparts to shame. 
Paul Flemke 

We mainly concentrated on technical 
aspects in our article - hence the focus 
on the pedal box. Many supercars 
from the FI’s era suffered from pedal 
box offset (think Ferrari F40) and the 
packaging for the FI solved this problem 
- even if it was a by-product of providing 
the perfect driving position! - MW 



Above: FI’s central seat was chosen for a 
superior driving position, says Paul Flemke 
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New Honda NSX 

The new NSX boasts a twin-turbo V6, three electric motors anrt 
a total power output of 550bhp+, all for around £150,000. Should 
Porsche, Audi, Mercedes-AMG, Ferrari et al be worried? 


In a word, no. £150k is hardly a bargain 
and it’s up against serious talent with 
more desirable badges. It doesn’t look 
anything special either, quite generic. 

tazsura 

The last NSX was a game changer, so 
maybe this one will be too. 

McSwede 

Technically, didn’t BMW beat them 
with the i8? It has less power, but 
the NSX is also 50 per cent more 
expensive. I doubt any car costing 
£150k can be classed as a game 
changer since it is in reality a luxury 
toy, so I doubt any other manufacturer 
will be that worried. The front of the 
new NSX is also a vile mess. 
Philomena Cunk 

It will have to be something truly 
astonishing to be a game changer. 
Compared to when the original came 
out, the competition has upped 
the game significantly in terms of 
durability, reliability and driveability, if 
road tests are to be believed. I’m not 
sure I can see that happening, and 
with no superstar connection in the 
development (that we know of), it has 
a very large mountain to climb. 
DeskJockey 

Isn’t the whole ‘handling by Senna’ 
thing for the original NSX a myth 
and he actually did pretty much 
no development work on the car? 

Just get Alonso and Button to tool 
around in the new one and do a bit of 
marketing that they were involved in 
its development. Job done! 

Maw 


I wonder whether they’ll be involved in 
the NSX’s marketing at all, seeing as at 
that price it would be a direct rival for 
the McLaren Sport Series. 

ukpete 

I would have thought that most 
people that have £150k to spend on a 
performance car may be able to spend 
£200k for a 458 or whatever. I think 
Honda may find it tough. 
Mattyl980 

I think it depends on what the NSX 
offers. Although it’s similar in concept 
to the i8 it will seemingly offer much 
higher performance for relatively 
little extra cash (in supercar terms). 
The thought of something that’s part 
GT-R, part R8 and part i8 sounds 
intriguing, as long as its done right. 
mr_pushrod 

I’ll be interested in 20 years when 
they’re £3x,000! 

ukpete 

As long as someone’s replaced the 
Duracells first. 

mr_pushrod 

I can’t comment on the rest of the 
world, but in this country people just 
won’t spend £150k on a Honda, no 
matter how good it is, when they can 
have a Porsche, Audi or BMW for the 
same money or less. 
rlaw22 

What’ll you all think if it comes close 
to a seven-minute lap of the Ring? 

I guess that’ll make it a game changer. 

JohnMc 


Join the discussion 

Keep an eye on evo.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/ 
evomagazine) to participate in our regular Talking Point debates. 
The best comments will be published here each month 
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From the forums: community.evo.co.uk/forums 


Thread of the Month 


T 

MattyB_ 

Worst automotive decision 


Mine? Spending £10.5k on a SlObhp 3.7-iitre engine for my Aifa 
147 GTA after i drove the car into a puddie. The insurance had oniy 
given me £6k for the job, so it cost me £4.5k for an extra SObhp... 


My first car. It was only ever going to be 
a Mk2 Escort. I had ideas of travelling 
sideways everywhere, but reality hit 
when I could only afford to insure a 1.3. 

Lovely steering and gearbox, but 
stupidly soft suspension, next to no 
power, and I discovered both main 
chassis rails were completely rusted 
through after a few months. Bugger. 
mik 

Spending £27k on a TVR Cerbera that 
was off the road more than it was on. 

_Mick_N 

I traded my mint AX GT in for a Honda 
Accord Aerodeck. It weighed about 
double and was dead slow. It did have 
pop-up lights, though, so that was a 
box ticked. 

Gavin 

Replacing my XR4x4 2.9 with a Mk2 Golf 
1.6 CL in a moment of being sensible. 

Brian_the_Snail 

Putting a manual gearbox with a weak 
clutch in a Pontiac Firebird with a 454ci 
engine. 

exiges 


The E39 5301, as I suspect the wiring had 
been done by MacGyver with paperclips 
and chewing gum wrappers. 

Jimmy Choo 

Saxo VTR clown car. Engine fell off the 
mounts. Whole front end fell off. Erratic 
handling. Great fun. Lost a fortune. 

Si 

Rejecting my B5 RS4 because of the 
bendy rims. I should have just bought 
theSportecrimsforit. 

Philomena Cunk 

Selling the Mkl Golf. I should have 
mothballed it and rebuilt it when I had 
sometime. 

GraniteVS 

Selling my (in order of regret) 993 RS, 
964 RS and Maserati Racing. 

Bryn_P 

Selling my Lamborghini Silhouette 
[pictured] was one of the stupidest 
things I have ever done. Selling the 
Countach was one of the stupidest 
things anyone has ever done. 
JonathanE 



Thread of the Month wins a Road Angel safety 
camera & blackspot alert device worth £159.99 



The originator of the best evo forum 
thread wins a Road Angel Gem+. The 
Gem+ automatically updates its camera 
database as you drive and allows users to 
share the locations of live’ camera vans. 

ROAD ANGEL 
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It’s a cracking year for new hot hatches. 

To celebrate, we’re testing the biggest pickers and 
looking backfondfy at past heroes 
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Peugeot 206 
GTI 30th 

Rising values 
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hatches 

Ford Focus 

5T tackles Its 
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Mk1 Ford 
Focus RS 
road trip 
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Inside the 
new Ford 

Focus RS 

New Audi RS3 
driven in the 
Arctic 

New Honda 
Civic Type R 
revealed 

Hot hatch to 
hyperhatch - 
the evolution 


There’s a rumour that with the 208 
GTi 30th Anniversary, Peugeot may 
have rediscovered its hot hatch mojo. 
We pitch it against the exceptional 
Fiesta ST to see if that’s really true 


by DAN PROSSER 

PHOTOGRAPHY by 
DREW GIBSON 


W HEN TWO CARS ARE ALL 

but inseparable over the duration 
of a twin test, it takes a moment of 
inspiration for a victor to emerge. 
This particular contest - Peugeot 208 GTi 30th 
Anniversary meets Ford Fiesta ST -was charging 
headfirst towards a dead heat and a bottled 
verdict, but then one of them went 2.5 seconds 
quicker than the other around the Bedford 
Autodrome’s South Circuit. For reasons that will 
be explained later, that sealed the outcome. 

The predatory ST has been far and away 
the best car in the small hot hatch class since 
it arrived in 2013, but when we first drove 
this limited edition 208 GTi late last year (evo 
205) we were reminded that nothing is sacred. 
Despite being no more than a bit part player in 
the hot hatch game for two decades - having 
once dominated the category, let’s not forget - 
Peugeot had turned around a rude little fighter 
that made us sit up and take notice. 

These are serious performance cars in two- 
thirds scale. On occasion - over the roughest of 
road surfaces, for instance - you’d swear their 
damper fluid had frozen solid. They do crash and 
rattle through town just as they bounce from one 
bump to another on motorways, demanding a 
certain level of patience and understanding from 
their drivers. The trade-off, of course, is that 


when the road opens up they are both utterly 
spectacular. They drip with dynamic ability, but 
they also return a level of on-road performance 
that is, in this day and age, perfectly aligned with 
opportunity to drive quickly in the UK. This is 
now the sweet spot. 

For all the difficulty we had in finding a margin 
between these two on the road, they actually 
traverse a stretch of blacktop in very different 
ways and with their own particular strengths 
and shortcomings. Although they ride firmly, 
both cars seem to release a little tension just 
when you want them to; just at the point when 
you need the chassis to breathe over a bumpy 
road rather than skip along it, they both relax. 

It’s after this point that the trading of blows 
begins. The Fiesta feels as firmly sprung as the 
208, but it leans more in corners, which actually 
contributes to its sense of flow; the driver can 
use that degree of lean to judge the grip across 
the outer edge of the car. The Peugeot, always 
the flatter of the two, responds by simply finding 
more grip. Its Michelin Pilot Super Sports 
just squeeze more purchase out of the surface 
than our Ford long-termer’s Continental Sport 
Contacts (the OF tyres are Bridgestone Potenzas, 
but we’ve found the Contis to be grippier). 

The 208 30th also claws out more traction, 
thanks entirely to its limited-slip differential. 




Above: 208 GTi is able to 
exploit its power advantage 
thanks to its standard LSD. 
Far right: Fiesta ST rennains 
great entertainnnent but 
lacks the Peugeot’s body 
control through demanding 
sequences of corners 


The list of benefits of having an LSD up front is so 
long and varied that this oily metal lump becomes 
the very centrepiece of the car’s dynamic make-up. 
Beyond traction at corner exit, it also allows the 
driver to tighten a line under power rather than 
having to back out of the throttle; it serves as a 
‘get out of jail free’ card when the driver inevitably 
misjudges a corner radius; and it also means the 
car works its electronic stability systems an awful 
lot less than its rival does. In more prosaic terms, 
it also makes the car more fun to drive - keeping 
your right peg buried into and through a corner as 
the diff hooks up and the rear end does as it wishes 
is absolutely one of the most wonderful sensations 
in front-wheel-drive motoring. 

So the Ford doesn’t have a locking differential to 
lean on, but it does have marginally the more direct 
and feelsome steering (and a conventionally sized 
steering wheel, which is always a welcome relief 
after time behind the Peugeot’s tiny offering) and 
far and away the more satisfying gearshift. 

All of which means the two can hardly be 


separated as fast road cars. They are equally 
superb, albeit for quite different reasons, but the 
narrative takes a turn on the Bedford Autodrome’s 
South Circuit. It packs a wicked mix of low-speed 
twisters, medium-speed sweepers and high-speed 
nerve -wrackers into its 1.4 miles. For one of these 
cars to be 2.5 seconds quicker than the other is 
really very impressive indeed. Extrapolated over 
a full Grand Prix circuit, that advantage would 
doubtless be five seconds or more. If you haven’t 
yet worked out which was the faster car, go and 
recite 1 will not underestimate the modern 
sporting Peugeot’ 50 times byway of penance. 

The 208 has a very slight straight-line 
performance advantage - it is, after all, 26bhp 
more powerful than the Fiesta (205bhp plays 179) 
- but it’s the differential that makes the difference 
in terms of terminal velocity. The Peugeot simply 
gets away from the slower corners quicker, not least 
because its diff allows the driver to get back on the 
power sooner. The 208 also gains an advantage 
on turn-in, because its track-biased Michelins find 
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‘The two 
can hardly 
be separated 
as fast road 
cars’ 
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‘Both are 
so agile and 
tweakable 

■ ■ - Peugeot 208 G 

mid-corner’ Ford Fiesta ST 



Above: both cars revive 
the art of lift-off oversteer, 
but in a more predictable 
form than, say, Peugeots of 
old. Left: ST (top) has the 
better gearchange, the more 
expensive Peugeot a more 
lavishly appointed cabin 


enormous bite on the way into corners, and they 
maintain that purchase beyond the apex. The Fiesta, 
by contrast, will slip into understeer sooner and so 
won’t carry the same corner speed. 

In the high-speed direction change at the chicane, 
where you can’t have too much body control as the 
track flicks from left to right, the Peugeot remains 
stable and controlled while the Ford stumbles a 
little. That extra degree of roll, so useful on the road, 
becomes a lack of precision on the circuit. Where the 
Fiesta steals back some honour on the 208 is in its 
adjustability. In fact, both cars are so superbly agile 
and tweakable mid-corner that you wonder at the 
need for rear- wheel- drive cars at all (briefly). That 
not only allows you to enter corners at enormous 
speeds and at unusual angles of approach, but there 
are also certain occasions when the rate of yaw, 
vehicle speed and the corner radius all converge to 
give an impression of cornering on castor wheels. 
It’s impossible to overstate how brilliant that feels. 
But while the Ford has a natural, exploitable level 
of off-throttle agility built into the chassis, the 
Peugeot instead feels artificially oversteery because 
of its very stiff rear axle. The 208 is gratuitous in this 
sense, while the Fiesta is intuitive. 

But lap times don’t decide evo twin tests. For one 
thing, road cars should be judged by their on-road 
performance, and for another outright speed around 
a circuit is less important than fun and engagement. 
But in this exceptional instance, where no margin 
could otherwise be found between them, it is the 
Peugeot’s vastly quicker lap time that proves to be the 
difference. The 208 GTi 30th Anniversary doesn’t 
beat the Fiesta ST because it’s quicker on circuit, 
though; it’s quicker on circuit because it’s that much 
more focused, that much more aggressive than the 
Ford, and that’s why it wins on this occasion. 

At this juncture, it should be noted that the 208 
GTi 30th costs close to £5000 more than the entry- 
level Fiesta ST’. There’s also the Mountune version of 
the Ford to consider, which for another £599 (plus 
fitting) gets you an extra 33bhp, taking the total 
to 212bhp, 7bhp up on the Peugeot. A Mountune- 
equipped car wasn’t available for our test, but we 
doubt the extra power would have swung it, not 
without a limited-slip diff. Perhaps what’s needed is a 
full-on Fiesta RS to administer a smarting backhand 
to those gloating chaps at Peugeot and reclaim the 
small hot hatch crown for Ford. □ 


PEUGEOT 208 GTI 30th 


Engine In-line four-cyl, 1598cc, turbo 
C02125g/km 

Power 205bhp (5) 5800rpm 

Torque 2211b ft @1750rpm 

Transmission Six-speed manual gearbox, front- 

wheel drive, limited-slip differential 

Front suspension Pseudo MacPherson struts, coil 

springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 

Rear suspension Trailing arms, coil springs, 

dampers, anti-roll bar 

Brakes Ventilated 323mm discs front, solid 249mm 
discs rear,ABS, EBD 
Wheeis 7.5 x 18in front and rear 
Tyres 205/40 ZR18 front and rear 

Weight (kerb) 1185kg 
Power-to-weight 176bhp/ton 
0-62mph6.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 143mph (claimed) 

Basic price £21,995 
Onsaie Now 


evo rating: ★★★★★ 


FORD FIESTAS! 


Engine In-line four-cyl, 1596cc, turbo 

C02138g/km 

Power179bhp@5700rpm 

Torque 2141b ft @ 1600-5000rpm 

Transmission Six-speed manual gearbox, front- 

wheel drive, eTVC, ESC 

Front suspension MacPherson struts, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Twist beam, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 

Brakes Ventilated 278mm discs front, solid 253mm 
discs rear,ABS, EBD 
Wheeis 7 x 17in front and rear 
Tyres 205/40 R17 front and rear 

Weight (kerb) 1088kg 
Power-to-weight 167bhp/ton 
0-62mph6.9sec (claimed) 

Top speed 137mph (claimed) 

Basic price £17,395 
Onsaie Now 


evo rating: ★★★★★ 
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good, clean original examples are getting increasingly 
scarce. We have buyers out there actively looking for good 
examples, but often someone will see our ads online and 
come to us because they’ve inherited a car and want to 
market it to people who’ll appreciate its value. 

‘People don’t buy them as investments. Of course there’s 
appeal in the fact your money is pretty safe, but they are 
bought to be driven, though it’s almost always for weekend 
fun rather than daily driving. It might seem like a lot of 
money if you remember what these cars used to sell for, 
but it’s still not a huge amount of money to spend on a car. 
Especially cars with this following. 

‘As I say, values seem to have plateaued at the moment, 
but the market does tend to set itself. With these cars it 
really is down to what people are prepared to pay on the 
day. If someone used to have a Miami Blue 205 GTI 1.9 
and a low mileage car in their ideal spec comes onto the 
market, the chances are they’ll snap it up and perhaps 
establish a new top-end market value in the process. They 
come up for sale so rarely that if you’ve got the money 
you’re not going to risk the perfect car slipping through 
your fingers for the sake of a few grand.’ 

Of course, if you don’t have the patience to wait for the 
‘right’ car, or don’t like the idea of paying top whack for 
a collector’s piece that’s too good to pile miles on, then 
the alternative is to buy a cheaper example and have it 
refreshed to your specification. That’s exactly what evo 
reader James Turner did when he commissioned a car 
from Peugeot tuning and restoration specialist, PuglOff. 

‘I had a 1.6 and a 1.9 GTI back in the day and loved them 
to bits, but this time around I wanted a 205 subtly turned 
up to 12,’ says James. ‘It was always intended as a car to 
be used and enjoyed, rather than kept for sunny Sunday 
mornings. Typically my work has involved more motorway 
driving recently, so I don’t use it as much as I’d like to, but 
it’s just not as suited to that kind of slog as my GTD Golf. 
Still, when I want to get somewhere quickly cross-country 
I always take the 205. It’s ridiculously rapid and mad fun. 
You just can’t drive it slowly! 

‘There’s more to its appeal than just tearing around, too. 
I enjoy the fact it’s not showy like a Porsche or whatever, so 
I can park it anywhere without worrying. It always gets a 
great reception from people, especially car nuts who spot 
that it’s sitting a shade lower and has a little something 
extra about it. Was it a rational way to spend the eventual 
£20k it has cost me? No, of course not! But as a project and 
as a car to drive, it’s been fantastic.’ □ 


I ’M NOT SURE ABOUT YOU, BUT 

whenever I see Peugeot’s TV ad campaign for the 208 
GTi 30th, it’s not the new car I find myself lusting 
after, but the 205 GTI that stars in the dramatic 
opening sequences. Likewise I’m lukewarm about 
the latest Renaultsport Clio 200 Turbo, but would kill for 
the keys to an unmolested R5 GT Turbo. It’s not that the 
current cars aren’t great things to drive, just that there’s 
something deeply appealing about the cars that did such a 
good job of defining what the hot hatch breed is all about. 

Look through the classifieds and it seems I’m not alone, 
for iconic hatches from the ’80s and ’90s are now regularly 
selling for sums approaching the asking price of their 
newer, faster, safer and more sophisticated descendants. 
That’s undoubtedly due to nostalgic old codgers like me 
who have fond memories of owning one or two of them 
decades ago and have a bit of disposable income, but it’s 
also because they still stack up as great things to drive. 

Simplicity, purity, low mass and modest dimensions 
are always a good basis for any sporting car, but there’s 
something uniquely enjoyable, and sometimes genuinely 
challenging, about getting the best from sparky front- 
wheel-drive cars with modest power, more agility than 
stability and no electronics to catch your fall. Of course, 
none of them possess a fraction of the performance and 
maturity offered by cars such as the Fiesta ST or 208 GTi, 
but what you lose in sheer pace, unflappable poise and big- 
car refinement, you gain in feel, fun and engagement. 

If you’re looking at one of the new hot hatches as an 
everyday car then these golden oldies aren’t a realistic 
alternative. But if you’re buying one as a second car to 
drive for fun and occasional daily duties, the classics 
become much more compelling. According to Jim Gillett 
of specialist car dealer 4 Star Classics, that’s why their 
appeal - and value - is at an all-time high. 

‘In my experience these ’80s and ’90s hot hatches have 
come a long way value-wise,’ he says. ‘Three or four 
years ago it was unheard of to see, say, a 205 GTI sell for 
ten grand. Nowadays it’s quite common. At the moment 
they’ve plateaued at around £12k for really low mileage, 
one- owner cars, with the more average - but perhaps 
more useable - cars settling at around half that figure. 
Renault and Peugeot and VW built loads of these cars, but 
with so many of them modified, used, abused or crashed. 
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HE INTERNET IS IN MELTDOWN AS OUR 

little convoy heads west on freezing roads. Why? 
Two letters: RS. Yep, the Focus RS is back and it’s 
being unveiled on the very day we’re conducting our 
own little investigation into the current hot hatch 
hierarchy. You know the details by now (see page 98 
if you don’t), but they’re still drip-feeding through to us 
whenever we stop for coffee or fuel and can check social media. . . 
'At least 320bhp.’ Nice. ‘Four-wheel drive,’ Oooooh. ‘Dynamic torque 
veetoring,’ Oh yes! We agree it sounds pretty bloody exciting. 

It remains to be seen whether the RS can redefine the hot hatch, 
lay waste to everything from the Golf R to the Audi RS3 and 
Mercedes A45 AMG, and bring joy to the hearts of the fellowship 
of the fast Ford. In the meantime there are plenty of plots and 
sub-plots to enjoy amongst this fascinating, accessible and plain 
exciting breed, and the new (well, heavily revised) Focus ST is a key 
player. Over the next couple of days it’ll run head-to-head against 
ils rivals, including that other RS. The French one. It should give us 
a taste of Ford’s current form, remind us just how perfect a match 
a good hot hatch and a bad British B-road really are, and show that 
you don't need four-wheel drive and nearly 350bhp to have fun. 

'I‘he new ST isn’t a headline-grabber like the RS. The new look is 
a little less gawky, the 2-litre four-cylinder turbocharged EcoBoost 
engine still produces 247bhp at SSOOrpm, and the torque figure of 
2651b ft is the same but starts a fraction later, at 2000rpm rather 
than 1750. Ford claims 0-62mph in 6.5 seconds and a top speed 



The new Focus ST 
should remind us just 
how perfect a match a 
good hot hatch and a bad 
British B-road really are’ 
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of 154mph. Other changes include a revised setup for the electric 
power steering, new front springs and firmer damping all round, 
revised Electronic Torque Vectoring Control (brake activated), a 
reprogrammed ESP system and Michelin Pilot Sport 3 tyres for the 
optional 19in wheels. Team RS handled all the work, incidentally. 
Notable omissions? Well, the biggy is a mechanical limited-slip 
differential. With the temperature not threatening to get much 
above freezing, we’ll soon discover if that’s a fatal flaw. 

Against the Focus is a disparate bunch, from the relatively tame 
Kia Proceed GT that’s impressed the whole team as part of our Fast 
Fleet of late, to the resolutely hardcore Renaultsport Megane 275 
Trophy. In between lies the five-door Mini Cooper S, Volkswagen’s 
Golf GTI, the Vauxhall Astra VXR and the SEAT Leon Gupra 280. 
In terms of power, price and intent, the ST (available from £22,195 
but here represented in ST2 trim at £25,995) sits just about in 
the middle. However, we know from the fabulous Fiesta ST that 
Ford has an uncanny knack of making so-so on-paper technical 
specifications sparkle out on real roads. Before this thorough 
facelift the Focus ST wasn’t possessed of its little brother’s 
infectious enthusiasm and sweet balance, but we’re hoping that 
this time the same magic is somewhere underneath that very 
orange paintwork. . . 

WELL, THIS IS NEW. CARS WARMED THROUGH AND 

ice scraped from windscreens, I find myself in a Kia. On an evo 
cover story. Stranger things might have happened at sea, but 


certainly not on the roads over the Brecon Beacons. Stranger still, 
it’s pretty darn good. In fact it drives largely as it looks - sharp, 
uncomplicated and more than a little surprising. The good vibes 
begin the moment you sit behind the wheel. The interior doesn’t 
exactly have the VW feel-good factor, but it’s neat, clear and seems 
pretty high quality. The TFT screen with a central speedo flanked 
by a red turbo boost graphic and a blue torque read-out is a real 
treat, too. Better yet, the low driving position is excellent and the 
thin-rimmed steering wheel feels really good to hold. The Proceed 
doesn’t compete just with a low price these days - at £20,200 it’s 
actually more expensive than the Cooper S, and you can see why 
Kia has that confidence. 

The roads are treacherous but the GT is a nice way to feel my way 
into the conditions. The steering is light but has a really nice rate of 
response, and although the car’s dimensions are only marginally 
smaller than the Focus’s, it feels considerably more compact - 
almost like it’s been designed to fill the slot between the Fiesta and 
Focus classes. The GT’s 1.6-litre turbocharged engine is well off the 
pace in the hot hatch arms race with just 201bhp at 6000rpm and 
1951b ft from 1750rpm, but with cold, dense air to chew on it feels 
keen and doesn’t instantly fall away from the cars ahead. 

Climbing away from Crickhowell and up onto our photography 
route, the GT continues to impress. It doesn’t have the rabid turn- 
in of the more hardcore hatches, but in this weather the measured 
approach is reassuring and effective. However, with no limited-slip 
differential the Kia does require persuasion rather than coercion 
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if you’re not to overload the front tyres and end up with messy 
wheelspin and understeer. If you carry too much speed and then 
get too eager with the power, the limitations of the front end are 
easy to discover. Better to smoothly guide it into corners, use the 
natural tendency for the rear of the car to adopt a little attitude, 
then gradually load-up the front tyres with the available torque. 

Driven like that, the Kia is actually very satisfying - just pointy 
enough not to frustrate, and the rear axle’s keenness to help steer 
the car is really well judged. It’s no heart-in-mouth lift-off oversteer 
machine but it does feel agile, and although the stability control 
system never fully disengages, it allows enough slip to let you feel 
the GT working beyond the limits of the tyres. Only poor wheel 
control over bad surfaces and the loose, clattery feel that emanates 
up through the steering wheel give serious cause for complaint. 
Overall, the GT has a slightly old-fashioned feel but a real honesty, 
and although it’s not wildly fast, it’s a convincing effort. I doubt it’s 
about to topple the Trophy, but its inclusion is definitely justified. 

By the time we reach our base for the day, the cars are sprayed 
with salt and grime and, to my eyes, look fantastic. I’m naturally 
drawn to the faster, more extreme cars, but maybe I’ll wait for the 
temperature to creep up above zero first. The Megane is wearing 
the optional Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres and, by the look on 
road test editor Prosser’s face, it’s a bit frisky with frost on the 
ground. ‘That thing would be too extreme for a lot of people,’ he 
says and then puffs out his cheeks in relief. Further down the scale, 
the Mini has impressed Mission Motorsport founder and friend of 
evo Jim Cameron. He’s been waiting for us for some time, having 
driven across to Wales this morning. Somebody had told him to 
meet at 8.30am and he forgot to add the obligatory hour (or two) 
that’s always lost to the gods of faffing on an evo shoot. You can 
take the man out of the military. . . 

‘It’s a nice thing, the Mini,’ Jim begins, ‘just as a place to be this 
morning. I know the interior gets criticised by some for being a bit 
gimmicky, but I’d rather that than just really dull. Oh, it’s quick and 
pretty good fun, too.’ Of course, the very best thing about being 
inside the Mini is that you can’t see what it looks like from the 
outside. It is a weird, ungainly looking car in five-door form, isn’t it? 

Even so, settling into the Cooper S my expectations are high. I’ve 
always been a fan of the pointy, almost darty feel of quick Minis 
and their ability to cover ground at great speed and in a slightly 
crazed way. Despite the cartoon-like aesthetic, they have always 
felt pretty uncompromising - stiff ride, super-alert controls, a bit 
of torque-steer and an overriding enthusiasm to be grabbed by the 
scruff and chucked at the scenery. Straightaway the five- door fits 


Left: with 189bhp, the Mini is the 
least potent of the seven cars 
here, but it nnakes its power count 
with a stiff chassis and responsive 
controls. Above: SEAT’S Leon 
Cupra 280, nneanwhile, boasts a 
healthy 276bhp and isagenuine 
contender for the overall win 



the mould. Certainly the ride has improved with this latest, F56- 
generation car, and the 72mm longer wheelbase of the five-door 
calms the initial response to the steering, but it’s only by degrees. 
After the Kia it feels hyper-alert and the steering speed requires 
time to acclimatise to. At 1220kg the Cooper S makes really good 
use of its 2-litre turbocharged engine and it feels stronger than the 
quoted figures of 189bhp and 2061b ft might suggest. 

Like the GT, the Mini also feels pretty compact (yes, I know it’s a 
BIG Mini), helped by its flat side windows and upright windscreen, 
which allow you to place the car with millimetre accuracy. 
Everything feels pretty promising and, like in all Minis, you can 
stomp across the ground at a serious lick. Throttle response and 
steering weight can be altered between Green, Mid and Sport 
modes, the extra weight in Sport working well in these slimy 
conditions and not falling into the trap of confusing ridiculous 
weight with feel. Sadly, it’s mated to throttle response that’s just 
too harsh. With no locking diff and peak torque from 1250rpm, the 
Cooper S is very tricky to drive smoothly in Sport - the gentlest 
prod of throttle running into the traction control instantly. There’s 
a midway Dynamic Traction Control setting, which works well, but 
you do feel rather too reliant on the system. Turn it off altogether 
and the initial turn-in accuracy isn’t backed up mid- corner. Instead 
you get sudden understeer and lots of wheelspin. 

It’s a shame because the Mini gets some stuff really right. The 
brakes have superb feel, the engine sounds great (although power 
tails off noticeably over 6000rpm), the six-speed manual can be 
thrown around at will, and the car’s behaviour in the turn-in phase 
is really exciting. On warmer, drier roads I suspect it’d feel more 
polished, but these conditions do highlight its limitations. For me, 
some of the agility of the three-door is eroded and, more than that, 
some of the control has gone, too. It’s still a fun car to hustle along, 
but just occasionally the weight floats away from the dampers and 
then soon after the wheels dissolve into wheelspin. The tension 
that at first seems so convincing lacks a really steely core. 

I feel I’m being a little harsh on the Mini, until I step into the 
Cupra. Holy hell this thing is rapid. And aggressive. And just 
properly focused. I’d expected a contrast with the Kia and Mini, 
but quite how big a step up this car is in every way is a surprise. Of 
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Left: Pilot Sport Cup 2-shod 
Megane is frisky on cold tarmac 
but devastatingly fast in the right 
hands. Below: Focus ST is 29bhp 
down on the Leon, but it’s the 
disparity in chassis control that’s 
most noticeable on our test route 


course, the spec sheet tells some of that story. The Cupra 280 costs 
from £27,210 and produces 276bhp at 6000rpm and 2581b ft from 
1750 to 5300rpm. It’s good for 0-62mph in 5.8sec when equipped 
with the manual gearbox (a tenth quicker with DSG), and 155mph. 
Those numbers don’t convey just how fast the SEAT is, though. 
Compared with the Mini it’s just on another planet - much more 
grip, considerably better traction and a top-end power delivery that 
rips into the limiter where the Mini would be breathlessly asking 
for another gear. It feels like I’ve just stepped up a couple of classes, 
or maybe fast-forwarded half a decade in development terms. 

Beyond the shock of the Cupra’s performance is some real quality. 
The damping is really impressive, giving excellent body control and 
deftly riding over nasty surfaces that would have the Kia rattling 
and the Mini hopping off line. Sometimes the front axle does 
struggle to deal with full acceleration and rapid-fire bumps, and 
you feel its pain through the steering column shimmying lightly in 


your hands. Even so, the degree of control and agility is very good 
indeed. Everything just feels properly located, taut and precise. It 
should be said that on these roads the suspension in Cupra mode 
is too harsh and can make the surface feel almost corrugated, but 
Individual mode allows you to back off the suspension but still have 
the most aggressive diff setting and the heavier steering option. 
The steering in that setting is perhaps a shade too sticky, but it beats 
the too-light Sport option and fits the car’s muscular feel, which 
infects everything from the damping to the brake pedal. 

If you like your hatches very, very pointy and with a light rear end 
always on the edge of oversteer, the Cupra probably isn’t for you. 
However, I like its stability and there’s just enough adjustability 
to trim any mid-corner understeer. This is a controversial thing to 
say, but I wonder if some front- drivers are getting too oversteery 
at the moment. I think engineers are sick of journalists moaning 
about understeer and have maybe gone too far the other way. Oh 
god, I might get the sack for saying that. . . Anyway, the Cupra’s 
compromise is very good indeed and although the diff doesn’t quite 
deliver the total traction you might expect, much of that is to do 
with the fierceness of the engine. It’s worth noting that this Cupra 
280 feels particularly feisty. We’ve got our DSC-equipped five-door 
long-termer along on this test as a camera car and back-to-back the 
test car definitely has more fire. 

I’m not alone in my love of the SEAT’S attitude and the way it 
rips across this moor. ‘Unbelievable engine,’ says Dan, ‘just so much 
more serious than some of the other stuff here. Shows how far the 
hot hatch has come.’ It’s also a pretty good benchmark for the ST 
that I find myself climbing into with fingers crossed. I thought 
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the last ST a bit of a disappointment when you consider Ford’s hot 
hatch tradition, and the Cupra has shown that this new version 
needs to be a big step up to compete. It’s out-punched by the SEAT 
but hopefully not out-manoeuvred. 

One thing’s for sure, the EcoBoost engine might be down a little 
on power but it’s not lacking in character or response and it sounds 
superb. Noise is piped into the cabin and somewhere between the 
engine bay and your ears it seems to find another cylinder. The 
deep, warbly note is very reminiscent of the old five- cylinder ST’s, 
and although there might be a bit of fakery involved, the result is 
undeniably appealing - especially as the distinctive gargling is 
backed by a thumping delivery. Perhaps the 2-litre turbocharged 
engine lacks the frenzied feel of the SEAT’S, but it’s not far behind 
and it certainly gives the front wheels something to think about. 

In fact, it gives them a huge headache. The new steering setup 
might be more incisive but it’s still corrupted by quite severe torque- 
steer, and if the wheel isn’t tugging around in your hands then the 
front Pilot Sport 3s are spinning up, overwhelmed by the power. 
Dial back your expectations and the ST improves and shows good 
balance, a level of adjustability beyond what the Cupra can offer, 
and makes solid progress. If that sounds like damning with faint 
praise then I’m probably giving the right impression. The ST is good 
in parts - chiefly the engine - but the dynamism shot through the 
Fiesta ST is absent. The ride is firm and constantly busy, the torque- 
steer comes at you in the mid-range - even in third and fourth gear 
- and the gearbox’s shift is long and slightly mushy. Although the 
ST likes to slip and slide at the rear, for every deliciously balanced 
moment there are four of five more when the front just washes into 
clumsy understeer. I’ve read many good things about the ST but on 
these roads and in this company it just never sparkles. 

I have to say I’m a bit shocked that the Focus feels a little podgy 
and reluctant, but the Golf GTI proves instantly that ploughing 
a slightly less manic groove than the Cupra or Megane doesn’t 
have to compromise dynamic cohesion. It simply flows where the 
Focus weaves left and right and heaves on its suspension, and even 
without the Performance Pack fitted (which brings a lObhp boost 
up to 227bhp, a limited-slip differential and bigger front brakes), 
the marriage of drivetrain and chassis feel spot-on. Compared with 
the rippling aggression of the Cupra, the GTI is altogether calmer. 
There’s more suspension travel and suppleness, the steering is 
heavier and acts on a calmer front end, and the gearshift is lighter 
and sweeter to use. This might all sound a bit ‘safe’, but the reality 
is that it’s supremely satisfying and the Golf’s balance is actually 
very playful indeed, more easily inducing oversteer than the Gupra 
and always shifting its movements in line with your instructions. 

There are some disappointments, though. Firstly, you can’t play 
that creamy balance with freedom because the stability control is 
never truly off and comes in with a bang if you’re having too much 
fun. And once again it’s the lack of a limited-slip differential that 
causes issues on corner exit. The Golf might only have 217bhp but 
there’s plenty of torque, and the Cupra-matching 2581b ft quickly 
gets the better of the front tyres. Then the nose pushes wide and 
the composure just ebbs away. If you’re buying a Golf GTI be sure 
to tick the box marked ‘Performance Package’ - it’s £995 well 
spent. But setting aside the traction issues thrown up on these 
slippery roads, even this basic GTI is a very good thing indeed. The 
ST could learn a lot from this car. 

If the ST should be taking notes from the GTI then the Focus RS 
team might want to have a quick go in a Megane 275 Trophy in 
the coming weeks. Front-wheel drive it may be, but the Trophy’s 
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damping, traction, precision and single-mindedness create an 
extraordinary driving experience. Just sitting in the thin Recaro 
seat and holding the Alcantara steering wheel imparts a sense 
of specialness. And the moment the optional 19-inch Speedline 
Turinis start to turn, the quality of the experience is sky-high. The 
also-optional adjustable Ohlins dampers offer supreme control and 
the steering is perfectly weighted and offers a real sense of feel, 
despite being an electric system. In fact the whole car just zings 
with feedback. You feel completely locked into the experience. 

On cold Cup 2s it’s a real handful, though. In fact the first few 
miles are like driving a racer on stone-cold slicks. If you attempt to 
drive even at half speed through a corner, the Trophy either slides 
wide at the front or snaps suddenly into big, scary oversteer. Even 
with the stability systems left on, it feels grumpy and very edgy 
indeed. Dan was right when he said that most people might find 
it a bit, um, terrifying. With temperature comes reassurance and 
slowly but surely the Megane gets into its operating window. And 
once you get it in that zone it’s just devastating. 

Where it elevates itself above the competition is its absolute 


refusal to lose composure. The engine doesn’t feel as explosive as 
the Cupra’s, but the front axle deals with everything it can give 
(271bhp and 2651b ft), even out of hairpin corners. There’s no 
torque-steer, no wheelspin, just instant, reassuring bite. The brakes 
are also superb, not just in terms of feel but because you can avoid 
triggering the ABS so much more effectively than in the other cars. 
Even if you do get the pedal juddering, the car stays planted, unlike, 
say, the Mini, which gets upset as brake force is juggled around. All 
of these ingredients give you the freedom to really jump on the car 
-brake late, turn in hard, keep the engine roaring away through its 
Akrapovic exhaust and carry speed. It feels indomitable. 

Our road route is relatively short and starts out barely a car-and- 
a-half wide, bumpy and blind, so you can’t test the grip levels but 
instead marvel at the damping. Then, as it opens out and you start to 
push, the Megane just ups its game accordingly. The traction really 
is amazing, then through high-speed corners barely a few degrees 
of lock is required for the Trophy to whistle through, front tyres 
nailed, rear teetering on the edge of oversteer. I’d say the balance 
of this particular car is a little too aggressive and its love of turn-in 
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Left: regular Golf GTI- as 
tested here - has 217bhp: 
optional Perfornnance Pack 
boosts that to 227bhp and 
adds a limited-slip diff. 
Below: the view through the 
office window as Bovingdon 
braces for torque-steer 



‘Few hot hatches would 
stay with the Megane 
here, but the Astra VXR 
hangs on gamely’ 
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‘The ST lacks the traction 
of the best cars here, 
and the torque-steer and 
scrappiness when pushed 
are disappointing’ 


Left: stealthy Kia 
thoroughly deserves its 
place amongst this vivid 
collection of hot hatches. 
Top right: Vauxhall VXR 
shows huge mid-corner 
stability, but you can 
overcome it... 
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oversteer in third- and fourth-gear sweepers is an acquired taste 
to say the least, but the precision and feedback streaming through 
every control allows you to stay on top of it. Just. I’m sure a little 
bit of damper tweaking could dumb down the balance for those of 
us not trying to get every last tenth from a lap of the Niirburgring. 

Few hot hatches would stay with the Megane on a road like 
this, but the Astra VXR, which has 276bhp and 2951b ft, hangs 
on gamely. It’s the polar opposite of the Megane in some ways. 
The innate rightness writ large in the Renault’s every move is 
replaced by disconcertingly artificial feedback in the Vauxhall. 
The steering is much worse than I remember, being super-fast but 
light and devoid of feel; the huge oblong gearlever feels all wrong; 
and although the engine rips through the mid-range, it stutters at 
the top end and then there’s an odd delay when you hit an upshift 
and reapply power before anything really happens. The balance 
is also wildly different. This car is about mid- corner stability, not 
adjustability. But when you discover how secure it is, push out of 
your comfort zone and trust the car rather than search for messages 
in the mute steering, it carries lots and lots of speed. In fact, in the 
quicker corners it’s excellent, absolutely rock solid. 

Where the Vauxhall falls down, above and beyond even the 
weirdly rubbish steering (remember that the VXR is very proud of 
its hydraulic rack, whereas other Astras have an electric setup), is 
that it starts to feel heavy as the road crumples up under its wheels. 
On crests that the Cupra would leap over, wheels spinning, then 
land and hook up instantly, the VXR thumps into its bumpstops and 
wobbles back to neutral some time later. At 1475kg it’s a chunky car 
and up here the weight is a handicap it just can’t quite overcome. 
Even so, it’s fast, sounds great, looks really classy in deep Emerald 


Green and wins more plaudits than most of us expected. Tomorrow, 
the cars have an appointment with a racetrack and a stopwatch - 
the Astra doesn’t look at all concerned. . . 

On track 

Bedford Autodrome’s South Circuit is, fortuitously, bathed in 
sunshine on another freezing cold but glorious day when we roll 
in to set some lap times. There’s one damp corner (a tight second- 
gear right-hander), but we should get pretty representative times. 
It’s a really testing track with a fearsomely fast chicane and then a 
;ust-flat-in-fourth left-hander, a couple of tricky third-gear lefts and 
then the tight section to finish. However, two very long straights 
mean traction and power are just as important as agility. 

The Kia, then, is unlikely to set the world on fire. Again it’s a great 
car in which to get a feel for the conditions, though. The engine 
feels breathless but everything else is really positive. The brakes 
last a good six or seven fast laps and the balance is really enjoyable. 
As on the road, there’s just enough turn-in adjustability to kill 
understeer and carry speed right into the apex. It sets a benchmark 
of 1:11.8 and continues its quietly impressive display. 

The Mini is unquestionably faster in a straight line, hitting 
111.9mph during its lap to the GT’s 109.2. However, its gearbox 
can’t be rushed on downshifts and the car feels taller and slightly 
less in control of its mass. Even so, it’s secure through the fast stuff 
and the traction is just about good enough to make the most of its 
torquey power delivery. The brakes go off quickly, though, as do 
the front tyres, but not before it’s set a time of 1:10.8. Given the 
choice, though, I think the Kia is the more natural trackday hatch. 
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The Focus ST is faster still. It sets a 1:09.8 and flies along the 
straight, hitting 116.9mph before braking into the tight left-right 
complex. But it’s a wild ride. Through the fast chicane it’s right 
on the edge of oversteer and through the following left it snaps 
sideways at 72mph. Yikes. Traction is also at a premium and the 
sense that the ST isn’t fully resolved seems to come into sharp focus. 

Unfortunately the Golf GTI is unable to join us at Bedford, but 
without that limited- slip differential it’s unlikely that it would 
trouble our last three contenders. The Renault, SEAT and Vauxhall 
are closely matched on paper, save for the Megane’s tyre advantage 
- it runs Michelin Cup 2s to the VXR’s Pilot Super Sports and the 
Cupra’s Bridgestone Potenzas. The Astra is a real surprise. It’s 
another world to those that have gone before and is nailed- on 
through the fast corners. There’s none of the edginess of the Focus 
and traction is much, much better thanks to its Drexler limited- 
slip diff. It’s a really easy car in which to be consistent and extract 
the optimum lap. The SEAT is trickier, and like the ST falls into 
oversteer through that dangerous near-flat left at close to three- 
figure speeds, but it’s mega through the fast chicane and just hauls 
along the straights. It moves around in the heavy braking zone 
into the tight complex but then again it does hit 121.6mph on the 
preceding straight. . . The VXR and Cupra trade tenths here and 
there but it’s the straight-line edge that finally sees the SEAT take 
a narrow victory. The Astra clocks a 1:07.1 and the Leon a 1:07.0. 

The Megane, I reason, should monster it, and the VBOX’s 
predictive lap timer suggests it might. Over the start-finish line it 
immediately falls a couple of tenths behind the Cupra, but then 
through the chicane and that fast left it claws that back and more. 


By the time we reach the back straight we’re over five tenths up and 
it drives out of the corner so much better. So far it’s been properly 
edgy through the quick stuff - this car is a real oversteerer - but 
the grip and stability under braking take acres of time out of the 
Cupra. But it’s all for nothing as, on the straight, that half-second 
advantage diminishes and becomes a deficit of a couple of tenths 
by the time I hit the brakes. 

The Renault exhibits superb stability and quite phenomenal 
traction again - getting the advantage up to around half a second 
once more before the final hairpin left. Now it’s a drag race and 
the virtual Cupra starts to close in. . . The advantage tumbles at 
an alarming rate and the Megane crosses the line in 1:06.9. A win 
then, but by the slimmest of margins - 0.1 sec - and it took a lot 
of holding on to in order to beat the SEAT. The Cupra really is a 
rocketship and this circuit played perfectly to its strengths. 

Conclusion 

You won’t be surprised to learn that the Focus ST doesn’t win this 
test. Not even close. Aside from its excellent engine, it’s found 
wanting in too many areas. It lacks the traction of the best cars 
here, which you might expect given that it goes without a limited- 
slip diff, but the torque-steer and scrappiness when pushed are 
disappointing. Where’s the fun and deft control of the Fiesta ST? 
I hadn’t expected the Focus to be as sharp and determined as the 
Megane in light of its more rounded brief, but that the Golf so 
comprehensively outshines the Ford is the real story here. 

Or maybe it’s that the Kia hangs together on tough roads and 
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FORD 

FOCUS ST 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1999cc, turbo 
Power 247bhp @ 5500rpm 
Torque 2651b ft @ 2000-4500rpm 
Weight 1362kg 

Power-to-weight 184bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 154mph (claimed) 

Basic price £22,195 


evo rating: 


MINI 

COOPERS 5-DOOR 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1988cc, turbo 
Power 189bhp @ 4700-6000rpm 
Torque 2061b ft @ 1250rpm 
Weight 1220kg 

Power-to-weight 148bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.9sec (claimed) 

Top speed 144mph (claimed) 

Basic price £19,255 

evo rating: 


SEAT 

LEON CUPRA 280 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 
Power 276bhp @ 6000rpm 
Torque 2581b ft @ 1750-5300rpm 
Weight 1320kg 

Power-to-weight 212bhp/ton 
0-62niph 5.8sec (claimed) 

Top speed 155mph (limited) 

Basic price £27,210 


evo rating: 


VOLKSWAGEN 

GOLFGTI 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, turbo 
Power 217bhp @ 4700-6200rpm 
Torque 2581b ft @ 1500-4600rpm 
Weight 1351kg 

Power-to-weight 163bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 155mph (limited) 

Basic price £26,580 


evo rating: 
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KIA 

PROCEED GT 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1591cc, turbo 
Power 201bhp @ 6000rpm 
Torque 1951b ft @ 1750-4500rpm 
Weight 1448kg 
Power-to-weight 143bhp/ton 
0-62mph 7.4sec (claimed) 

Top speed 143mph (limited) 
Basic price £20,200 


evo rating: 


RENAULTSPORT 

MEGANE 275 TROPHY 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998cc, turbo 
Power 271bhp @ 5500rpm 
Torque 2651b ft @3000- 
5000rpm Weight 1376kg 
Power-to-weight 200bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.0sec (claimed) 

Top speed 158mph (claimed) 
Basic price £28,930 

evo rating: ★★★★★ 



‘Each element in the 
Megane is perfectly 
matched to the next to 
create a rare harmony’ 


VAUXHALL 

ASTRA VXR 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998cc, turbo 
Power 276bhp @ 5500rpm 
Torque 2951b ft @ 2500-4500rpm 
Weight 1475kg 

Power-to-weight 190bhp/ton 
0-62mph 6.0sec (claimed) 

Top speed 155mph (limited) 

Basic price £27,315 


evo rating: ★★★★Yr 


Above right: Renault’s 
hot hatch roll continues 
as the Megane Trophy 
waltzes offwith the win. 
Left: South Wales, and 
specifically the Black 
Mountains, is a regular 
evo test haunt for 
obvious reasons 


even on the circuit. Okay, so it’s not hugely fast and it lacks the 
sharpness and control at its outer edges, but overall it’s a fun and 
appealing package. Little details need to be honed but there’s the 
basis of something good here. Can we have a GT RS, please? 

The Mini doesn’t trouble the top cars, either. The Cooper S 
remains a pretty cool thing to be in and has a feeling of lightness 
and agility that’s all-pervasive in normal driving. That gives it real 
appeal. However, it doesn’t quite deliver if you ask for more. There’s 
plenty of initial response but not enough substance behind it. Not 
in the context of cars as capable as the Golf or, at the more extreme 
end, the Cupra and Trophy. 

The VXR is similarly undone by the strength of the competition 
and because it lacks polish in the detail. The steering, be it in 
Normal, Sport or VXR mode, is completely inert and yet hyper- 
responsive - a disconcerting combination. The engine sounds angry 
and the performance is strong, but the mapping is odd, especially 
the prolonged stutter when you put in a full-rev upshift. Eventually 
the car’s weight starts to tell and beyond broad-shouldered grip 
you find little in the way of subtlety or nuance. 

The SEAT and Renault, such fierce competitors in the front- drive 
war at the Niirburgring, bring a level of excitement and focus that 
none of the others can match. The Cupra is fast and agile and it’s 
a real buzz to thread along a road, as the engine almost feels too 
much for the chassis. The Renault takes a different approach - each 
element perfectly matched to the next to create a whole that has a 
rare harmony and quite extraordinary reserves of composure. In 
short, it’s still The One. If the Focus RS can eventually go beyond 
the Trophy, it’ll be a truly special car. Your move. Ford. Q 
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Flying to Cologne to lay eyes on the new Focus RS is undoubtedly the right 
option at this time of year. But then we wouldn’t have yet another opportunity to 
the get to the bottom of the car that established fast Fords for the 21st century 




Left: rural Belgian fuel 
stations are averse to 
Visa, it seenns.as Lane’s 
plastic is rejected for the 
third tinne. Below left: 
later cars gained an 
‘engine start’ graphic to 
avoid confusion... 




‘DESPITE LACKING 
THE STARDUST OF 
HOMOLOGATION, 
RALLYING IS DEEPLY 
INGRAINED IN THE 
Mkl FOCUS RS’ 


T his magazine has a problem with 

the original Ford Focus RS. Not in the same way 
it has a problem with, say, the BMW X6M, but a 
problem nevertheless. We simply cannot make 
up our minds about it. 

Let’s recap. Our initial drive and first group test with the RS 
more than a decade ago yielded a promising four-star verdict. 
That promise was oh-so short-lived, however, because another 
Ford-supplied RS subsequently left eCoty 2002 in disgrace - 
and with a three-star rating - after manically torque-steering 
around Snowdonia. But later that first score was reinstated 
with interest, four-and-a-half stars being awarded after we 
drove a couple of well-behaved owners’ cars. Another privately 
owned car then undid the good work and it was back to three. 

To make crystal clear our inability to emphatically evaluate 
this simple hot hatch, look in the back of any recent issue of evo 
and you’ll see that the Mkl Focus RS has at some point returned 
to four stars. Very few cars have split expert and enthusiast 
opinion like it, which is why I’m now sitting in a completely 
standard example bound for Ford-Werke - the Cologne heart 
of the Blue Oval’s European empire - to coincide with the 
launch of a potentially thunderous third-generation Focus RS. 
It’s an opportunity to indentify what ‘Rallye Sport’ means for a 
modern Ford and to attempt to draw my own conclusions. 

Right now, though. I’m waiting for photographer Olgun 
Kordal on an arctic side readjust north of King’s Cross, trying to 
consolidate a more trivial opinion on what’s now a fantastically 
dated interior design. A barrage of blue, a sleazy handbrake 
lever and brittle plastics wouldn’t cut it at Gaydon, but ditch the 
snobbery and the cabin is clean and intuitive. It being 5.15am, 
the crescent-shaped Sparcos are also perilously comfy, lined as 
they are with Alcantara. 

Nobody ever disputes this car’s understated exterior 
geometry. The first Focus was always a handsome machine 
and a bellicose bodykit did it no harm whatsoever. Has there 
been a prettier hatch since the RS debuted in 2002? Gazing 
through the dark at beautifully flared arches accommodating 
a 65mm wider track, and at the deep, dark radiator grille and 
subtly elongated spoiler, I don’t think so. Although the Renault 
Glio 197 and Alfa’s 147 GTA perhaps run it close, neither does 
‘iron fist in a velvet glove’ better. 

I’m doubled over checking the tread of some fairly serious 
225-section Goodyear Eagle FIs when Olgun rocks up. After 
helping him shovel aboard several thousand pounds-worth 
of precious kit, I slide in, prime the ignition and thumb the 
smooth, sickly green WRC-style start button embedded in 
the transmission tunnel before depressing it with a satisfying 
click. The heavily reworked 2-litre turbocharged Duratec 
engine wakes almost instantly with a bashful bout of revs that 
ricochets off the red brick of HMP Pentonville, before settling 
into a simmering burble that’s pleasingly rough around the 
edges but nothing exceptional. 

Yet as we sally for Folkestone, this inceptive Focus RS 
- number 2238 of 4501, to be precise - feels more than a 
little special. And that’s not a sentiment derived from the 
comedy carbonfibre console lurking in my still slightly blurry 
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peripheral vision. More the concentrated throttle response, 
tellingly firm suspension and a vitalising lack of inertia 
throughout. The car feels strong but lithe - it feels virile. Then 
again, I might well say that, because I’m its new owner. 

WITH THE CAR INDUSTRY’S POWER WARS NO 

longer centred on supercars or even super-saloons, increasingly 
performant hot hatches have been arriving in conveyor-belt- 
style from the likes of the Renaultsport, SEAT and Ford itself 
during the past decade. The small blind is now 250bhp, while 
the Germans have obliged others to cough up considerably 
more if they really want to be taken seriously. In fact, it’s been 
a long time since the car we’re in was considered something to 
beat, which is strange considering just how potent Ford made 
the Focus when it was chosen to rejuvenate the RS brand. 

The spec sheet is simply littered with the names of suppliers 
entrenched in rallying. An enormous, Porsche Cayman GTS- 
comparable 325mm in diameter, the vented front discs are from 
Brembo. Their task is to contain just 1278kg, which explains 
why the Focus RS stops as quickly as an Alfa 4C. Sachs Racing 
developed dampers to sit within shortened springs and AP 
Racing supplied a heavy-duty clutch. The Garrett GT 2560LS 
turbocharger that develops at least l.Obar of boost pressure is 
also custom-built. More noticeable for bystanders are the 18in 
alloys, which ape Colin McRae’s set for tarmac stages and come 
courtesy of OZ Racing, while Sparco, for better or for worse, 
was given free rein on the interior. Despite lacking the stardust 
of homologation, then, rallying is deeply ingrained in the Mkl 
Focus RS. All that’s missing are circular Hella fog lights. 

Admittedly, not a lot of that mattered to me as a drooling 
13-year-old when the car was first let loose (to a lukewarm 
reception from older RS devotees, it must be said, many of 
whom had placed deposits on the basis that Escort Cosworth- 
style four-wheel drive would feature). When the cream of the 
crop came in the form of Honda’s Civic Type R and a chubby 
Golf R32, what mattered was that the Ford looked sensational 
and was fast as hell. I adored it. Looking back, that 70 per cent 
of the components were either new, uprated or re-engineered 
from standard explains why Ford’s accountants probably hated 
the car. Each example reputedly lost the company £4000, 
which, conversely, is the kind of man-maths that always goes 
down exceedingly well on this side of the divide. 

It’s clear that the RS wasn’t designed with motorway miles 
in mind, but later that morning we’re loping effortlessly due 
southeast from Calais on northern Europe’s glass-smooth 
arterial highways. A sixth ratio for the MTX75 gearbox- which 
wasn’t an ideal transmission and had to be beefed up to handle 
a healthy 2291b ft - wouldn’t go amiss, and might have perhaps 
helped us creep above 28mpg on this tea-tray-flat run down 
through Belgium along increasingly snow-flanked autoroutes. 

Nevertheless, we’re not aiming for Stavelot - our overnight 
stop - to critique the car’s commuting credentials or drinking 
habits. The Walloon town is famous for the heavy fighting it 
endured during the Battle of the Bulge and, perhaps more 
importantly in the context of evo, its setting as a gateway to 
the sacred tarmac of Spa-Francorchamps. It is also encircled 
by licence-threateningly fast roads, many of which, we will 
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THERE’S ALMOST 
INFINITE TRACTION IF 
YOU CAREFULLY MATCH 
STEERING ANGLE TO 
THROTTLE INPUT’ 







Above: RS binnacles 
perhaps unwisely 
sacrificed water tennp 
reading for a boost 
pressure gauge. Right: 
unique bodywork nneans 
hottest Focus stands 
outannilenext to 
standard nnodels 



discover, feature the faintly cracked, orange-peel surfacing 
that supposedly prompts the Mkl RS to violently veer out of 
lane as that infamous torque-steer takes root. 

Torque-steer: the Focus RS’s bete noire. Depending on who 
you believe, it’s conjured either by sub-par tyres, clumsily set- 
up suspension geometry, or unpublicised modifications to 
the torque-biasing front differential undertaken by supplier 
and WRC veteran Quaife, supposedly to endow the car with 
supernatural grip on a velvet- smooth racetrack. 

As it happens, there is torque-steer in this example, but 
driving almost flat out along the roads within and twisting up to 
the ethereal Hautes Fagnes marshes that form a plateau above 
the circuit, it’s no fiercer than what the latest Fiesta ST serves 
up. Whipping the spherical gearknob through first, second 
and third gears, it’s nearly always there to some degree, but 
what quickly becomes apparent to me is that, like wrestling a 
tennis ball out of a dog’s mouth, the harder you fight, the more 
aggressive it becomes. Accept that the car will oscillate as the 
diff hunts for maximum traction, allow the blood to seep back 
into your knuckles, and the RS nearly always tracks true. 

That said, ascending the hairpin-laden and treacherously 
slippery N68 that flows north from Malmedy, the nose starts 
tugging more frantically as intermittent wheelspin enters the 
fray. It’s a problem, but a problem you manage; something to 
sharpen the mind and something to gain satisfaction from 
driving around. Contrarily, on drier corners the diff starts 
behaving itself to mesmeric effect. Occasionally it even hits a 
sweet spot when, surging hard out of a bend right on the limit 
of adhesion, one’s hands can even be removed from the wheel 
and the car keeps tracking, guided by an unseen force. 

Not that you’d want to remove your hands. Legality aside, 
it’s at times like this that you positively revel in the RS’s energy 
and rich torsion. The car’s surging enthusiasm can be felt from 
its source at the contact patch of the front tyres, up the steering 
rack and through your wrists, past your elbows and ultimately 
into your shoulder blades, which are being pushed backwards 
and into either the right or left bolster of the figure -hugging 
seats. At this point your connection with the car is profound. 
And the spectre of torque-steer? Couldn’t care less. 

For split-personality mechanics, then, look no further than 
Quaife circa 2002, but in the main there’s almost infinite 
traction if you carefully match steering angle to throttle input. 
Indeed, get it right and it’s obvious why this car is loved. To 
protect the transmission, torque is limited to 1701b ft in the 
first two gears, but once into third all 2291b ft is yours as 
the industrious engine hits maximum boost from around 
SSOOrpm, with peak power - a minimum of 212bhp, claimed 
Ford - arriving at SSOOrpm. Now the Rallye Sport Focus, 
modest on paper by today’s standards but far more potent than 
the figures imply, hits its stride and the conifer-lined verges of 
Liege’s pale forests seem to close in just a little. 

It bulldozes these scenic roads with an urgency and 
contagious excitability that’s lacking from so many modern 
hatches. The sense of mechanical toughness instilled by a 
costly decision to bring WRC suppliers on board - a trait of 
older, ‘proper’ RS cars - is evident, too. Superb compliancy and 
body control mean none of my attention is diverted from going 
faster, the car exhibiting a near-perfect blend of rawness, 
composure, muscle and civiliiy. That said, it’s no surprise that 
roughly three in every four examples are modified; the chassis 
is practically begging for more power. 

The steering isn’t the last word in tactility and, at 2.9 turns 
lock-to-lock, is a little protracted through tight direction 
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changes. Despite a short-shift being standard equipment, the 
act of swapping cogs lacks some intensity, too. Worst of all. I’m 
wondering how in god’s name such an assiduously engineered 
performance car was signed off with so elevated a driving 
position! That’s it, though, and a perceptible lack of weight and 
flexible, uninterrupted power delivery more than make up for 
these essentially minor flaws as we hurtle through the frozen 
Belgian bush towards our stop for the night. 

THE NEXT MORNING IT’S SOGGY, WHICH ISN’T 

in the script. Bundesautobahn 4 splits Germany north-south, 
dividing the country almost perfectly in two. Most of its 364 
miles of circuit-worthy tarmac are governed by speed limits, 
but a tantalisingly brief corridor northwest of Aachen - and 
directly en route to Cologne from Stavelot - is derestricted. It’s 
a chance to properly stretch the Ford’s blustery powerplant, 
but the combination of drizzle and morning traffic is thwarting 
any chance of a balls-to-the-wall blast. Willing trucks to pull 
in, E- class minicabs to get on with overtaking and everybody 
else to just stay in lane, my imaginary game of Autobahn Tetris 
is exasperating. What I wouldn’t give for clear air. . . 

And then I get it. Chit-chat with Olgun ceases and moments 
later the red needle is grazing 140mph - within a whisker of 
the claimed top speed. Goodyears roaring and thick, frigid air 
smashing over the front of the car, our closing speed on trucks 
dawdling in the inside lane is now by some margin greater than 
the national speed limit at home, and there’s still a noticeable 
slice of the rev range left untapped. I suspect an indicated 
ISOmph is possible, but traffic calls time on an attempt. 

Perhaps because of the stability generated by the Focus’s 
WRC-style front track, or simply because this kind of velocity 
isn’t particularly fast for modern cars, the whole high-speed 
episode lacks the tension of previous forays deep into triple 
figures. Either way, when we peel off Henry Ford Strasse 
soon after and roll through Gate 24 of Ford’s sprawling 
facility in Cologne, having covered nearly 500 miles in two 
days, my overriding impression of our salt- caked Focus 
is that it’s comprehensively over-engineered. It reeks of 
capability and rally-derived dependability, which combined 
with the exclusivity of a small production run and a uniform 
but exceptionally high specification makes for a hot hatch 
far beyond the ordinary, even 13 years on. That it’s spine- 
tinglingly fast down a twisting road and engages its driver 
with a rare blend of vibrancy and mischief seals the deal. 

In one of these old-world halls is the latest car in the dynasty 
Ford is carefully constructing around the Focus RS nameplate. 
That it will be better in every measurable way than the flawed 
diamond we’ve driven here in is a given. What remains to be 
seen is whether Ford has executed a similar level of mechanical 
ambition as it did with the Mkl, giving the new car potential 
for the same previously unprecedented level of performance. 

Two hours later, half a century of blue-collar performance 
legends, including a sub-zero Escort RS1600 and a barking 
Group B RS200, are assembled alongside some of Ford’s 
highest-ranking generals. Group vice president Jim Farley and 
executive vice president Raj Nair are excitedly addressing the 
world’s media, who are sitting in the largest indoor grandstand 
imaginable, and Ken Block is backstage twiddling his thumbs 
in the driver’s seat of the latest fast Ford, waiting for his cue to 
drive on stage as only Ken can. The scene is well and truly set; 
time to see if the new boy stacks up. Q 




Above: arriving at 
Ford HQ for the launch 
oftheMkJ Focus RS. 
Above middle: shortly 
after, cleaned up and 
parked between a Mkl 
Escort RSlbOOanda 
Mk2 Focus RS. Below: 
Mkl Focus RS was only 
available in Innperial Blue 



Specification 


FORD FOCUS RS 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998cc, turbo 
Power 212bhp@5500rpm 
Torque 2291b ft (5) 3500rpm 
Transmission Five-speed manual gearbox, 
front-wheel drive, limited-slip differential 
Front suspension MacPherson struts, 
coil springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Multi-link, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 
Brakes Ventilated 325mm front discs, 
solid 280mm rear discs, ABS 
Wheels 8 x 18in front and rear 
Tyres 225/40 ZR18 front and rear 
Weight 1278kg 

Power-to-weight 169bhp/ton 
0-60mph 5.9sec (tested) 

Top speed 143mph (claimed) 

Price when new £19,995 
On sale 2002-04 
Value today £9000-12,000 
evo rating 
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FOCUS RS 


With strong rivals 
from every comer, 
Ford’s third-generation 
Focus RS steps into a 
much more competitive 
arena than its forebears. 
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FORD FOCUS RS 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, 2253cc, turbo 
Power 350bhp (est) 
Weight 1480kg (est) 
Power-to-weight 
240bhp/ton (est) 
0-62mph S.Osec (est) 
Top speed 165mph (est) 
Basic price £29,900 (est) 


^ M M E’LL come to the four-wheel 

M M drive in a minute. I know it’s what 

everyone is talking about, but first I want 
to discuss rubber. Actually I want to 
talk about looks too, because when I first walk into the 
studio in Cologne and see the new RS, I think it looks a 
bit underwhelming. Five doors, the lack of big arches. . . 
compared with the pugnacious Mk2 RS it looks very 
family friendly. But looks can be deceiving, and one line 
in the limited information we are given makes me think 
that the new Focus RS could be more hardcore than any 
previous road-going Rallye Sport: there is the option 
of running its 19-inch wheels on Michelin Pilot Sport 
Cup 2 tyres. That’s a big statement of intent from Ford 
Performance, clearly pitching it not just against cars 
like the useable Golf R and Audi RS3, but also the more 
unhinged and track-focused Megane Trophy-R. 

Ford has been irritatingly coy about the new RS’s 
power and torque figures, merely saying it has ‘well in 
excess of 316bhp’ and a rev limit of 6800rpm. Given that 
the previous generation’s run-out RS500 version had 
345bhp, we’d be very surprised if the Mk3 was punching 
out anything less than 350bhp. The engine is essentially 
the 2.3-litre, four-cylinder EcoBoost unit that we will 
see in the Mustang when it arrives over here. However, 
in order to withstand higher temperatures, the alloy for 
the cylinder head has been upgraded, as has the head 
gasket, and the block has stronger high-tensile cast-iron 
liners. The turbo has also been switched for a new low- 
inertia twin-scroll item, while a bigger intercooler sits 
prominently behind the almost invisibly fine mesh of 
the lower grille. I’m not sure that they’re meant to, but 
someone starts up the RS in the studio and even with the 
slightest tickle on the throttle the sound from the big- 
bore exhaust pipes is deep, gruff and purposeful. 

Curiously, you can blame the lack of boldly blistered 
arches on the four-wheel-drive system. According to 
the car’s exterior designer, Ernesto Rupar, the choice 
was between spending money on a bespoke, wide 
body (as they did last time) or splashing the cash on the 
drivetrain. Personally I think they made the right choice 
given that the designers were already slightly hobbled 



Left: Recaro Sportster 
CS shell buckets look 
the business but won’t 
be standard: instead, 
the RS will use the same 
seats as the Focus ST 


with the five- door body. It’s still an aggressive-looking 
package and things like the huge Brembo brakes lend 
subtle purpose, but overall it’s a sleeker design. Given 
that this RS will be sold in markets all around the world, 
not just Europe, it was perhaps thought that a slightly 
less shouty exterior would broaden appeal. Incidentally, 
this colour - Liquid Blue - is currently only for the show 
car. The slightly muted palate available to customers 
will be Nitrous Blue (a bit lighter than Performance 
Blue), Stealth Grey, Absolute Black and Frozen White. 

Under the skin, the power assistance for the steering 
is electronic, but Ford usually does good steering and a 
more rigid suspension knuckle design combined with 
shorter link arms are said to improve feel over the ST. 
As well as a shorter lever for the six-speed manual, the 
transmission tunnel also has a button labelled ‘Drive 
Mode’, which will likely switch the adjustable dampers 
(attached to firmer springs, anti-roll bars and bushes) 
between two stiffness levels. Despite Ford trumpeting 
Ken Block as a consultant on the project, there is 
nothing particularly bling about the handbrake. The 
ST’s Recaros are standard, but in the show car there are 
optional shell buckets (Recaro’s Sportster GS model, as 
found in numerous other performance cars), which lift 
the ambiance, but also feel as if they’re set a little high. 

And so to the four-wheel drive. As with so much else 
about this car, the specifics are still sketchy. However, 
we do know there is proper torque vectoring at the 
rear axle. There are two electronically controlled 
clutch packs either side of the ‘rear drive unit’. The first 
shuffles torque between the front and rear axles, with 
up to 70 per cent going to the rear. The second can then 
administer up to 100 per cent of that drive to either 
rear wheel. As part of the ESP there is also a brake- 
based Torque Vectoring Gontrol System, which works in 
parallel with the aforementioned torque vectoring. Ford 
boasts of lateral grip exceeding IG but also of ‘controlled 
oversteer drifts at the track’, which sounds fun. 

By the time you read this we will probably know even 
more things about the new RS (visit evo.co.uk to get 
the latest news). Things like the price, which everyone 
is expecting to be under £30k in order to do battle with 
the Golf R. If that’s so, then we could have an incredible 
performance bargain battle on our hands. Admittedly 
it’s Golf against Focus rather than Polo against Fiesta 
as it is on the WRG stages, but it feels rather like Ford 
against VW could become the new Subaru against 
Mitsubishi. Pick your side now. □ 
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MERCURY RISING 


7 ^ HERE MUST HAVE BEEN A 

few bruised egos in Ingolstadt last 
year. Having seen the last RS3 largely 
panned as fast but dull, Audi engineers 
had to watch their counterparts in Wolfsburg 
win unremitting praise for the Golf R. I imagine 
quattro’s quiet fury was similar to that felt by 
Taittinger or Pomeroy on receiving a drubbing 
in a blind taste test from Lidl’s own. 

But now we have the new RS3 Sportback, 
built on the same platform as the Golf. And 
ahead of the official unveiling at the Geneva 
motor show, a handful of journalists have been 
shipped to a proving ground called Test World in 
the Arctic Gircle to drive it. As you’d expect, the 
new car has more power and torque, with the 
2. 5 -litre five- cylinder now putting out 362bhp 
and 3431b ft. For reference, that’s a smidgen 
more than a Mercedes A45 AMG. Weight is 
down by 55kg and the result is an insanely 


Audi picked the Arctic Circle to 
prove that the new RS3 is made of 
decidedly hotter stuff than its much 
derided predecessor. Our definitive 
judgement will have to wait for 
proper roads, but initial impressions 
give a promisingly warm glow 
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rapid 0-62mph time of just 4.3sec, dispatched 
with the aid of the fantastically cool-sounding 
launch control. 

Of course, pace was never the RS3’s problem; 
it was involvement. The fitment of variable ratio 
steering doesn’t initially seem to bode well, but 
quattro general manager Stephan Reil explains 
that it’s not the same as the much- castigated 
‘dynamic steering’ found in larger RS models. 
This is a simple, mechanically variable rack that 
gradually quickens the ratio from 15.3 to 10.9 
as you add more lock. There is a 25mm drop in 
ride height over a standard A3 and there will be 
a choice of passive or magnetic-ride adaptive 
dampers. Standard dampers are fitted to the 
test cars: past experience suggests the simpler 
setup is the better option. The new car’s weight 
saving brings the overall figure down to 1520kg 
and its distribution has also been shifted 
around slightly, with the battery now relocated 
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AUDI 

RS3SP0RTBACK 


Engine In-line 5-cyl, 2480cc, turbo 
Power 362bhp @ SSOOrpm 
Torque 3431b ft @1625-5550rpm 
Weight 1520kg 
Power-to-weight 242bhp/ton 
0-62niph 4.3sec (claimed) 
Top speed 174mph (delimited) 
Basic price £39,950 




Left: quattro traction 
invaluable on surfaces like 
these. Above right: seven- 
speed twin-clutch S-tronic 
gearbox is standard. 
Below: cast-iron discs here, 
but carbon ceramics are 
available as an option 



from under the bonnet to inside the boot. 

The heart of the quattro system in the RS3 is 
the excellent Haldex V electronically actuated 
hydraulic clutch, which sits on the rear axle. 
We’ve sung its fast-reacting praises in the 
past and Audi claims to have improved it still 
further in the new car. Inside the ECU that 
controls the clutch there are essentially two 
things going on according to Reil. First there is 
the program, which decides what information 
to take from what sensors at what time. Then 
there is the data package, which decides how to 
interpret and react to the information provided 
by the program. Audi jointly developed a new 
program for the latest TT and the new RS3 to 
share, before developing separate new data 
packages for them. The end result is a system 
that sends between 50 and 100 per cent of the 
available torque to the rear axle with more 
alacrity and greater keenness than ever before. 


‘It’s possible to get the RS3 
oversteering so much that 
you’re travelling backwards’ 



What all this means on a snow-covered 
surface is that the RS3 will drift. I’m the first 
person in the car after the press conference, 
which is held in a wooden hut with an open fire 
battling the -22C temperature. It barely gets 
light at midday this far north, and this early in 
the morning the xenons are essential, as I chase 
their cool blue beams through the cold maze of 
snow banks. I keep the ESP in its Sport setting 
for the first few laps until I’ve worked out which 
way the rather beautiful circuit threads through 
the trees. Then I switch it off, and it really will 
go all the way off. 

Of course, pretty much anything will 
oversteer on a low-grip surface if you try hard 
enough, but the important thing is that the RS3 
will do so under power. Give the accelerator a 
provocative nudge on the way out of a corner 
and you will feel the resulting power spin up the 
rear wheels and slew you sideways. Stay on the 


throttle, apply the requisite amount of opposite 
lock and you can keep it power oversteering for 
a long time too, stabilised nicely by thoughtful 
juggling of torque between the axles. Later, on 
a big snowy skidpan, it’s actually possible to 
get the RS3 oversteering so much that you’re 
travelling backwards, Gigi Galli-style, with the 
front wheels eventually pulling you back from 
somewhere that feels beyond the brink. 

For the first time, the RS3 will be available 
with mighty carbon ceramic anchors inside the 
wheels, although, as you’d expect in the cold 
conditions, our Arctic RS3s are fitted with the 
standard wavy-edged cast-iron discs. One new 
option that is fitted to our test car is the sports 
exhaust. Having a five- cylinder engine is always 
a good start in acoustic terms, but the way the 
oval pipes not only burble and crackle on the 
overrun but issue some extremely loud, almost 
anti-lag-like reports, is very entertaining. Such 
exuberance is in some ways quite at odds with 
the RS3’s aggressive but predominantly subtle 
looks, but I like the juxtaposition. 

The SI that Audi launched last year was good 
fun and despite ourselves we like the RS Q3 too. 
As I mentioned at the start, we also adore that 
not so distant cousin of the RS3, the Golf R. 
Therefore, although a firm conclusion from our 
Arctic assessment would be foolhardy thanks to 
all the dynamic imponderables hidden by the 
snow, there is much to suggest that when the 
new RS3 hits tarmac, it could be a good ’un. We 
certainly hope so. 
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by STUART GALLAGHER 


Never the best and often 
controversial, the hot-headed 
Honda is about to re-emerge in its 
most extreme incarnation yet 

I N THE MADCAP WORLD OF 

the Ariel Nomad and Ferrari FXX K, 
it’s heartening that the health of the 
hot hatch market has never seemed 
stronger. Crucially, it looks set to 
continue this way for a few years yet. If you 
read your copy of evo in page order you will 
have seen which are our current favourite hot 
hatches and how tomorrow’s - Ford’s Focus RS 
and Audi’s RS3, to name just a couple - promise 
further thrills ahead. Which leaves Honda, 
and its new Civic Type R, to complete what’s 
shaping up as the summer of the hyper-hatch. 

At the Geneva motor show in March, Honda 
will finally pull the wraps off its latest hot 
hatch, having touted it around the motor show 
circuit for nearly as long as it did its new NSX. 
This means there has been much talk, some 
hype, and the odd bold claim. 

On the eve of its Geneva show debut, here’s 
what we know about Honda’s flashy new 
entrant to the realm of the hyper hatch. 
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Think Type Rand immediately you have visions of a 
banzai red line and a committed shove in the back 
as Honda’s screaming VTEC kicks the normally 
aspirated engine into life. For the new Civic Type R 
things will be a lot different. 

The engine is a 2-litre, four-cylinder, 16-valvs< 
direct-injected petrol turbocharged VTEC unit. 
This should eradicate the Civic Type R’s traditional 
lack of low-end torque (the outgoing FN2 version 
produced just 1421b ft at 5600rpm, or roughly 
the same as a Clio Williams...). But turbocharged 
engines aren’t known for their love of revs, so With 
this one red lined at 7000rpm, Honda’s engineers 
must have had a tough job retaining the Type fl'S 
zany character without sacrificing power and 
torque delivery. Talking of which, Honda is claiming 
‘in excess of 276bhp’ (it’s rumoured to be as mucll 
as 300bhp) and in the region of 3001b ft of torque, 
the latter available from around 2000rpm. 
Throughout the Civic Type R’s development 
programme, Honda’s engineers have talked of 
purity of driving and driver involvement: to this 
end the Type R will be fitted with a new six-speed 
manual gearbox with ratios carefully selected to 
match the engine’s power and torque delivery. 
‘We want the driver to have total control of the 
car. If he wants to change from fifth to third, 
with the new Civic Type R they can do this,’ 
Suehiro Hasshi, the Civic Type R project leader, 
is quoted as saying. Meanwhile Honda has an 
eight-speed ‘wet’ double-clutch gearbox in 
development that it plans to introduce with a 
range of new turbocharged engines. So while the 
Type R launches with a manual gearbox, don’t be 
surprised if it’s offered with a paddleshifter further 
down the line. 



With 'over 276b hp' and expected to we (gh In the 
region of 1400Kg. all Honda is saying about the 
□vie Type R's performance Is that Its maximum 
speed will be I67mph, making It the fastest ever 
front-wheel-drive hatch. It's also expected to 
post asyb-slx-second 0-62mph time and be 
the quickest frent-wheehdrive hot hatch to 
lap the Nurburgring: that will mean beatingthe 
current 7min 54.03sec record held by Renault’s 
Megane275Trophy-R. 
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ft's fair to say the prevloos FN2 Civic Type k was 
a backward step tor the hot hatch, primarily 
because of the switch from a double wishbone 
setup at the rear to a less capable torsion beam. 

With the r>ew car Honda has rejoined the 21st 
century with the fitment of a four-point adaptive 
damper system to accompany a chassis 
‘expected of a car in this class’. The adaptive 
dannpers are said to offer the best options for the 
conditions, fronn a connpliant ride for road use to 
a nnore extrenne setup for track work. The front 
suspension gets a nnechanical ‘steer axis’ system 
designed to reduce torque steer: it features 
two kingpins in the front suspension for optimal 
torque delivery through the front wheels. 

The Type R will also feature four-piston Brembo 
brake calipers and 350mm drilled discs at the 
front, and specially designed 19-inch lightweight 
alloy wheels. 


Jyst as Ford will onlv be buHdlpg ftve-door versions 
bf Its Focus ST and RS models, Honda will only soli 
you aCIvIcTypo R with five doors. Why? Five-door 
hatches outseli three-doors three-to-one, so to 
offer both simply doesn t make commercial seme. 
To mask the five-door family-man look, Honda's 
stylists have produced a set of wings, splitters 
and dive planes to liven up the Civic’s appearance, 
as well as to stick it more firmly to the ground at 
high speed. A wide front splitter and deep side 
skirts optimise airflow and reduce lift, while the 
front bumper has been shaped to eradicate air 
turbulence around the front wheels, cutting drag 
and enhancing stability: it also features extensive 
cooling ducts for the engine and brakes. 

The floor is almost completely flat to further aid 
airflow and works in combination with the rear 
diffuser and a towering, bespoke rear wing to 
maximise the reduction in lift. 


Final pricing for the new generation Civic Type P 
l£ still to be confirmed, but expect a list price of a 
whisker urtder £10,000. The order book opened 
last year, repulhng a £3000 deposit If you wanted 
to be one of the Hist UK owners when deliveries 
start this summer. 

Full details and confirmed specs will be announced 

on evo.co.uk on Monday, March 2 at 8pm. 


HONDA CIVIC TYPER 


Engine In-line 4-cyl, ZOOOcc, turbo 
Power 276bhp+ (est) 
Weight 1400kg (est) 

Power-to-weight 240 bh p/ton (est) 
0-62mph 5.9sec (est) 

Top speed 167mph (claimed) 
Basic price £29,900 (est) 


www.evo. co.uk 103 



1 




YEAR OF THE 


From HOT HATCH 
to HYPER HATCH 

The evolution of a species 

1980s 



0 1^76 Mkl 
GOLFGTI 

The original hot hatch captured the 
imagination of ageneration and has 
been ever-present in the Golf line-up 
since. Although the less said about 
the Mk3 and Mk4 GTIs, the better... 


nimphtwspwd 


l9J0s 
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e 


1984 PEUGEOT 
205 TURBO 16 


o 


1984 PEUGEOT 
205 GTI 


e 


1979 TALBOT 
SUNBEAM-LOTUS 



Themotoringjournalist’s 
favourite and with good reason. 
At a time when sports cars 
and supercars were still rooted 
in the past, this little French 
hatchback delivered a new style 
of performance motoring. 


1580cc,104bhp, 0-60fTipt1nn 
8.6sec, 120mph top sptjed 


It worked for Ford and the 
Cortina in Touring Cars, so Talbot 
installed a Lotus twin-cam motor 
into its Sunbeam hatch and 
headed for the rally stage. 


2170CC, ISObhp, 0-60mph in 
7.4sec,121mph top speed 


Just 200 road-going examples of 
Peugeot’s mid-engined Group B 
monster and best-loved rally car 
were made for homologation 
purposes. Fleroic. 


1775CC turbo, 197bhp, 0-62mph in 
6.0sec,130mph top speed 



e 


1985 MG METRO 
6R4 CLUBMAN 


O 


1988 LANCIA 
DELTA INTEGRALE 


0 1993 RENAULT 
CLIO WILLIAMS 


7 


A Metro with a mid-mounted, 
back-to-front six-cylinder engine 
powering all four wheels, what’s 
not to like? 


2991CC, 250bhp, 0-60mph in 

AhsjK:, I40niph t m 


Four-wheel drive, sensational 
feedback, multiple World Rally 
Championship wins - and one of 
the best road-going racers ever. 


1995ccturbo,182bhp, 0-60mphin 
6.6sec,132mph top speed 


This limited edition (of sorts) 
breathed new life into a dwindling 
hot hatch sector and was a true 
205 GTI successor. 


1998cc,145bhp,0-62mphin 
7.8sec, 134mph top speed 





® 2000 RENAULT 
CLIO V6 


O 


1992 ESCORT 
RSCOSWORTH 


O 


1991 NISSAN 
SUNNY GTI-R 


Tiny wheelbase, big V6 engine 
in the middle of it. What could 
possibly go wrong? The Mk2 
was tamer, but any V6 is an 
experience to savour. Or forget, if 
you lifted at the wrong moment... 


2946CC, 226bhp, 0-60mpnln 
6.6sec,145mph top speed 


Technically a Sierra Sapphire RS 
Cosworth with 7 inches cut out of 
its wheelbase. Not as quick as it 
looked or as precise as it should 
have been, but a cult classic. 


ki 62»(;137hipht(5psp«d 


Rallying breeds both amazing and 
oddball cars, such as Nissan’s 
four-wheel-drive, turbocharged 
mini-hatch. 


1998CC lurtML 2I7W1A 
6.0sec, Oairphitop speed 



O 


2002 FORD 
FOCUS RS 


<D 


20,08 RENAULT 
MEGANER26.R 


Not a WRC homologation special, 
but you might be fooled by the 
expensive spec. Devastatingly 
fast point-to-point if you could 
tame the severe torque-steer. 


If Porsche built afront-engined, 
front-wheel-drive hot hatch 
using its RS recipe, this would be 
the result. Only its successor, the 
Trophy-R,has come close. 
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1998CC turbo, 212bhp, 0-60mph in 1998cc turbo, 227bhp, 0-62mph 

5.9sec, 144mph top speed in 6.0sec, 147mph top speed 
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Talk to us 

0333 0000 91 1 

enquiries@supercarfinance.co.uk 
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*Free SmarTrack 
tracking device 
and app with any 
finance agreement 



Supercar Finance is one of the UK’s most competitive and dependable 
finance brokers for high value cars. From new and used, prestige, 
luxury, super or classic cars for both corporate and private customers. 
We offer a wide range of affordable and competitive finance packages, 
including balloon payments, hire purchase, variable rate & finance 
lease payment options. 

Take out a finance agreement with Supercar Finance 
and Protect your vehicle with a complementary SmarTrack 
Protector Pro Global tracking device and benefit from free 
installation and unlimited device warranty whilst subscribed. 

Features: 

• Free Global Telemetries Android/Apple app for viewing vehicle location 

• Insurance recognised Thatcham Assured Category 6 device 

• Waterproof and tested to IP67 

• Uses GLONASS and GPS satellite technology 

• Monitored ty Global Telemetries - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 

• Full Warranty while within sutoscription 

• Fully transferrable (Terms and Conditions apply) 

• Direct Debit Monthly Subscription at Cl 2. 49 + VAT including full worldwide monitoring 


For further information regarding SmarTrack please visit www.smartrack.eu 

www.supercarfinance.co.uk 

"Device installation charges apply. 
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Stolen Vehicle Recovery Systems 
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LAMBORGHINI HURACAN SUPER TROFEO 



The Lamborghini Huracdn has evolved into afire- 
breathing racer -the lighter, more powerful, rear- 
wheel-drive LP620-2 Super Trofeo. And it’s also a 
pointer to a 458 Speciale-rivalling road car. . . 


by JETHRO BOVINGDON 
PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT 
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7 ^ HE ABSURDITY OF FLYING TO MALAYSIA TO 

drive a racing car for 40 minutes isn’t completely lost on me. 
In some ways this is one of those jobs often referred to within 
the industry as ‘a jolly’. And as appealing as these might sound, 
they’re usually just frustrating and a bit of a waste of time. 
However, after the slightly muted response to the new Huracan from 
many who have driven it, and with the trip including an audience 
with chief test driver Giorgio Sanna, research and development 
director Maurizio Reggiani and the big cheese himself, CEO 
Stephan Winkelmann, it seemed a good opportunity to take the 
pulse of Lamborghini. Oh, and have you seen the Huracan LP620-2 
Super Trofeo? Wow. 


This new race car will, of course, form the backbone of the 
one-make Super Trofeo series for 2015, replacing the Gallardo. It 
also signals a new direction for the series and for Lamborghini in 
motorsport in general. The previous Gallardo racer was really a road 
car modified for the track, featuring the same gearbox, wiring loom, 
ABS system, four-wheel- drive configuration and the like. The new car 
is different. Developed from the ground up, it’s a pukka racing machine, 
adopting rear-wheel drive, an Xtrac pneumatically operated sequential 
’box, Motec engine management and traction control systems, Bosch 
racing ABS, Ohlins dampers and a host of other near-GTS-specification 
components. The 611bhp car was a joint project between the newly formed 
in-house Squadra Corse motorsport department and Dallara, and has been 
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LAMBORGHINI HURACAN SUPER TROFEO 



built in parallel with the recently revealed Huracan GTS. 

When you first set eyes on the Super Trofeo, it might as well have a Lego 
chassis and a first-generation e-gear system more adept at toasting clutch 
plates than providing forward motion - you’d still want it. For those 
who think the Huracan shape too tame, well here’s the Lamborghini 
you’ve been waiting to see. This is the first development car and it looks 
battle weary but proud, and the exaggerated shape is nothing short of 
stunning. The sort of stunning that makes you walk around it open- 
mouthed for ten minutes. The composite body is stretched over a 
similar aluminium/carbon chassis to the road car’s but the differences 
are stark and spectacular. The front track is 27mm wider, the rear 
40mm, and the Dallara- developed aerodynamic package offers 
much greater efficiency than the Gallardo Super Trofeo that this car 
replaces. Drag is down 15 per cent and goes hand-in-hand with a 
43 per cent increase in downforce. An integral roll-cage as well as 
that new carbonfibre -reinforced chassis increase torsional rigidity 
by 45 per cent, and dry the LP620-2 weighs 1270kg to the road 
car’s 1422kg. 

To all intents and purposes the Super Trofeo looks like a top- 


flight GTS racer, and is intended to deliver a similar driving 
experience. Although, admits Sanna, the real Huracan GTS 
is a whole different animal again. When I ask him what the 
difference is between the two cars, his response is simple: ‘Total. 
It is more extreme in every single detail.’ Even so, with nine-stage 
traction control, adjustable aerodynamics and chassis settings, and 
unencumbered by any ‘balance of performance’ considerations, the 
Super Trofeo will be a good four seconds a lap quicker around Sepang 
than the Gallardos that are racing over the World Final weekend that’s 
going on concurrent with our experience. 

You may still be thinking, so what? Of course it’s a leap on from the 
Gallardo, and although I think we can all be excited about Lamborghini 
getting serious about international GT racing, this Super Trofeo is surely 
just a toy for rich middle-aged guys to play out their racing fantasies? 
Well, yes. And let’s be honest, given the means we’d all do the same. But 
there is more to be interested in here. You see, that little ‘2’ abbreviation 
won’t just be appearing on Huracan racers. The return of the rear-wheel- 
drive Lamborghini road car is a certainty. Expect an entry-level rear- drive 
Huracan (much like the old Gallardo LP550-2 ‘Balboni’) and also a Ferrari 
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Stephan Winkelmann and 
Maurizio Reggiani are all smiles. 
Why wouldn’t they be? They’re 
surrounded by customers keen 
to part with €280,000 to move up 
from Gallardo to Huracan Super 
Trofeo, the Malaysian royal family has 
just swept into the large hospitality 
suite to say hello, and the Aventador 
and Huracan are selling very nicely 
indeed, thank you. The perfect moment 
to catch them offguard? Not quite... 

Despite a future rear-drive Huracan 
seeming like an open secret amongst the 
wider team, CEO Winkelmann (pictured 
above left) remains tight-lipped. ‘We only 
launched the coupe six months ago and 
it’s going very well, so we have no plans for 
the time being,’ he says. But hypothetically, 
what form would it take? ‘The heritage of 
Lamborghini is design and performance 
- our DNA. Four-wheel drive is one of the 
USPs of Lamborghini.’ It sounds like a dead 
end, but he continues: ‘If we’re looking to 
[a rear-drive variant] we have a range of 
opportunities, from a real super sports 
car which has the maximum emotion 
possible, to a car that is less extreme but 
more fun-orientated.’ 

Both are keener to discuss the beauty 
of natural aspiration. R&D head Reggiani 
(above right) is clearly very proud of the 
Huracan’s commitment to the cause. 
Does it provide Lamborghini with an 
advantage over Ferrari in the short term, 
with the 488 getting forced induction? 
‘From an engineering point of view it is 
clear,’ he smiles. ‘If I look at the emotion 
we’re able to provide today then our car 
will be superior. After, we will see. Natural 
aspiration and many cylinders is the top 
ranking that you can have.’ Nicely put, I 
think. Downsizing will be resisted for as 
long as possible. 

And what of the much-discussed third 
model line? Winkelmann is unequivocal 
when I ask him what his ideal line-up 
would look like. ‘I think the super sports 
cars that we have today are representing 
the brand 100 per cent,’ he says. ‘But we 
have an opportunity. The SUV is a perfectly 
matching product as it’s the most emotional 
four-door segment of the market, it’s growing 
in every region and we are credible because 
Lamborghini has not only built super sports 
cars - we did GTs, the off-roader, the Espada. 
Now we can do more. The third model is a huge 
step for us. The saloon is going down in the 
market and you have the problem of short- and 
long-wheelbase. People of my generation are 
looking for an SUV’ The Urus is on ice, but clearly 
Winkelmann is fighting for it: ‘With three model 
lines we could sell 5000 to 6000 cars a year.’ 


INTERVIEW 

LAMBO’S 

INSIDE 

LINE 


Above: Huracan Super 
Trofeo develops almost 
halfas much more 
downforce again as the 
outgoing Gallardo-based 
race car. Above right: 
Bovingdon acclimatises 
to a spartan cockpit: 

he’s soon to be 
engulfed in an angry 
VIO howl. Note the 
hefty roll-cage 






LAMBORGHINI HURACAN SUPER TROFEO 




‘It’s a real thrill to 
challenge your senses by 
carrying huge speed into 
the apex and getting back 
on the power early’ 



458 Speciale-style extreme road car with plenty of Super 
Trofeo styling cues. Sanna admits as much to me on 
camera. I’d love to include a tasty little quote in here as 
proof, but the film crew here are working for Lamborghini 
and when the interview edit arrives in my inbox later, those 
nuggets will have mysteriously disappeared! No matter, 
this will be a first taste of Squadra Corse’s work and a little 
preview of how the Huracan chassis feels with power flowing 
only to the rear. 

Here are a few things you need to know about Malaysia: the 
food is truly wonderful, the humidity is almost unbearable, 
and the rain - when it inevitably arrives - falls in droplets as big 
as tennis balls. My first taste of the Huracan is at around 3pm, 
which as it turns out is about 60 seconds before the monsoons 
arrive at this time of year. The sky is a deep, malevolent grey - 
almost the same colour as the car - and, unsurprisingly, within 
the space of three corners the track has gone from bone dry to 
submerged. Literally. There are places where I can’t see the tall 
red and white kerbing and the Super Trofeo crawls around on slick 
tyres at 30mph, maybe less, still nearly spinning out of control every 
time I turn the rectangular steering wheel. The team are pleased to 
see me make it back alive and I, as is tradition around these parts, 
grab a choc-ice to settle my nerves. 

The next day it’s my turn again. No chance of rain now and the 
cabin is a balmy 50C-or-so. No wonder GT racers are so skinny. 
Anyway, clambering into the Super Trofeo is terrifically exciting. 
With those now iconic Sepang grandstand canopies high on the 
left, the sound of wheel guns fizzing and all sorts of other clunks 
and whirrs emanating from the packed pitlane garages after 
some feisty Super Trofeo World Final action, it all feels a bit 
surreal and very intimidating. Earlier, Sanna had assured me 
that the LP620-2 is an easy car to drive, but tucked right down 
low behind an alien, button-festooned steering wheel and on 
an unfamiliar track, it all feels a bit grown-up. 

The 5.2-litre VIO is already spitting out a flat, angry tune 
behind my back and the tyres and brakes have been warmed 
through by test driver Fabio Babini, so there’s no need to be 
too cautious. Just push the white ‘neutral’ button on the 
steering wheel and flick the right-hand paddle up for first 
gear, give it plenty of revs, then release the short, heavy 
clutch to get rolling. The Super Trofeo has a pit limiter and 
it feels unfeasibly cool to pop, bark and stutter up the pit 
lane at 37mph with my foot welded to the bulkhead. At 
pit exit I push the yellow ‘Pit’ button at the top right of the 
‘wheel’ and the VlO’s note suddenly frees-up and the car 
surges towards the first, tight right-hander. 

Sepang is not a circuit you learn in a few minutes, but 
soon it starts to flow. As Babini and Sanna had intimated, 
the Super Trofeo really is an easy car to drive. Confidence 
comes first from absolutely superb brakes that you can 
stand on with all your might thanks to the ABS system - 
not to mention the sheer grip of the 18 -inch Pirelli slicks - 
and it’s supplemented by the car’s balance and its perfectly 
configured traction control system. Of course, the sensations 
that you feel in this car are much more violent than in its 
road-going equivalent, but quickly the balance feels so much 
more satisfying and the electronics allow you to exploit a super- 
precise front-end by leaning on the traction control on the exit 
of each corner. Usually when you’re invited to a press drive of a 
racing car, the set-up is very conservative (read: understeer) to 
stop the ham-fisted from spinning into the barriers, but this Super 
Trofeo feels sweet as can be, neutral on turn-in and then edging 
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ever so slightly into oversteer as you exit. The way 
the traction control manages that slip is incredible 
and feels as intuitive and sophisticated as, say, the 
system in the McLaren 650S GTS. 

Outright aerodynamic grip isn’t a match for 
a full-on GTS racer’s, but the Super Trofeo still 
requires a degree of acclimatisation in terms of 
braking distances and corner speeds. It takes real 
determination to keep accelerating when your 
brain is screaming to jump on the brakes. I never 
hnd the limit consistently, but it’s a real thrill to 
keep attacking your rational senses like this, then 
challenging them again by carrying huge speed 
into the apex and getting back on the power early, 
safe in the knowledge that the traction control 
will help you scribe a neat arc of oversteer onto 
the next straight. Driving with the electronics 
as facilitators rather than inhibitors shows how 


LAMBORGHINI HURACAN 
LP620-2 SUPER TROFEO 


Engine V10,5204cc 
Power 611bhp @ 8250rpm 
Torque 4201b ft (5) 6500rpm 
Transmission Six-speed sequential, rear- 
wheel drive, LSD, traction control 
Front suspension Double wishbones, coil 
springs, adjustable dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Double wishbones, coil 
springs, adjustable dampers, anti-roll bar 
Brakes Ventilated discs, 380mm front, 
335mm rear, ABS 
Wheeis 11 x 18in front, 12 x 18in rear 
Tyres 305/660-18 DH front, 315/680-18 DH rear 
Weight (dry) 1270kg 
Power-to-weight (dry) 489bhp/ton 
0-62mph 3.0sec (estimated) 
Top speed 180mph (claimed) 
Basic price €230,000 (plus local taxes) 
On saie Now 
evo rating ★★★★★ 




Specification 


conservative many road set-ups are, and is an 
impressive reminder that even the brilliantly 
judged systems on Porsches and Ferraris still have 
some way to go to match the best race systems. 

After 20 minutes of mild disorientation brought 
about by the track’s many tightening corners that 
constantly seem to surprise, the car’s extreme 
potential, and the sheer heat inside. I’m a quivering, 
grinning idiot when I clamber out. It’s a lot to take in, 
and the LP620-2 ventures so far beyond the road car 
that it’s tricky to judge how a rear-wheel-drive road- 
going equivalent might behave. Subsequent sessions 
only increase that uncertainly. The Super Trofeo’s ’box 
is pure race car and is so fast and uncompromising, 
the grip and response is similarly beyond anything you 
can experience on the road... The drivers making the 
leap from Gallardo Super Trofeo are going to have a real 
epiphany in this car, I think. 

Having hoped to get a preview of how a focused, 
rear- wheel- drive Huracan might feel and reward, the 
LP620-2’s performance is almost too far removed for 
reference. It feels like three-quarters of a GTS car in the 
corners with hve-quarters of the power on the straights. It’s 
exciting and a leap of faith to explore, but also tolerant and 
amazingly driveable. 

I’m not disappointed by the car, but maybe by my own 
naivety of how it might relate to the road. Yet on the way home 
the braking force and sensations of the aerodynamic grip start 
to fade and some of the other ingredients that characterise 
the Huracan Super Trofeo seep back into the picture. The 
two dehning elements? That 5.2-htre VIO - specihcahy its 
ferocious top end and creamy, accurate delivery - and the 
balance of the rear-drive chassis. With the Ferrari 488 
switching to turbocharging and the 650S already there, 
possessing a large capacity naturally aspirated engine 
will only become a bigger asset the longer Lamborghini 
can hang on to it. And with the switch to rear- drive, 
maybe the Huracan’s inherent stability will be joined 
by the delicious and intuitive agility and balance that 
makes the Super Trofeo a huge amount of fun. For 
now we can tell you that Lamborghini is hnahy 
going racing for the long haul with an in-house 
team that clearly has talent and ambition. We can 
only hope the road cars see the beneht. □ 


Top: Sepang International 
Circuit was built on the site of a 
fornner palnn oil tree plantation; 
Its grandstand canopies mimic 
the leaves of said trees. Below: 
centre console swaps style for 
simplicity: red button unleashes 
an Integrated fire extinguisher 
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The Nissan GTR Specialist 

Since importing the first Nissan GTR into Europe we have continued to provide the 
very best in servicing and upgrades. Investing in the latest motorsport technology has 
allowed us to create unique engineering solutions for all road and track applications. 

Whether it is a daily driver that requires expert servicing or you are a world champion 
that desires a custom build, we cater for it all. 

Contact us now or visit us online to see how we can improve the driving experience of 
your Nissan GTR. 


Wdtch us lest with WVCC Drivers 



Servicing 

Warranty 

Engine 

Chassis 

Brakes 


umm 

litchfieldnnotors.com 
+44 (0)1 684 850999 



ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 2015 COMPETITION 


evo 

FUTURE 

of the 

GT-R? 




For the secondyear of our relationship with 
the Royal College of Art’s Vehicle Design 
course, we asked the students to imagine not 
only redesigning Nissan’s super-coupe, but 
also how it might become an entire range 


by NICK TROTT 


IT’S BEEN 12 MONTHS SINCE EVO FIRST 

partnered with the Royal College of Art’s Vehicle Design 
course. The brief then, set by the evo team and RCA tutors, 
was to imagine a pure sports car for 2020. This year we 
switched the brief to be manufacturer-specific, and we 
chose an evo favourite. 

We asked the RCA’s first year MA Vehicle Design students 
to reinterpret the Nissan GT-R for 2030. Not only that, 
students were encouraged to apply the GT-R look to another 
type of vehicle (supercar, soft-top, SUV, etc) providing that 
engineering and packaging considerations were taken into 
account. The reason? Curiosity mainly - we at evo often 
wonder what a diverse GT-R range would look like. 

The GT-R has a tremendous global following and is 
synonymous with a new generation of car enthusiasts, 
inspired by Gran Turismo and GT Academy. We asked 
students to be mindful of what the GT-R represents, to 
consider its signature design features (see overleaf), but to 
look beyond the obvious. The evolution of the GT-R’s ethos, 
technical rendering skill and engineering considerations 
were looked at by a team of judges from evo and the RCA 
to create a shortlist of seven. We then asked evo readers 
via our Facebook page and website to choose the winner. 



HISTORY OF GT-R DESIGN 



1969 Skyline 2000GT-R 



1999 Skyline GT-R (R34) 


* * 




1973 Skyline H/T2000GT-R 

1989 Skyline GT-R (R32) 



2001 GT-R Concept 

2005 GT-R Proto 



1997 Skyline GT-R V-Spec (R33) 



2007 GT-R (R35) 


THE FIRST AND SECOND GENERATIONS 

of GT-R (1969-1974) shared very little design 
language with the later models. It was only 
when the model was reintroduced in 1989 - 
with the R32 - that the familiar GT-R aesthetic 
came to life. And what are the key features? R35 
GT-R designer Shiro Nakamura identifies the 
quad tail lights, large front grille and muscular 
profile as key elements in the GT-R look. 

The R32 to R34 GT-Rs were clearly 
evolutionary. The lights, silhouette and glass- 
house were very similar, and the powerful 
stance remained consistent from 1989 to 2002. 
The R33 version had a slightly more bloated 
shape, rectified with the edgier and crisper R34 
design. The signature wrapover rear spoiler 
was replaced with a more conventionally 
supported ‘deck’ wing, but would return with 
the R35 model. 

Just before the R34 GT-R was phased out, 
Nissan unveiled the GT-R Concept at the 2001 
Tokyo motor show. It met with mixed reaction. 


and history has not been kind to the shape, even 
though with hindsight we can see the embryonic 
lines of the subsequent R35 simmering beneath 
its bluff skin. 

When the GT-R returned with the ‘Proto’ 
concept in 2005, the design had been refined and 
improved dramatically - eventually becoming 
the aggressively unique R35 GT-R shape we 
know and love today. The recent Nismo version 
pushes the brutalist look even further towards 
the race track, while the hordes of Japanese 
tuners have gone even more extreme. 

We know little about the next-generation 
GT-R, but rumours persist of a hybrid version. 
Whether the design will need to be adapted 
significantly to cater for the cooling and 
packaging requirements of a hybrid drivetrain 
remain to be seen: either way, Nissan is not 
about to abandon the GT-R ‘look'. One glance 
at the nose of the recently revealed GT-R LM 
Nismo tells you all you need to know about how 
preciously Nissan holds the GT-R aesthetic. . . 


‘ITWASWITH 
THE R3Z THAT 
THE FAMILIAR 
GT-R AESTHETIC 
CAMETOLIFE’ 


GT-R LM NISMO & GT-R NISMO 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 2015 COMPETITION 


THE DESIGNS 



CHARLES 

PURVIS 


BIOGRAPHY 

My interests range fronn 
fashion to vintage cars and 
motorcycles. My design ethos 
lies not only in brand image 
and heritage, but in trend 
forecasting and how this can 
be applied appropriately toa 
brand. 



PROJECT 

My concept explores GT-R 
becoming a brand. Its aim is to 
attract first-time GT-R buyers 
by creating an entry model. 

The styling and proportions are 
playful, inspired by Japanese 
manga to visually show its 
entry-level position. 



MINWOO 

CHOI 


BIOGRAPHY 

I’ve always wanted to be a 
vehicle designer. As a hobby 
I used to classify everything 
around me as beautiful or not, 
based on appearance. I would 
focus on what a beautiful car 
might be aesthetically and how 
to turn this beauty into reality. 



PROJECT 

My design reflects the original 
GT-R design characteristics 
of bold, geometrical shoulder 
and side lines. With its Zen-like 
refined and simple design 
language, my GT-R represents 
the essence of the Japanese 
supercar. 



DAVID TABOAS 
MARTELODE 
LAMAZA 


BIOGRAPHY 

I am a designer not only of 
cars but also of products. 

My background was built in 
aSpanish University (EUDI) 
where I learned the design 
basics. Now I’m in London to 
refine my design skills in the 
automotive world. 



PROJECT 

My take on the GT-R is 
inspired by the Japanese pop 
culture of giant robots. I’ve 
tried to capture the spirit of 
the GT-R lines - its strength, 
aggressiveness and masculine 
aesthetic -and wrap it in 
square-lined robot’s shields. 



BIOGRAPHY 

I am a young creative designer 
from Seoul, Korea. I studied 
industrial design and got a 
bachelor’s degree at Hongik 
University in Seoul. After that, 

I developed my design skills at 
Hyundai, working as a vehicle 
designer for three years. 



PROJECT 

I propose the off- road GT-R. 

I believe the car’s technology 
would form a good base 
for an off-road version. I’ve 
harnessed the existing design 
DNA - square, angular lines, 
very different from Western 
supercars - for my project. 



TOM ELLIS 


BIOGRAPHY 

I’m a dedicated and 
passionate vehicle designer 
with experience working for 
OEM and design consultancy 
studios. Growing up in 
Warwickshire, I’ve been 
surrounded by the car industry 
from a very early age. 



PROJECT 

This project takes influence 
from brutalist architecture to 
give an aggressive, intimidating 
look that’s key to the spirit 
of the GT-R. The project is 
also influenced bytheGT 
500 version which embodies 
Nissan’s racing heritage. 



NITAO 


BIOGRAPHY 

I’m a vehicle design student 
studying at the Royal College 
of Art. I’m originally from 
Shanghai, China. 



PROJECT 

Through my philosophy I 
think people’s lifestyles will 
change by 2030. For this 
reason, my GT-R will be the 
multifunctional car that offers 
its users high performance 
technology translated through 
a new design language. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 2015 COMPETITION 


THE WINNER 



JAMES’S PROPOSAL FOR A GT-R SUPER- 

hatch strikes at the heart of the evo reader. The 
idea is tantalising - a compact but wildly fast 
pocket rocket in the mould of a Group B rally car. 
It’s no wonder that James’s GT-R captured the 
hearts of voters on evo’s Facebook page. 

‘I’m absolutely delighted, and relieved too,’ 
says James. ‘It was a close competition and the 
thought of having my work published in an 
international magazine is still sinking in.’ James 
feels that his design’s ‘personality and sense of 
attainability’ are the key reasons why it appealed 
to a wide audience. ‘I also think the design 
is desirable to the tuning and modification 
societies which so strongly support the GT-R,’ 
continues James. 

James can trace his desire to be a car designer 
back to a certain moment at his home in 


Cornwall. ‘It was when I first set eyes on a black 
Murcielago - I wanted to re-create what I felt, 
standing in awe of that vehicle, for other people.’ 
He goes on to explain: ‘I want to have a hand in 
creating these objects that we form attachments 
to, beyond their function. I love how anything 
is possible with vehicle design. It’s such a 
progressive and optimistic industry.’ 

James is enjoying his time at the Royal 
College of Art. ‘The RCA has a deep connection 
to the automotive industry,’ he explains, ‘and 
the ‘alumni speaks for itself!’ The Royal College 
of Arts counts heavyweight industry designers 
Peter Stevens, Marek Reichman and Ian Callum 
among its ‘old boys’. 

‘The staff have a wealth of experienccj’ 
continues James, ‘each bringing something 
different to the table. All of them pushing you 


to go further, so long as you underpin your work 
with meaning.’ 

In terms of the future, James believes there 
are some big challenges, and big opportunities, 
ahead. ‘Perhaps the biggest challenge is 
autonomy. Not whether it’s possible - it is - but 
the application. How far can we go with it before 
we start to distort the meaning of ‘driving’? 
Also, what does it mean in terms of styling? It’s 
this opportunity for a positive change which I’m 
thinking about.’ 

From an evo perspective, all the finalists 
delivered some quite exceptional work. All 
deserve praise, but James is undoubtedly 
a worthy winner - his GT-R ‘super-hatch’ is 
something we’d all love to see and the rendering 
of the car cocking a wheel through a corner is 
evocative to say the least. Over to you, Nissan. . . 


LAST YEAR’S WINNER; TOM HENWOOD 


‘It was surreal winning the evo competition. I’ve 
been a long-time reader, so it was a reai honour. I 
wanted to become a vehicie designer because my 
worid has been consumed with cars and transport 
from an eariy age. 

‘The biggest chaiienge for car designers is 
peopie’s perception of the car in urban areas. We’re 
toid we’ii aii iive in megacities in the future, and 
design studios are saturated in the dream of the 
autonomous car. Ruies and reguiations in urban 
areas wiii change the way cars iook and behave. It’s 
a constant challenge to bring radical design to the 
consumer: the BMW I has brought a new aesthetic 


to the eiectric car, but companies need to make 
money and the risk of an extreme design is often 
quite high. 

‘Currently I’m working on my thesis, iooking at 
the future of mechanicai fascination. I foresee the 
eiectric car becoming one of those devices we take 
for granted in the internet age. So I’m designing 
the kit car of the future in the hope that peopie wiii 
have a tangibie connection with their vehicie. This 
may entice them to modify and personaiise it with 
the use of the 3D printing tech that wiii become a 
mainstay in modern homes. Naturaiiy i want it to be 
a vehicie used as an escape from the megacity...’ 



The RCA is iooking for the next generation of vehicie designers for its worid- 
ieading MA course in London. If you dream of designing cars the RCA is 
recruiting now - and it doesn’t matter if you’re a design student finishing a 
BA or already in the industry. For more details visit: www.rca.ac.uk/schools/ 
school-of-design/vehicle-design or contact wanda.polanski(g)rca.ac.uk 
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AS CLOSE AS YOU CAN GET WITHCHJT ACTUAIXY BEING THERE 

The greatest magazine news, first drives and features, brought to iife 
with stunning video, mind-biowing engine sounds eind beautifui images. 

NO NEED TO WAIT FOR THE MONTHLY ISSUE 

The digital edition is updated thtoughout the week, ensuring you are 
always the first to know evo's view on the latest launch or group test. 

ncLES AND ao V!DEaS 

Asearchable archive at yourfingertips allowing you to access evo's 
back catalogue of content \Arherever you are. wheneveryou want it. 

And we’re adding to it every week 
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bxHENRY CATCHPOLE 
rPHOTOGRAPHY by DREW GIBSON 

Speeds may not be high but there’s 
no lack of thrills to driving in the 
Defender Challenge, where WRC-style 
forest tracks are mixed with daunting 
off-road obstacles that tax both mind 
and body to extremes 
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‘THIS IS ALL A BIT DAFT REALLY/ SAYS JON. ‘I MEAN, 

it’s Saturday night. There are people at home watching XFactor at 
the moment.’ 

I begin laughing just as we hit a bump. Hard. The Defender goes 
airborne in the dark at about 80mph and on landing there’s a sort of 
joint ooofffof exhaling air, cutting the laughter short as our spines 
compress milliseconds after the dampers. Instantly we both spot 
the small orange arrow lurking in the shadows amongst the trees 
ahead. I brake as late as I dare, coming back down through the 
gears until the speed is barely a quarter of what it was moments 
before. I’m still vaguely trying to contain a small slide as we slither 
off the muddy track into the quarry. In the darkness the pile of 
rocks we’re now meant to drive up looks almost vertical. 

‘I’m more of a Strictly fan, if I’m honest,’ I reply. 

HOW MANY OF YOU HAVE IDLY DREAMED ABOUT 

taking part in the Dakar rally - racing across sand dunes miles from 
anywhere, putting massive travel suspension through its paces day 
and night for two gruelling weeks? I’m going to assume that quite a 
few hands have gone up. And how many of you would know where 
to start in making that dream come true? I’m going to assume 
quite a few of those hands are now scratching heads. I say that as 
someone who has also dreamed and subsequently pondered. 

The Defender Challenge was set up in 2014 by Land Rover 
and Bowler in order to provide exactly that first step on the road 




to the Dakar. A one-make series with seven rounds, it offers the 
chance to get to grips with all the basics that you would need 
before progressing to rally raid. Most of the rounds are on normal 
BTRDA gravel stage rallies. Indeed, I saw all the Defenders at the 
Woodpecker Rally when I was competing in my own Mk2 Escort 
in August (evo 202). However, two of the championship rounds 
are hill rallies (the Welsh and the Borders) and when Land Rover 
offered me the chance to take part, I knew it was in one of these 
slightly different events that I wanted to compete. 

Exactly how different a hill rally is became evident approximately 
two metres after leaving the first time control in Galloway Forest, 
Scotland. In front of us was a river crossing. Not some Zen-like 
ornamental trickle over a few pebbles, either, but a lot of fast- 
flowing brown water sluicing off the hillsides and hiding boulders. 
Even more amazingly, this wet hurdle wasn’t even part of a timed 
stage - crossing it was necessary just to leave the service park. And 
if we didn’t get washed away in the raging torrents, then there was 
what looked like an almost unclimbable bank on the other side. 
You most definitely wouldn’t catch a WRC car, let alone my Escort, 
tackling this sort of terrain. 

As a result I don’t mind admitting that, as we wait for the seconds 
to tick down to our start time. I’m quite nervous. Bordering on 
scared. My off-roading experience before this has amounted to half 
a day in the controlled environs of Eastnor Castle about eight years 
ago and some mucking about in a Hyundai Terracan on eCoty once. 
This already looks much more serious. Thankfully, sitting next to 
me in the co- driver’s position, or ‘silly seat’, is Jon Chester, brand 
director for Bowler and fellow beard enthusiast. He’s clearly less 
flustered than me, although I think that could just be the lingering 
effects of the previous night’s pints. 

‘You’ll be fine’ he says, breezily. ‘Did you bring that sausage roll 
with you? I’m starving.’ 

‘Yes. You can have it if we survive the upper reaches of the 
Ganges,’ I reply, slightly distractedly. 
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I’m aware I need to carry enough speed to get up the far bank, 
but I’m also keen not to charge headlong into the water and flood 
the engine (as I’ve already seen one person do). As the marshal 
waves us off, I select second gear, ease into the water and then give 
it pretty much everything with my right foot, just trusting the car 
to do the rest. The Defender rocks and rolls and scrabbles and claws 
as its live axles articulate one way then the other. Tyres slip and 
tyres grip and there’s an alarming jolt on my side of the car over one 
particularly huge rock hidden from view just under the surface. But 
to my amazement we’re moving forwards. This mayhem ensues 
for several interminable seconds that feel like minutes, but then 
miraculously the 90’s short wheelbase points alarmingly skywards, 
the Kumho tyres bite into the sodden Scottish turf, and at quite a 
severe angle we accelerate out of the water trailing a small flood 
behind us, like Archimedes leaping from his bath. I breathe a sigh 
of relief. Just 13 competitive stages to go. . . 

The venerable Land Rover Defender is a vehicle much loved by 
many at evo. Icon is a hideously over-used word, but I think in the 
case of the boxy British off-roader it is rightly applicable. It is just so 
wonderfully honest, rugged and capable. However, we would be 
the first to admit that the pages of a magazine devoted to The thrill 
of driving’ are not its usual home. Despite these Defender 90s being 
tweaked by Bowler, they remain remarkably close to standard. 
The engine is a re-mapped version of the four-cylinder 2.2-litre 
turbodiesel, with power up slightly to 170bhp and torque swollen 


Left: beardyCatchpole 
drives while Bowler’s beardy 
Jon Chester tells him where 
to go. Far left: cabin packed 
with race goodies: cars enjoy 
serious support from pukka 
Dakar truck 


‘ICON IS A HIDEOUSLY 
OVER-USED WORD, BUT 
I THINK IN THE CASE 
OF THE BOXY BRIT, IT’S 
RIGHTLY APPLICABLE’ 
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Right: off-road night stages 
are particularly challenging. 
Left: rudinnentary pit garage. 
Below left: forestry tracks 
allow a semblance of speed. 
Bottom left: the get a 
bigger hammer’ school of 
car maintenance 




a little further to 3321b ft. An outlandish-looking lever (which is 
actually very comfy) sprouts from the transmission tunnel but the 
standard six-speed gearbox remains, with the usual diff lock and 
high/low ratio capability. 

To be honest it’s hard to know to what extent the interior has 
been stripped out because Defenders are basic at the best of times. 
The addition of a roll- cage is definitely new though, as are the 
intercoms, bucket seats and harnesses. One tip I pick up early on is 
to let the handbrake off (down by your left knee) before you do up 
all the harness. Bit like remembering to have a pee before getting 
into a sleeping bag. 

The first few stages are a steep learning curve for many reasons. 
First, there is the lack of pace notes, which is initially very unnerving. 
I’m reasonably familiar with haring through forests, but in the past 
I’ve always had someone in my ear telling me vaguely what was 
coming next. In hill rallies, however, you have to drive everything 
on sight, with only some small orange arrows to point you the right 
way at junctions. As a result, the co-driver is essentially just an 
extra pair of terrified eyes helping you spot potential trouble. And 
some company while you’re hanging around. 

The second thing to get to grips with is the Defender’s handling. 
The relatively high centre of gravity combined with the short, 90- 
inch wheelbase make things feel incredibly precarious until you’re 
acclimatised. Perched up in your lofty position you feel a long way 
from the ground and there is the distinct sense that you could tip 
and then topple if you ask too much. This concern isn’t helped by 
the sight that greets us about a mile into the first stage: Land Rover 
number 38 is on its side. After misreading an orange arrow and 
then trying to cut a corner too tightly, they had popped the inside 
two wheels high in the air and then laid it down heavily on its side 
like a rhino after a tranquiliser. Defenders being the tough things 
they are, the car is, of course, righted and back in the fray later in 
the rally, but that initial sight of it stricken is a sobering one and 
makes me extra-keen to take the first couple of stages easily to 
avoid coming a similarly embarrassing cropper. 

Amazingly, the Defender is actually quite a drifter once you’re 
going quickly. This is fun and helps you set the car up for corners, 
but you need to keep the slides fairly well contained because the 
steering is so slow that you will never wind on enough lock to keep 
up with the tight arc of the short wheelbase. Or at least you might 
catch it one way, but you won’t get it as it swings back the other way. 
In the end you learn to let it find its own path to some extent, not 
fighting it but guiding it. 

Much the same principle applies to the off-road sections, which 
frequently have huge ruts to keep you on course whether you like it 
or not. It’s a curious feeling flying along what would be extremely 
fast stages on a WRC rally and then slowing to what feels like 
walking pace as you turn off the forest track into the technical 
sections. These can be anything from enormous ditches filled 
with water to huge hills of quarried stone. I have no idea what I’m 
doing, so decide to trust the Defender and listen to Jon, whose only 
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‘AMAZINGLY, THE 
DEFENDER IS QUITE A 
DRIFTER ONCE YOU’RE 
GOING QUICKLY’ 

instruction seems to be an encouraging, Okay, full throttle!’ 

First stages survived, we head back to the warm embrace of the 
team truck, which is a wonderfully unnecessary Dakar support 
vehicle. The service park is a Land Rover marketing department’s 
muddy dream. Everything seems to be a Land Rover in some form 
or other, from the ambulance that’s been converted from an old 
Rangie, to the bonkers-looking specials that bear resemblance to 
a Defender only in the same way that a Mr Universe competitor 
is the same species as me. At least three-quarters of the vehicles 
competing have Bowler DNA in their design and, as such. Drew 
Bowler is this service park’s Adrian Newey. Short, smiley, quite 
shy and about as hirsute as Newey, Drew is an incredibly nice man. 
Mobbed is perhaps a stretch too far, but throughout the weekend 
there is a steady stream of people that all want to say hello, ask him 
a question, or just shake his hand. 

There’s a certain amount of repetition to the stages and after 
the first few runs through we’re getting to know some sections 


pretty well, although the organisers occasionally throw in a small 
diversion here or there to keep us on our toes and check we haven’t 
got complacent. However, stage seven punts us into something 
completely different. I can only describe it as like driving through 
thick chocolate mousse. The instinct is to scythe through it as fast 
as possible, masterfully parting the brown gloop with the tyres. 
The problem with that is what lurks beneath. Roots, rocks and ruts 
all lie in wait, so you could unexpectedly hit something very hard. 
I do my best to navigate through and around the troughs that I can 
see, but sometimes there is no option but to take the hit. 

There are much faster rough sections too, like the rocky path 
that I started off taking gingerly in third gear but will be charging 
along in fifth by the end of the weekend. Having initially thought 
that neither the Defender nor its occupants could travel any 
faster over the stony punishment without severe damage to the 
undercarriages of all concerned, it becomes clear from the stage 
times that we’ll have to. The sensation isn’t actually any less 
comfortable at greater speed - if anything it’s slightly better, as we 
skim over a little more of it - but there is nonetheless a constant 
feeling that spleen, kidneys, liver, gall bladder, lungs and large 
sections of intestine are being jumbled inside my ribcage like the 
lottery balls inside their tumbler. 

Stage eight is delayed a bit just to make sure that the last of the 
light has drained from the sky and it’s a proper night stage for 
all the competitors. It is the longest stage that we’ve done so far, 
combining two of the earlier loops into one massive test. We’ve got 
two incredibly bright LED lamp pods on the front of the Defender 
and when they’re not underwater or pointing at the sky, they do 
a stunning job of throwing a whitish blanket of light over the 
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landscape. As we head out onto the more exposed hillside I can 
see two or three other white beams in the distance waving around 
in the vast darkness. It’s like being in a ski resort at night, looking 
up towards the slopes and seeing the lights of the piste bashers 
scattered across the mountain as they go about their nightly work. 

It’s not long after Jon has begun the discussion about Saturday 
night television that we encounter our trickiest moment of the 
whole rally. Ahead of us is the steepest climb of the stage. It has 
deteriorated throughout the day, getting progressively more 
slippery and churned with every pass. The scrambling denouement 
is a vertical slab of rock right at the top, which the right-hand wheels 
must scrabble and claw their way up and over. If you ever ignored 
the ladder and tried to climb up a slide, you’ll know the feeling. 

As we round the corner onto the climb and give it full throttle, 
the sight isn’t pretty. Ahead is another Defender. I can hear the 
roar of its engine even over the noise of ours as it tackles the final 
slab. . . and fails. Now it’s slithering back towards us and I’m rapidly 
engaging reverse and trying to remember how much steering I did 
on the way up as I try to retrace my tracks into the inky blackness. 
Somehow we both slither to the bottom without making contact or 
toppling end over end. They make it up on the second attempt, but 
we then fail on our first attempt (the diff-lock having disengaged 
on the way up). This means we have to do the reverse of doom all 
over again, before somehow making it over the second time in a 
maelstrom of full throttle, engine noise, mud, vocal encouragement 
from Jon and me and, most importantly, a fully engaged diff-lock. 



WHEN I GO TO CLUTCH MY TOOTHBRUSH THE 

following morning, my right hand aches: because the Defender 
has a relatively narrow powerband, you tend to change gears 
fairly often, meaning you do a lot of one-handed steering, and I’m 
suffering the consequences. 

The Sunday stages are mostly the reverse of the previous 
day’s and this means that the discomfort levels are cranked up a 
notch. The reason is that the braking bumps created in the tracks 
throughout the previous day are now like a washboard as we try to 
accelerate out of each corner. 

With the new day comes greater confidence. I’m braking later 
(it’s amazing how you can stand the Defender on its nose), backing 
it into corners, getting in tune with the way it swings. I’m hitting 
everything faster, confident the metal underneath me can take it 
even if I’m not sure my body can. Back in service, a bent steering 
guard shows I’ve struck (so to speak) a happy medium of pushing 
just hard enough. 

For all the rough and tumble, it’s a balancing act to drive 
quickly. Although Jon reckons we’re as fast as anyone on the 
open sections, I know I’m still losing lots of time to the quickest 
guys on the technical sections. Edd Cobley of Team Harford is the 
championship’s star. You could argue he has an advantage as he’s 
an instructor at a Land Rover Experience Centre, but regardless of 
this, his overall sixth-place finish is remarkable. 

At the end of two days we finish exactly halfway through 
the overall field (21st) and fourth out of eight in the Defender 
Challenge. It’s a respectable enough result but I’ll take much more 
than just a set of stage times away from the rally. For a start, it really 
felt like an adventure. I was continuously learning new things and 
after some of the obstacles we tackled, I genuinely feel like I’m 
equipped with a few more skills if I ever found the funds to go and 
attempt the Dakar or its (ironically) African ilk. 

Finally, if you believe that motorsport should first and foremost 
be fun (and I do), then the wonderful world of hill rallies could be 
just the thing for you. For me, the story that sums up hill rallying is 
one recounted by a marshal I was chatting to. He said that, standing 
out at his post on the Saturday night, he would hear a monstrous, 
barely muffled V8 soundtrack roaring towards him from miles 
awaiy. As the car approached the technical section where he was, 
the lights would slow, the engine noise would recede and would be 
replaced by another sound entirely: laughter. □ 
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DEFENDER CHALLENGE 


LAND ROVER DEFENDER CHALLENGE 


Engine In-line four-cylinder, 2198cc 
C02266g/km 
Power 170bhp@3250rpm 
Torque 332ib ft @ 2390rpm 
Transmission Six-speed manuai, iow-ratio transfer 
case, four-wheei drive, iocking differentiai 
Front suspension Live axie, radius arms, Panhard 
rod, coii springs, dampers 

Rear suspension Live axie, traiiing arms, coii springs, 
dampers 

Brakes Ventiiated 298mm front discs, 
soiid 298mm rear discs 
Wheeis 8 x 18in front and rear 
Tyres 275/65 R18 front and rear, Kumho Dakar Mud 
Weight 1771kg 

Power-to-weight 98bhp/ton 
0-62mph7.0sec (daimed) 

Top speed llOmph (daimed) 

Basic price £60,000 fuiiy prepared 
(season’s racing: £12,000) 

Onsaie Now 


evo rating: ★★★★★ 
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NEW ARRIVAL 



From STI to vRS, evo’s Fast Fleet is the biggest and most 
comprehensive long-term section in the business. This month... 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 

byNickTrott 

Editor l!^ 

RENAULT MEGANE 

by Richard Meaden 

Contributing editor 

FORD FIESTA ST 

by Henry Catchpoie 

Features editor 

AUDI SI 

by Jethro Bovingdon 

Contributing editor 

After struggling for years with 
the very concept of SUVs, will 
a pristine Range Rover Sport 
sway Trott’s opinion? 

Meaden’s Audi R8 rebound is 
already working wonders - he’s 
besotted. Just don’t engage 

Sport mode on a wet road... 

Ford’s smaller ST model gets an 
outing at Bedford Autodrome. 

Can it replicate its sparkling 
road manners on the track? 

Magnificent the SI maybe, 
but Bovingdon wants more 
-particularly as its engine is 
shared with the 296bhp Golf R 





LANCIA INTEGRALE 

by Richard Lane 

Subeditor 

MCLAREN 12C SPIDER 

bySSO 

Contributor 

SUBARU WRX STI 

by Stuart Gaiiagher 

Managing editor 

FERRARI 458 ITALIA 

by Simon George 

Contributor 

Lane calls time on the Grale’s 
winter stint, but will treasure 
the memories of his daily time- 
capsule experience 

Mr and Mrs SSO indulge in 
the charms of a particularly 

unsubUe m 

Lipflraxk onthec«rd$? 

Buried within the WRX’s cheap 
plastics and heavy-handed 
diassis Ls ai car INal will dance 
irpush«d. wNspm 

An unpleasant rattle from 
the 60,000-mile V8 makes 
Simon’s blood run cold - but 
only briefly 




JBi^ 





NISSANGT-R 

by David Yu 

Contributor 

SKODA OCTAVIAvRS 

by Dean Smith 

Photographer 

SUBARU IMPREZA 

byNickTrott 

Editor 1^3 

KIA PROCEED 6T 

by Aston Parrott 

Staff photographer 

Power, chassis, transmission - 
everything’s working a treat on 

Yu’s ageing supercoupe. Except 
the noisy rear brakes 

Big miles heading into the wilds 
of Snowdonia reveal small but 
important snippets of life with 
Skoda’s practical hatchback 

We’re no strangers to turbo 
Scoobys at evo, and Trott’s 
done a deal on one with a vision 
of driving it to Monte Carlo 

Kia’s first proper hot hatch 
continues to do the business 
as a daily driver, but Parrott 
wants more entertainment 





SEAT LEON CUPRA 

by ian Eveieigh 

Production editor 

BMWM4 

by Dan Prosser 

Road test editor 

Also on the evo fleet; 

Volkswagen Golf GTI, Ferrari Scuderla Spider 16M, 

Porsche 911 3.0 SC, Renault Clio 182, Mazda MX-5 Mk2, 
Toyota Celica GT-Four, Ford Escort RS2000, BMW 2002, 
Porsche 996 Carrera, Ferrari F40, Peugeot 106 Rallye, 
Lamborghini Murclelago 

Eveleigh’s hot hatch goes in for 
a DAB repair and returns with 
new boots and a suspicious 
fuel economy figure 

After a trip to the North York 

Moors for a crucial triple-test 
involving the M4, Prosser longs 
for a Blakey Ridge lock-in 


0 fastfleet@evo.co.uk O @evomagazine Q www.facebook.com/evomagazine 


Range 

Rover 

Sport 

SDV8 

Can our new £97,000, 
334bhp (and 2398kg) 
4x4 convert a staunch 
SUV-sceptic? 
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Range Rover Sport SDV8 


IT’S A FABULOUS picture, 
isn’t it? A shiny new Range 
Rover Sport, casuaiiyand 
confidentiy taking a ieft-hander at a 
decent iick. It could be a marketing 
picture, seiiing a dream. And for 
many it is a dream. The Range Rover 
Sport - especiaiiy in Autograph 
Dynamic trim with a thumping 
great 4.4-iitre turbo V8 diesei - is 
unquestionabiy one of the most 
desirabie SUVs. The styiing is fineiy 
honed, the interior a match for 
those of the most iuxurious vehicies 
in the worid, and the chassis (and 
badge) promises aii-condition 
indomitabiiity. So what’s not to iike? 
Mmm, where do I start...? 

I’ii be honest: I’m not a fan of big 
SUVs. What they gain in infrequentiy 
depioyed aii-weather capabiiity they 
iose in generai driving dynamics. For 
me it’s more important that a car is 


enjoyabie to drive for the majority of 
time, rather than abie to cope with a 
grassy bank on the odd occasion. 

Simpiy put, I don’t need a raised 
driving position, my driving habits 
rareiy invoive fieids or descents, 
and the boot in a Ford C-max is the 
same size as those in most big SUVs. 
The majority of premium saioons 
or estate cars aiso offer simiiar, and 
often greater, ieveis of iong-distance 
driving comfort. And status? 
Couidn’t give a monkey’s. 

So this is going to be a reveaiing 
year. Wiii this car show up hitherto 
hidden taients and worm its way 
into my affections? And, perhaps 
more intriguingiy, wiii it make me 
reconsider my feeiings on big SUVs 
in generai? 

I was given the chance to spec 
OV64 LBP via a very intuitive oniine 
configurator and, if I’m honest, I’m 


pleased with the resuits. The coiour 
is Fuji White with a biack roof. The 
contrast between this and the 
Ebony/Pimento (biack and red) 
interior is pretty styiish. Previous 
experience of the breathiess V6 
diesei meant a risky V8 diesei 
choice, but the fun of exercising its 
monstrous torque (546ib ft) shouid 
be worth the inevitabie fuei biiis (if I 
average 28mpg, I’ii be impressed). 

The basic price for this modei 
is £82,650, but ours came in at 
£96,907 thanks to a few (quite a 
few) choice options. These inciude a 
fuii-size siiding panoramic roof, 22- 
inch forged, ceramic-poiished aiioys 
(£3120 - neariy £1000 more than I 
paid for the entire Subaru on pl38!), 
a soiar attenuating windscreen 
and privacy giass, an eiectricaiiy 
depioyabie tow bar, adaptive xenon 
headiamps, 20-way powered 


seats with memory, upper section 
articuiation and massage, rear-seat 
entertainment with a 10.2-inch 
screen, and a Meridian audio system 
(825 watts) with 19 speakers and 
TV. There’s more, too much more to 
detaii, but I’ii be running you through 
it over the coming year. 

So iet’s see what that time brings. 

I fuiiy acknowiedge that I go into this 
iong-term ioan with prejudice. And 
whiie I have no doubt that the Sport 
wiii impress me, I remain scepticai 
about whether it wiii be as fun to 
drive as an equivaient supersaioon 
or super-estate. 

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 2082 

Mileage this month 1281 

Costs this month £0 
mpg this month 26.1 



RenaultsportMegane 275 Trophy 



--il. ^ 


Renaultsport 

Megane 275 
Trophy 

It may be hardcore, 
but the Trophy is taking 
winter in its stride 



0 NO POINT STRINGING 
things out over the next 
half-dozen reports, so I 
might as weii say it now: I absoiuteiy 
iove this car! Not even wet, siippery 
and often frosty roads can cooi 
my ardour for the Trophy. Okay, so 
Hi confess to wishing its hardcore 
Recaros were heated to make sub- 
zero mornings a bit more toierabie, 
but I’ve quickly learned to get up 


a few minutes eariy, start the car 
and ieave it running so everything 
has warmed up before I get going. 

If you knew how much I enjoy 
lying in bed, you’d appreciate just 
how successfuiiy the Megane has 
wormed its way into my affections. 

I had worried that the optionai 19in 
Turini aiioys and Micheiin Piiot Sport 
Cup 2 tyres might have hobbied it 
for the worst of the winter months. 


but I have to say that - so far - it’s 
coping with the wet and coid better 
than expected. You need to be 
mindfui on the coidest mornings, 
as the rears never reaiiy have a 
chance to generate much heat, but 
there’s iess siithering, siiding and 
generai edginess than you might 
expect. The fronts manage to gain 
decent purchase, so there’s not too 
much scrabbiing around, though it’s 


best to avoid the more aggressive 
Sport mode in such conditions, as 
it sharpens the throttie and reiaxes 
the ESP just enough to iet you get 
yourseif into a iittie bit of troubie if 
you take too many iiberties. 

The probiem is. Sport mode aiso 
unieashes a fruity fusiiiade of pops 
and crackies from the Akrapovic 
exhaust on a traiiing throttie, which I 
find highiy entertaining. But then I am 
a bit of a tart when it comes to Sport 
buttons. I just can’t resist them. 

I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t ionging 
for warmer, drier weather so I can 
reaiiy dip into the Trophy’s aii-out 
abiiity, properiy iean on the grip of 
Micheiin’s finest, and enjoy putting 
those trick Ohiins dampers to the 
test at the odd trackday. Stiii, if the 
first few months with the Trophy are 
any indication. I’m more than happy 
enjoying this genuineiy speciai car 
through the remnants of winter. □ 
Richard Meaden 
(@DickieMeaden ) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 3106 

Mileage this month 1525 
Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 27.1 


Ford Fiesta ST 



Ford Fiesta ST 

We know the Fiesta is 
great on the road, but 
what about on track? 


FOR LOGISTICAL REASONS 
too boringto mention, I 
had my Fiesta ST at the 
Bedford Autodrome on the same 
day that I drove the Eiise S Cup (see 
Driven). So before I went out in the 
Lotus, I took the Ford for a few iaps 
of the South Circuit. With its two 
iong straights and predominantiy 
fast corners, the South is perhaps 
not the ideai circuit for the iittie 
hatchback, but nonetheiess I 
thought it wouid be interesting. 

The track’s one hairpin quickiy 
unmasked the Fiesta’s iack of LSD, 
with the power spinning away 
scrappiiy through the inside wheei. 


but the rest of the iap was rather 
more impressive. At the end of 
the start/finish straight is a swift 
ieft-right chicane foiiowed by a 
very fast ieft-hander. It’s a perfect 
exemplar of why visiting a track is 
such fun - the sort of test of nerve 
and deiicate high-speed baiance 
that you’d never commit to on the 
road. Lap after iap through the 
chicane the Fiesta carried far more 
speed than I’d initially thought 
possible. The ST’s relatively light 
kerb weight of 1088kg undoubtediy 
heiped in the direction change, but I 
was more impressed than ever with 
the ContiSportContact 5 rubber and 
how fierceiy it ciung to the tarmac - 
even if frequentiy oniy three of the 
tyres were in contact. 

In terms of adjustability, the ST 
reacted just as it wouid on the road, 
with a iittie iift tightening the nose 
and a bigger iift pitching the rear 
out of iine. Aii easiiy controiied stuff. 


Strangeiy, though, the car feit better 
when diaiied back siightiy from my 
attempts at the fuii Kubica. It by 
no means dissolved into a dynamic 
mess when trying to extract the iast 
few tenths, but a certain raggedness 
crept in at the edges and a bit of the 
ioveiy fiuidity was iost. In some ways 
this isn’t a surprise - the Fiesta is a 
road car, after aii, and if I had to make 
a choice I wouid rather the ST be 


sparkiing company on the road and 
oniy good on the track, rather than 
the other way round. □ 

Henry Catchpole 

(@HenryCatchpole) 

Date acquired July 2014 

Total mileage 11,625 

Mileage this month 1830 
Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 38.9 
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Audi SI 



Audi S1 


Its 2-litre turbo engine (now finally run-in) is a big part of 
the Si’s character. But could it have had more power? 


j— ^ MILEAGE CONTINUES TO 
M accrue painfully slowly 
^ ^ on the SI because it’s 

spent most of its time in a car park 
at Heathrow of late. This is a bit 
annoying, but hopefully the figure 
will ramp up significantly in the next 
month or two. 

When I’m actually in the SI, I still 
really enjoy it. This is mainly because 
it’s such a rorty thing and nails 
the little car/big engine feel that’s 
always been a huge part of the hot 
hatch formula over the years. As 
others downsize, the STs bruising 
2-litre turbocharged engine just feels 
mighty and slightly illicit. 

Now it’s fully run-in I can work 
beyond the mid-range and let the 
engine run out to the limiter. I’m 
doing this as much as possible as 


I’m a strong believer that a regularly 
extended young engine will make 
for a faster car in the long term. 
That’s my excuse, anyway. Plus 
every engineer I’ve ever asked 
about running-in procedures has 
suggested to ‘give it death’ from day 
one - or words to that effect. 

The engine is happy to wind 
around to the red, but it does lack 
the bite and energy of the Golf R’s 
top end. Given the R has 297bhp 
to the STs 228, you might expect 
as much, but as it’s essentially the 
same EA888 engine it’s hard not to 
feel slightly short-changed. Maybe a 
gentle bit of chip tuning is in order... 

One thing I can’t get near is the 
official 40.4mpg. Not even close. 
Usually it hovers in the 28-30mpg 
region. I’m pretty allergic to endless 


It’s essentially the 
same engine as In 
the Golf R, so It’s hard 
not to feel slightly 
short-changed’ 


Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 1428 
Mileage this month 683 
Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 30.2 


traffic jams and so avoid rush hour 
like the plague, so my average speed 
is usually pretty good. Even so, 
struggling to get within lOmpg of the 
official claim shows how absurd they 
really are. No matter, as petrol prices 
decrease it doesn’t seem so painful 
and I’ve always thought anything 
close to 30mpg for a car with 
performance as good as this is well 
within the realms of acceptability. 

So with another tank of super, a 
run-in engine and still pretty grimy 
weather to contend with. I’ll try to 
take the SI to a track in the next 
few weeks. I’m really keen to see 
how the four-wheel-drive system 
and magnetic dampers cope at 
maximum attack... □ 

Jethro Bovingdon 
(@JethroBovingdon) 
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Lancia Delta Integrale 


McLaren 12C Spider 



Lancia Delta Integrale 

Italy’s most famous hatchback conquers the very 
worst of winter - then bravely climbs back Into bed 


McLaren 12C Spider 

Great car, the 12C, but can the SSO resist the 
temptation of the newer and quicker 650S Spider? 


S THERE REALLY ISN’T an 
easy way to put this. 

For the foreseeable 
future I’m relieving the Integrale of 
duties, which have namely been to 
transport me back and forth from 
evo HQ and to do so in damned 
entertaining fashion. 

There’s no one reason why I’ve 
chosen to do this. Indeed it’s not 
the car that’s throwing in the towel, 
but me, because ultimately running 
an Integrale in this fashion simply 
isn’t... sensible. I’ll hate myself for 
writing that in years to come. 

But put yourself in my shoes. 

The odometer keeps revolving and 
our roads increasingly exhibit the 
deathly pallor of sodium chloride. 
The car also hadn’t (and I use the 
past tense because it’s already 
tucked up far away) seen a truly dry 
night for weeks and my paranoia 
was exacerbated to the point 
where it wasn’t funny at all. 

A recent wheel-alignment 
expedition to Tyres Northampton 
gave me a chance to have a nervous 
and prolonged poke around the 
car’s underside. It had, in fairness, 
held up perfectly well, but there are 
chinks in the armour that winter 
would exploit given time, including 
one particularly sleep-depriving 
spot where the car has been jacked 
ineptly. This will be repaired as a 


priority, but the fine tier of rust that 
has already formed on the freshly 
exposed metal is a stark reminder 
of an Integrale’s discreet fragility. 

I’ll miss it. Hammering down 
the outside lane of the Ml amid 
torrential rain, hustling along frosty 
lanes on winter morns - it’s been 
colossal fun. The feral design and 
ebullient way it goes down a road 
make it a proper companion. 

It goes up roads quite well, too, 
including a supposedly closed 
Horseshoe Pass at Llangollen. It’s 
no exaggeration to say that the 
car crested the pass quickly and 
without fuss, utterly alone, in heavy 
snow, and on summer tyres. Call 
me a fool, but the Lancia vindicated 
my foolishness in some style. 

G78 BBK will be back in Fast Fleet 
in the summer - a season when 
it becomes something of a giant 
mechanised scarab, scuttling down 
baked B-roads and slingshotting 
off roundabouts with ferocious 
enthusiasm, snorting from those 
peashooter exhaust tips as it goes 
along. Until then, it’s arrivederci. □ 
Richard Lane (@_rlane _J 

Date acquired August 2013 
Total mileage 88,022 
Mileage this month 657 
Costs this month £13.50 (Selina oil) 
mpg this month 22.7 


THE McLaren 12C Spider 
has had plenty of use over 
the past several weeks. 
Other than the daily commute, 
it was pressed into service for 
multiple last-minute Christmas 
shopping trips and even an airport 
run - the front boot does hold a 
surprising amount, especially if you 
pack it carefully. 

Winter mode is still being used 
plenty and I had to add a bit of air 
to the rear tyres to make sure they 
had adequate pressure when cold. 
The roof has mainly stayed up, with 
the exception of two occasions. 
What I have done regularly, though, 
is drop the rear window to let in a 
bit of fresh air and the symphonic 
mechanical soundtrack. 

Driving a 12C Spider every day, 
you do get spoiled. And when 
excellence is the norm, you don’t 
realise how good it is until you 
have to step into something very 
ordinary again. In my case it’s 
usually a rental car on a business 
trip that provides the grounding. 
The 12C’s dual-clutch gearbox is 
simply outstanding. Shifts in both 
directions are lightning fast and I 
really like being able to use either 
paddle to go up or down. The 
driving position and cockpit layout 
are other strengths. All the controls 
are right where you want them 
to be. In fact the layout is highly 
intuitive even to the extent that 
you don’t need to take your eyes off 
the road to find anything - unlike 
in a lot of cars, you don’t need to 


go hunting to figure out where the 
wipers or lights might be hiding. 

The McLaren would have been 
used even more during this time 
were it not for the excellent local 
official McLaren dealer. Park 
Place. Just before Christmas they 
called up and asked if I would be 
interested in borrowing a 650S for 
a few days. My immediate answer 
was of course ‘yes’, and I arranged 
to collect the car the next day. 

When we pulled up at the 
dealership, there were Tarocco 
Orange (pictured) and black 650Ss 
parked out front. My better half 
looked at me and said: ‘Tell me 
we are borrowing the black one.’ 
That would be a negative, but 
after several days we both agreed 
that the Tarocco Orange had 
really grown on us. The 650S is a 
very tempting proposition - the 
suspension is a bit more compliant 
than the 12C’s and you do notice 
the extra torque. 

At this point, though, I can’t see 
myself trading in the Spider for a 
650S, especially as I’ve only had the 
former for a few months. However, 
if McLaren came out with a ‘GTR’ 
or special edition 650S, that would 
make for a tempting addition. □ 
Secret Supercar Owner 
(@ Supercar Owner) 

Date acquired August 2014 
Total mileage 1200 

Mileage this month 214 
Costs this month £0 

mpgthis month 18.0 
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Subaru WRXSTI 



Subaru 

WRX STI 


A month in, and after an uncertain start with his new 
iong-termer, has Gaiiagher yet managed to excavate 
the excitement of imprezas of oid? 


I WANT TO like the WRX, 
honestly I do, but no 
matter how many miles I 
cover in it or what drives I have in it, 

I still walk away disappointed. This 
feeling hasn’t been helped these 
past few weeks by an influx of test 
cars passing through the evo car 
park that have only highlighted the 
WRX’s shortcomings. 

One car that particularly 
demonstrated everything that is 
wrong with the WRX was Dickie 
Meaden’s Megane. It didn’t 
take many miles to come to the 
conclusion that the Trophy performs 
exactly how I expected the WRX to, 
with the French flyer delivering those 
thrilling moments that Scoobys of 
old would serve up time and again 
with every drive. But where the 
Trophy feels alive and alert, the WRX 


feels lethargic and leaden. The hot 
hatch’s control weights are spot on, 
too, with the surfaces you come 
into contact with being both tactile 
and welcoming compared with the 
featherweight and lifeless feel to 
every element you engage with in 
the process of driving the saloon. 

There have been a few glimmers 
of hope, namely late at night 
when the roads are quiet and the 
opportunities are more forthcoming 
to stretch the WRX’s legs. Hook a 
series of corners together and you 
can just about get the STI to engage 
with you and involve you in what is 
going on. But you need all the stars 
to align, for the flat-four motor to 
be operating in its sweet spot and 
the chassis to be hooked up to your 
every input. And then, just maybe, 
the car begins to shine. 


'Hook a series of 
corners together and 
you can just about 
get the STI to engage 
and involve you’ 


But the amount of effort required 
to reach this point is neither 
matched by a suitable reward nor 
worth the sacrifices you have to 
make to get there, such as the 
cheap-feeling cabin and a ride quality 
so poor that the wife asked if Subaru 
had deliberately set out to make it 
feel like the wheels are square. 

Fuel aside, the WRX hasn’t cost 
a penny to run so far, although the 
fuel filler release broke the other day, 
which makes refuelling an expletive- 
filled affair every 250 miles. □ 
Stuart Gallagher 
(@stuartg917) 

Date acquired December 2014 
Total mileage 8418 

Mileage this month 2059 
Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 25.6 
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Ferrari 458 Italia 

A worrying rattle has 
blotted the hard-working 
458’s reliability record 

BACK IN NOVEMBER last 
year, the 458 thrilled its 
8000th customer on 6th 
Gear Experience’s supercar driving 
events. This prompted me to take 
a closer look at the car’s durability 
over the last three-or-so years. 

Given that yours truly is behind its 
button-festooned wheel most days, 
hammering up and down the Ml, and 
adding to that the aforementioned 
heavy track use throughout the year, 
the surprise conclusion was that the 
more WXll had been used, the more 
reliable it had become. 

Sure, this Ferrari and I have had 
our ups and downs, as with most 
relationships. I’m pretty sure it takes 
pleasure in deafening me with its 
party-piece faulty exhaust valve act, 
which leaves it stuck permanently 
in Race mode until I can get the car 
to a dealer. On the other hand it 


makes me smile when pedestrians 
hear the red beast approaching and 
step back onto the kerb. And I’ll say it 
again: the 458’s pace is astonishing. 

I still crossed my fingers last May 
when the three-year warranty ran 
out, hoping fervently that there 
would be no nasty surprises. So you 
can imagine my mood a couple of 
weeks ago when the V8 developed 


a top-end clatter and our in-house 
technicians shook their heads. 

However, every cloud has a silver 
lining, and a chance conversation 
with a Ferrari technician revealed 
the 458 has in fact got a four year 
manufacturer warranty. So I was 
straight on the phone to Graypaul 
Nottingham, and that’s where the 
car is now. Fingers crossed it’s a 


relatively simple fix, like a fuel pump, 
say. More news next time. □ 
Simon George 
(@6gearexperience) 

Date acquired May 2011 

Total mileage 61,292 

Mileage this month 344 
Costs this month £0 
mpg this month 16.0 




IT’S BEEN A quiet month 
for Stealthzilla, with family 
holidays and freezing 
conditions making recreational 
driving a low priority. But the new 
year is always a good time to think 
about plans for the months ahead, 
and so I’ve been pondering on the 
future for my GT-R. 

It is getting on a bit now, at nearly 


six years old, but that’s a lot younger 
than certain other Fast Fleet jalopies 
I could mention, and with only 
37,000 miles on the clock it’s a long, 
long way from retirement yet. 

I’m not convinced about taking 
the engine beyond Litchfield Stage 
4.5, which it has been running 
faultlessly for over two years now. 
Raising power to 850bhp, which is 


the next stage, would mean some 
pretty serious gearbox modifications 
and I’m loath to spend thousands on 
an upgrade that at best would not 
be noticeable and at worst would be 
noisier and jerkier. Anyway, V-max 
events aside (evo 203), there aren’t 
many circumstances when 720bhp 
feels particularly inadequate. 

I’m also very happy with the 
Litchfield suspension kit, which 
provides the perfect compromise 
between handling and ride quality. 

In fact, my only gripe at present 
is with the Endless brake pads I’ve 
been running since 2013. They are 
indeed endlessly powerful and fade- 
free on track, but despite following 
the correct bedding-in procedure 
for the then-also-new 400mm 
Alcon discs, the brakes have always 
juddered under sustained heavy 
braking. This only disappears once 
they’ve had a chance to cool down. 

But worse, the rear pads (MX72 
street-and-track compound rather 
than the MEO race compound at 


Nissan GT-R 

the front) seem to be incorrectly 
sized and rattle like the exhaust 
has broken off its mountings and 
is banging on the floorpan. The 
noise is so bad that I’ve taken to 
lightly left-foot braking when driving 
down populated roads to avoid the 
embarrassment of people staring at 
my broken Nissan. 

I would switch back to Carbonetic 
R Spec pads, which I’ve used many 
times to great effect, but firstly 
the Endless set-up cost an eye- 
watering £894, so I’m reluctant to 
relinquish it before I have to, and 
secondly, Carbonetics are extremely 
hard to come by, especially as the 
UK distributor appears to have 
changed recently. Oh well, first-world 
problems, as they say... □ 

David Yu (@ Auto Journals) 

Date acquired April 2009 

Total mileage 36,934 

Mileage this month 193 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 17.6 
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Skoda Octavia vRS 


Skoda 

Octavia vRS 

A break to Wales - and a break 
from that noisy roof rack - give 
Smith’s vRS a chance to show 
its parsimonious side 








m IT WAS A tough decision 
to remove the roof rack for 
the 250-mile trip to the 
ever-brilliant Brynteg luxury caravan 
park in Snowdonia, our home for 
the next four days. It was a toss-up 
between driving for four hours with 
the equivalent of tinnitus or having 
to listen to my wife for the duration 
of the drive. 

As usual, the motorway miles 
in KY64 EEU were a piece of cake; 
heated seats on, sunroof open for 
the first time ever, wind tickling my 
folically challenged head and cruise 
control locked-on at a speed that 
felt like we were actually making 
some progress. Easy. 

Perhaps too easy? It’s hard to 
resist the lure of going cross-country 
through Snowdonia, no matter what 
you’re driving. An ‘executive decision’ 
was made early on not to drive like 
what’s left of my hair was on fire, and 
so we meandered our way through 
the epic landscapes, taking it all in 
and stopping numerous times for 
photos. It was genuinely enjoyable 
and by the time we reached Brynteg, 
the vRS had managed 39.8mpg! 

Since our break in Wales, the 
roof rack hasn’t made another 
appearance and I’m regularly seeing 
over 39mpg. With much improved 
fuel economy and a total lack of 
wind cacophony, I can’t see myself 
putting it back on anytime soon, 
even if I do have to faff with my bike 
to get it into the hatchback. 

In non-sunroof news. I’ve resorted 
to using my TomTom satnav over the 
car’s built-in system. The Skoda’s 
Columbus nav is actually very 
good and easy to use, but it never 
dynamically diverts your route when 
there are delays - even massive 
delays of more than an hour. That’s 
hugely frustrating. I’m not the only 
one to have found this irritating 
either, as other owners have 
reported it. I’ve seen this problem 
in other VW Group cars, too. It’s a 
shame, as this one setback spoils an 
otherwise great system. □ 

Dean Smith (@evoDeanSmith) 

Date acquired September 2014 

Total mileage 10,196 

Mileage thi s mon th 3243 

Costs this month 0 

mpg this month 39.8 
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Subaru 

Impreza Turbo 

Monte Carlo or bust? Bust... 



Left: gold -the 
holiest of colours for 
Scooby alloys and, in 
this case, shod with 
winter tyres. Below: 
first it was the turbo, 
then the engine. So 
much for bulletproof 
reliability... 



IT STARTED, AS these 
things often do, with a 
features meeting in which 
Jethro (as he normally does) was 
explaining how it would be great if 
we bought a cheap rally-inspired car 
and drove it four-up to the Monte 
Carlo Rally. As you can imagine, the 
publisher (as he normally does) 
asked, ‘Who’s going to pay for the 
car?’ Step forward my credit card. 

To be honest, as soon as Jethro 
came up with the idea I felt my 
wallet twitch. Why? I have a big 
love for Imprezas. My career as a 
motoring journalist kicked off in 
1997 - a time when the Impreza 
Turbo was king. Photographer buddy 
Nick Dimbleby and I spent weeks 
on assignment driving around the 
UK in his red Turbo - indelible and 
fond memories. And nostalgia being 
a cruel and expensive drug, I soon 
found myself negotiating with the 
owner of the blue Impreza here. 

V209 NVX was in our industry, 
so to speak. Owned by Car Dealer 
magazine, it had been part of a 
series of features. Mechanically 
strong, if a little tatty, and with good 
history, it seemed perfect. Oh, and 
it was blue, which meant it was 


double-perfect. I bought it unseen, 
as I had my Clio V6 and my Porsche 
911 SC before. Neither had let me 
down - 1 was obviously on a roll. 

Soon after we had agreed on a 
figure (£2250), the seller told me 
that a final check-over had revealed 
the turbo was kaput. It was now 
just over a week before we were 
due to leave for the Monte and a 
replacement was proving difficult 
to find, so the seller suggested, 
and I agreed, that we should get 
the existing turbo reconditioned 
(at the seller’s expense). So, seven 
days before the Monte, the turbo 
was sent off to be worked on. At this 
time, I realised I couldn’t be part of 
the adventure due to some family 
dramas. However, the ball was rolling 
and I was happy for anyone else on 
the team to take the car. Jethro and 
Dickie declined, the savants... 

The countdown was on. The turbo 
came back three days before Monte 
departure day and was fitted the 
next day. Two days to go... 

Then I realised that the Subaru 
should really be wearing winter 
tyres, as the Monte stages had just 
received a proper dumping of snow. I 
called everyone I know - and I mean 



everyone - to beg, borrow, steal or 
even pay for a set of winter tyres. No 
joy. It turned out the Subaru was on 
later ‘bug-eye’ Impreza 17-inch alloys 
and nobody had the right size 17-inch 
winter tyres in stock. Vredestein UK 
offered a set of 16s, but I’d have to 
buy some 16-inch wheels. Argh! 

Immediately I scoured eBay for a 
set of 16-inch Impreza alloys. I found 
some - albeit 100 miles away in 
Stoke-on-Trent - and hallelujah they 
were gold! I bought them on the spot 
and asked friend of the mag Hamish 
McAllister to fetch them. 

The next day (Thursday) the 
Impreza was delivered to evo 
Towers, as were five brand new 
Vredestein Wintrac Xtreme S winter 
tyres (more info at vredestein.co.uk) 
and a set of four gold Impreza 


alloys. I was away from the office, so 
designer Will Beaumont took delivery 
and subeditor Ricky Lane went to get 
the wheels and tyres fitted. 

That night. Will took the car home 
to give it a good run in advance of 
embarking on the Monte adventure 
the next morning, and while there 
was a suspicion that the brakes 
would need replacing after returning, 
the car was running absolutely fine. 

With the ferry booked for midday. 
Will left home in Leicestershire at 
4am on the Friday. At 4.10am the 
Impreza was stranded, having 
suffered a colossal overheat. A few 
hours later, local mechanical heroes 
Paragon Auto (paragonauto.co.uk) 
inspected it and gave me the bad 
news. The engine was dead. Done 
for. Finished. Oh. Bugger. 

On the Monday I saw the car for 
the first time, sitting outside our 
office, looking very sad. And so, for a 
while, was !.□ 

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired January 2015 
Total mileage 106,557 

Mileage this month 86 
Costs this month £507 (wheels, tyres) 
mpg this month n/a 
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Kia Proceed GT 




THE KIA HAS always been 
a great car for transporting 
me and my photography 
equipment around the UK - it’s one 
of those cars that simpiy functions 
without any hassie. But having 
aiready covered the numerous 
features that make the GT a top 


daiiy driver, iateiy I’ve been thinking 
about it more in terms of pure, 
simpiefun. 

One mentai checkiist of what 
makes a decent hot hatch iater, 
and it’s ciear that the Kia has most 
of the boxes ticked: great iooks, 
ioads of modern gadgets, sporty 


Recaro seats and an encouraging 
performance spec. 

The oniy troubie is that, when 
I do get the chance to drive some 
of evo’s favourite roads in the Kia, 
it doesn’t encourage me enough 
to push harder - so much so that 
I reguiariy find myseif taking the 



motorway home from the office. This 
is in marked contrast to the evening 
I took home Henry’s Ford Fiesta ST. 
That thing was great fun, dispiaying 
amazing agiiity, precision and speed, 
aii set to a briiiiant four-cyiinder 
soundtrack. The oniy negative was 
the £30 of petroi that was meant 
to iast me two days disappearing 
compieteiy in that one trip home! 

I think the fact that I own a i\/lk2 
Goif GTI 16v - which itseif wiii soon 
be joining Fast Fieet - doesn’t heip 
matters. I’ve always enjoyed smaller, 
lightweight hot hatches more than 
faster but heavier ones. 

Nevertheiess, I’m not giving up on 
the GT and pian to remove aii of my 
photographic equipment - not ieast 
the metai stepiadder that traveis 
with me most days - and get to 
some great roads over the upcoming 
weeks for a fresh feei for the car’s 
performance. □ 

Aston Parrott (@AstonParrott) 

Date acquired May 2014 

Total mileage 16,406 

Mileage this month 1011 
Costs this month £0 
mpg this month 30.1 


SEAT Leon Cupra 280 


SEAT Leon Cupra 280 

This month, a fix for the iffy DAB reception, some 
new rubber, and a curiousiy iow fuei economy figure 



AS YOU MAY have read 
in Richard Porter’s 
Petroihead coiumn 
recentiy (evo 204), switching on our 
Cupra’s heated rear screen wouid 
aiways siience the DAB radio. The 
current Leon doesn’t have an aeriai 
poking up from its roof or one of its 
wings: instead it’s in the rear screen 
and iooks very much iike the heating 
eiements that it sits dose aiongside. 
So with digitai signais being the 
temperamentai things they are 
to hang on to, I just assumed 
this behaviour was the resuit of 
interference and was compieteiy 
normai. Turns out it isn’t. 

SEAT got in touch a coupie of days 
after the articie appeared to ask if 
it couid take the car back briefiy to 


investigate. This it duiy did, tracing 
the fauit to the rear screen itseif. 
With a new one fitted, DAB and 
demisting can now work together in 
perfect harmony, which at this time 
of year is rather handy. 

Aiso handy at this time of 
year is the four fresh 235/35 R19 
Bridgestone Potenzas RE050As the 
car returned on. SEAT obviousiy took 
pity on us, as the originai set were 
asmidge off their wear indicators 
aii round, so were about due for 
repiacement. They had iasted 
particuiariy weii, though, having 
covered neariy 14,000 miies, with a 
tacticai front/rear swap at around 
6000 miies. That’s an impressive 
showing given the torque they 
have to cope with and the fact that 


KU14 WWB is frequentiy driven with 
considerabie enthusiasm. 

Speaking of which, you may have 
noticed that this month’s mpg figure 
has dipped considerabiy beiow its 
normai 30-32 range. I’d love to offer 
an explanation, but I honestiy don’t 
think I’ve driven any differentiy this 
iast few weeks. SEAT’S deiivery driver 
did mention that he reaiiy enjoys 
driving the new Cupra, though... □ 
Ian Eveleigh 


Above: the Leon’s 
aerial sits discreetly 
alongside the heater 
elennentsintherear 
glass -clever, when 
it’s working 

Date acquired March 2014 
Total mileage 14,547 

Mileage this month 791 

Costs this month £615.96 (tyres), 
£17.99 (oil top-up) 

mpg this month 27.8 
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CONFERENCE CENTRE 


ENGINEEREDTOINSRIRE 


^ The award-winning Williams Conference Centre is a state of the art 
conferencing facility that never fails to impress 

Located at the home of leading Formula One team Williams in 
Grove, Oxfordshire, the Williams Conference Centre offers a secure 
environment in which to meet, inform, discuss, educate and celebrate 

Our 10 multi-purpose event rooms can accommodate up to 200 guests 
and afford excellent flexibility within modern and inspiring surroundings 

0 


Our Ayrton Senna room 
is a fully equipped 
presentation theatre 
and the ideal venue 
for events that require 
maximum impact with 
professional production 

Our in-house AV 
Technician works with 
you to ensure a seamless 
presentation saving you 
both time and money 


¥ 



The Ayrton Senna 
room forms part of 
our Drivers Suite which, 
used in its entirety, can 
accommodate awards 
or celebrations for up 
to 200 guests with 
superb catering 

Be it formal Boardrooms, 
Cabaret, Classroom, 
Theatre or U-shape, 
our Centre offers total 
flexibility, with every 
event having its own 
private catering area 



Also including on-site 
secure car parking 
for 150 cars and 
complimentary Wi-Fi 
for all guests 

The Williams 
Conference Centre is 
the home of the Williams 
Grand Prix Collection, 
the largest private 
collection of Formula 
One cars in the world 
charting the history of 
the Williams FI Team 



A tour of The Collection 
is included in all events, 
with Public Tours 
available throughout the 
year 

Each season, the team ^ 
hosts a number of 
Grand Prix Race Days 
at The Centre. A unique 
day out for Formula One 
enthusiasts and an ideal 
Corporate Hospitality 
opportunity 



WILLIAMS 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 
GROVE 

OXFORDSHIRE 
0X12 ODQ 


T +44(0)1235 777 900 

CONFERENCES(a)WILLIAMSF100M 

WILLIAMSFICONFERENCESOOM 

FACEBOOKOOM/WILLIAMSCONFERENCECENTRE 

(g)WILLIAMSFlCC 


WILLIAMS 



CNANG1E 

VIEW 


START 


Don't just 
dream it 


CARSi 

DEMAND 


To hire your dream supercar: 

Call 0333 323 2660 Visit supercarsondemand.com 


BMWM4 




RIWI\A/ K/l A Despite less-than-favourable conditions, our M4 won iast month’s 

DIVI ww I VIH- coupe group test. But some iess-than-perfect rivais heiped... 


THERE'S A PUB on the 
North York Moors called 
the Lion Inn. It sits atop 
Blakey Ridge, a rugged spine that 
runs north to south. During the dark 
winter months the Lion Inn feels 
bleak and isolated, like Father Ted’s 
house in a November squall, and 
back in 2010 a heavy, unforecast 
snowfall cut the pub off from the 
nearby villages. 

Being exposed as it is to North 
Sea winds, deep snowdrifts built 
up against the pub’s doors and 
windows, leaving the staff and a 
couple of guests trapped for several 
days. Actually, given all they did for a 
week or so was gorge themselves on 
the kitchen’s supplies while drinking 
the cellar dry, ‘trapped’ seems like 
the wrong word. The whole ordeal 
sounds bloody marvellous. 

Anyway, the point is that Blakey 
Ridge can experience some truly 
Scandinavian winter weather, often 
without warning. It would, therefore. 


‘It was exactly the 
kind of road the 
M4 hates and it did 
feel like a right old 
handful at times’ 


Date acquired October 2014 
Total mileage 9210 

Mileage this month 1783 

Costs this month 0 

mpg this month 24.2 


take a grunting moron to plan a 
group test of circa-450bhp sports 
coupes there during January. 

In the event, I got away with it. 
There were just enough breaks in 
the fog and the icy rain showers 
for us to photograph last month’s 
Lexus RC F V Audi RS5 v BMW M4 
showdown, but the conditions never 
did allow the pair of rear-wheel-drive 
cars to show off their best assets. 
Nonetheless, it was the M4 that won 
Flenry Catchpole’s favour, albeit by 
a narrow margin against less-than- 
stellar competition. 

As I’ve written in previous Fast 
Fleet reports, the M4 has a narrow 
operating window: on anything 
other than dry, largely flat roads, its 
dynamic shortcomings become all 
too apparent. The Blakey Ridge road, 
always slippery at this time of year, is 
cresting and uneven. It’s exactly the 
kind of road the M4 hates and it did 
feel like a right old handful at times. 

The RS5 was much more stable 


over the tricky, spiky blacktop, and it 
found better purchase on the greasy 
road surface, too, while the RC F was 
less aggressive in its power delivery. 
Although the M4 was undoubtedly 
much harder work over those roads, 
it was the only one of the three that 
felt more like a proper sports car and 
less like a soft-focus grand tourer. 
The M4 is the best car in its class, 
but - unlike the V8 M3 that came 
before it - its grasp of that particular 
title isn’t an unbreakable one. 

After a few thousand road miles 
and a day of filming at the Bedford 
Autodrome for a YouTube video, the 
M4’s rear boots are toast. As I type 
there are at least six or seven weeks 
of winter left, so I’m pondering a 
switch to cold-weather tyres to see 
if I can bring some much needed 
control to the rear axle in these chilly, 
wet conditions. In the meantime, I’m 
off to the Lion Inn and crossing my 
fingers for snow. □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser) 
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Supplied in 2006 this is a one owner rare and collectEdole supercar. Finished in Sand White from the factory with Terracotta 
Leather. The paint work is original with light weave visible across the car. The car has full Porsche main agent service history. 
The supplying dealer has maintained this car from new with a total of seven services and a clutch only 1,500 klms ago. 

The car was last serviced at Reading Porsche in January 2015. 


2014 Bowler EXR S only 1 ,900 miles finished in Bonetti Grey over Black. The car has a supercharged version of the 5.0 V8 
in order to deliver astounding all terrain performance. The EXR S is all about performance. 

Imagine a an off road car that drives like a Porsche GT3I. 


Tel: 01926691000 


Web: www.mcgurk.com 


Email: sales@mcgurk.com 






Market Watch 


Knov\iedge 


Insights into the used car market 



FORD GT 

Rare American supercar is not just a great drive, but aiso a promising investment 


ALL THE EXCITEMENT surrounding 
Ford’s new GT supercar following 
its unveiling in Detroit (see Radar, 
evo 206) has inevitably also drawn 
attention to its predecessor from 2004-06. Prices 
are already on the rise, but these cars surely still 
have a way to go in terms of value, giving them real 
potential to be ‘the next big thing’. 

Built in a short production run of 4038 cars, 
the first 21st century Ford GT was a modern-day, 
road-going homage to the legendary 40-inch-tall 
GT40 endurance racer of 1964 to 1969, Gulf-liveried 
versions of which became especially synonymous 
with the 24 Flours of Le Mans. 


With hindsight, the Ford GT might have been 
something of a bargain. Priced at around $150,000 
in the US, or £125,000 in the UK, it featured a 
550bhp, 5.4-litre supercharged V8 mated to a six- 
speed Ricardo gearbox. Top speed was 205mph, 
with 0-60mph dusted off in just 3.7sec. 

Initially the cars commanded a premium of 
around a third more than the list price - especially 
in the UK where only 28 were officially allocated 
- but, as is usually the way, when the next must- 
have came along (and the Lehman Brothers 
crash of 2008 gave everyone the jitters), values 
temporarily dipped well below £100,000. 

That seems absurdly little money for such 



a car nowadays, especially when it has ‘future 
classic’ written all over it. Indeed, GTs are now 
appearing in classic auctions, where the best, 
low-mileage examples are easily outstripping pre- 
sale estimates. In the last 12 months alone, two 
mollycoddled, delivery-mileage examples have 
fetched well over $400,000 (c£265,000) apiece in 
separate RM Auctions sales. 

The good news is, however, that moderately 
used UK cars - if you can find one - are currently 
hovering around the £130,000-150,000 mark. We 
doubt they’ll stay there for long. 

Simon de Burton 


In the class^ds 


Orconsider,,, 



2005 Ford GT 




2006 Ford GT 


2005 Ford GT 


Ford GT40 

The original GT40 has assunned blue-chip classic status. 
A handful to drive, claustrophobic to be inside and far 
from ideal for daily use, a good road-going example 
without race history will cost you north of £1.5m. 

KVAGT40 

Although no longer made, the KVA GT40 replica was a 
good quality, glassfibre kit. An expertly built example 
can be had for around £30,000. 


c£159,000 fordgtsales.com 

10,000 miles, white, blue stripes, BBS 
wheels, McIntosh stereo upgrade, one 
owner. California, USA 


c£159,000 autosportsfl.com 

17,963 miles. Tungsten Gray Metallic, 
Ebony Black leather, McIntosh stereo. 
Florida, USA 


c£165,000 fantasyjunction.com 
8576 miles, red, white stripes, black 
leather, all options, 3M film, no track 
use. California, USA 


Superformance GT40 

Top-quality continuation car from the only company 
licensed by trademark holder Safir GT40 Spares to use 
‘GT40’ on its cars. Prices from £117,600 new. 
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Knov\iedge 


Insights into the used car market 


Asktheexpert 

Your buying questions answered 



i iiveinAustraiiaandhave 
recentiygot myiearner’s 
permit, so want to start saving 
for my first car. i’miooking for 
a cheap (to buy and run) evo car that i can 
just enjoy driving. My price iimit is around 
A$10,000 (c£5400) and i was thinking 
aiong the iines of a Toyota Supra or an E46 
BMW 3-series, as they iook fun to drive and 
are aestheticaiiy pretty nice as weii. Bear 
in mind, though, that new soio drivers here 
are not aiiowed to drive cars with a power- 
to-weight ratio above 177bhp/ton. Any 
advice wouid be greatiy appreciated. 
Sebastian Skoutas 


i think starting out with 
something rear-wheei drive is 
a great idea, so both of your 
suggestions are appropriate. 
Assuming Japanese cars in Austraiia 
haven’t rusted in the way they used to 


up here, i’d say a 1992-2002 Mk4 Supra 
[pictured - aithough you didn’t get the 
bonnet vent down under] wouid be an 
interesting choice, and with a iittie hunting 
shouid be within your budget. 

The 220bhp non-turbo version wiii aiiow 
you to hone your driving technique without 
too much unexpected excitement - the 
twin-turbo modei wouid break your bhp/ 
ton iimit, anyway. Find a five-speed manuai 
car rather than an auto, as it wiii get the 
most out of the straight-six engine. 

A Supra shouid make for a great first 
car. And at the risk of sounding iike one of 
the ‘you’ve never had it so good’ brigade, i’d 
iike to mention that my first road car was 
a Bedford HA (a Vauxhaii Viva-based van). 
Rear-wheei drive, 1256cc, a gearbox iike a 
hot knife through butter and no weight at 
the back. Loved it... SdB 

Emadyour question to experts@evo.co.uk 


Justlooking 

The pick of the ciassifieds this month 



Renaultsport 
Clio 172 

£2495 

KTR Car Sales, Dorset 

ktrcarsales.co.uk 

01202820800 



Porsche 911 Turbo 

£29,995 

Paul Stephens, Essex 

paul-stephens.com 

01440714884 


The Ciio 172 frequentiy finds itseif on evo’s 
pages - it’s one of our aii-time favourites, 
after aii - but rareiy does it appear in pre- 
faceiift guise. Yet for some enthusiasts the 
eariier car hoids a speciai appeai. 

Amongst the ingredients that set it 
apart is its use of a throttie cabie, which 
some say gives better engine response 
than the phase 2’s drive-by-wire system, 
it aiso weighs 1035kg - 22kg iess than the 
faceiifted car - and has a more piiant ride, 
thanks in part to its dinky 15in wheeis. ideai 
for tackiing bumpy British B-roads. 

With just 51,000 miies on the ciock 
and an aii-originai interior and exterior, 
this year-2000 exampie has cieariy been 
iooked after. And with new brakes and a fuii 
service history inciuded in the price, it iooks 
iike a safe buy for the future. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSam Sheehan) 


The 996 was the first water-cooied 
Porsche 911, and the first biank-sheet 
modei after three evoiving generations 
of the originai. in Turbo form its3.6-iitre 
fiat-six produced 414bhp at bOOOrpm and 
413ib ft of torque from 2700 to 4600rpm. 
Sending power to aii four wheeis, it couid 
arrive at 62mph in just 4.2sec when 
equipped with the six-speed manuai 
gearbox. Top speed was 189mph. 

With 79,000 miies on the ciock, this 
2003 Turbo appears to have aged weii. 
Wearing immacuiate bodywork and 
wheeis, and a spotiess engine bay and 
interior, it’s ciear it has iived a priviieged iife. 
it’s aiso managed to retain aii of its originai 
interior components, inciuding a Bose 
sound system and factory-fit satnav. 

Just £30k seems iike a bargain for this 
modern supercar, and an exampie so tidy 
wiii aimost certainiy go up in vaiue. SS 


Aithough the December 2015 demise of 
Land Rover’s iegendary Defender is weii 
and truiy on the horizon, Chariie Fawcett, 
founder of Yorkshire-based Defender 
customisation speciaiist Twisted, is in an 
optimistic mood, as newcomers to the 
so-caiied ‘best 4x4 by far’ are suddeniy 
reaiising how much they want one. 

‘The recent upiift in awareness of the 
Defender has been incredibie,’ he says, 
‘and Land Rover has reaiiy boosted the 


Traderchat 

Twisted Automotive twistedautomotive.com 


attention on our market with the iaunch of 
the three speciai-edition run-out modeis. 
The Autobiography version is particuiariy 
reievant to us, because it is simiiariy priced 
to some of our high-end T-Range modeis 
and it has made peopie reaiise that a great 
deai can be done with a Defender. As a 
resuit, we are receiving more enquiries 
than ever before. 

‘The important difference with what we 
do, however, is that we not oniy improve 


the iook and performance of the standard 
vehicie, but we do extensive work to 
preserve it, too. 

‘it’s ironic that production is set to come 
to an end just when the Defender is cooier 
and more sought-after than it has ever 
been in its 67-year history. We’re getting 
enquiries from everyone - from peopie 
who have never before considered owning 
a Defender, as weii as from die-hard Land 
Rover fans, it’s a very interesting time.’ 


sb ^ m ^ 
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"Nobody gets too 

EXCITED ABOUT 
CAR FINANCE... 

UNTIL YOU FIND 
OUT YOU HAVE 
PAID TOO MUCH" 


08450 944 997 

www.oraclefinance.co.uk 


ORACLE 

FINANCE 


, // ' * t 


• • 




Please contact us for an individual finance quotation wi any prestige or sports car. Finance & terms are subject to status. UK residents only. 

Oracle Asset Finance Limited Is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for the sale of consumer credit. 

We are an independent broker, dealing with a wide range of lenders in order to give customers a broad and competitive choice of products. 

We are not affiliated to any motor manufacturer. 


Buying Guide 


Knov\iedge 


Your indispensable resource when buying used 


Mercedes-Benz E 63 AMG 2006-2011 




AMG’s first completely bespoke power unit is 
just one reason to love the mid-noughties E63 

Words: Peter Tomalin 

REPLACING THE BRUTALLY quick and charismatic E55 AMG 
was never going to be easy. Its torque-rich supercharged 
5.5-litre V8 - shared with such evo icons as the SL55 AMG 
- was the stuff of legend. The answer? For the next 
generation, Mercedes would give AMG free rein to build a completely 
new power unit, the first truly bespoke AMG engine. The result was the 
M156, a naturally aspirated 6208cc V8 that, when installed in the W211- 
generation E-class, produced a searing 507bhp. 

Launched in autumn 2006, the new E63 AMG (saloon or wagon) was 
the most powerful E-class to date, capable of rocketing from 0 to 62mph 
in just 4.5sec in saloon form (quite something for a 1765kg leviathan), 
and while top speed was limited to 155mph in standard form, with the 
restrictor removed the E63 was hammering on the door of 200mph. 

Sure, the 6.2-litre engine needed stoking to give its very best, but 
there was no doubt it was a mighty unit. The rest of the hardware was 
all about harnessing its might while making the E63 as civilised as a limo 
in city traffic. So you got a seven-speed multi-mode automatic gearbox 
with paddles for manual shifting, switchable air suspension, simply 
massive ventilated disc brakes and all manner of electronic goodies. 

Three years later, in late summer 2009, Mercedes replaced the W211 
with the W212. Behind the squarer snout was the same 6.2-litre V8 but 
with peak power slightly up, at 518bhp. It came with even more modes 
for the drivetrain and suspension (steel springs now at the front, for 
extra agility) and an AMG’ button to call up your favourite settings. 
Carbon-ceramic brakes became an option, too. 

This E63 ran until 2011, when Mercedes/AMG reverted to forced 
induction, as is the modern way. Twin turbos would see the V8 shrink to 
a familiar 5.5-litre capacity again, although the E63 name was retained. 
Power was unchanged at 518bhp initially, but in 2013 would rise to 
549bhp, with a humungous 5311b ft of torque from just 1750rpm. 

But it’s the naturally aspirated cars we’re focusing on here, and with 
prices from as little as £14k, they’re a lot of extremely rapid motor car for 
the money. Here’s what you need to know. 


Checkpoints 


Engine and 
transmission 

Our guide is Oily Stoner, boss of 
Mercedes specialist Prestige Car Service 
and the man behind benzonthegreen. 
co.uk (this year’s event is on May 16). He 
says that while the E63 is a rare beast, 
the M156 engine appears in many models 
and is generally trouble-free provided 
it has 10,000-mile oil changes with the 
recommended Mobil 1. Early on, however, 
it developed a reputation for snapping 
its head bolts, with occasionally 
catastrophic results if coolant got 
into the combustion chambers. Most 
engines have had the bolts replaced but 
it’s important to be aware of the issue - 
the early symptoms are similar to head 
gasket failure. Also, listen for a tappety 
noise - common when the engine’s cold, 
but if it continues it means the hydraulic 
lifters are sticking and potentially 
causing premature wear to the cam 
lobes. Replacing the lifters will cost 
£2000 at a specialist and considerably 
more at a dealership, but ignoring the 
signs is potentially a lot costlier. 

Like the engine, the seven-speed 
auto ’box is generally robust and reliable, 
provided it’s properly maintained. That 
means a fluid change at 40,000-mile 
intervals. Just check the changes are 
smooth, particularly downchanges. 



Suspension, 
steering, brakes 

All E63s have air suspension (though 
only at the rear on the later W212 model) 
and, while generally reliable. Oily says 
he occasionally finds leaking struts and 
inefficient compressors - if the pump is 
noisy or takes an age to lift the car from 
the lowest to the highest ride height, 
it’s probably on the way out. Because 
it’s a heavy car, front lower ball joints 
and suspension arms can wear out, 
so listen for any clonks over bumps on 
the test drive. Also check the discs and 
pads to make sure there’s plenty of life 
left in them (replacing a full set will cost 
around £2000!). 

Body, interior, 
electrics 

No corrosion issues as yet, so you’re 
checking for signs of accident repairs 
- inconsistent panel gaps, overspray, 
etc. Make sure any interior wear is 
commensurate with the recorded 
mileage and spend time checking that all 
the electronics are fully functioning, as 
any repairs or replacements are sure to 
be costly. Desirable options include front 
and rear parking sensors, the Comand 
infotainment system and the Harman 
Kardon hi-fi upgrade. 



1 : V8 generally robust. 2 : brakes pricey to 
refresh. 3 : check for smooth downshifts 
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What we said 



First drive, October 2006 

The new engine can’t match the angry, 
instant torque of the outgoing one. As a 
result the E63 feels slightly slower when 
you prod the throttle, but the pay-off 
is much crisper and more accurate 
response, a chassis that can exploit 
what’s on offer rather than simply try to 
stave-off the engine’s excesses, and a 
wonderful charge up to the red line. 

‘It may not have quite the reach of the 
MS’s VIO, but it’s still an eye-widening, 
buttock-clenching experience at full 
charge. And when the BMW is just 
beginning to climb its torque curve, the 
E63 is already thumping you in the chest. 

‘The seven-speed Speedshift ’box 
punches upshifts through with an 
almost DSG-like quality: downshifts are 
less successful, but you can smooth any 
shunt with a bit of heel-and-toeing - 
something that is very satisfying. 

‘Dynamically, the weak link is the 
steering, which is both too light and 
too slow to respond to small inputs. It 
makes the E63 feel a little reluctant to 
turn in and gives the impression there’s 
more understeer than there really is. 
Pushed hard, the E63 does start to drift 
wide, but in the main it’s very neat, and 
surprisingly agile.’ - evo 096 



Above: traction control can’t be fully deactivated, but it still allows the driver to play... 



Specification 

Mercedes-Benz 
E63AMG (W211) 

Engine V8,6208cc 

Max power 507bhp @ 6800rpm 

Max torque 4651b ft @ 5200rpm 

Transmission Seven-speed automatic, 

rear-wheel drive 

Weight 1765kg 

Power-to-weight 292bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 155mph (limited) 

Price new £66,545 (2006) 


Parts prices 

(Prices from prestigecarservice. 
co.uk. Tyre price from biackcircies. 
com. Aii prices inciude VAT but 
exciude fitting charges) 

Tyres (each) £156 front, £155 rear 
(Michelin Pilot Sport 3) 

Front pads (set) £230.40 
Front discs (pair) £1150.20 
Spring/damper unit £343.20 
Cat £1065.60 OS, £2539.20 NS 
Centre pipe/rear siiencer £831.60 OS, 
£978 NS 

Spark piugs (set) £84 
Air fiiter £35.32 


Servicing 

(Prices from prestigecarservice. 
co.uk, inciuding VAT) 


Above: if the E63 has an obvious weakness it’s the steering, which feels slow and light 


Every 10,000 miles, alternating minor and 
major services 


bought one’ James Jewiss 


‘I bought my 2006 E63 a year ago with 
54,000 miles on the clock and it’s now 
covered 74,000. It has the factory 
Performance Package, so it puts out 
550bhp and an extra 741b ft. It also has 
the optional carbon splitter, front spoiler 
and rear diffuser, and uprated brakes. 

‘My car is on 20-inch alloys - the 
second set, as potholes destroyed 
three of the wheels last year. On either 
of the Sport suspension settings the 


ride is unforgiving on anything but 
the smoothest tarmac. It’s probably 
happiest on the Autobahn! The 18s or 19s 
would offer a more comfortable ride. 

‘Rear tyres last around 5000-6000 
miles, the fronts at least twice that. 

The temptation to floor the throttle is 
immense, as is switching off the traction 
control in a deserted car park! 

‘The car has been absolutely reliable. 
I’ve found maintenance costs more 


reasonable than with a BMW M5. 
Economy? I’ll see 14mpg on a bad day but 
up to 25mpg on a motorway trip. 

‘I can drive it all day long in Comfort 
mode, or if the mood takes me it’s into 
Sport Plus, which lowers the car and 
stiffens everything up. The sprint to 
62mph has been GPS timed at 3.9sec 
and the car is delimited, so can hit 
198mph. I can’t think of another car that 
offers so much bang for the buck!’ 


The rivals 

BMW MS 

With a magnificent 5-litre 500bhp VIO 
engine, the E60 M5 (2004-10) is one of 
the great supersaloons. Yours from £15k. 

Audi RS6 

For top E63 AMG money (high £20ks) 
you’ll find the C6 RS6 (2008-10), with its 
extraordinary 572bhp 5-litre biturbo VIO. 

Jaguar XFSV8/XFR 

The rare (and really rather good) 410bhp 
SV8 can be had for £14k-18k. The more 
sporting 503bhp R starts at around £19k. 


Minor service (oil, filter, etc) £200 
Major service from £300, depending on 
schedule 


What to pay 

Early W211 E63s start at around £14k 
privately, but tread carefully. We’d 
recommend an inspection by a specialist 
to make sure no big bills lie in wait. 

James Jewiss’s car (‘I Bought One’), 
massively specced and clearly loved, is 
on pistonheads.com for just under £18k, 
which is the top end for an ’06/’07 car. An 
’08/early-’09 car with low to average miles 
and a full history is going to be low-to- 
mid £20ks, while W212 cars (summer ’09 
onwards) currently start at around £30k. 


Useful contacts 

□ mbclub.co.uk (forums, advice, events) 

□ benzworld.org (forums, advice, 
classifieds) 

□ mbworld.org (US forums, advice) 

□ mercedes-amg.com (official AMG 
community) 

□ prestigecarservice.co.uk (servicing, 
tuning, parts) 

□ classicandperformancecar.com (ads) 


In the classifieds 



2007 (07) saloon 


093,000 miles 
DSilver/black 
D Sports exhaust 
DComandnav system 
D darkpandacars.co.uk 




2007 (07) saloon 


073,000 miles 
OTenoriteGrey/black 
O Panoramic roof 
O Harman Kardon hi-fi 
Omoorelands.com 


£17,950 





2008 (08) estate 


027,000 miles 
O Obsidian Black/black 
O Demo plus one owner 
O Seven seats 
Oburford-carsales.co.uk 


£24,990 
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VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS 


The UK’s Premier LomborgWni Spedofist 





Lunbof^in Murcielago iPmA SV 
Cera™ Uw0l Fto Wkig 

1^ Spols 5.000 irite 2009 £Pm 


Ceramic Brakes Hl^ Level Rear Wing Small 
Dec^ option 4.000 mites 2009 EPOA 


Lanborghiii Diablo 

Magn®ium Wheels Jota Edition Unique Limited 
Edtion 21 ,875 mites 1 996 £FOA 




LMbOTQlM Di^ &0 Vf HruJ EcftkM 

Cato Rbfe Driving Zone* Carbon 
Cato Rtie 20iOQO mias,2^^ 


Pftini lrtartAw l HI 

Caftxf^ R3re i>Mng Zone Gear Eri^ 
Cerarr^Br^ 7,000 nries2GG9 £144^ 



Lamborghinj Gallank) 

Ocuitura Stitching Full Etectric Healed Seats 
Reverse Camera 13,000 miles 2008 £79,990 



LmtoghM GalltfdoVIOSpyder 

Ceramic Brakes Reverse Camera Egear 
26,000 miles 2007 £74^ 



LMboigtini MiMCietego in2 IJ’64(M Cei^ 
670 SV Bcxiy Upgadi OPE20 to Rxged 
TUB! Exhaust 5,000 mies 2006 £164^ 





Lmbor^t^i Mivdebpo LP640 

Titanto Han^ Aloys 


Uiiibotoii^ Mock waiTted 
Best prices paid 

Cdlection tto anywtwa n Europe 


Lento^(^lKk>V108pydBreGwHKH 
Uttir^ Geer. Reverae Camera C^islo A 
8.000 m»^ 2000 e^.990 



Lairtogtoi Murdstego LJ» 640 

Bkx^lour interior Ceramte Brakes Eg^ 
10,000 mites 2008 £149,990 



Lamborgtwi Murcielego VT Rciecistef 

CetoSatNav Ufttig Gear 

Ext^ 10900 nril^ 2005 £119(990 



Latorc^ Galanio V10 Spyder eGear 

Bade Ceisic Aloys, IJ^ fto Branctig 
QculueStldirig, 19iXX)rTriee,^^^^ 



Lanborahin Odterdo VIC Spvdtr Mmal 
Colour SatNav, 20 Inch Attoys, Reverse Camera, 
32,500 mites, 2006, £66,990 


BUYING OR SELUNG LAMBORGHINI AUTOMOBILE'S 


O 444 7782 220784 ^ 8ales®wsuk.co.uk ^ www.vvsulcco.uk 
(Viewing by appointment only) Address: WS UK Ltd Verralls Garage Cranbrook Common Kent TNI 7 2AF 
www.lamborghinibuyer.com Additional Websites: www.Justlamborghini.com 





www.bellandcotvill.co.uk 


enquiries(6)bellandcotvill.com 
01483 286483 • Epsom Road, West Horsley KT24 6DG 







Market Watch 


Knov\iedge 


Insights into the used car market 


Auctionwatch 


Auctionresidts 


A racing 911 and a pair of Ferrari 250s 
stood out in February’s auctions 




Anglia Car Auctions, 

RM Auctions, Paris, 

1964 Porsche 904 

February 31 

February 4 

Carrera GTS 

2000 Aston V12 Vantage 

1990 Ferrari F40 

c£1,058,000 

£19,530 

c£872,000 

1982 Lancia 037 Stradaie 

1995BMWM3(trackday 

1977 Lancia StratosHF 

(pictured) c£249,000 

car) 

Stradaie 

1992 Porsche 911 (964) 

£3780 

c£126,400 

Carrera RS 

1982 Ferrari 308 GTSi 

1969 De Tomaso 

c£150,000 

£53,550 

Mangusta 

Bonhams, Paris, 

1983 Ford Fiesta XR2 

c£124,500 

£9240 

2000 BMW Z8 

February 5 

1989 Mercedes 190E 2.5 

c£137,000 

2002 Mercedes ML55 

CosworthAuto 

1989 Porsche 911 

AMG 

£4200 

Speedster 

£5300 

1999 Porsche 911 C4 

c£132,800 

1997 Mercedes 500SL 

£11,130 

1989 Lamborghini 

£4200 

1998 Subaru impreza 

Countach25th 

1990 Fiat Xl/9 Gran 

WRX Prodrive 

Anniversary 

Finaie 

£3990 

c£245,000 

£3000 


Auction ccdendar 



RM AUCTIONS PUT on a good show at its Paris event on 
February 4, posting saies of ClQmiiiion (c£14m). The top seiier 
was a 1963 Ferrari 250 GT/L Lusso Beriinetta (pictured above 
ieft), which went for €1,624,000 (c£1.2m), whiie a further four 
cars aii passed the €lm mark. 

Ahead of the auction, evo’s Richard Meaden headed to the test track and 
had a drive of a rather speciai Porsche 911 that was entered in the saie. Buiit 
in 1969, this track-prepped 911 S (pictured top) has an interesting history 
behind it. One of six produced, it originaiiy ieft the factory with modifications 
intended for raiiying. First driven by Pauii Toivonen and Martti Coiari in 
the 1969 Acropoiis Raiiy in its originai 2-iitre form, it won the event by an 
impressive 1 minute and 32 seconds ahead of the second-piace car, proving 
this 91Ts effectiveness as a raiiy weapon. 

The car was then soid to its first private owner, the French racing driver 
Jean Ciaude Lagniez, who entered it in various French raiiies before seiiing it on 
to another racer, who decided to take it circuit racing. It was entered into the 
Le Mans 24 Fiours three times, and at each subsequent visit the car had a few 
more upgrades. At its f inai appearance in 1972 it was in the state of tune seen 
here today, with a 2.5-iitre fiat-six putting out around 275bhp. 

RM put an estimate of €l.lm-1.3m (c£815,000-964,000) on this speciai 911, 
but it faiied to seii on the day. Watch our video on YouTube.com/evo and you 
can find out why we’re surprised nobody put in a winning bid. 

Two days after the RM saie, French auction house Artcuriai captured the 
pubiic’s imagination with the incredibie ‘barn-find’ saie. The huge coiiection 
of highiy desirabie but negiected dassics soid for a totai of €25.1m (c£18.6m). 
The crown jewei in the saie was a Ferrari 250 GT SWB Caiifornia Spider (above 
right). Discovered in a garage, buried under piies of French car magazines for 
many years, the vaiuabie Ferrari soid for €16.3m (£12.1m). 

Matthew Hayward (@evoMatthew) 


March 7 

March 12 

March 19 

FlistoricsatBrooklands 

Bonhams 

DVCA 

Weybridge, UK 

Amelia Island, USA 

Dorchester, UK 

historics.co.uk 

bonhams.com 

dvca.co.uk 

March 7 

March 13 

March 21 

Anglia Car Auctions 

Gooding & Co 

Bonhams 

King’s Lynn, UK 

Amelia Island, USA 

Goodwood, UK 

angliacarauctions.co.uk 

goodingco.com 

bonhams.com 

March 10 

March 14 

Aprii 4 

Coys 

RM Auctions 

Anglia Car Auctions 

London, UK 

Amelia Island, USA 

King’s Lynn, UK 

coys.co.uk 

rmauctions.com 

angliacarauctions.co.uk 


Fantasygarage 

THE WORLD'S GREATEST CARS FOR SALE... 

Three eye-catching SUVs for a notional £185,000. 

All can be found in the classifieds at dassicandperfornnancecar.conn 



Mercedes-Benz 

280GE 

£13,000 

This orange exannple 
of the go-any where 
G-wagen dates from 1985 
andhastheuber-thirsty 
petrol engine. 



Jeep Wrangler 

CJ300 

£34,994 

Finished in black, this 
as-new Jeep has had the 
Kahn treatment inside 
and out but remains 
mechanically stock. 



Startech Range 
Rover Sport 
£134,850 

New Rangie Sport not 
big enough for you? This 
wide-body conversion 
from Germany’s Startech 
should do the trick... 
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Telephone: 

01727 790 100 


Email Us: 

sales@rtecshop.com 
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The Ultimate Vehicle Customising Superstore 





PREMIUM TYRES AT WHOLESALE PRICES 




thegold-wappet' 


w¥m,rt9cshop.com — 


THE STORE -ST ALBANS STATE-OF-THE-ART WORKSHOP 3000+ WHEELS IN STOCK! 5000 BRANDED & BUDGET TYRES 


Featuring Huge Showroom, Cappuccino Coffee Bar, Relax Area Featuring 8 ramps, laser wheel alignment, custom made exhausts. 


Huge stocks of wheels and modifying products in store 


Falken, Bridgestone, Pirelli, Michelin, Kumho, Yokohama, Goodyear, 


& Experienced Helpful Staff 


touch-less tyre machines 


and online at: www.rtecshop.com 


Continental, Hankook & more... 



;'<jSC0RPNM 


FULL SYSTEM / CAT-BACK EXHAUSTS BRAKE UPGRADES & CALIPER PAINT ENGINE UPGRADES & REMAPS 


Performance Exhausts by Quicksilver, Scorpion and Milltek. 
Plus custom-made Reflex exhausts 


EBC Disks & Pads, Brembo Brake Upgrades, E-Tech Caliper Paint, 
Drilled and Grooved Disks. Painting Service in store. 


Air Filters, Induction Kits, Intercoolers, ECU Remaps, Bluefin, 
Revo, Alientech. Dump Valves, 


SUSPENSION KITS D COILOVERS 

Springs, Coilovers, Shock Absorber Upgrades, 
Bushes, PI, HSR, Eibach, KW, TEIN, Weitec, AP and more... 



Bodykits and Styling from Industry 
leading tuners across the globe 


SPACING + CAMBER ADJUSTMENTS 

Improve your vehicle stance with wheel spacers, 
alignment, geonKHry, camber adjustments & more. 


WINDOW TINTING S CAR WRAPPING 

Choose from 4 film-shades & an array of Vinyl wraps and textures 
including Carbon Fibre, Gold, Matt, Gloss, Chrome & more... 


STYLING & BODYKITS 

Cosmetic exterior upgrades - Spoilers & Bodykits 
Revere, Hamann, Prior Design, Lumma, Caractere... 


CUSTOM INTERIORS 

Full seating and dashboard re-upholstering including 
roof linings, seat belts, and wood / carbon panels 



H.I.D. / XENON LIGHT UPGRADES 

Headlights, Bulb Upgrades, Rear Lights, DRL Lights + more 


Visit our wheei website to view our wheei seiection. www.rtecaiioywheeis.co.uk 

3000 Wheels in Stodc ready for fitting or delivery! 


REVERE LONDON, UK DEALER 

British Luxury Tuner & Exquisite Accessories 


R-Tec Auto Design, Lyon Way, (off Hatfield Road), St Albans, AL4 OQU | Store Open Hours: Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 


□ 
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Order Online From 

Telephone: 

Email Us: 

Find us on Facebook: 

YouTube: 

Instagram: 

Twitter: 

www.rtecshop.com 

01727 790 100 

sales@rtecshop.com 

Search: “R-Tec” 

/RtecAutoDesign 

rtecautodesign 

©rtecautodesign 










showroom TUning 


[ygi Mud or Snow? 

l We‘ve got it covered 

|T]i H ^rder spedalisis at roofboss . co.uM/mx 



Keep moving (.his winter 
with4utdSodi. CAT mow lOcKi 
or Mif^l and Sptk« Sphicf 
mow clutTK. Also rod bart, roof 
bor«. racifS *nd nwr. 


Protect your intenor 
with tar ipAifk boot and; 
nut,! ind A wid* niif# of uit 
cov«n kieltidint wilatorwl'^ 
dwrrpsWh and l«trw. 


www.roofbox.co.uk/ aex 



All the Crash^Uher* range have Night Vision as standar^with up to 16 
Night Vision leirses. 


nda nLw ith 




■ -vi V 


As seen on 



n voy iAninr 


^^crashcMcherco.uk 


Don^ be o t/fctfiw, g<tft of tfig so/t#lfew 




Cold Hands? 
Hand Pain? 
Big Tank? 


LAUNCH OFFER 50% OFF 

Quote EVO 50 at checkout | Normal retail price £ 9.99 + PB^? 


nump 

t^P<3L. 

Refuel the easy way 


Buy at www.pumppal.co.uk 



The ultimate 
car and 


sales@ppcgb.com www.ppcgb.com acebook.com/PPCGB 


centre 


ALLOY WHEELS & TYRES 
SPORTS EXHAUST 
PERFORMANCE BRAKES 
TUNING & REMAPS 
BODY STYLING 
LED LIGHTS AND LAMPS 
INDUCTION KITS 
SUSPENSION UPGRADES 

SERVICING & DIAGNOSTICS 
M.O.T. 


off ptrformam^ 

A X; yii ^ <^«y 

txhaust 


PRESTIGE 

PERFORMANCE 

Essex 0045 1630 130 Crawley 0645 5644 576 Scotland 0845 8694 982 Newcastle 0845 4212 960 CENTRE 
Milton Keynes 084 S 2876 67 a Southampton 084 S 322 8769 Eastbourne 084 S i 633 722 GB • 
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Tried & Tested 


Knovxiedge 


The best motoring products, put through their paces by the evo team 



UNILITE PROSAFE LED INSPECTION LIGHT 
£49.95 torchdirect.co.uk 


Working on a car in a dinnly lit workshop 
can be a nightnnare. Dropped bolts, 
difficult to reach parts and annoying 
shadows: they can all nnake late nights 
underthe bonnet incredibly tiresonne. 

Unilite’s Prosafe LED Inspection Light 
has been designed with those dinnly 
lit situations in nnind. With 750 lunnens 
of brightness - equivalent to 1 nnillion 
candles - it’s far nnore than just an extra 
bright torch. 

Using high-powered 10-watt LEDs 
and featuring a reflective body for 
added visibility, the light can illunninate 
objects as far as 20 nnetres away. Rather 
than scattering its light across an entire 
roonn, the tube’s reflective backing helps 
keep light focused, ensuring none is 
wasted in brightening those otherwise 
invisible areas. 

Despite its power it weighs just 850g, 


and its substantial 420 x 49nnnn size is 
industry standard for inspection lights. 

It connes connplete with a 230V nnains 
power plug with a five nnetre cable, 
and does without an on/off switch, 
instead working as soon as the power’s 
connected. 

Other useful features include its 
rubberised body and a rotating nylon 
hook, innproving its chances of surviving 
workshop knocks and enabling it to be 
hungfronnalnnost anything. 

Using the LED light back to back with 
conventional fluorescent lights, the 
difference is significant. At alnnost £50 
it’s far fronn cheap, but it’s a sizeable 
itenn and as a long-lasting, durable 
source of illunnination, it’s perfect for the 
job. And if all else fails, it doubles up as 
alightsabre. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 


AUTO FINESSE ILLUSION SHOW CAR WAX 



£74.95 autofinesse.co.uk 

An owner’s choice of car detailing 
product is often a very personal thing - 
ridiculously so. Alnnost all evidence that 
pushes or pulls us towards a particular 
brand and influences our decision- 
nnaking is anecdotal, too, so often the 
only way to settle on a favourite is trial 
and error. 

Happily, this latest arrival hits the 
spot right away. ‘Illusion’ sits towards 
the top of Auto Finesse’s seven-strong 
range of waxes and clainns to have red 
paintwork ‘glowing like a nnolten pool of 
lava’ and nnetallic flakes ‘sparkling like 
diannondsinthesun'. 

I can’t vouch for fornner, but I doubt 
the Innperial Blue coat on nny Focus RS 
has ever shone with the sanne deep 
lustre before. It really does look superb, 
and the last car to which I applied 
Illusion - a black Lancia Integrale - is still 
nnerely a quick wash away fronn gleanning 
devilishly six weeks later. Water beading 
is also fairly spectacular, although 


Illusion isn’t unique in this respect. 

Alnnost half of the 200nnl tub is top- 
grade carnauba wax, which is a higher 
proportion than Swissvax’s popular 
Mirage polish (£115) and helps justify 
Auto Finesse’s significant asking price. 
Thestrawberry-liquorice-blended-with- 
shoe-polish scent is sickly sweet (and 
oddly addictive), but the real attraction 
of Illusion is how astonishingly easily it 
goes on and buffs cleanly off. There’s an 
oily quality to it that nneans a little goes 
a long way and after two coats - which 
took just 40 nninutes, half of which was 
waiting tinne - the glint on nny car was as 
luscious as the wax’s scent. 

Wax isn’t the only thing Auto Finesse 
supplies, and its all-in-one ‘Tripple’ 
polish (£7.95) also works extrennely 
well as an alternative to sonnething like 
Autoglynn’s Super Resin Polish, going 
on and off effortlessly and leaving a 
properly glossy finish. 

Richard Lane (@_rlane_) 


NEXTBASE INCARCAM 101 
£49.00 halfords.com 

Type ‘Russian dash-cann’ into YouTube, 
and you’ll quickly realise how nnany 
accidents are caught on cannera in 
Eastern Europe. While they appear to 
create little more than internet crash 
compilations, they can actually be useful 
evidence to help prove innocence. 

Nextbase’s dinky InCarCam 101 is 
amongst the smallest cameras on sale. 
It’s light - about half the weight of an 
iPhone - but still features a two-inch 
display. The fisheye lens is able to record 
a wide-angled 120 degrees, enabling full 
coverage of the nose of the car in full 
720P HD quality. It comes hooked to a 
suction mount, and attaches to either a 
USB or 12-24V cigarette charger. 

It’s simple to use, too: in the case 
of an accident, the camera, which has 
to be manually switched on, can be 


commanded to remember the latest 
journey with a simple click of a button. 
This recording can then be downloaded 
to your computer via a mini-SD card 
(which unfortunately doesn’t come 
supplied). 

If the camera is to be a permanent 
feature in your car, the requirement to 
run a wire to either a USB port or the 
cigarette charger can prove annoying. 
We’d therefore recommend running a 
live extension to wire into the battery. 

Though road accidents are 
fortunately less common this side of the 
European continent, running a dash- 
cam could undoubtedly prove useful if 
your luck runs out. If you’re in the market 
for a camera, Nextbase’s 101 certainly 
deserves a place on your shortlist. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 
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showroom Products 



0044-208-941 -351 0. 141 , Molesey Avenue. West Molesey, Surrey. KT3 2RY. UK 


www.rTiototechnique.com 

The Exotic Sports Car Service Repair Specialist. 

In House fadlilies tor 

Mechanical rebuilds, Servicing, Chassis repairs.Crash repairs 
Carbon Fibre repairs, Restoration. Paintiwork, Interior trim. 



PRODUCT 

Of THE YEAR 


2013 


HKGRV naeATORNOTTHtAUOn 

Telephone; 08450 707078 


Protect your wheels 
from kerb damage ^ 


MIRA 


UovCato 



www.watches.co.uk 

where time meets passion 


SwisswWatch 

COMPANY 


We speciause m the 
acquisition and sale of 
high quality Swiss watches 
both modern and vintage, 
un-wom and pre-owned. 


Free Watcb Valuation On-line 
INSTANT CASH PAID 


by appointment only: 


+44 (0)20 8994 4567 


474a Chiswick High Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5TT 


Rolex • Panerai • TagHeuer * Audemars Piguet * Omega * Bieitlmg • Zenith » IWC ■ Jaeger Le Coultie 
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Trips & Travel 


Knovxiedge 


The best destinations to visit in your car 



Great drives: Sella Massif, Dolq^tes 

• Start point: 46.552521, 11. 874229, *^244, Corvafain Badia, South Tyrol, Italy 
The roads: SS244, SR48, $S242 , S&24 3 Perfect for: Abarth 695 Biposto, Ferrari F12 



QUIZ QUESTION: WHAT were the Dolomites called 
before the 19th century? No? They were called The Pale 
Mountains’ Of, in itaiian, Monti Paiiidi. There’s a fairytaie 
about how they got their paie hue. Suffice it to say it 
invoives a prince, a trip to the moon and some dwarves. 

Anyway, nestied amongst the distinctive carbonate rock of the 
Doiomites are some incredibie driving roads. You couid choose any 
number of routes, but a good piace to start is the tarmac encirciing the 
Seiia massif, i’ve oniy driven the ioop once, on the Ferrari FF iaunch, but i’ve 
aiso cycied some of it and evo went to the Gardena and Seiia passes in 
evo 082 when we took a Carrera GT, a Zonda F and an F430 up there. 

Starting in Corvara and heading south, you dive straight into the tightiy 
packed hairpins of the Passo Campoiongo, which have a ski iift running 
overhead. This ieads you to Arabba, where you head west for the Passo 
Pordoi. The road isn’t quite wide enough for a white iine down the middie, 
but it doesn’t feei too cramped either. The highest mountain in the region 
is the Piz Boe, which rises to 3152m. However, from the Pordoi pass you 
can take a f unicuiar to the top of the 2950m Sasso Pordoi. 

Where the Campoiongo and Pordoi seem to wend their way through 
reiativeiy open pastures, the Seiia pass is tucked up right underneath the 
towering edifices of the mountains (the Seiia Towers) and has a more 
impressive feei as a resuit. The Gardena pass is arguabiy the prettiest 
of the iot (aithough they’re aii stunning) and forms the iast stretch back 
to the start in Corvara. At just 32.5 miies it 
might not sound iike a very iong ioop, but the 
road never seems to run straight or fiat so 
you’re constantiy busy. Add in the reientiessiy 
changing but aiways mesmerising views of the 
South Tyroi and it’s an absoiute gem. 

Henry Catchpole 

Features editor 



lUIl The route 



9 Start/finish 

Distance: 32.5 miles Time: 1 hour 

Where to stay 

The last time I went to the Dolomites, I stayed 
just north of Corvara in Badia. The hotel was 
the Melodia del Bosco, which was modern, 
clean, comfortable and generally punched 
well above its three-star rating. If you want to 
be on the road itself, you could try the Flotel 
Passo Pordoi or the Flotel Cir, both of which 
boast stunning views. 

Watch out for 

During winter and spring, snow obviously turns 
the mountains a whiter shade of pale and 
some of the roads become impassable. There 
are also two days a year (generally in June and 
September) when the loop is closed to cars 
and besieged by cyclists. There are plenty 
of other wonderful roads to explore in the 
Dolomites: I’d head for the Passo Giau. 


For more driving destinations, visit: 

evo.co.uk/track-and-travel 


Reader road trip 

Scandinavian deiights 

Rather than taking the usual pilgrimage down 
to the Alps in my Porsche 968 CS, last year I 
decided to take the long trek north, up into 
Scandinavia. Driving across mainland Europe 
is always a joy, and Denmark and Sweden were 
quickly crossed using the rather impressive 
bridges that link them. 

Once in Norway, twisty roads appeared 
almost immediately, but the really fun roads 
were yet to come. 

As I started heading north along the 
country’s west coast, the scenery and roads 
became ever more spectacular. I found that 
not only are Norway’s fjords jaw-droppingly 



beautiful, but they are also usually surrounded 
by pristine, empty mountain roads. Did I 
mention the weather was good as well? 

Flighlights of the trip were taking the early 
ferry to Songesand before getting dropped 
off at a completely deserted 30-mile ribbon of 
bumpy tarmac that ebbed and flowed through 
a pure, unspoilt wilderness. 

We stopped for lunch along the Fv520, 
admiring the Roldalsvatnet Lake and the 
surrounding snow-capped mountains. 

The road leading up to the Geirangerfjord 
is also magic. Fast, smooth and requiring a 
committed driver, it’s just the kind of road my 
968 CS thrives on. 

As the trip came to an end, things seemed 
to be going unerringly well - too well, in fact. 

On the way back home, about 3 miles from the 
ferry port, my 968 suffered its first breakdown 
in the nine years I’ve owned it. Thankfully the 
Dutch breakdown service quickly had my 
clutch hose repaired. It did, however, seem 
that after driving nearly 4000 miles, the 968 
was protesting about having to go back to 
the UK after having had such a good time in 
Scandinavia! 

Marvin Keeble 

Email your story to henryc@evo.co.uk 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★ Tepid ★★★ Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Database 


□ = new entry this month. * = grey import. Entries in italics are for cars no longer on sale. Issue no. is for our most 
recent major test of the car (D = Driven, R = Road test or group test, F = Feature). Call 0844 844 0039 to order a back 
issue. Price is on-the-road including VAT and delivery charges. Engine is the car’s main motor only - additional hybrid 
tech isn’t shown. Weight is the car’s kerb weight as quoted by the manufacturt-r. bhp/ton is the power-to-weight ratio based on 
manufacturer’s kerb weight. 0-60mph and O-lOOmph figures in bold are independently recorded, all other performance figures 
are manufacturers’ claims. C02 g/km is the official EC figure and EC mpg is the official ‘Combined’ figure or equivalent. 


Knovxiedge 


Superminis /Hot Hatches 



Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Maxmph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Abarth 595 Competizione 

196 D 

£18,960 

4/1368 

158/5500 

170/3000 

1035kg 

155 

7.4 

- 

130 

155 

43.5 

+ Spirited engine, still looks great - Favours fun over finesse 


Abarth 695 Biposto 

205 R 

£32,990 

4/1369 

187/5500 

184/3000 

997kg 

191 

5.9 

- 

143 

- 

- 

+ Engineered like a true Abarth product - Desirable extras make this a £50k city car 

irkirkk; 

Alfa Romeo Mito Cloverleaf 

149 R 

£18,870 

4/1368 

168/5500 

184/2500 

1145kg 

149 

7.5 

- 

136 

139 

47.1 

+ Great MultiAir engine, impressive ride - Not as feisty as we hoped 

irirHrk 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV 

199 D 

£28,120 

4nm 

237/5750 

251/2000 

1320kg 

182 

6.0 

- 

151 

162 

40.3 

+ Still looks good, and now it’s got the 4C’s engine - Pricw, and it has more rewarding rivals irkir>rk 

ATa Rom^o Giulietta Cloverleaf 

7<4D 

10-14 

4/7742 

232/5500 

251/1900 

irotg 

179 

6.8 


150 

7T7 

3T.2 

+ Shows signs of deep taier^... - ...but should be iTJOre exciting 

irkirkir 

AlfaRofTKo^ilGTA 

te/R 

m-06 

6/3179 

:4r/b200 

221/4800 

1360kg 

165 

AO 

75.5 

153 

- 

233 

+ Vkl Focus RS pace withouttt^ehiitdonics -Slightly nose-heavy 

kkkkit 

Audi SI 

203 R 

£24,900 

4/1984 

228/6000 

273/1600 

1315kg 

176 

5.8 

- 

155 

162 

40.4 

+ Compliant and engaging chassis; quick, too - Looks dull without options 

irkicHf 

Audi A1 quattro 

t&lR 


4/1984 

253/6000 

258/2SC0 

1420kg 

!91 

57 


152 

m 

32.8 

+ Polished 253bhpjt;-wheel-dBveAl- Just lOtorUK, Ponche Cayman pdce 

kkkkir 

Audi S3 

188 R 

£30,640 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1395kg 

216 

5.4 

12.5 

155 

162 

40.4 

+ Lots of grip and one of the best-sounding four-pot turbos - Still a little too clinical 

irkirkk; 

Audi S3 

t06R 

m V 

4/1984 

:e>/6ooo 

258/25G0 

1455kg 

163 

5.6 

13.6 

J55 

198 

33.2 

+ Very fast, veryeffect^e, very... eft, quqnty-A 'TPe too finical 

irkirkk: 

Audi R53 Sportback 

}$6R 

11.12 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

1575kg 

216 

^5 


155 

212 

310 

+AbevB, with added Pve-pot character -Again, seeabae... 

irkirkk 

BMW 1251 M Sport 

176 D 

£26,020 

4/1997 

218/5000 

228/1350 

1420kg 

156 

6.4 

- 

155 

154 

42.8 

+ Performance, price, running costs - Dull four-pot soundtrack 

irkirkk' 

BMWM135i 

195 R 

£30,835 

6/2979 

316/5800 

332/1300 

1425kg 

225 

4.8 

12.9 

155 

188 

35.3 ■ 

+ Powertrain, noise, chassis, price - M235i looks nicer, and has an LSD on its options list 

irkirkiz 

BMW:X'iMSpr:!rt 

W6R 

’05-10 

6/2996 

2m650 

232/2750 

1450kg 

1B3 

A7 

15.3 

155 

- 

34.0 

+ Fanti she engine - Suspense ncdn still get a kWe boingy 

irkirkk; 

Citroen Cl/Peugeot 107/Toyota Aygo 

126 R 

£8095+ 

3/998 

68/6000 

68/3600 

790kg 

87 

14.2 

- 

98 

103 

61.4 

+ Full of character and insurance-friendly - Insurance friendly power 

irkirkit 

Citroen Saxo r'TS 

c:oR 

W03 

4/1587 

120/6600 

707/5200 

935kg 

130 

16 

22.6 

127 

- 

34.9 

+ Chi/Tky chuckable char^r- C^n catth out the unwary 

irkirkir 

Citroen AX GT 

195 R 


4/1360 

85/6400 

86/4000 

722Kg 

720 

9.2 

- 

110 

- 

- 

+ Makes terrific use of 85bhp- FeelsakefTsm^Jefrompspir 

irkirkk; 

Citroen DS3 1.6 THP 

142 R 

£17,475 

4/1598 

154/6000 

177/1400 

1240kg 

126 

7.2 

- 

133 

155 

42.2 

+ A proper French hot hatch - Petrolheads might find it too ‘designed’ 

irkirkiz 

Citroen DS3 RaC'^'g 

153 D 

•r,r V 

4/1598 

204/6000 

203/2000 

7240kg 

h7 

65 

- 

146 

149 

- 

+ Fastc,', f&it'er versf^n of above - \'0t as hardcore as (ts ‘Racing’ Ug suggests 

irkirkk; 

nat Panda lOOHR 

?32R 

’06- 1] 

4/1368 

99/6000 

97/4250 

97%g 

703 

25 


25 

754 

43.5 

+ Most tunper pound on the market- Optional FSP can't be turned off 

kkkkir 

Fiat PuntoEvo Sporting 

141 D 

£13,355 

4/1368 

133/5000 

152/1750 

1155kg 

117 

8.5 

- 

127 

129 

50.4 

+ Great engine, smart styling - Dynamics don’t live up to the Evo name 

irkirkk; 

Ford Fiesta ST 

196 D 

£17,250 

4/1596 

179/5700 

214/1500 

1088kg 

167 

7.4 

18.4 

137 

138 

47.9 

+ Chassis, price, punchy performance - Not as powerful as key rivals 

irkirkir 

Ford Fiesta ST Mountune 

195 R 

£17,894 

4/1596 

212/6000 

■ 236/2750 ■■ 

1088kg 

198 

6.6 

- 

140 

138 

- 

+ One of the best mid-sized hatches made even better - Badge snobbery 

kkkkk 

FordRestaZetecS 

1230 

’OB ‘13 

4/1596 

118/6000 

112/4050 

1045kg 

115 

99 


120 

134 

4G.7 

+ Genuinely entertaining supermini - Grown up compared to Twingo/Swift 

irkirkk; 

FordRKTa ZerecS Mountune 

WR 

’OB 13 

4/1596 

138/6750 

125/4250 

1080kg 

130 

T9 

- 

120 

134 

48.7 

+Asabokie, with a fant3Strc2i:y loud exhaust... - Ifyoure ByeJrsold 

irkirkiz 

FordRe^taST 

QT5D 

’05^08 

4/1999 

148/6000 

140/4500 

1137kg 

132 

T9 

- 

129 

- 

38.2 

+ t looks, decent brakes - Disappo-ppng chassis, less engine 

irkirkk; 

Ford!^ta ST'SS Mountune 

mp 

08 

4/1999 

185/6700 

W/3500 

1137kg 

165 

69 


V9 

- 

- 

+ Fits' a ST gets the power it always needed -OlT exnotiStnote 

irkirkiz 

□ Ford Focus ST TDCi Estate 

206 D 

£23,295 

4/1997 

182/3500 

295/2000 

1488kg 

124 

8.3 

- 

135 

110 

67.3 

+ Performance not sacrificed at the alter of economy - Interior design still jars slightly 

irkirkiz 

Ford Focus ST 

188 R 

£21,995 

4/1999 

247/5500 

265/1750 

1362kg 

184 

6.5 

16.8 

154 

169 

- 

+ All-round cracking hot hatch. Good value, too - There’s a bit of torque-steer 

irkirkiz 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

187 D 

£23,220 

4/1999 

271/5500 

295/2750 

1362kg 

202 

5.7 

■ 

154+ 

169 

• 

+ Great value upgrade - Steering still not as feelsome as that of some rivals 

kkkkir 

Ford Focus ST 

ngp 

’05 W 

5/2522 

222/6000 

236/1600 

1392kg 

162 

A7 

16.8 

150 

224 

3C.4 

+ Value, piyformafKe, integnjy - Bg engine compromises handing 

irkirkk; 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

137R 

’OS-Tl 

5/2522 

256/5500 

295/2500 

1392kg 

1S7 

5.8 

14.3 

155 

.124 

- 

+ ST takes extra power in fts slrlde - Youprob3Slystill want an RS 

kkkkir 

Ford Focus RS (MC) 

1P5R 

’09 -H 

5/2522 

300/6500 

324/2300 

1467kg 

208 

59 

14.2 

163 

225 

'30.5 

+ Lfi^efxnformance, highly capjO-’e 'P'WD chjssis - ^y control is occayonoJy clumsy 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus RS500 

miR 

70-1/ 

5/2522 

345/6000 

339/2500 

1467kg 

239 

5.6 

12.7 

165 

225 

- 

+ Wrepower^nd presence than regular RS-Pdeey 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus RS (Mi(t) 

mp 

■02-’03 

4/1998 

212/5500 

229/3500 

1278kg 

169 

5.9 

14.9 

144 

- 

- 

+ Some ji'egrtJt - Some J'e awful (so make sure pu (fme plenty) 

irkirkiz 

Ford Escort RS Cosworth 

t57R 

’92-’96 

4/1993 

224/6250 

224/3500 

1275kg 

179 

62 


137 

- 

- 

+ The \jiUmate Essex ftot hatch- Unmeadied ones a^e rare, sodf^ttlngpdoey... 

irkirkk; 

Ford Puma W 

095 R 

'97-02 

4/1679 

123/6300 

116/4500 

1041kg 

720 

S.6 

27.6 

122 

- 

38.2 

+ Everything- Nothing. The Hiswo^thafooktoo 

irkirkiz 

Ford Raang Puma 

' ^'tZSR ' 

’OO-Vl 

4/1679 

153/7000 

nin^O 

llMg " 

132 

■ T.8 

23.2 

137 

- 

3i.7 

+ Exclusivity- The standard Pumathies it so m}ll 

irkirkk; 

Flodda CMC Type R 

102 R 

orv 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

1267kg 

7S8 

6.8 

17.5 

146 

215 

370 

+ Lopksgrent, VTEC more accessible -Steer^^gi^cks feel, IneN balsnce 

irkirkk- 

Flo'TXia Ovic Type R Champ ship White 

126 D 

’09- 10 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

1267kg 

158 

66 

- 

146 

- 

310 

+ lI7Med-slipO,7fa we'nome addition - fl’snotavaila&e on standard car... 

irkirkiz 

Fio^da C^Vi'c Type R Mugen 

195 R 

’09 11 

4/1998 

237/8300 

157/6250 

1233kg 

195 

59 


155 

- 

- 

+ Fantiishc on roadqndfrjek - There’s only 20, jnd they're a tjdprltey... 

kkkkk 

FloPda CMC Type R 

0?5R 

0105 

4/1998 

197/7400 

145/5900 

1204kg 

166 

6.8 

16.9 

U6 

- 

31 7 

+ Poteotnod great va'ue - Looks mide opinion, ou ft steering 

kkkkk- 

Kia Proceed GT 

186 D 

£19,995 

4/1591 

201/6000 

195/1750 

1448kg 

143 

7.4 

- 

143 

171 

38.2 

+ Good chassis, appealing price - Thrashy engine 

irkirkk; 

Lancia Set a Integrale 

194 R 

’8E--93 

4/1995 

207/5750 

220/3500 

BODKg 

162 

57 


137 

- 

.?J9 

+ of the Vnest cars ever built- Demands lo¥e, L W only 

kkkkk 

Mazda 2 1.5 Sport 

132 R 

£13,495 

4/1498 

102/6000 

101/4000 

1030kg 

107 

10.4 

- 

117 

135 

48.7 

+ Fun and funky - Feels tinny aftera Mini 

irkirkk- 

Ma?da3MPS 

137R 

’06 13 

4/2261 

256/5500 

280/3000 

1385kg 

768 

6.3 

14.5 

155 

224 

29.4 

+ Qafck, eager and very good vafue - The steeripg’s Pfy 

irkirkk; 

Mercedes-Benz A250 ‘by AMG’ 

173 D 

£29,355 

4/1991 

208/5500 

258/1200 

1370kg 

154 

6.5 

- 

149 

148 

46.3 

+ Mercedes builds a proper hot hatch - But denies it a manual gearbox 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz A45 AMG 

194 R 

£37,845 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1480kg 

244 

4.3 

10.6 

155 

161 

40.9 

+ Blisteringly quick everywhere - Not as rewarding as some slower rivals 

irkirkif 

MG3 Style 

190 D 

£9999 

4/1498 

104/6000 

101/4750 

1155kg 

91 

10.4 

- 

108 

136 

48.7 

+ Decent chassis, performance and price - Thrashy engine, cheap cabin 

irkirkiz 

MG WfjTo 01^4 Clubman 

WIR 

’84 - B 7 

6/2991 

250/7000 

225/6500 

1000kg 

254 

i5 


140 

- 

- 

+ The most extreme not hatch ever -Engine noise, heat S 02 K, fiverr^g 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper (F56) 

194 D 

£15,300 

3/1499 

134/4500 

162/1250 

1085kg 

125 

7.9 

- 

130 

105 

62.8 

+ Punchythree-cylinder engine, good chassis -Tubby styling 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper S(F56) 

196 D 

£18,665 

4/1998 

189/4700 

206/1250 

1160kg 

166 

6.8 

- 

146 

133 

49.6 

+ Still has that Mini DNA - Expensive with options; naff dash displays 

irkirkiz 

Mini Cooper SD 5-door (F56) 

204 D 

£20,050 

4/1995 

168/4000 

265/1500 

1230kg 

139 

7.4 

- 

140 

109 

68.9 

+ Driving experience very close to the three-door car - The three-door looks better 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works Coupe (R58) 

164 R 

£23,805 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

1175kg 

180 

6.3 

- 

149 

165 

39.8 

+ The usual raucous Mini JCW experience - But with a questionable ‘helmet’ roof.. 

irkirkiz 

Mni Cooper (R^) 

JS5F 

’0^-14 

4/1598 

120/6000 

118/4250 

1075kg 

113 

91 


126 

U7 

S2.3 

+ Drillimt ^rde^nd composure; coifd be 3il the ktni pu need - You II still txiy the 5 ’ 

irkirkk; 

iMw/ Coopers (R3*j) 

i^R 

’06 14 

4/1598 

" 181/5500 

177/1600 ^ 

' 1140kg 

Fjl 

T.O 

- 

142 ' 

136 

^6.7 

+ Newengi,'^, krfhi quoi'ty - Front end riot ^'Pe as direct as me oldest s 

kkkkk 

^fni Cooper SD (R56) 

158 D 

11-74 

4/1995 

141/4000 

225/mo 

mokg 

125 

SO 


134 

174 

65.7 

+ A quick diesel Mini with impressNe mpg - But no Cooper S alternsPi e 

kkkirk 

hUniJohn Cooper Wa*s (R56) 

134 R 

’03 14 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

1160kg 

182 

7.2 

te.7 

148 

765 

39.8 

+ A seriously rapid M'^i - Occas'onq'lyfusta rrjffe urrply 

kkkkk 

^finiJohn Cooper Waks CP (R^<6) 

195 R 

13.14 

4/1598 

215/6000 

206/2000 

1160kg 

m 

63 


150 

765 

V.8 

+ Brazenly hyperactive - fao much tor some rosds^nd some tastes 

kkkkk 

iftni Cooper S(R%) 

077R 

V2-’06 

4/1598 

168/6000 

155/4000 

1140kg 

143 

7,8 

19.9 

135 

- 

33.6 

+ Strongpefformaryce, qu3"Tyfeel- Over-<'onggeadng 

irkirkk 

Coopers Wodis CP (RiO) 

mp 

■06 

4/1598 

215/7100 

184/4600 

1090kg 

'200 

65 


149 

- 

32.8 

+ Storming engine, ag’rqy- Tac'ky styling enhancements’ 

kkkkk 

Nissan Juke Nismo 

184 R 

£20,495 

4/1618 

197/6000 

184/2400 

1306kg 

153 

7.7 

19.5 

134 

159 

40.9 

+ More than the sum of its parts - Not enough to add up to a pukka hot hatch 

irkirkk 

Peugeot ^D6R3Tye (Senes 2) 


V?’98 

4/1587 

103/a^aO 

97/3500 

865kg 

121 

8.8 


121 

- 

34.0 

+ Bargain no-frills thrills- Not as much Pzz as original 13 

kkkkk 



Official fuel consumption for the \tolvo V40 T2 R-Design (manual) in MPG (1/IOOkm): Urban 41.5 C&8), Extra Urban 625 (4.5>» Combined 535 (5.3). COa Emissbns 124g/km. 
MPG figures ere obtairved from laboratory testing intended for comparisons betweeri vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Volkswagen Golf R. A flagship Golf to get really excited about, 
the new R offers immense pace and a truly engaging driving 
experience in a compromise-free package with class and quality 
aplenty. Cake both possessed and consumed. 



Best of the Rest 

BMW’s M135i is an enticing rear-drive alternative to the Golf R, 
although the Megane 265/275 pips both for absolute tactility 
and involvement. The Fiesta ST (left), meanwhile, is the default 
affordable hot hatch choice. We’d have ours Mountuned. 


Superminis /Hot Hatches 


Car 

Issue no 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpn 

Ibft/rpr 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

Q. 

E 

0 

«o 

6 

E 

0 

0 

6 

MaxmpI 

t 

(N 

8 

ECmpg 

eVO rating 


Peug^t J06 ffjfiye (Se.fes l) 

095 R 

94 96 

4/1294 

100/7200 

50/54^0 

8^g 

123 


- 

118 

- 

356 

+ FrsrrRc. thrashyfpn - Ne^s caning to exOJCt f\jll potenb.31 

★★★★★ 

PeugC^t'06GTU6v 

034 R 

'9rG4 

4/1587 

120/6600 

107/5200 

950kg 


7.4 

22.2 

127 

- 

34.9 

+ Rne hand-2Agsuperm!Ai- LoOks Ts4^e 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 208 GTi 

184 R 

£18,895 

4/1598 

197/5800 

203/1700 

1160kg 

173 

6.8 

17.9 

143 

125 

47.9 

+ Agile chassis works well on tough roads - Could be more involving 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 208 GTi 30th Anniversary 

205 D 

£21,995 

4/1598 

205/5800 

221/1700 

1185kg 

176 

6.5 


143 

125 

47.9 

+ The most aggressive small hatch on sale - More expensive than a Fiesta ST 

★★★★★ 

Peugf}itt.'^05GTn9 

J95R 

m-'91 

4/1905 

130/6000 

U9/4750 

910kg 

145 

79 

- 

P4 

- 

36.7 

+ Still sclntftiattng after HI the^eye^^s- Srittle sudd quHlty 

★★★★★ 

Peug'::-it306CT! 6 

020 R 

VS^Oi 

4/1998 

167/6500 

142/5500 

1215kg 

W 

7.2 

2P.7 

140 

- 

30.1 

+ ObeoftHegrc^tCTIs- TfjCy^’t make them <!KetFis3dy more 

★★★★★ 

Peuggr*t306f(A‘iye 

095 R 

■9$- 99 

4/1998 

W/6500 

142/5500 

1199kg 

U2 

0.9 

19.2 

137 

- 

30.1 

+ EssejVi^ny aOTi-6fdr less dosh - untited choice of colours 

★★★★★ 

Re^Xitspoa Twingo '33 

f?5R 

’09-13 

4/1598 

137/6750 

118/4400 

1050kg 

IV 

i6 

- 

U5 

750 

43.5 

+ Re'^'Jtsppftexperier^etor pocket money-OptrodalCupchJSS-'sgivesbouncyrrde 

★★★★★ 

Renauitsport Ciio 200 Turbo 

184 R 

£18,995 

4/1618 

197/6000 

177/1750 

1204kg 

166 

6.9 

17.9 

143 

144 

44.8 

+ Faster, more refined, easier to drive - We miss the revvy nat-asp engine and manual 'box ★★★★★ 

Re^3iftspC'- 1 Clio JOO COP 

195 R 

’09-13 

4/1998 

197/7100 

159/5400 

1204kg 

166 

&6 

16.7 

Ul 

f90 

84.5 

+ The Clio at Its best- ThcyOOf’t make it anym^e 

★★★★★ 

Re^HJfrspp’-t Clio I97C0P 

05 R 

V7-V9 

4/1998 

194/7250 

158/5530 

1240kg 

tci 

69 

- 

134 

- 

33.6 

+ (^Kk. polisned .jr^d cap^e -ktotas much sheer fun as 182 Cup 

★★★★☆ 

Re^j-ftspptt Clio 182 

066 R 

’04-06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

nmg 

165 

6.6 

17.5 

759 

- 

36.9 

+ TookfKthatct^s to a new 'evel- Flawed iid\tngpo$pon 

★★★★★ 

R&^JJtspC' t Clio 182 CL'P 

tS7R 

’04 -'06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

1090kg 

168 

65 

- 

7J9 

- 

34.9 

+ fUllofbe^ds, fant3iOc value- Sunday-marnet upholstpy 

★★★★★ 

Re^S'.ftspprt Clio Tr\^*ty 

200 R 

’05-06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

1090kg 


66 

17.3 

no 

- 

34.9 

+ The most tun youcjn have on th-'ee (somfffmes two) wheels- Just 500 were built 

★★★★★ 

R&}3iitspQft Clio 72 cop 

Gi8R 

‘Q2-’04 

4/1998 

irO/6250 

147/5400 

mkg 

r;i 

65 

17.7 

138 

- 

- 

+ Bargain old-schoolhPt hatch- NervPus inthe#et, noABS 

★★★★★ 

R^jJtspoft Clio V6 255 

037R 

’03 05 

6/2946 

251/7150 

221/4650 

1400kg 

182 

5.8 

17.0 

153 

- 

730 

+ Supercar drnfra without tkesnginji’s edgy had<d"ng- Uninspired inter'^r 

★★★★★ 

R&^3iJ:sp3‘'t Clio V6 

029 R 

’99 02 

6/2946 

227/6000 

221/3750 

1335^g 

f73 

5.8 

145 

- 

730 

+ Pocket supercar- Mid-enginudhadovngcsnbe trxky 

★★★★☆ 

Reffjbit Clio tr-'.^ams 

795 R 

03-’96 

4/1988 

146/6100 

126/4500 

98lKg 

r53 

7.6 

20.8 

>37 

- 

26.0 

+ One of me best hot hatches ever- Cjn be ^jg’He 

★★★★★ 

Re^3'jlt5GTTu7io 

mp 

•QJ-Ol 

4/1397 

118/5750 

122 /mo 

SBSkg 

no 

73 


730 

- 

28.4 

+ Clio Willil’lTs’ grand-daddy- Few unmidihedOflOsieft 

★★★★★ 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Cup 

195 R 

£25,990 

4/1998 

261/5500 

265/3000 

1387kg 

191 

6.4 

14.8 

158 

174 

37.7 

+ A hot hatch benchmark - Not a lot 

★★★★★ 

Renauitsport Megane 275 Trophy 

201 D 

£28,930 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1376kg 

200 

6.0 


158 

174 

37.7 

+ Another cracking Trophy model - Stripped-out Trophy-R is even more thrilling 

★★★★★ 

Renauitsport Megane 275 Trophy-R 

203 R 

£36,430 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1297kg 

212 

5.8 

- 

158 

174 

37.7 

+ As absorbing as a 911 GT3 RS on the right road - Too uncompromising for some; pricey 

★★★★★ 

R&>3'jftspG'-t MeganeJSOCup 

mp 

’09-12 

4/1998 ' 

■ 347/5500 

357/3000 

1387kg 

fB7 

6.1 

14.6 

156^ 


' 84.4 

+ FantysRc chjssfs... - ...par tiHiy obscured by new-four-d matunty 

★★★★★ 

ReJ^\ftsptrt MeganenCi 75 Cop 

n9R 

0?-'09 

4/1995 

173/3750 

265/2000 

1470kg 

779 

63 

SS.5 

137 

- 

48.5 

+ A diesel with a genuirviy sporty chjts^s - Could take more potn?r 

★★★★☆ 

R0^iJtsppnMegane23O FI Team £>6 

195 R 

W-09 

4/1998 

227/5500 

229/3000 

1345kg 

177 

62 

16.0 

’47 

- 

- 

+ The tiJrtne ^36 R is based on - FI Team itxkersin dubious tasre 

★★★★★ 

Re^iLi>j sport Megane SX R 

200 R 

’00^09 

4/1998 

227/5500 

229/mo 

1220kg 

7^9 

5.8 

15.1 

’47 

- 

- 

+ Oneoftne true noit hatch heroes- TWose4ts, piddle rear windows 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Ibiza FR 2.0 TDI 

144 R 

£17,445 

4/1968 

141/4200 

236/1750 

1245kg 

115 

8.2 

- 

131 

123 

60.1 

+ More fun than the petrol FR, manual gearbox option - The Cupra’s not much more 

irkirkit 

SEAT Ibiza Cupra 

183 D 

£18,765 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1259kg 

144 

6.9 


142 

139 

47.9 

+ Punchy engine, unflappable DSG - Lacks engagement 

irkirki/ 

SEAT Leon FRTDn84 

184 D 

£22,255 

4/1968 

181/4000 

280/1750 

1350kg 

136 

7.5 

- 

142 

112 

64.2 

+ Performance, sweet chassis, economy, comfort - Boorish engine 

irkirkk: 

SEAT Leon Cupra 280 

195 R 

£26,940 

4/1984 

276/6000 

258/1750 

1320kg 

212 

5.8 

- 

155 

149 

44.1 

+ Serious pace and ability for Golf GTI money - The Mk7 Golf R 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon 


17 12 

4/1984 

208/5300 

206/1700 

13Mkg 

758 

?2 

14.0 

7^5 

770 

38.7 

+ AsOuXkas a GCifG Tl Fve-door but lots cheaper - Misses the VW’s compXteness 

irkirkk: 

SEATLeonCupfaR 

139 R 

TO-12 

4/1984 

261/6000 

258/2500 

1375kg 

193 

61 

755 

’90 

34.9 

+ Boldar, blinrfy'g engine- Lacks !tre character of Its’fvdlmega-hatches 

irkirkk 

SEAT Leon Cup- a 

105 R 

~C7V 

4/1984 

■ 237/5700 

221/2200 

1375kg 

175 

63 

- 

758 

WO 

34.0 

+ Greji engine, composure - Doesn’t have adjustabi/tyofold Cupra R 

irkirkk 

SEAT Leon Cup a R 225 

067R 

’03-G6 

4/7781 

222/5900 

206/2200 

1376kg 

164 

69 

- 

7S0 

- 

2^.1 

+ Cross-count! y pact practicality va>ue - ^otas thrilling as some 

irkirkk 

Skoda FabiavRS (Mk2) 

146 D 

£17,150 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1218kg 

148 

7.3 


139 

148 

45.6 

+ Well priced, well made, with great engine and DSG ‘box - Dull steering 

irkirkk 

Skoda Fa&la i-flS (Mk ') 

Skoda Octavia vRS (Mk3) 

DHR 
187 D 

’04- ’07 
£23,260 

4/1896 

4/1984 

130/4000 

217/4500 

229/1900 

258/1500 

1315kg 

1350kg 

;co 

163 

96 

6.8 

- 

127 

154 

142 

55.4 

45.6 

+ FasdnJtlrTitlytun dndfnjgHno t hatch - A littte short on stttrfng feel 
+ Quick, agile, roomier than a Golf - Ride is harsh for what could be a family car 

irkirkk 

irkirkk 

Skoda OcUifa vitS (MtC) 

163 R 

’Ch-t3 

4/1998 

197/5100 

206/1700 

1395kg 

143 

l3 

- 

149 

775 ■ 

J77 

+ Drives kke a CH but costs much less - Green brake fiH'ipe- ■? ? 

irkirkk 

Smart Fortwo Brabus 

HOD 

£15,375 

3/999 

97/5500 

104/3500 

780kg 

126 

9.9 

- 

96 

119 

54.3 

+ Telling people you drive a Brabus - Them realising it’s not a 720bhp S-class 

kirkkk 

SuPjru ImpreyaSTI CSiOO 

146 R 

10-V 

4/2457 

395/5750 

400/3950 

1505kg 

267 

46 

TO 7 

755 

- 

- 

+ Cosworth kudus. One of the fastest hatches #e\e tested - Pr icey. Lifeless steering 

irkirkk 

SupQtuImprpra WRXS 

7250 

’0$ 70 

4/2457 

251/5400 

288/mo 

1395kg 

JSO 

55 

- 

780 

270 

- 

+ An improvement uKrtne basreWtIX -Stillntjttne WPX we wanted 

irkirkk 

SuPOru ImprOFa STI330S 

t>4R 

’OS 70 

4/2457 

325/5400 

3*7/3400 

1505kg 

219 

44 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ A tytcfi^cxtr than me STL. - nut iKt better 

irkirkk 

Suzuki Swift Sport (Mk2) 

175 R 

£13,749 

4/1586 

134/6900 

118/4400 

1045kg 

130 

8.7 


121 

147 

44.1 

+ The Swift’s still a great pocket rocket - But it’s lost a little adjustability 

irkirkk 

SuFokiSn^rtSpp t 

132 R 

’05-11 

4/1586 

123/6800 

109/4800 

1030kg 

PI 

89 

- 

P4 

TO5 

89.8 

+ Entertaining handtbtg, well built- Lacking in stewing feedback 

irkirkk 

VauxhallCorsaVXR 

154 R 

£18,995 

4/1598 

189/5850 

192/1980 

1166kg 

165 

6.8 


140 

172 

38.7 

+ Looks snazzy, punchy engine - Lacks feel, uncouth compared with rivals 

irkirkk 

Vauxhorl Corsa VXR Nurburgnog 

f64R 

■7123 

4/1598 

202/5750 

206/2J50 

n66kg 

’76 

65 

- 

U3 

178 

- 

+ VXRgtrs morepo^rAnda amited stip mtf- 6b tn sPvtr UK more expemiie 

irkirkk 

Vauxhall Astra VXR(Mk2) 

195 R 

£27,260 

4/1998 

276/5500 

295/2500 

1475kg 

190 

5.9 


155 

189 

- 

+ Better than the car it replaces; loony turbo pace - Lacks RS Megane’s precision 

irkirkk 

Vauxh^'l Astra VXR (M^i ') 

W2R 

’OS 11 

4/1998 

237/5600 

236/2400 

1393kg 

173 ' 

67 

W.7 

152 

221 

30.7 

+ Fast dhd furious -Lacks a ■itfe composure Hid prtOififn 

irkirkk 

VWUp/SEATMii/SkodaCitigo 

171 R 

£7990+ 

3/999 

59/5000 

70/3000 

854kg 

70 

14.1 

- 

99 

105 

62.8 

+ Accomplished city car is dynamically sound... - ...but predictably slow 

irkirkk 

O VW Polo GTI 

206 D 

£18,850 

4/1798 

189/4200 

236/1450 

1280kg 

150 

6.7 


146 

139 

47.1 

+ At last, a real live ‘n’ kicking baby Golf GTI - Fiesta ST is still more engaging 

irkirkk 

VW Polo GTI 

754 R 

ID- 14 

4/1390 

m/mo 

184/2000 

n8Kkg 

■’53 

98 

- 

H2 

789 

479 

+ Modern-day. mkl Gdlf GTI g:^s twin-clutch D$G -it’s a Ittleatbb.nd 

irkirkk 

VWGolfGTD(Mk7) 

200 D 

£25,765 

4/1968 

181/3500 

280/1750 

1377kg 

134 

7.5 


143 

109 

67.3 

+ Pace, fuel economy, sounds good for a diesel - Lacks the extra edge of the GTI 

irkirkk 

VW Golf GTI (Mk7) 

195 R 

£26,125 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1351kg 

163 

6.5 

- 

152 

138 

47.1 

+ Brilliantly resolved - Megane 265 beats it as a pure drivers’ car 

★★★★★ 

VW Golf GTE (Mk7) 

202 D 

£28,000 

4/1395 

201 

258 

1524kg 

134 

7.6 


138 

35 

188.0 

+ The most enjoyable plug-in hybrid at this price - Golf GTI still quicker and more fun 

★★★★★ 

VWGolfR(Mk7) 

203 R 

£29,900 

4/1984 

297/5500 

280/1800 

1476kg 

204 

5.1 


155 

165 

40.9 

+ Time to take the R brand seriously - Megane 265 itostedges it as a pure drivers’ car 

★★★★★ 

VWmCTUMHo) 

J72R 

’09 13 

4/1984 

207/5300 

X7A700 

1318kg 

160 

64 

16.5 

,148 

f?0 

38.7 

+ Still a very accomplis''tdh^t hatch -207bhplsn't a Hyttinymore 

★★★★★ 

VWG£}lfR(Mkn) 

140 D 

TO - 73 

4/1984 

266/6000 

258/2500 

1521kg 

778 

55 

- 

755 

7?9 

33.2 

+ Great engine, Semendnus pace and poise -Ughpflce, ACC only optional 

★★★★★ 

VWGsflfCTI (Mi5) 

795 R 

’04 09 

4/1984 

197/5100 

307/1800 

1336kg 

750 


77.9 

745 

- 

- 

+ Characterand ability: theCTfs return to form - Lacking drepower? 

★★★★★ 

VWa0lftl32(Mk5) 

OS7R 

’06-09 

6/3189 

246/6300 

236/2500 

1510kg 

7C5 

5.8 

15.2 

755 

- 

26.4 

+ Traction’s great and you'll love me soundbsck - We’d itill have a GTI 

★★★★★ 

VWopm2(Mki) 

053 R 

'02-’04 

6/3189 

237/6250 

236/2800 

1477kg 

163 

64 

16.3 

754 


24.6 

+ ChanvT^Dc- Bexyny engine an be tiresome 

irkirkk 

VW Golf GTI J6v(l\^2) 

195 R 

’89-92 

4/V81 

139/6100 

124/4600 

96Ckg 

J47 

T9 

- 

739 

- 

26.6 

+ Still feels everyday useaPie- Very hard to Pnd a standard one 

★★★★★ 

VWGolfQTI (Mkl, ’ 8) 

095 R 

02-’84 

4/7781 

112/5800 

109/3500 

840kg 

fJ5 

87 

16.9 

112 

U9 

.>03 

36.0 

+ The car that started itaH- Wcky to hnd an unmolested one 

irkirkk 

mfvoCJO T5R-DP^gn 

722 R 

’OS 12 

5/2521 

227/5000 

236/1500 

1347kg 

7*5 

0.6 

32.5 

+ Good look'fig, aesiraDie - Lacks edge ofbesthatctvs. Avoid auto 

irkirkk 


MADE IN SWEDEN. 

T:J«Fn FK 

THEVDU/ 0 V 40 IH 1 ES 1 GN. 


British roads are diffenent f rom 
Sw^ish roads. Thafs why wo tostad and 
tuned the V40 R-Design'^ suspension 
here in Britain. It puts you in total coritfot 
straightening Out the toughest of 
hairpin turns and taming even the 
meanest of speed bumps. 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARS.CO.uk 


■wfdnQ Mrihsn purohuMl on Volvo 
Advontiga PofWMiol Contnict PUichoH. 


Penofoi Contnct Pun?h*#e 

Bnippior V40 T2 R^>i»ofi Rsbel Blue 


4^ pflyiiMiiti 

£269 


£999 

FiiwrtCH dvpotiii DQObfejtiOtl C^SO 

ffnimwiirilitfl APR 


OnthaAMl 


wnmnt gf podti 

CiWb 

imarMi clwgiH 


Tolgi vnounE 

£33369 

Opterul fiml p^nwnt 

£0,736 

Dbniticin of ng-inugrtt 49 

iR«id rm at 

3.6646 

PVT imuii 

0.000 

mJAig* 

I4.9p per 



Rniin to fWim niH 01 % to oiMiHy M p«fc|!tlba dnkii only on ngMind iby 31ft Mvei 3C1S M 

infkJnFLjVwchB^rnqftwraiti to 1 h* amHhin nr dI 1 Wtb 0111 omdtttoni riutba tiiranr tiunrlw'Wiilimfillif oiqrkMiHi^kwlWtaii^Owil ^1 iSRIVu to! ml onn Oh f^Mnartl d paymBlIi n mdb Th* Hnia ulfv to 

1l^pJd«l^ QlaVbln^VlH^ilgtFVlDr■IC9n^IldF^Fchww4lldM0(d•f«tfb«tnMn MJtoury3Q1Sind31itltodi2Cta5v>^ &Ktod»Mof«^(Ki iridbu^itoi]UMa.5Hwlmcsuaui<iariitinRsifftoan^^ 
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showroom Knowledge 


WIN 456 HORSES. 



WIN YOUR DREAM CAR 
FREE £5 WHEN YOU SIGN UP 
WINNER EVERY WEEK! 

ENTER NOW AT BOTB.COM/EVO 

BOTB.COM 

iT WIN YOUR DREAM CAR 



Tel: 020 7371 8866 
Email: infb@botb.COm 



Composite ceramic 
tecnnology a. 


GTECHniQ 












The best ceramic point protection, unrivalled levels 
of gloss, scratch and chemical resistance 


5^^ service.gtechniq.com 
S, V 01327 811015 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

BMW MS. The turbocharging of BMW’s M-cars met with 
scepticism, but the current MS’s 4.4-iitre twin-turbo V8 feeis a 
perfect fit. it’s a brutaiiy fast car, and there are ciever (and useabie) 
adjustabie driving modes, it iooks cooi, too. The best big saioon is 
now even better. 



Best of the Rest 

Jaguar’s showy XFR-S (ieft) has a particuiariy impressive chassis, 
and Mercedes’ E63 AMG offers intoxicating performance, 
especiaiiy with the S upgrade. BMW’s M3 is an appeaiing aii- 
round package, whiie the iatest Aipina D3 Biturbo is not oniy the 
worid’s fastest diesei production car, but a great handier too. 


Saloons / Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

at 

3 

Price 

Engine 

cyi/cc 

a 

a 

t; 

a 

Weight 

a 

a 

E 

o 

«o 

6 

c 

o 

o 

6 

E 

S 

(N 

8 

a 

E 

u 

UJ 

eVO rating 


Aipina D3 Biturbo (F30) 

192 D 

£46,950 

6/2993 

345/4000 

516/1500 

1585kg 

221 

4.6 


173 

139 

53.3 

+ 173mph from a 3-litre diesel! Brilliant chassis, too - Auto only 

★★★★★ 

Aipina B3 Biturbo (F30) 

188 D 

£54,950 

6/2979 

404/5500 

442/3000 

1610kg 

255 

4.2 

- 

190 

177 

37.2 

^^Understated appearance, monster performance - E90 M3 is better on the limit 

★ ★★★★ 

AlptraD3(E^) 

IWR 

VS 12 

4/1995 

211/4000 

332/2000 

1495kg 

K3 

S9 

- 

152 

- 

S7.3 

+ Excek^tchisPs, turbodieKl oomph - Rather n^rowpowerbiod 

irkirkiT 

Aipina B5 Biturbo 

149 D 

£75,150 

8/4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

1920kg 

282 

4.5 


198 

244 

26.9 

+ Big performance and top-line luxury - Driver not really involved 

irkirkk- 

Aipina B7 Biturbo 

134 D 

£98,800 

8/4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

2040kg 

265 

4.6 

- 

194 

230 

28.5 

+ Massive performance and top-line luxury - Feels its weight when hustled 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin Rapide S 

201 D 

£147,950 

12/5935 

552/6650 

465/5500 

1990kg 

282 

4.2 


203 

300 

21.9 

+ Oozes star quality; gearbox on 2015MY cars a big improvement - It’s cosy in the back 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Rapide 

lilR 

TO- 73 

12/5935 

470/6000 

443/5000 

t^mg 

240 

52 

- 

188 

355 

- 

+ Better than its DB9 sibling -Vow a 2* 2 than a proper fcxr -seater 

irkirkir 

Audi S3 Saloon 

192 D 

£33,540 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1430kg 

210 

5.3 


155 

162 

26.4 

+ On paper a match for the original S4 - In reality much less interesting 

irkirkk: 

AudiS4(B8) 

166 D 

£39,610 

672995 

328/5500 

324/2900 

1685kg 

198 

4.9 


155 

190 

34.9 

+ Great powertrain, secure chassis - The new RS4 is here now... 

★★★★★ 

Audi 54 (B7) 

C73D 

’05-08 

d/4163 

339/7000 

302/3500 

IJOOkg 

.^06 

54 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ Effo' Iiess ve, 3£}!e handi'hg - Lacks uitimJte .Tnesie ofO^is ieaders 

irkirkk' 

AudiRS4Avant(B8) 

192 R 

£56,545 

8/4163 

444/8250 

mmo 

1795kg 

251 

4.5 

10.5 

174 

249 

26.4 

+ Looks and sounds the part, thunderously fast - Harsh ride, unnatural steering 

irkirkk 

Audi ^4 (B7) 

0^8 R 

Ot}- 1^8 

B/4163 

414/7800 

317/5500 

1650kg 

255 

As5 

7a 9 

755 

- 

- 

+ 414bhp at 7800rpm! And there san estnie vers'on toio - Busy under braking 

★★★★★ 

AudiR54 (B5) 

^2R 

’00-02 

6/2^71 

375/6100 

325/2500 

1620kg 

736 

4.5 

J2.1 

W 

- 

77.0 

+ Effatiess pace -1<kt the iast word in ag'/ty. Bends wheeinms 

irkirkk 

Audi^2 

}01R 

'H-95 

5/2226 

315/6500 

302/3000 

1595kg 

201 

4.5 

13.1 

162 

- 

18.0 

+ Storm^ogpefforma^se ( tha'^^ks to Porsche) - Ty Ending one 

irkirkk 

Audi 56 

0910 

’06‘V 

10/52G4 

429/6800 

398/X>00 

1910kg 

728 

52 

- 

155 

.^49 

22.4 

+ Even faster, jnd discreet with it - Very muted \7t0 

irkirkk 

AudiRS6Avant (C7) 

203 R 

£77,995 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1935kg 

290 

3.6 

8.2 

155 

229 

28.8 

+ Performance, foolproof powertrain, looks - Feels a bit one-dimensional 

irkirkk 

AudiR56AvJPt(C6) 

116 R 

’OB- 10 

10/4991 

572/6250 

479/1500 

2025kg 

7B7 

4.3 

9.7 

755 

333 

70.2 

+ The moFld's mostpo^erfui esUte - Powerisij t everything 

irkirkk 

AudiR56Av^'yt(C5) 

052 R 

'02-04 

S/4172 

444/5700 

413/1950 

1865kg 

242 

45 

11.6 

755 

- 

*33 

+ The ultimate estjte car?- KXimb steering 

irkirkk 

Audi RS7 

190 D 

£84,480 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1920kg 

292 

3.9 

- 

155 

229 

28.8 

+ Stonking performance, great looks - Numb driving experience 

irkirkk 

AudiS7 

171 D 

£63,375 

8/3993 

414/5000 

406/1400 

1945kg 

216 

4.6 


155 

225 

- 

+ Looks and drives better than S6 it’s based on - Costs £8000 more 

irkirkk 

AudiS8 

164 D 

£80,690 

8/3993 

513/5800 

479/1700 

1975kg 

264 

4.1 


155 

237 

27.7 

+ Quicker and much more economical than before - But still underwhelmingto drive 

irkirkk 

D AudiRSQ3 

206 D 

£45,495 

5/2480 

335/5300 

332/1600 

1655kg 

206 

4.8 

- 

155 

203 

32.1 

+ Surprisingly characterful; better than many RSs - High centre of gravity 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Flying Spur V8 

200 D 

£142,800 

8/3997 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2342kg 

217 

4.9 


183 

254 

25.9 

+ Effortless performance with real top-end kick - Determinedly unsporting 

★★★★★ 

Bentley FlyingSpur 

185 D 

£153,300 

12/5998 

616/6000 

590/1600 

2400kg 

261 

4.3 

- 

200 

343 

19.0 

+ More power than old FlyingSpur Speed - Feels its weight; engine sounds dull 

★★★★★ 

Ber^t}tyC&rfftneAtaifti<ng5pur5p€:cd 

WR 

’OS -12 

12/5m 

600/6000 

553/1750 

2440kg 

250 

i6 

- 

700 

3(/6 

16.6 

+ 600bPp; surprisingiy Ibn haoaiing - Couid iook a bit more nke it goes 

irkirkk 

Bentley Mulsanne 

178 F 

£229,360 

8/6752 

505/4200 

752/1750 

2610kg 

197 

5.1 

- 

184 

342 

19.3 

+ Drives like a modern Bentley should - Shame it doesn’t look like one too 

irkirkk 

BMW320d(F30) 

168 R 

£29,475 

4/1995 

181/4000 

280/1750 

1495kg 

123 

7.4 

- 

146 

120 

61.4 

+ Fleet-friendly new Three is economical yet entertaining - It’s a tad noisy 

irkirkk 

BMW328i(F30) 

165 D 

£30,470 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1430kg 

172 

5.8 


155 

149 

44.8 

+ New-age four-pot 328i is great all-rounder - We miss the six-cylinder soundtrack 

irkirkk 

BMW 330dM Sport (F30) 

180 D 

£36,975 

6/2993 

254/4000 

413/2000 

1540kg 

168 

5.6 

- 

155 

129 

57.6 

+ Great engine, fine handling, good value - Steering confuses weight with feel 

★★★★★ 

BMW 435i Gran Coupe 

203 D 

£41,865 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1585kg 

194 

5.5 


155 

174 

34.9 

+ Superb straight-six, fine ride/handling balance - 335i saloon weighs and costs less 

irkirkk 

BMWM3(F80) 

203 R 

£56,190 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1520kg 

284 

4.3 

- 

155 

204 

32.1 

+ The looks, performance and practicality - Engine lacks the character an M-car deserves ★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E9C) 

t73R 

’OS-11 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

1605kg 

J62 

4.9 

10.7 

165 

290 

22.8 

+ EmytUt as good as the £92 M3 coupe - No carbon roof 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3CRT(E0C) 

179 R 

77- 72 

8/4361 

444/8300 

324/3750 

1580kg 

285 

44 

- 

m 

265 

- 

+ Saioen chassis + nvoight + GTS engine = best £90 M3 - Just 67 were made 

★ ★★★★ 

BMW335iM5pi^'t(E^) 

134 R 

’05-11 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

15:-5xg 

mo 

56 

_ - 

755 

796 

370 

+ Stunningifrivetrain, contiokedchsiits- Looks aiHt steady 

irkirkk 

BMW528i(F10) 

164 D 

£36,570 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1710kg 

■’144 ' 

'6.2 


' 155 

152 ' 

41.5 

+ Four-pot 528 is downsizing near its best - You’ll miss the straight-six sound effects 

irkirkk 

BMW535i(F10) 

141 D 

£44,560 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1685kg 

182 

6.1 

- 

155 

185 

34.9 

+ New 5-series impresses... - But only with all the chassis options ticked 

irkirkk 

BMWM5(F10M) 

165 R 

£73,960 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1870kg 

300 

4.3 


155 

232 

28.5 

+ Twin-turbocharging suits all-new M5 well - Can feel heavy at times 

★★★★★ 

BMW M5 Toupng (EoG) 

105 R 

Cf^TO 

10/4999 

500/7750 

383/6100 

1780kg 

285 

48 

- 

755 

- 


+ BriiiiAnt at ten tenths - Eeeis ilightiy ciumiy when pottering 

★ ★★★★ 

BMWM5(E6C) 

129 R 

'04-70 

10/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

1755kg _ 

289 

47 


755 

- 

19.6 

+ C/tJie to being the uitimjte supersaioon - SUGgearpdx fe^s oid- toch 

irkirkk 

BMWM5 (E19) 

^JIOR 

’99-'G3 

8/4941 

394/6600 

369/3800 

1795kg' 

773 

‘4.9 

17.5 

755 

- 

- 

+ Magnificent V8-engined supersaioon- We’d be nit-picking 

★ ★★★★ 

BMWM5(E34) 

VOR 

’92-96 

6/3795 

340/6900 

295^4750 

1653kg 

209 

5.9 

13.6 

755 

- 

- 

+ The Godfather of supersaioons- The fumilyi^n come tpo 

★★★★★ 

BMWM5(E75) 

182R 

06-88 

6/3453 

282/6500 

25J/iSOO 

1431kg 

mo 

62 

- 

151 

- 

- 

+ Theodginaistor^'n.'-ngsafdPn- Understated iooks 

★ ★★★★ 

BMW M6 Gran Coupe 

190 D 

£98,145 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1875kg 

299 

4.2 

- 

155 

232 

28.5 

+ Enormous performance, stylish looks - Price tag looks silly next to rivals, M5 included 

★★★★★ 

BMWX5 M50d 

191 D 

£64,020 

6/2993 

376/4000 

546/2000 

2190kg 

155 

5.3 


155 

177 

42.2 

+ Straight-line pace - Driving experience identical to standard X5, despite the M badge 

irkkkk 

BMWX6xDrive50i 

118 D 

£63,065 

8/4395 

408/5500 

442/1750 

2190kg 

186 

5.4 


155 

292 

22.6 

+ Stunningly good to drive - Will you want to be seen arriving? 

irkirkk 

BMWX6M 

134 D 

£93,070 

8/4395 

547/6000 

502/1500 

2305kg 

241 

4.7 

- 

171 

325 

20.3 

+ Fast, refined and comfortable - But it definitely lacks the M factor 

irkkkk 

BMW750i 

174 D 

£71,575 

8/4395 

449/5500 

480/2000 

2020kg 

226 

4.7 


155 

199 

- 

+ Well specced, impressively refined - Lags far behind the Mercedes S-class 

irkkkk 

BrabusBullit 

119 R 

c£330,000 

12/6233 

720/5100 

811/2100 

1850kg 

395 

3.8 

- 

217 

- 

- 

+ Seven hundred and twenty bhp - Three hundred thousand pounds 

★★★★★ 

Cadillac CTS-V 

148 R 

£67,030 

8/6162 

556/6100 

551/3800 

1928kg 

293 

3.9 


191 

365 

18.1 

+ It’ll stand out among M-cars and AMGs - But the novelty might wear off 

irkirkk 

Eord5i(S-’-a R5 Cosworth4x4 

KIR 

‘9Q-93 

4/1993 

220/6250 

214/3500 

1305kg 

T59 

6 6 

- 

h4 

- 

24.4 

+ East ttnd furious- '^yhndtng a straight one 

irkirkk 

EordBiP' a R5 Cosworth 


'S6-90 

4/1993 

204/6000 

204A500 

1220kg 

169 

62 

- 

743 

- 

- 

+ Roadgo'hg Group A racecar-Om’t shout about the potver output! 

★★★★★ 

HoT^a Accord Type R 

012R 

’99-03 

4/2157 

209/7200 

158/6700 

130okg 

ld3 

6.7 

17.4 

142 

- 

79.4 

+ GifJe of the finest front-pry ers ofptitime - Lack ofim3ge 

★★★★★ 

Infiniti QSOSFlybrid 

195 D 

£39,995 

6/3498 

359/6800 

402/5000 

1750kg 

208 

5.1 

- 

155 

144 

45.6 

+ Good powertrain, promising chassis - Lacklustre steering, strong rivals 

★★★☆★ 

Jaguar XF 3.0 V6 Diesels 

145 D 

£46,615 

6/2993 

271/4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

162 

5.9 


155 

159 

47.1 

+ Sweet handling plus diesel economy - But we’d still have the R 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XF Sportbrake 3.0 V6 Diesel S 

177 D 

£49,115 

6/2993 

271/4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

153 

6.1 

- 

155 

163 

46.3 

+ Looks and drives better than the saloon - There’s now a Sportbrake R... 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XF 3.0 V6 Supercharged 

178 D 

£48,510 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1695kg 

201 

5.7 


155 

224 

29.4 

+ Fast, comfortable, refined - Bland engine, poor economy compared to diesel V6 

irkkkk 

Jaguar XFR 

181 D 

£65,440 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1800kg 

284 

4.8 

10.2 

155 

270 

24.4 

+ Brilliant blend of pace and refinement - Doesn’t sound as special as it is 

★ ★★★★ 

Jaguar XFR-S 

187 R 

£79,995 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1912kg 

288 

4.4 

- 

186 

270 

24.4 

+ XF gets turned up to 12 - Except for the soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XFR-S Sportbrake 

203 R 

£82,495 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1967kg 

280 

4.6 


186 

297 

22.2 

+ Looks fantastic, huge performance, nice balance - Not as sharp as the saloon 

irkirkk 


© Call us on Freephone 

0800 030 4569 


I^HpoirT^ 


o 

Get a Qiiote Online 

' warrantywise.co.uk 

WatofT Quent^'s G ulcte . 

wtrrantywlse.co.uk^gy[de ' 

3 


JQACK 


'mr.- 

AWARD 




Litert — 

^ 'ftl by OiiWItfin WilMM 


Warrant vwise 


For lult delaifs, nick to our ad in your copy of Evo > Ju&t look lor Quentin! 



www.evo.co.uk 161 





showroom Knowledge 



LAND 

ROVER 


‘V^sit our tvebsitefor 

prices ami availability: ^ 

¥nivw.rlmmerbros.co.ik 

tel, 01522 568000 

fax: 01522 567600 

email.* sales@rimmerbros.co.uk 

Houm, OaMofd Oaad, HmcMnUigm HMtl% Lkuoks LPM 9NJL 
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Second Time Round (ozo) 7499 7442 

Specializing in Rolexfi>r 20 years! 

Grays, 58 Davies St. London WIK 5LP 



Audemars Piguet * Bvigari * Cartier * Franck Muller * Hublot * Jaeger LeCoultre * Patek Philippe 
* Piaget * Rolex * Vacheron et Constantin and all fine wristwatches... 

www.sEcoNDTiMERouND.coM Bought, Sold & Exchanged 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Saloons / Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Max mph 

C02g/knr 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Jaguar XJ 3.0 V6 Diesel 

148 D 

£56,870 

6/2993 

271/4000 

442/2000 

1700kg 

162 

6.0 

- 

155 

167 

46.3 

+ A great Jaguar - But not as great as the XJR... 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XJR 

191 D 

£92,395 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1805kg 

302 

4.4 


174 

270 

24.4 

+ Hot-rod vibe, fine cabin - Opinion-dividing looks 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXiR 

£154 R 

’03- 09 

5/4196 

400/6100 

408/3500 

1665kg 

244 

50 

- 

155 

- 

T3 0 

+ Genuine 7-seftes ti^al - 2007 fa^eiitic^ ’t heip middie-aged image 

★★★★★ 

Land Rover Discovery Sport 

205 D 

£32,395 

4/2179 

187/3500 

310/1750 

1863kg 

100 

9.8 


117 

159 

46.3 

+ Style, packaging, refinement - Will need to prove Sport tag in UK 

★★★★☆ 

LeJtUsISF 

!SIR 

vrv 

&Z4969 

417/6600 

372/5200 

1714kg 

247 

4.7 

Kf,9 

75 

270 

24.4 

+ Shock'-igiy good Lexus - The VOsavaiiatye as a (secondhand) foiz-door!oo 

★★★★★ 


77 OR 

W93 

6/3615 

377/5200 

4im200 

1658kg 

ni 

4.8 

to. 6 

P76 

- 

17.0 

+ The Miiiennium FaKon ofsaicpn cars- Evefy^rtk^e a wo'k-out 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Ghibli 

186 D 

£52,615 

6/2979 

325/5000 

406/1750 

1810kg 

182 

5.6 


163 

223 

29.4 

+ Bursting with character; good value compared to Quattroporte - It’s still a big car 

★★★★☆ 

MaseratiGhibliS 

198 D 

£63,760 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/4500 

1810kg 

227 

5.0 

- 

177 

242 

27.2 

+ Stands out from the crowd; sounds good too - Chassis lacks finesse, engine lacks reach irkirkiz 

Maserati Quattroporte S 

184 D 

£80,115 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/1750 

1860kg 

221 

5.1 


177 

242 

27.2 

+ Tempting alternative to V8 - Feel-free steering, secondary ride lacks decorum 

irirkirk 

Maserati Quattroporte GTS 

179 D 

£108,185 

8/3798 

523/6800 

479/2250 

1900kg 

280 

4.7 

- 

190 

274 

23.9 

+ Performance, sense of occasion - Lacks the charisma and edge of its predecessor 

irkirkir 

Maserari Quat:wporteS 

I37R 

m 12 

&/469I 

425/7000 

3S/4750 

1990kg 

276 

S.1 

IZ.1 

174 

jiF5 

m 

+ A QP with me bhp it deserves - Gnue is a pit Fiannibai Lecter 

★★★★★ 

Maserati QuatT'oporteSpP! tGTS 

741 R 

W'72 

m69l 

433/7000 

3ct/4750 

1990kg 

721 

51 

- 

177 

365 

18.0 

+ The most styHihsupersaioon -SiigntiywoPden brakes, unforgiving Pde 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Quattroporte 

C35R 

’04 08 

3/4244 

394/7000 

333/45G0 

1930kg 

207 

SI 

- 

17! 

- 

17.9 

+ Red'attdes big-Cdr dynamics - DOh ’t use auto mode 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Quattroporte Spar tQTS 

JJ3D 

B7-G8 

9/4244 

396/7000 

339/4250 

1930kg 

208 

55 

- 

W 

- 

- 

+ Best Quatroporte ch3 s s/s so far - More power wouidn’tgo amiss 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Bs^z 190E 2.5-16 

IS5F 

W-W 

4/2498 

201/6750 

177/5500 

1360kg 

147 

72 

- 

U2 

- 

24.4 

+ M-S’sM3aiternJ7\e- HotasnimbieastneBeemer 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz CLA45 AMG 

186 D 

£42,270 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1510kg 

239 

4.6 


155 

161 

31.0 

+ Strong performance, classy cabin - Pricey compared to A45 AMG hatchback 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 

205 R 

£44,595 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1510kg 

239 

4.8 

- 

155 

175 

37.7 

+ The most aggressive and focused sports crossover - Low on driver interaction 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Br'\zC:63AMG 

151 R 


8M2Q8 

45I/6H00 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

9.7 

too 

280 

235 

+ MonstritPS pacednd ext-emety engaging - Same-e'a M3 is fust a We better... 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-BertzCSS A¥G 

oesR 

’04-08 

8/5439 

367/5250 

3AJ/4000 

1635kg 

228 

52 

- 

155 

- 

237 

+ FurioPiiyfast, commendabiy discreet -Overshadowed by M3 sod R54 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

187 D 

£74,115 

8/5461 

549/5500 

531/1750 

1770kg 

315 

4.2 

- 

155 

230 

28.8 

+ PowLT, response and accuracy in spades - A little lacking in originality 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG S Estate 

203 R 

£85,900 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/2000 

1880kg 

312 

4.2 


155 

234 

28.8 

+ Effortless power; intuitive and approachable - Dim-witted auto 'box 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Be’yzFa3A¥G 

765 R 

V-’I3 

8/5461 

518/5250 

516/1750 

’765kg 

298 

42 

- 

155 

230 

28.8 

+ Turbo engine does/t’t di'ute f63 experience - Sor'^vltmes struggles for tt^Uon... 

★ ★★★★ 

Mercedes-Bi:ffzE^3A¥G 

7j4D 

’09 V 

8/6208 

518/6800 

465/5200 

V65kg 

298 

45 

- 

155 

295 

22.4 

+ As beiow, but with an extra Pbhp and squarcr heao-'igXs - Steerfng sf/// vague 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz g63 AMG 

096 D 

’06-'09 

8/6208 

507/6800 

465/5200 

'765kg 

292 

45 

- 

155 

- 

19 8 

+ Briiiijpt engine, indurgeotchdsiis- Vague steering, speed kmits 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-B^nz£55A¥G 

052 R 

’03-06 

8/5439 

476/6^00 

516/2650 

t760kg 

271 

48 

!0.2 

155 

- 

:i9 

+ M5-humbhggnr!t, cossetingrde- Speed "mits 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG L 

191 D 

£119,835 

8/5461 

577/5500 

664/2250 

1995kg 

294 

4.4 


155 

237 

27.9 

+ Monster pace - Average steering feel 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz5i53AMG 

148 D 

TO-TJ 

8/5461 

536/5500 

590/2000 

2040kg 

267 

45 

- 

155 

244 

26.9 

+ Massive torque, massively reduced emts^'ons - Mass\eCAr 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-BonzS65 AMG 

098 R 

’06 f3 

l2/5m 

604f'4750 

737/2000 

2IBSkg 

mi 

44 

- 

fS5 

334 

19 8 

+ Gods own supersaioon - UnhPiyj^fKe idd th'^it 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz CLS63 AMG S 

199 D 

£86,500 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/1750 

1795kg 

327 

4.1 

- 

155 

231 

28.5 

+ Remains quick and characterful - Dated gearbox, no four-wheel drive option in the UK 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Bf^z CLS63 A ¥G 

778 R 

ft ?4 

8/5461 

518/5250 

5l6/t700 

1795kg 

293 

42 

- 

155 

23! 

28.5 

+ Monsfsrp&formance, 549bhp an apf.'oo - tot as iJ^S-Vafr'e as a Benfidy or Aston 

★★★★☆ 

Mercedes-Banz CLS63 A¥G 

099 R 

’06 n 

8/6208 

507/6100 

464/2650 

1905kg 

270 

45 

- 

155 

345 

795 

+ Beauty, comfor t, awesome pertormarice - M5 >hjs tr\e edge on B-roJds 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz ML63 AMG 

176 R 

£86,920 

8/5461 

518/5250 

516/1750 

2270kg 

232 

4.7 

- 

155 

276 

23.9 

+ Great engine, surprisingly good dynamics - £85K buys a Boxster and an ML350... 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG 

172 D 

£124,000 

8/5461 

537/5500 

560/2000 

2475kg 

220 

5.4 


130 

322 

- 

+ It exists; epic soundtrack - Ancient chassis, silly price 

★★★☆★ 

Mitsubishi FhoXFQ-BOOSST 

118 R 

'OS-’73 

4/1998 

290/6500 

300/35G0 

1590kg 


5.2 

13.9 

?S5 

256 

26.2 

+ hogels twin-dutch transmission - tot as exciting as it used to be 

irArkirk 

Mitsubishi rKvXFQ-360 

122D 

'08-33 

4/1998 

354/6500 

363/3500 

1560kg 

231 

4! 

- 

155 

328 

19 9 

+ Ridicuicusiy rapid new ho -A Eve-speed gearbox^! 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ikoXFQ-330SST 

l34R 

’OS 32 

4/1998 

324/6500 

322/3500 

■ 1590kg 

207 

4 4 

- 

155 

256 

- 

+ Greot engine dod gearbox combo - It 'STill lives in ne shadow of me fvo iX 

irTrkirk 

Mitsubishi fvo X FQ-400 

WR 

’09- 70 

4/1998 

403/6500 

387/3500 

1560kg 

262 

3.8 

- 

155 

rs 

- 

+ Most powerfui factory ho ever... -...atMkJtXgrznd too much when new 

irkirkk- 

Mitsubishi ho IX FQ-340 

068 R 

’05 07 

4/1997 

345/6800 

321/4600 

1400kg 

250 

4.3 

1&.9 

157 

- 

- 

+ Gkts Paicrie Hdvers nightmares - Points, i Of s of 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ho IX MR FQ-360 

'SIR 

’05-07 

4/1997 

366/6867 

363/3200 

1400kg 

266 

39 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ \/Veii-executed engine upgrades - Prson food 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ho l^// 

055 R 

’03 04 

4/1997 

276/6500 

289/3S00 

1410kg 

199 

SI 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ The ho grows up - Brakes need beefng up 

kkkkk 

Mitsubiihiho '.'tllMRFQ-300 

~057R 

’03-05 

4/1997 

305/6800 

289/35C0 

1400kg 

221 

48 

- 

157 

- 

20.5 

+ Extra pac^, extra attitude - Extra money 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ho t'r/ 

031 R 

02-’03 

4/1997 

276/6500 

282/3500 

1360kg 

2G6 

5.0 

13.0 

UO 

- 

20.4 

+ Terrific on rounder- 'fOutellus 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ho \'flRSG0/fnt 

041 D 

G2-’03 

4/1997 

320/6500 

327/1^00 

1260kg 

258 

44 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Ruthiessiy focused road weapon -Fort, he tiyycotvmftied 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ho VI Mavocn Emfon 

2C0R 

’00-01 

4/1997 

276/6500 

275/2750 

1365kg 

205 

4 6 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ OurfavojfiTeho-SuSdeitisfiot 

kkkkk 

Porsche Panamera4S 

186 D 

£86,080 

6/2997 

414/6000 

383/1750 

1870kg 

225 

4.8 


177 

208 

31.7 

+ Strong performance and typically fine Porsche chassis - Misses characterful V8 of old ‘S’ 

kkkkk' 

C3 Porsche Panamera GTS 

206 D 

£93,391 

8/4806 

434/6700 

383/3500 

1925kg 

229 

4.4 

- 

178 

249 

26.4 

+ Vivacious V8 - Standard-fit electronic damping neuters the driving experience 

kkkkk 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 

137 R 

£108,006 

8/4806 

493/6000 

516/2250 

1970kg 

254 

3.6 

8.9 

188 

270 

24.6 

+ Fast, refined and dynamically sound - It still leaves us cold 

kkkkk 

Po'sc^e Panamera Tudjo S 

^59 D 

'77 V 

S/4806 

542/6000 

59o/::so 

1995kg 

276 

57 

- 

t90 

270 

24.6 

+ Pace, excel'ent ergonomics - Steering feei, r‘de 

kkkkk 

Porsche MacanS 

205 R 

£43,648 

6/2997 

335/5500 

339/1450 

1865kg 

183 

5.4 

- 

157 

204 

31.4 

+ No less compelling than the Turbo - Although lacks its ultimate speed and agility 

kkkkk 

Porsche Macan Turbo 

194 R 

£59,648 

6/3604 

394/6000 

406/1350 

1925kg 

208 

4.8 


165 

208 

30.7 

+ Doesn’t feel like an SUV - Still looks like one 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne GTS (Mk2) 

173 D 

£72,523 

8/4806 

414/6500 

380/3500 

2085kg 

202 

5.6 

- 

162 

251 

26.4 

+ Dynamically the best SUV on sale - At two tons, it’s still no sports car 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo (Mk2) 

202 D 

£92,628 

8/4806 

513/6000 

533/2250 

2185kg 

239 

4.5 


173 

261 

25.2 

+ Remarkable performance, handling, completeness - Biggc^, heavier, pricier than Macan 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (Mk2) 

184 D 

£107,784 

8/4806 

542/6000 

553/2250 

2215kg 

249 

4.5 

- 

175 

270 

24.6 

+ Near-identical power and torque to a Zonda C12S - In an SUV 

kkkkk 

Range Rover Evoque Coupe Si4 

160 D 

£46,660 

4/1999 

237/6000 

251/1900 

1670kg 

144 

7.0 

- 

135 

199 

- 

+ Striking looks, sporting dynamics - Hefty price, and petrol version is auto-only 

kkkkk 

Range Rover Sport V8 Supercharged 

186 D 

£93,450 

8/4999 

503/6000 

460/2500 

2335kg 

219 

5.0 


155 

298 

22.1 

+ Deceptively quick and capable sports SUV - It’s still got a weight problem 

kkkkk 

Range Rover SDV8 

180 D 

£80,850 

8/4367 

334/3500 

516/1750 

2360kg 

144 

6.5 

- 

140 

229 

32.5 

+ Lighter, more capable, even more luxurious - Diesel V6 model feels more alert 

kkkkk 

Rolls-Royce Ghost 

186 D 

£216,864 

12/6592 

563/5250 

575/1500 

2360kg 

242 

4.7 


155 

317 

20.8 

+ It’s quicker than you think - It’s more enjoyable driven slowly 

kkkkk 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

054 R 

£310,200 

12/6749 

453/5350 

531/3500 

2560kg 

180 

5.7 

- 

149 

377 

18.0 

+ Rolls reinvented for the 21st Century - The roads are barely big enough 

kkkkk 

Subaru WRXSTI 

201 R 

£28,995 

4/2457 

296/6000 

300/4000 

1534kg 

196 

5.2 


159 

242 

27.2 

+ Fast Subaru saloon returns (again) - Without a power increase 

kkkkk 

SutivuVVRXSTI 

751 D 

TO- 73 

4/2457 

296/6000 

300/4000 

1505kg 

2G0 

51 

- 

158 

243 

26.9 

+ Fast Subo'u saiddn returns - Without me biue paint jndj^id wheeis 

kkkkk 

SuDaruImpreza Y\ffiXGB2?0 

7C9D 

'07 

4/2457 

266/5700 

310/3000 

1410kg 

192 

52 

- 

143 

- 

- 

+ Ihtting f.-->jl p':->g for das stc’Impnsza - £nd of an era 

kkkkk 

SuPam ImpreaaSTI 

090 R 

’05-07 

4/2457 

276/6000 

289/4000 

1495kg 

168 

53 

- 

158 

- 

25.9 

+ Stunning to drXe - Mpt so stunning to ipck at 

kkkkk 

Sub^'u ImprpzaSTlSpec C * 

064 D 

’05 '07 

4/1994 

320/6730 

JII/3500 

1350kg 

240 

43 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ Lighten fastc, hercer- The need fori&f mstrai-ht 

kkkkk 

Sub.ru Impreza RB.ro 

705R 

'07 

4/2457 

316/6000 

332/3750 

1495kg 

'215 

' 48 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ ElttE'g tribi/te to a rjEying legend - TJjo hardcore tor some? 

kkkkk 

SutM'u Impreza \i*zRXSTIPPP 

073 R 

’03 05 

4/1994 

300/6000 

29w4000 

1470kg 

207 

5.2 

12.9 

'48 

- 

- 

+ A Suborn with reai edge- Btfoo edgyinf^e wet 

kkkkk 

Suba-- u STi Type PA Spec C * 

067R 

’03-'G5 

4/1994 

335/7000 

280/3750 

1380kg 

247 

4.3 

111 

160 

- 

- 

+ Best ImprezasUfKethe PI- Lost'!sthrobby7i3t-Tourv6ice 

kkkkk 

SubJmlmprcza Turbo 

07IR 

9S 00 

4/1994 

215/5600 

2U/4000 

l2JSng 

177 

5A 

14.6 

144 

150 

- 

27.2 

+ Destined for OdiStcstdfps- Thirsty 

kkkkk 

SusamlmprezaPI 

200 R 

’OC-OI 

4/1994 

276/6500 

260/4000 

l263Kg 

219 

i.9 

13.3 

- 

25.0 

+ Uitimateoid-shapeimpref a- Prices reflect this 

kkkkk 

SuCir u Impraa Pi5 (PP^) 

i$7R 


4/1994 

237/6000 

258/3500 

mskg 

195 

5.0 

t4.1 

'43 

- 

- 

+ ^Tixt bichd of poise dhd power- UPfUfed numbers 

kkkkk 

SuPa'uImprcyadFB 

768 R 

OS- 99 

4/2212 

276/6000 

265/3200 

1270kg 

220 

S.O 

13.1 

ISO 

- 

- 

+ The uTimate ImprCFa - Doesn ’t come Cfi&ip 

kkkkk 

Tesla Model S Performance 

196 R 

£74,135 

310kW 

416 

442/0 

2100kg 

201 

4.2 


130 

0 

n/a 

+ Intoxicating performance, soothing refinement - Generic styling, charging limitations 

kkkkk 

Vauxhall Insignia VXRSuperSport 

189 D 

£29,824 

672192 

321/5250 

321/5250 

1825kg 

179 

5.6 


170 

249 

26.6 

+ A 170mph Vauxhall - Should be a more engaging steer 

kkkkk 

VauxhaWectram 

102 D 

’00-09 

6/2792 

276/5500 

262/1800 

1580kg 

77 

6 1 

^ 

Id! 

- 

27.4 

+ Gredt engine, effo'liess pace, good value - I'ti/nrb steering, iu<TVy''de 

kkkkk 

Vauxhall VXR8 GTS 

187 D 

£54,499 

8/6162 

576/6150 

545/3850 

1834kg 

311 

~4.2 


155 

363 

18.5 

+ Brawn, pace, character - Frustrating chassis settings; it’s nearly C63 money 

kkkkk 

VauxhaHVXRBGTS 

mp 

T7-V 

S/6162 

425/6000 

406.74600 

1831kg 

236 

49 

- 

155 

-VO 

20.9 

-i-Oversteerycindcharad'fffui.Avof.'}t]feasa^‘>,iptoo!-14einy M3 saloon money 

kkkkk 

VauxiudVXRB Bathurst S 

ti8R 

09 

S/6162 

564/6000 

527/4000 

1866kg 

3C7 

4.6 

JO. 7 

155 

- 

- 

+ A tauter IZ/SS. Bonkers pace, briiiij.nt noise - Gearchjnge sfill ruiXjtsh 

kkkkk 

Volvo V60 Polestar 

197 D 

£49,775 

6/2953 

345/5250 

369/3000 

1759kg 

199 

5.0 

- 

155 

237 

27.7 

+ First Volvo to get a full Polestar makeover - Still a close relative of the standard V60 

kkkkk 


POCKET 

buying guide 


AudiS3(Mk2) 

V«lrs2007-2012 
Ensln« In-line 4-cyl. lurbo 

Pow«r261blp @ &000rpm 
Tw<|U®258toni 2500-5000fpm 

0-60nnph 5.6sec Top speed 155mph 



WHY WOULD YOU? 

The second-gen S3 pairs subtle good looks with 
mighty grip and practicality, and with 261bhp 
it’s got enough firepower to live with all but the 
very fastest new hatches. Put simply, it’s a very 
desirable giant-slayer. 

WHAT TO PAY 

High-mileage S3s start at £10k: £3k more gets 
average miles and a FSH. Late cars start at £20k. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

A rattling manual ’box during deceleration could 
signal an impending rebuild. Clutches are durable, 
but if the car has been remapped you’ll need an 
uprated one. The optional DSG gearbox requires 
an oil change every 40k miles at the latest. 
Suspension and brakes are generally robust. The 
rear wiper motor is prone to failure, so check that 
and all other electrics. (Full guide, evo 201.) 


www.evo.co.uk 163 






Early season 
special price 
Beat the crowds 
and save €100! 


15tlimU2015 


18th April 2015 


16dl July 2015 


27th May 2015 


^ 23rd June 2015 


23rd September 2015 


^ ^ 24th September 2015 


5th August 2015 


Why Choose RSuspa rremium DaysP 

• low numder, high quality events 
•Open pitlane format 

• The hestway to experience your own car on track! 




rackilai^20l5 






Slick tyres and race cars allowed 

Overtaking on both sides, in corners and under braking 

All day catering and lunch included 

A wide range of rental cars also available 


Ask us about test driviug the 
latest Persche 991 GTS eu a 
realFermula Oue circuit! 


• Private pitboxes and personal instruction available 





»i*i 


RSRSpa. Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps 

p: +32 471 783 839 | w: www.RSRSpa.com | e: sales@RSRSpa.com 








Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Audi R8Spyd«r. The Spyder boasts supercar looks, 
presence and performance, yet you really could drive one 
every day. The V8 has a sweet engine and great dynamics, 
but If money’s no object, we’d be seriously tempted by the 
equally brilliant VIO. 



Best of the Rest 

The Mk3 Porsche Boxster S Is a brilliant all-rounder, while the 
Lotus Exige S Roadster counters with a more focused driving 
experience. Jaguar’s F-type also Impresses In both S (left) and 
V8 S forms. Mazda’s MX-5 Is best for budget rear-drive fun, but 
for the ultimate thrills, get a Caterham 620R or Ariel Atom. 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

E 

& 

r. 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Maxmph 

E 

S 

(N 

8 

ECmpg 

eVO rating 


A'fa Romeo 8C Spider 

161 R 

’09- 11 

8/4691 

450/7000 

354/4750 

1675kg 

273 

45 


181 

- 

- 

+ Beauty meets be3st. Tnsy hit it elf -Boot is useless fdr touring 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5 Supercharged 

180 D 

£38,000 

4/1998 

310/8400 

169/7200 

550kg 

573 

2.7 

- 

155 


- 

+ As mad as ever -Rain 

★ ★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5R 

198 R 

£64,800 

4/1998 

350/8400 

243/6100 

550kg 

647 

2.6 

- 

155 


- 

+ Remarkable balance, poise and pace - Pricey 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom Mugen 

165 R 

£55,000 

4/1998 

270/8300 

188/6000 

550kg 

499 

2.9 


150 


- 

+ Perfect engine for the Atom’s chassis - Only ten being made 

★ ★★★★ 

Ariel Atom V8 500 

165 R 

£146,699 

8/3000 

475/10,500 

284/7750 

550kg 

877 

3.0 

5.8 

170 

- 

- 

+ An experience unlike anything else on Planet Car - £150K for an Atom 

★★★★★ 

Ar'elAtomJSS 

7130 

'06-72 

4/1998 

245/8200 

155/5200 

500kg 

498 

32 

- 

150 

- 

33.0 

+ TheAtomfitstgotalttde &tt better - Csn stiiibealXt draughty- 

★★★★★ 

Are! Atom 3 Supercha;ged 

mR 

’09- V 

4/1998 

300/8700 

162/7200 

55GHg 

S54 

33 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ it’s briiiijnt- It’s meotai 

★ ★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 

BOR 

£89,994 

8/4735 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1710kg 

250 

4.7 

- 

180 

328 

20.4 

+ Sportiest, coolest drop-top Aston in years - Starting to feel its age 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S Roadster 

161 R 

£108,995 

8/4735 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1690kg 

258 

4.6 

- 

189 

299 

21.9 

+ Sounds amazing, looks even better - Still not the best drop-top in its class 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S Roadster 

202 D 

£147,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1745kg 

329 

4.1 

- 

201 

343 

- 

+ A brilliant two-seat roadster... - ...let down by a frustrating gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Yf2 Vant^e Roadster 

175 R 

12-’14 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

1760kg 

294 

44 

- 

m 

- 

- 

+ As good as coijpe, with ampr^'id V>2 rumbie - Just a smidgen shakier 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB9 Volante 

150 0 

£141,995 

12/5935 

470/6000 

443/5000 

1815kg 

263 

4.6 

- 

190 

368 

18.2 

+ Consummate cruiser and capable when pushed - Roof-up wind noise 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DBS Voiante 

J33D 

’09-V 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

1810kg 

2S6 

43 

- 

191 

388 

17.3 

+ A feeigtiod csrpar excel/ence -ft’sa&dofa heavyweight 

★★★★☆ 

Audi TTS Roadster 

W2D 

m-^4 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/25G0 

1455kg 

W 

56 

- 

155 

1S9 

34.9 

+ EffalieniyrpJck - Long-term appertiopen to question 

★★★★★ 

Audi TTRS Roadster 

WD 

'09- f4 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

1510kg 

225 

47 

- 

155 

212 

310 

+Jerrific engine... - isthe best th’ng about it 

irkirk^ 

Audi TT Roadster (Mkl 225Pip) 

OWR 

W-06 

4/1781 

225/59Q0 

206/2200 

1395kg 

?d4 

fi.9 

20.0 

150 

- 

30.4 

+ Wimw onine King’s Road - TrJgis Boxster on trtei^n road 

irkirlrk 

AudiS5 Cabriolet 

130 0 

£46,770 

6/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1875kg 

178 

5.6 

- 

155 

199 

33.2 

+ Gets the S4’s trick supercharged engine - Bordering on dull 

★★★★☆ 

AudiRS5 Cabriolet 

1790 

£69,505 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1920kg 

235 

4.9 


155 

249 

26.4 

+ Pace, looks, interior, naturally aspirated V8 - Not the last word in fun or involvement 

★★★★☆ 

Audifi54 Cabrio!et 

094 D 

’06- G8 

8/4163 

4I4//8UU 

317/5500 

1845kg 

228 

49 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ That engine - WSiXj^e wobbie, wiOO-'e wobbie.jctiyonapitite 

irkikirk 

Audi R8V8 Spyder 

1860 

£102,385 

8/4163 

m/7900 

317/6000 

1660kg 

259 

4.8 


187 

337 

19.6 

+ More delicate and subtle than the VIO - The VIO sounds even better 

★★★★★ 

AudiR8 VIO Spyder 

185 R 

£123,485 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1720kg 

306 

4.1 


194 

349 

19.0 

+ Sensational for the money - Not quite a rival for the 458 and 12C Spiders 

★ ★★★★ 

BAC Mono 

189 R 

£114,045 

4/2261 

280/7700 

206/6000 

540kg 

527 

2.8 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ The most single-minded track car available - That means no passengers... 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GTV8 Convertible 

168 R 

£150,200 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2395kg 

212 

4.7 


187 

254 

25.9 

+ One of the world’s best topless GTs - Still no sports car 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT V8 S Convertible 

194 0 

£160,500 

8/3993 

521/6000 

502/1700 

2395kg 

221 

4.5 

- 

191 

258 

25.4 

+ A true drivers’ Bentley - Excessively heavy; feels like it could give more 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Conti GT Speed Convertible 

1870 

£181,000 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2420kg 

263 

4.1 


203 

347 

19.0 

+ Effortless performance, style - Running costs a tad on the high side 

★★★★★ 

BenpcyCi^'^mentaiSuperspO'ds 

HID 

nv 

12/5998 

621/6000 

590/2000 

2395kg 

m 

J9 

- 

202 

388 

17.3 

+ Ea$i cap^'ejnd/efUncd- Coupe doestneSuperspo^'ts thmg better 

★★★★★ 

Bent'eyCgntmentaiiSTC Speed 

UW 

’09-'V 

12/5998 

' 600/6000 

590/1750 

2485kg 

2i5 

4 5 

- 

200 

396 

I'lO 

+ A gre^t converVb-eiik tgot better - OpPonai carbon brakes a neces.sCy 

★★★★★ 

BMW Z4 sDrive 35i M Sport (Mk2) 

186 0 

£43,005 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

1505kg 

204 

5.2 


155 

219 

30.1 

+ Looks, hard-top versatility, drivetrain - Clumsy chassis is upset by ragged surfaces 

★★★★★ 

BMWZ430ii(Mi(^) 

094 D 

’Oo-’og 

6/2996 

265/6600 

232/2750 

1310kg 

2€5 

57 

- 

155 

- 

32.9 

+ Terrific straight-$tx-Hanp:;ngn{}t as piay.^ui as m^’d'ike 

★★★★☆ 

BMW Z4M Roadster 

0$1R 

’06 09 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/4900 

1410kg 

244 

£8 

- 

155 

- 

723 

+ Exhiiaf.2Pngandcharactirfui, that engine- Spiff suspefti'on 

★★★★★ 

BMWMRoadster 

_0p2R 

'96-02 

6/3246 

325/7400 

258/49(10 

1375kg 

240 

53 

- 

155 

- 

25.4 

+ Eres^‘3(rM3, that motPrfivntyiooks-MCoupedP^es better 

irkirkir 

BMW 435i Convertible 

194 0 

£44,980 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1740kg 

176 

5.6 


155 

190 

34.8 

+ Impressive chassis, smart looks, neat roof - Extra weight, not as composed as coupe 

irkirkit 

BMW M4 Convertible (F83) 

202 0 

£60,745 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1750kg 

247 

4.6 


155 

213 

31.0 

+ As good as fast four-seat drop-tops get... - ...but still not as good as a coupe or saloon 

irkirkk- 

BMWM3Convertibie(E'B) 

mo 

’08-13 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

1810kg 

232 

53 

- 

155 

297 

72.2 

+ MDCT transmission, pace, ^k roof - Extraweight biuntstneedge 

★★★★☆ 

BMWM3Convertibie(Ei6) 

035 D 

'0!-'06 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

1655kg 

707 

53 

- 

155 

- 

733 

+ That engine - Gets the wobbies on British B-ro^ps 

★★★★★ 

BMW M6 Convertibie 

098 D 

’06 ^0 

10/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

1930kg 

264 

48 

- 

155 

252 

192 

+ Composure, grip}, pon-cr, comfcrt-SteeringtsCksfeeiatiOwspeed 

★★★★★ 

BMWZ8 

076 R 

’00- ’03 

5/4941 

400/6600 

369/3800 

1585kg 

256 

4,8 

IV 

155' 

- 

14.4 

+ M5-poweted sup^^-sportster- ¥5’s more fun to ifSve 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven 160 

198 R 

£18,330 

4/660 

80/7000 

79/3400 

490kg 

166 

6.5 

- 

100 

- 

- 

+ The fabulous Seven formula at its most basic - Gets pricey with options 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Roadsport 125 

105 R 

£23,330 

4/1595 

125/6100 

120/5350 

539kg 

235 

5.9 

- 

112 

- 

- 

+ New Ford-engined model isjust great - Bigger drivers need SV model 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Supersport 

165 R 

£24,830 

4/1595 

140/6900 

120/5790 

520kg 

273 

4.9 


120 


- 

+ One of the best Caterhams is less than £20K... - ...if you build it yourself 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Supersport R 

180 0 

£28,330 

4/1999 

180/7300 

143/6100 

535kg 

342 

4.8 

- 

130 

- 

- 

+ The best road-and-track Seven yet - Impractical, noisy, uncomfortable 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Superlight R400 

105 R 

£36,330 

4/1999 

210/7800 

152/5750 

525kg 

406 

3.8 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ R400 reborn with (lots of) Ford power - Slightly hesitant low-rev pick-up 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven Superlight R500 

123 R 

£43,055 

4/1999 

263/8500 

177/7200 

506kg 

528 

2.9 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Better power-to-weight ratio than a Veyron - Until you add the driver 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Seven CSR 260 Superlight 

094 R 

£45,330 

4/2261 

256/7500 

200/6200 

565kg 

460 

3.8 


155 


- 

+ Brilliant for high days, holidays and trackdays - Wet Wednesdays 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Seven 620R 

187 R 

£50,555 

4/1999 

311/7700 

219/7350 

545kg 

580 

2.8 

- 

155 


- 

+ Banzai on track, yet still relevant on the road - £50k for a Seven? 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Se^en Superiigbt R300 

mR 

’09''!2 

4/1999 

175/7000 

139/6000 

_ 515Mg _ 

345 

45 

- 

no 

- 

- 

^Posdbiy jii the Caterham yyu need - Tths^'re 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Levanie 

131R 

’09 - !0 

8/2398 ■ 

■ 550/10000 

'3O0/85CO 

52Ckg 

1074 

4.8 

$.2 

'50 

- 

- 

+ TWie:hep6wef-toweiginf3UoofaVeyhn!'-fi!dteasyto {in\e sdwiy 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Se\^en R3Q0 

008 R 

O2-’06 

4/1796 

160/7000 

130/5000 

SOGkg 

328 

47 

- 

130 

- 

- 

+ Our 2002 TrackdayCSroftr^e Year- Upt fur wimps 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Se^en R400 

0&8R 

’03-06 

4/1796 

200/7500 

150/5750 

49Gkg 

415 

3 9 

- 

}i0 

- 

- 

+ Race-cirwithanumberpidle- Your missus iYiiieave you 

★★★★★ 

Caterham Se<tvn R500 

700 R 

’99 '06 

4/1796 

230/8600 

155/7200 

460kg 

90 

3.6 

8.8 

146 

- 

- 

+ The K-sehfs Seivn at its very best- No -cup hoiders 

★ ★★★★ 

Caterham Se^dn R500 Evoiut'^dn 

069R 

04 

4/1998 

250/8000 

190/4000 

460kg 

552 

39 

83 

no 

- 

- 

+ Madm than Mad JJCkMcMad- £r,fTsaQttnt3d 

★★★★★ 

Donkervoort D8 GTO Performance 

185 R 

£120,000 

5/2480 

375/5500 

350/1750 

695kg 

548 

2.8 


168 


- 

+ There’s nothing else like it - Pricey for a car with a five-cylinder engine 

★ ★★★★ 

Ferrari California T 

198 0 

£154,490 

8/3855 

552/7500 

557/4750 

1729kg 

324 

3.6 

- 

196 

250 

26.9 

+ Turbocharged engine is a triumph - Still places daily useability above outright thrills 

★★★★★ 

Ferrsftcs/itiofffa 

yrw 

OP- H 

6/4297 

483/7750 

372/5000 

1705kg 

290 

3.8 

- 

193 

299 

- 

+ geyfsed with sharperpet7ormanceci'‘.cl dynamics -Vike’ditill take a i58 Spider 

★★★★★ 

Ho.'^aSZOOO 

118 D 

'99 09 

4/1997 

237/8300 

153/7500 

1260kg 

t91 

62 

- 

no 

- 

28.2 

+ An aiternaPie And rev-hapfiy roadster - The Boxsrp' s better 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar F-type Convertible 

186 R 

£58,535 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1597kg 

213 

5.3 


161 

205 

32.1 

+ Beautiful, enjoyable, responsive - Noticeablyjunior to the V6 S 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar F-type S Convertible 

183 R 

£67,535 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1614kg 

236 

4.9 


171 

209 

32.1 

+ Better-damped and more rounded than the V8 S - A Boxster S is £20k cheaper 

★ ★★★★ 

Jaguar F-type V8 S Convertible 

183 R 

£79,995 

8/5000 

488/6500 

461/2500 

1665kg 

298 

4.3 

- 

186 

259 

25.5 

+ Wilder than the V6 S - Could be too exuberant for some 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XK 5.0 Convertible 


£60,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1621kg 

238 

5.3 


155 

264 

25.2 

+ Basic XK gets extra power... - ...but loses some of its GT refinement 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XKR Convertible 

BOR 

£75,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1725kg 

296 

4.6 

- 

155 

292 

23.0 

+ Gains Jag’s fantastic new V8 - Loses sporting ground to its main foes 

★★★★☆ 

Jaguar XKR-S Convertible 

167 R 

£104,490 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1725kg 

319 

4.2 


186 

292 

23.0 

+ Loud and mad; most exciting Jag in years - It’s also the most expensive in years 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXK 

moR 

'06-09 

5/4196 

294/6000 

307/4100 

1635kg 

1.63 

66 

- 

155 

- 

25.0 

+ Emytxt as good asineXK coupe -294bhp %VlioniyfU%t enough 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXKR 


’06-09 

8/4196 

414/6250 

413/4000 

1705kg 

247 

SO 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ f^itjAg sports arforyej^s - Overwra^nt de: 3 ''>ng 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXKR 

004 R 

97-06 

8/3996 

37G/6150 

387/3600 

1750kg 

215 

5.4 

12.8 

155 

- 

15.6 

+ HU(ficape-in-the-hair mofO/ing- A danger to toupees everywhere 

★★★★★ 

KTMX-BowGT 

183 0 

£95,880 

4/1984 

281/6400 

310/3200 

875kg 

326 

4.1 

- 

144 

189 

34.0 

+ Extraordinary ability, now in a more road-friendly package - Price 

★★★★★ 

KTMX-BowR 

165 R 

£87,480 

4/1984 

296/5500 

295/3300 

818kg 

368 

3.6 


144 


- 

+ Sharper handling, more power - Pity it’s not even lighter, and cheaper 

irkirkk 

KTMX-Bqw 

7j8R 

’0$ V 

4/1984 

237/5500 

229/2000 

816kg 

294 

3.8 

- 

137 

- 

- 

+ Madiookj,; reaiqujniy feei - Hejif'lerjnd pricier than you d hope 

kkkkk 


PAST 

master 


Sixteen years ago, evo’s 
John Barker was the first 
journalist to drive the new 
R34 Skyline on UK roads 


Nissan Skyline GT-R (R34) Issue 009, July 1 999 


The declared output Is 276bhp, but the R34 has 320 - nearer 
350 with the NIsmo pipe. Press the throttle hard and the 
stralght-six picks up keenly, even from low revs. It gives a 
bigger, crisper shove than the R33, one that Is noticeably 
smoother and sustained right up to 7500rpm. 

At any speed, the nose of the R34 feels simply nailed to 


the tarmac. It gives the Impression there’s no corner It can’t 
just dive Into, apex-perfect. In faster turns a sharp steering 
Input will get the tall drifting, but traction and torque are 
pretty well matched, so you can’t hang It out on a bootful of 
gas. The R34 could certainly handle a power hike, but I don’t 
have an unfulfilled hankering for more.’ 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

0 

0 

0 

Max mph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Lotus Elisel.6 

144 D 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

876kg 

155 

6.0 


127 

149 

45.0 

+ New 1.6 Elise is light J.ibfantastic - Smaller engine could put some off 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elisel.6 Club Racer 

183 R 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

852kg 

160 

6.0 


127 

149 

45.0 

+ Even lighter, even more focused - A touch pricey for a stripped-out Elise 

★ ★★★★ 

Lotus EliseS 

172 R 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

924kg 

239 

4.2 

- 

145 

175 

37.5 

+ New supercharged Elise boasts epicgripand pace -£37K before (pricey) options... 

★★★★★ 

Lotus EliseS Club Racer 

189 D 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

905kg 

244 

4.2 


145 

175 

37.5 

+ Purist approach intensifies ability - Lightest, option-free spec requires commitment 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige S Roadster 

186 R 

£55,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1166kg 

301 

4.0 

- 

145 

236 

28.0 

+ Like the hard-top Exige S, but more road-friendly - BoxsterS is a better all-rounder 

★ ★★★★ 

LCtvsEliseR 

0&8R 

’04 77 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

86GKg 

223 

%6 

13.9 

750 

m 

34.4 

+ Most thrillsome Elise yet - Blaring engine note 

★★★★★ 

L^>ihsEliseSC 

niR 

’Oi-H 

4/1794 

218/8000 

156/5000 

87G/ig 

■m 

4.5 

TU 

148 

'99 

33.2 

+ Alltne usual Elise ma^c - Superchayge d engine iKts sparkle 

★★★★★ 

[oWs EliseS' 8 

\04R 

’06- 70 

4/1794 

134/6260 

127/4200 

860kg 

158 

&3 

18.7 

127 

- 

37.2 

+ Brillisntentry-ievel Elise- Precious ttttle 

★★★★★ 

LcfnisEiise ms 

G49R 

■C2-’04 

4/1796 

156/7000 

129/4650 

860kg 

J§7 

51 

- 

131 

- 

4C.9 

+ A genuinely useable Elise - Air-ccn? In an Ekie? 

★★★★★ 

ictus EliseSpi-'t 735 

OiOD 

•03 

4/1796 

135/6200 

129/4850 

726kg 

IS 9 

54 

- 

729 

- 

- 

+ OneofourfaveS2El'ies- Brakes need more bite and peC3 Peel 

★★★★★ 

LCtusEliseSpO't^iO 

m4R 

03 

4/1796 

190/7800 

128/5000 

710kg 

m 

47 

t2.1 

135 

- 

- 

+ Eabulous trackday tool- Pitcey 

★★★★★ 

ictus Elise{!Sl) 

126 R 

'9^00 

4/1796 

118/5500 

122/JOOO 

731kg 

164 

£.7 

18.5 

126 

- 

39.4 

+ A moderndiiiic-A tad impracfical? 

★★★★★ 

Uftus 2-Eleven Superchas^Hd 

VSR 

■Old 

4/1796 

252/8000 

179/7000 

670kg 

m 

3.8 

- 

ISO 

- 

- 

+ lmpreii\e on road a^d track -^6t hardcore enough fCrsome 

★★★★★ 

ictus 2-Eleven QT4 

mp 

’09-11 

4/1796 

266/8200 

179/7200 

670kg 

m 

37 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ wo TrackCarofthe Year 2009 -It’s a 76-grand ictus with no roof 

★★★★★ 

Lotus 2-Eleven 

126 R 

01 V 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

72P\g 

267 

43 

- 

UO 

- 

- 

+ f3r cffsupercha>-gcd car s pace - Pftceycnce tfsmade rose- legal 

★★★★★ 

lotus 340R 

126 R 

W 

4/1796 

190/7800 

146/5000 

653Xg 

293 

4.5 

12.5 

126 

- 

- 

+ Hardcore road -racer... - ...that looks nke a dune buggy from Mars 

★★★★★ 

ictus if an SE 

mp 

W-95 

4/1588 

165/6600 

148/4200 

1022kg 

164 

67 

- 

137 

- 

21.0 

+ A wesome front-dnxe chat 9s - Rather uninvC’^ tng 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio 

142 D 

£98,340 

8/4691 

434/7000 

332/4750 

1980kg 

223 

5.2 

- 

177 

337 

19.5 

+ As good to drive as it is to look at - Lacks the grunt of some rivals 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio Sport 

161 D 

£103,935 

8/4691 

444/7000 

376/4750 

1980kg 

228 

5.0 

- 

177 

377 

19.5 

+ Looks, performance, cruising ability - Brakes could be sharper 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio MC 

185 D 

£111,770 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1973kg 

234 

4.9 

- 

179 

337 

19.5 

+ Most powerful GranCabrio yet - The GranCabrio is starting to show its age 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-51.8iSE(Mk3.5) 


£18,495 

4/1798 

124/6500 

123/4500 

1075kg 

117 

9.9 


121 

167 

39.8 

+ Basic MX-5 offers plenty of fun - But you’ll probably want the 2.0’s power 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-5 R’ster Coupe 2.0i (Mk3.5) 

170 R 

£23,095 

4/1999 

158/7000 

139/5000 

1173kg 

137 

7.9 

- 

136 

181 

36.2 

+ Handles brilliantly again - Less than macho image; no soft-top option with 2-litre engine ★★★★★ 

MarCaMX-SrSi (M^,V 

09! R 

’OS 09 

4/1798 

724/6500 

12y^500 

d55kg 

m 

93 

- 

722 

- 

- 

+ Gearchsi^e, inteyfor - Lost some of the charm of old MX Ss; dubious handrng 

★★★★★ 

MarCaMX-5j8i(Mn2) 

Qt7R 

■9S-'05 

4/1839 

146/7000 

V4/5000 

1065kg 

HO 

86 

- 

U3 

- 

32.5 

+ Affordable ragtopsden’t get much better- Cheap cabin 

★★★★★ 

ManaMX-5>6(M<il) 

WR 

'$9-97 

4/1597 

W6500 

100/5500 

97tkg 

m 

9.0 

- 

V,4 

- 

- 

+ The criginal and itill (pretty mu-ttf) the best- Less than rigid 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK350 Sport 

161 R 

£44,605 

6/3498 

302/6500 

273/3500 

1465kg 

209 

5.5 


155 

167 

39.8 

+ Best non-AMG SLK yet - Still no Boxster-beater 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG 

186 R 

£55,345 

8/5461 

416/6800 

398/4500 

1615kg 

262 

4.6 

- 

155 

195 

33.6 

+ Quicker and more economical than ever - Needs to be sharper, too 

★★★☆★ 

Mercedes-Be^zSLMSSAH/G 

m7R 

’05 -^O 

8/5439 

355/5750 

57V4000 

1575kg 

??9 

49 

- 

155 

- 

235 

+ Superb engine, respCdive ch3 Sits - No manual Cpllon, ESP spiUls fun 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-B^:>'^zSLi^5A¥G Bl3>:k Series 

iiOR 

■07-08 

8/5439 

394/5750 

383/3750 

1495kg 

268 

4.9 

n.2 

174 

- 

- 

+ AMG ^cts serious -Duf -lotted 7G-Trortc auto OCX, uneven dynamics 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL500 

169 D 

£81,915 

8/4663 

429/5250 

516/1800 

1710kg 

255 

4.6 

- 

155 

212 

31.0 

+ Wafty performance, beautifully engineered - Lacks ultimate sports car feel 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

171 D 

£112,510 

8/5461 

530/5500 

590/2000 

1770kg 

304 

4.3 


155 

231 

- 

+ Monster performance, lighter than before - Still heayy, steering lacks consistency 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 

183 D 

£170,815 

12/5980 

621/4800 

737/2300 

1875kg 

336 

4.0 

- 

155 

270 

24.4 

+ Chassis just about deals with the power - Speed limits 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

iUD 

’06-13 

8/6308 

518/6800 

464/5200 

1970kg 

278 

4 6 

- 

755 

328 

20.0 

+ More focused than old SL55 A MG - Lost some of Its roifid appeal 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Be'tzSLSSAMG 

070 R 

■D2-’07 

8/5439 

493/6100 

516/2650 

1955kg 

756 

46 

m2 

155 

- 

- 

+ AsfastasaMufCt&aso- Nctasmuchlun 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65AVG 

orw 

’04-70 

12/5930 

60i/4800 

737/2000 

2035kg 

302 

*1 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ Gob-smackingpcfformance- Gob-snraciiin§lyprfcey 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Roadster 

167 R 

£176,985 

8/6208 

563/6800 

479/4750 

1660kg 

345 

3.7 

- 

197 

308 

21.4 

+ Loses none of the coupe’s talents - But (understandably) loses the gullwing doors 

★★★★★ 

Mini JCW Convertible (R57) 

BOR 

£24,950 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/1850 

1230kg 

172 

6.9 

- 

146 

169 

38.7 

+ A manlier Mini cabrio. As hardcore as the hatch... - ...which is still better 

★★★★★ 

Morgans Wheeler 

198 R 

£25,950 

2/1976 

82/5250 

103/3250 

525kg 

159 

6.0 


115 

215 

30.3 

+ Quirky, characterful, brilliant - Can become a two-wheeler if you push too hard 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Plus 8 Speedster 

202 R 

£69,995 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1000kg 

368 

4.2 

- 

148 

282 

23.3 

+ Fantastic old-school roadster experience -Getsunsettled by big bumps 

★★★★☆ 

Morgan Plus 8 

171 R 

£86,345 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1100kg 

334 

4.4 

- 

155 

256 

25.7 

+ Hilarious mix of old looks and new mechanicals- Refinement isdefinitely old-school 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Aero SuperSports 

145 R 

£128,045 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1180kg 

312 

4.2 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ As above, with a V8 and targa top - It’s proper supercar money 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Aero 8 

105 R 

■V2-’08 

3/4799 

362/6300 

361/3400 

ilOOkg 

m 

45 

- 

7?0 

- 

25.2 

+ Glorious sound, x'ewavCr bonnet, dynamics -Awkward-ioCking rear 

★★★★★ 

Ms sjn 3701 Roadster 

7i3R 

10-14 

6/3696 

326/7000 

269/5200 

1554kg 

213 

55 

- 

755 

262 

25.2 

+ The Zeds old-school character remains intac t - Hs purposeful looks (lCr7 ’t 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster (981) 

172 R 

£38,810 

6/2706 

261/6700 

206/4500 

1310kg 

202 

5.4 

- 

164 

192 

34.5 

+ Goes & looks better; cleanest Boxster ever - Steering now electric to help cut C02 

★★★★★ 

Porsche BoxsterS (981) 

186 R 

£47,035 

6/3436 

311/6700 

265/4500 

1320kg 

239 

5.1 


173 

206 

32.1 

+ Boxster steps out of 91Ts shadow - But gets 91Ts less appealing electric steering 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster GTS (981) 

203 D 

£52,879 

6/3436 

325/6700 

273/4500 

1345kg 

246 

5.0 

- 

174 

211 

31.4 

+ Superb dynamics, fantastic engine, great loooks - Sport suspension is very firm 

★★★★★ 

Po'scde Boxster (9fi7) 


’05-72 

6/1693 

252/6400 

214/4400 

1335kg 


59 

- 

763 

221 

30.0 

+ Second-gen Boxster s as brilliant as ever- it’sa typically Porsche rede^gn 

★★★★★ 

Pasd^e BoxsterS (9$7) 

7^1 R 

’05 'f2 

6/3436 

306/6400 

265/5500 

1355kg 

229 

53 

- 

710 

223 

29.7 

+ As above, but with more poorer- Lighter steed^g than before 

★★★★★ 

PorscPe Boxster Spyder (% 7 ) 

I88R 

10-12 

6/3436 

316/7200 

273/4750 

1275kg 

252 

50 

- 

tod 

221 

29.1 

+ Lightfi-, more Crtvef-cenfric Boxster - Collapsed-b'py roof net me most practical 

★★★★★ 

Pors^eBoxslnr i98d) 

049 R 

’99-'04 

6/2687 

228/6300 

192/4700 

1275kg 

182 

63 

- 

755 

- 

29.1 

+ Still an impeccstXe sportscar- VeryiKtie 

★★★★★ 

Po' szdPe BoxsterS (9S6) 

bfOR 

’99-04 

6/3179 

260/62C0 

2^/4700 

1320kg 

200 

55 

- 

164 " 

- 

2d.9 

+ Added pomtr is seC-jcUve- As above 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet (991) 

183 R 

£82,072 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1450kg 

242 

5.0 

- 

178 

217 

30.7 

+ Brilliant engine - Doesn’t quite have the ‘magic at any speed’ character of previous 911s 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S Cabriolet (991) 

171 R 

£92,108 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1465kg 

273 

4.6 

- 

187 

229 

29.1 

+ All-new open 911 drivesjust like the coupe - Which means the same artificial steering 

★★★★★ 

Forsake Tuvo Cabriolet (997) 

739 D 

‘07-72 

6/3800 

493/6000 

479/1950 

1645kg 

j05 

3.8 

- 

794 

275 

24.1 

+ Absurdly cuick and capable drop- top - ’d still take tne coupe 

★★★★★ 

Po'-^if'e CH TurOo Cabrio'ct (990) 

060 R 

’oyo5 

6/3596 

414/6000 

4W4600 

1700kg 

250 

47 

- 

7$5 

- 

- 

+ Faster than you 'll ever need it to be - Just t<ne image th*ng again 

★★★★★ 

Radical SR3SL 

174 R 

£81,300 

4/2000 

300/6000 

265/4000 

795kg 

383 

3.0 

- 

161 

- 

- 

+ Our 2011 Track Car of the Yea r, and it’s road-legal - You’ll need to wrap up warm 

★★★★★ 

RadlLOlSRBLM 

738 R 

’0!?-72 

8/2800 

460/10 500 

260/8000 

680kg 

687 

32 

- 

168 

- 

- 

+ Fastest car arcund tne Nordschr&te - CCCvinang people .7 ’s road legal 

★★★★★ 

Renault Sp-i't Spider 

7S3R 

'96-99 

4/1998 

148/6000 

133/45D0 

93Qkg 

157 

65 

- 

131 

- 

- 

+ Rarity, fabulous uns iitsted steering feel - Heavier than you d hope 

★★★★★ 

Toaa Roadster 

t3IR 

’03 ■12 

185kW 

243/4500 

273A) 

m3Kg 

196 

5,0 

14.3 

120 

0 

(Va 

+ If this is the future, ns going to be fun -Limited range, high pace 

★★★★★ 

Toyota MR2 

t57R 

’00-06 

4/1794 

138/6400 

125/4400 

975kg 

741 

1.2 


130 

- 

38.2 

+ Tight lines, taut dynamics - Minimal luggage space 

★★★★★ 

TVR Tamora 

070 R 

Ot-07 

6/3605 

350/7200 

290/5500 

1050kg 

338 

45 

- 

160 

- 

- 

+ vyeii-soaed soTt-top TYR-Awkwa-dstyrng 

★★★★★ 

T\rR Tuscan Convertible 

OCIR 

’05-07 

6/3996 

365/6800 

315/6000 

rOOkg 

337 

3.8 

$1 

195+ 

- 

- 

+ Spirit of tneQriff reborn- Overl95mpn?Reany? 

★★★★★ 

TVRChima&aSO 

mR 

93 03 

3/4988 

320/5500 

320/3750 

1060kg 

307 

46 

- 

W 

- 

26.4 

+ GorgeCds noise, tarmac rfpplinggrifit- Details 

★★★★★ 

7\mGdrmhi3 

068 R 

'92-93 

3/4280 

280/5500 

305/4000 

1060kg 

'268 ' 

4.8 

n.2 

748 

- 

- 

+ Thecar that made TVR. Cult status- Mere details 

★★★★★ 

nmGfimhsco 

009R 

■ 93- ■01 

3/4988 

320/5500 

320/3750 

1060kg 

X>7 

4,8 

n.2 

167 

- 

22.1 

+ &uffdiamcir}d- A few rough edges 

★★★★★ 

VauxhjflVX220 

033 R 

’00-04 

4/2198 

145/5800 

150/4000 

875kg 

168 

56 

- 

736 

- 

34.4 

+ Absurdly good Vauxhail- The badge? 

★★★★★ 

Vauxh3''IVX220Tumo 

066 R 

’03 05 

4/1998 

197/5500 

184/1950 

930kg 

215 

47 

- 

151 

- 

- 

+ Nothrng comes close tGr the money- Marginal everyday usability 

★★★★★ 




THE THRILL OF DRIVING - NOW ON T-SHIRTS! 
View the full range atevo,co,uh Prices from just £16,99 
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Protect yourself from the Asteriod Belt 

Generation 2 Self Healing Protection has Arrived. 

Having brought the first Generation of Self Healing Film to the 
UK two years ago, our Technicians have 'added the latest , 
Second Generation self healing Protective technology to pur ' 
Inventory. ^ ■, 

In your intergalactic travels protecting yourself from those 
micro meteor impacts has never been more important. We all 
know respraying your ship in some far off location is a bit of a 
pain, much better to not have to. Best of all though wear and 
tear from scratches picked up in your travels is very 
disconcerting to the Locals; abductions go much easier when 
you have.a scratch free shiny ship when visiting Earth. 


stone chip protection 
combat swirl marks 
self-healing technologies 
protect from - 

■ stone chips 
- swirl marks 
• bird lime 

■ brake fluid & oil resistant 

concours winning finish 
best in ciass for durability 


For the best paint protection in the Galaxy drop in to planet 
earth and contact our specialists on 01733 390777, or fire up 
the Intergalactic net and warp to www.paintshield.co.uk and 
they will.get you protected and on your way in next to no time 
(theory of relativity applies). 


t 

f 


01733 390777 
01733 390778 


H Q info@paintshield.co.uk 
H www.paintshield.co.uk 



Paintshield Ltd ■ Unit 4 ■ Morley Court ■ Morley Way ■ Peterborough ■ Cambridgeshire ■ PE2 7BW 
t: 01733 390777 ■ f: 01733 390778 ■ web: www.paintshield.co.uk ■ e: info(gpaintshield. co.uk 



Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Porsche 911 GT3. You might think the GT3’s win at 
evo Car of the Year 2013 was a foregone conciusion, but 
neither of the iast two GT3s (the 997.2 and 997.1) ciaimed 
an eCoty titie. Yet the 991 managed it, and in a vintage year 
too (Ferrari F12, Merc SLS Biack). Yes, it reaiiy is that good. 



Best of the Rest 

Aston’s V12 Vantage S (ieft) is a deepiy weii-sorted drivers’ 
car. The Cayman S is a truiy briiiiant aii-rourder, whiie Jaguar’s 
F-type R Coupe is the best F-type yet, and finished second in 
Car of the Year 2014. Mercedes’ new AMG GT is aiso a great 
drive - enough to troubie the 911 and Audi R8. 


Coupes /GTs 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Max mph 

C02g/km 

ECmpg 

evo rating 


Alfa Romeo 4C 

190 R 

£45,000 

4/1742 

237/6000 

258/2200 

895kg 

269 

4.5 

- 

160 

157 

41.5 

+ Carbonfibre tub, mini-supercar looks - Flot hatch engine, clunky gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Alfa 8C CompeVzione 

720 R 

'Or-V9 

8/4691 

450/7000 

354/4750 

i585kg 


ii 


m 

- 

- 

+ /.co.*s, exclusivity, noise, bab'^ce - Tffey'reailsold 

★★★★★ 

Alpina D4 Biturbo 

206 R 

£50,950 

6/2993 

345/4000 

516/1500 

1585kg 

221 

4.6 

- 

173 

139 

53.3 

+ Fifth-gear oversteer - Sounds like a diesel; fuel economy not as good as you might hope ★★★★★ 

Alpina B4 Biturbo 

206 R 

£58,950 

6/2979 

404/5500 

442/3000 

1615kg 

254 

4.2 

- 

188 

177 

37.2 

+ More tiuid than tne M4; better traction, too - Not as precise as tne M-car over tne limit 

★★★★★ 

Alp-^^aB3BitU'0o(EkV 

JGBR 

01 73 

6/2979 

355/5500 

369/3800 

i570kg 

230 

48 

- 

177 

- 

29.1 

+Alp!7\3’sM3altern3ne - Too refined for some 

★★★★★ 

Alp-^aB3aT3(E^3) 

nOD 

72-13 

6/2979 

402/6000 

39SA^0 

i535kg 

2q6 

44 

- 

m 


- 

+ Alp'nd ’s M3 QTS alternJT\e - Auto gearddx frustrates when press^g on 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

169 D 

£84,995 

8/4735 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1630kg 

262 

4.7 

- 

180 

328 

20.4 

+ 2012 upgrades keep the V8 Vantage on song - Starting to feel a little dated, though 

★★★★Yr 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S 

168 R 

£99,995 

8/4735 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1610kg 

271 

4.5 

- 

189 

299 

21.9 

+ Keener engine, V12 Vantage looks - Slightly sluggish auto only 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S 

190 R 

£138,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1665kg 

345 

3.7 

ft 7 

205 

388 

17.3 

+ The best car Aston Martin currently makes - Old-school automated 'box 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vi2 VantJpe 

7i6R 

W- f3 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i680kg 

308 

4.4 

m 

+ Thec^r we tvpedtne V8 VantJpe woutdbe - Erm, a nd thirsty? 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12Zagato 

IS/F 

V 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i680kg 

308 

42 


’40 

388 

17.3 

+ Thefaoks, t5enoise,tnew3yitdr{v:es-it’sseve^jltlmest*fepr>ceofa WVantjge 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB9 

178 R 

£131,995 

12/5935 

510/6500 

457/5500 

1785kg 

290 

4.6 

- 

183 

368 

18.2 

+ Better than the old DB9 in every respect - Automatic gearbox could be quicker 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin O&S 

U2R 


12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i69Sifg 

306 

42 

- 

m 

388 

17.3 

+ Stupendry^s engine, geamox. brakes - ^ticey. CSn bite :ne unwary 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin D87 Vant3ge 

OWR 

’00-05 

12/5935 

420/6000 

400/5000 

i770kg 

Z4i 

4.9 

11.2 

185 

- 

18.6 

+ 087 with nex-supercar pace - EiarTOUnguois edge 

★★★★★ 

Audi TT 2.0 TFSI (Mk3) 

204 R 

£32,410 

4/1984 

227/4500 

273/1650 

1230kg 

188 

6.0 

- 

155 

137 

47.9 

+ Desirable, grippy and effortlessly quick - Still not the last word in interaction 

★★★★★ 

Audi TT 2.0 TFSIquattro(Mk3) 

203 D 

£32,785 

4/1984 

227/4500 

273/1600 

1335kg 

173 

5.3 

- 

155 

149 

44.1 

+ Looks, interior, decent performance and handling - Lacks ultimate involvement 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTS(Mk3) 

202 R 

£38,900 

4/1984 

306/5800 

280/1800 

1365kg 

228 

4.9 

- 

155 

154 

- 

+ The most dynamically interesting TT yet - Still not as interactive as a Cayman 

★★★★★ 

AudiTT30TESI(M^2) 

755 R 

’05-14 

4/1984 

206/4300 

258/1600 

i295kg 

rdi 

5.3 

15.7 

152 

42.8 

+ Eront-OflKer loies noth'Og to quatt'O TTs - Steers ''ke a computergbP^e 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTS(Mk2) 

^3R 

’OS -74 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/2^0 

i395kg 

f95 

54 


155 

m 

3S8 

+ Usefully Qiider TTigre^tOrfi-etrain -Still steers "ke a computer gsme 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTRS(MkJ) 

758 R 

’09-t4 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

i450kg 

Z35 

44 

ill 

155 

^9 

3'4 

+ SubMleS ^fnoer turbo engine - Rest of package cat' t Qt/’e rhafCh it 

★★★★Yr 

Audi TT RS Plus (Mk7) 

7S5D 

12-’i4 

5/2480 

355/5500 

343/1650 

i450kg 

Z49 

43 

- 

174 

X9 

J14 

+ Stonkingly fast cross-co'Jhhy - Shockingly expeh'k'ke fdr a TT 

irkicik^ 

AudiTTSp&-t(Mk') 

081 D 

’05-C6 

4/iJ8i 

237/5700 

236/2300 

i390kg 

m 

57 


155 

- 

30.3 

+ Delicioijsly purposeful intehOr, Cdipchmis- fftynb steering 

★★★★YY 

AudiSS 

189 D 

£43,665 

6/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1675kg 

199 

4.9 

- 

155 

190 

34.9 

+ Supercharged V6 makes S5 cleaner and faster - Poor body control 

irkicitit 

Audi RS5 

206 R 

£59,870 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1715kg 

263 

4.5 

- 

155 

246 

26.9 

+ Brilliant engine and improved chassis - Lack of suspension travel; inconsistent steering 

★★★★Yr 

AudiR8V8 

201 R 

£93,735 

8/4163 

424/7900 

317/4500 

1560kg 

276 

4.1 

9.9 

188 

332 

19.9 

+ A true 911 alternative - Exclusivity comes at a price 

irkikikik 

AudiR8V10 

181 D 

£114,835 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1620kg 

325 

3.9 

8.4 

194 

346 

19.0 

+ Real supercar feel - The V8 is £20k less, and still superb 

★★★★★ 

Audi R8V10 Plus 

190 R 

£126,835 

10/5204 

542/8000 

398/6500 

1570kg 

351 

3.8 


198 

346 

19.0 

+ An R8 fit to take on the 458 and 12C - Firm ride may be too much for some 

★★★★★ 

Audi R8 LMX 

206 D 

£160,000 

10/5204 

562/8000 

398/6500 

1595kg 

358 

3.4 


198 

299 

21.9 

+ More of everything that makes the R8 great - S-tronic transmission not perfect 

irkik'k'k 

AudiRBGT 

169 E 

'10^72 

10/5204 

552/8000 

398/6500 

i52Dkg 

369 

36 

- 

m 

- 

- 

+ Everything we love about the R8-Hct as hardcore as we wanted 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GTV8 

' 178 R 

£136,500 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2220kg 

229 

4.6 

- 

188 

246 

27.0 

+ A proper drivers’ Bentley with decent economy - W12 suddenly seems pointless 

-kirkidr 

Bentley Continental GT V8 S 

204 F 

£146,000 

8/3933 

521/6000 

502/1700 

2220kg 

238 

4.3 

- 

192 

250 

26.4 

+ An even better drivers' Bentley - Vast weight makes its presence felt in harder driving 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT 

152 D 

£146,700 

12/5998 

567/6000 

516/1700 

2245kg 

257 

4.3 

• 

197 

338 

19.5 

+ 200mph in utter comfort - Weight, thirst 

irkicikit 

Bentley Continental GT Speed 

205 D 

£156,700 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2245kg 

283 

4.0 

- 

206 

338 

19.5 

+ Desirability meets exclusivity and performance - Ageing styling 

irkicikit 

Bentley Continental GT3-R 

203 D 

£237,500 

8/3993 

572/6000 

518/1700 

2120kg 

274 

3.6 

- 

170 

295 

22.2 

+ The best-handling Continental ever - Expensive; it still weighs 2120kg 

★★★★★ 

BMW^ 'iP'r&sM Coupe 

7S8R 

%’72 

6/2979 

335/5900 

369/1500 

i495kg 

ZZ8 

48 

- 

155 

JT4 

- 

+ Character, turLopaceJnd great looks- Came and wenttooiiulck 

★★★-★★ 

BMWM235i Coupe 

196 R 

£34,260 

6/2979 

321/5800 

332/1300 

1455kg 

224 

5.0 

- 

155 

189 

34.9 

+ Powertrain, chassis, looks, size - Limited-slip diff is an option, not standard 

★★★★★ 

BMW 435iM Sport Coupe 

189 D 

£41,665 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1510kg 

203 

5.4 

- 

155 

169 

35.8 

+ Better balance than 3-series saloon - Can feel characterless at lower speeds 

-kirkikit: 

BMWM4 

206 R 

£56,650 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1497kg 

288 

4.3 


155 

204 

32.1 

+ Ferociously fast - Only really sparkles when you’re on or over the limit 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E^2) 

mp 

’07-13 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

i580kg 

266 

4.3 

10.3 

.'55 

290 

22.8 

+ EeOds Cff^ii of Its If I'j/s - ...excep tthe cheaper 1- iedes M 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3GTS(E97) 

771 R 

TO- a 

S/436i 

444/8300 

324/3750 

i530kg 

y5 

43 


193 

295 

- 

+ Eligiiy excvdke, one of the most focused M-cars ever - Cood luck trying to hnd one 

irkikikik 

BMWM3(E4a) 

066 R 

’00-07 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

i495kg 

230 

5.1 

12.3 

155 

- 

237 

+ One of the best BMWs ever- ^ighfly. 3 fftncial steering feel 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3CS(E46) 

0B8R 

’05-07 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

i495kg 

230 

Si 


155 

- 

237 

+ CSL dynamics without CSL price- Loots tike the standard cir 

irkikikik 

BMWM3CSL (E46) 

ZDOR 

’03-04 

6/3246 

355/7900 

273/4900 

i385kg 

2u0 

S.3 

12.0 

155 

- 

- 

+ Still superb- Changestrom the automated iingle-clutch ’box are... a... bit... ^u^ish 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E36) 

748 R 

■93-’98 

6/3201 

321/7400 

258/3Z50 

rnokg 

223 

5.4 

12.8 

tS7 

- 

25.7 

+ Pe^forma^\'e, image- Neveroifiteasgoodastheoriginal 

irkkrieix 

BMWM3(EjO) 

~ 765R 

as 90 ~ 

4/2302 

^ 212/6750 

m/4600 

mSkg 

}S5 

A7 

17.8 

U7 

- 

203 ' 

+ Best M-cjrevdrl Race car dynamics forme road- tuD only 

irkkkk 

BMW Z4M Coupe 

097R 

’06-09 

6/3246 

338/7900 

26-7/4900 

i420kg 

242 

50 

- 

155 

- 

233 

+ A real prtms' car- You’ve got to be prepared to get stuck in 

★★★★★ 

BMW M Coupe 

005 R 

'96- 03 

6/3246 

325/7400 

258/3250 

i375Ag 

240 

Si 

- 

155 

- 

25.0 

+ tputck and characterful- LaOSsfinei^e 

irkkieix 

BMW640d 

165 D 

£63,130 

6/2993 

309/4400 

465/1500 

1790kg 

175 

5.5 

- 

155 

144 

51.4 

+ Great engine and economy, excellent build - Numb steering, unsettled B-road ride 

kkkkk 

BMWM6(Mk2) 

191 D 

£94,625 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1850kg 

303 

4.2 

- 

155 

232 

28.5 

+ Mighty ability, pace, technology - You’ll want the Competition Package upgrade too... 

kkkkk 

BMWM6 (MkV 

706 R 

’05- ’!0 

10/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

i6J5kg 

Jli 

4.8 

10.0 

155 

342 

19 8 

+ AwesomeGT, awesome sports Cir- SMC gearcpxrxrw off the pace 

kkkkk 

BMWi8 

203 R 

£99,895 

3/1500 

357/5800 

420/3700 

1485kg 

244 

4.4 

- 

155 

49 

134.5 

+ Brilliantly executed concept; sci-fi looks - Safe dynamic set-up 

kkkkk 

Chevrolet Camaro 

148 R 

£35,345 

8/6162 

426/5900 

420/4600 

1769kg 

245 

5.1 

- 

155 

329 

20.0 

+ Looks like a Transformer made real - We’d prefer it in robot mode 

kkkkk 

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Z51 (C7) 

197 R 

£61,520 

8/6162 

460/6000 

465/4600 

1539kg 

304 

4.4 

9.4 

180 

279 

23.5 

+ Performance, chassis balance, supple ride - Body control could be better 

kkkkk 

Chevrolet Corvette Z06 (C7) * 

206 R 

c£88,000 

8/6156 

650/6400 

650/3600 

1598kg 

413 

3.2 

- 

186 

- 

- 

+ Mind-boggling raw speed; surprisinglysophisticated-Edgywhen really pushed 

kkkkk 

Ford Mustang GT 

202 R 

c£34,000 

8/4951 

420/6500 

400/4250 

1678kg 

254 

4.4 

- 

155 


- 

+ Great bang per buck, but now handles too - Ride quality may not suit UK roads 

kkkkk 

Ford Shelby GT500* 

178 R 

c£60,000 

8/5812 

662/6500 

631/4000 

1747kg 

385 

3.5 

- 

202 

- 

- 

+ Fluge performance for the money - Putting it to use takes nerve 

kkkkk 

Ginetta G40R 

165 R 

£35,940 

4/1999 

175/6700 

140/5000 

795kg 

224 

5.8 

- 

140 


- 

+ A race-compliant sports car for the road - Feels too soft to be a hardcore track toy 

kkkkk 

GinettaGOO 

165 D 

£68,000 

6/3721 

310/6500 

288/4500 

1080kg 

292 

4.9 

- 

165 

- 

- 

+ Reborn Farbio GTS boasts great engine and good looks - The ride still needs work 

kkkkk 

Ho^Da Integra Type R (DO) 

ZOOR 

'96-00 

4/1797 

187/8000 

131/7300 

mikg 

m 

6.2 

m 

145 

- 

2S.9 

+ Arguably me greatest tront-'idke car ever- Too raw for some 

kkkkk 

HonnaKSX 

7S8R 

■fiC- 05 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

UiOkg 

796 

55 


168 

- 

22.8 

+ ‘The useaPie superca- ’ - 270bhp sounds a bit weedy today 

kkkkk 

Hor^aNSX R* 

051 R 

02-’03 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

i270kg 

221 

4 4 

- 

168 

- 

- 

+ cs-oCjrof:ne Year2002-Hondane\prbrou^tittomeUK 

kkkkk 

FlyundaiVeloster Turbo 

176 D 

£22,000 

4/1591 

184/5500 

195/1500 

1313kg 

142 

8.2 

- 

133 

157 

40.9 

+ The usual Flyundai value, with added fun - Styling might be too quirky for some 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type Coupe 

204 D 

£51,250 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1557kg 

216 

5.1 

- 

161 

205 

32.1 

+ Drop-dead looks, brilliant chassis, desirability - Engine lacks top-end fight 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 

202 R 

£60,250 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1594kg 

239 

4.5 

11.4 

171 

209 

32.1 

+ Exquisite style, more rewarding (and affordable) than roadster - Scrappy on the limit 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type R Coupe 

203 R 

£85,000 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/3500 

1650kg 

334 

4.2 

- 

186 

259 

25.4 

+ Looks, presence, performance, soundtrack - Bumpy and boistrous 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XK 

130 0 

£54,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1585kg 

244 

5.2 

- 

155 

264 

25.2 

+ Fine car for the likes of us - Jag buyers may not like the harder edge 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XKR 

168 R 

£69,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1678kg 

305 

4.6 

- 

155 

292 

23.0 

+ Fast and incredibly rewarding Jag - The kids will have to stay at home 

kkkkk 


POCKET 


buying guide 


Ferrari 599 GTB Fiorano 

2006-2012 
Engine Vl2i999ix 
Power 7600rpfn 

Torou# 44Slbfl ^ 6600fpir 
0-60nnph 3.5sec Top speed 205mph 



WHY WOULD YOU? 

Because it’s biisteringiy quick and capabie, and 
has a detuned Enzo engine, it’s every inch the 
new-age Ferrari, too, with an aii-aiuminium 
chassis, magnetic dampers and a paddieshift 
gearbox (optionai, but in 95 per cent of 599s). 
WHAT TO PAY 

£70k is the reaiistic entry point. £85k-95k brings 
the best 2008 cars within range. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

The V12 shouid be troubie-free if serviced 
meticuiousiy. Same goes for the FI gearbox, 
which needs oii changes every 37,000 miies, 
aithough every two years is better if sooner. Get 
a deaier to check the remaining ciutch iife - a 
repiacement is £5000. Baii joints are a weak spot 
and repiacement costs £500 per side, so iisten 
for knocks on the test drive. (Fuii guide, evo 202.) 
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AduK advance admission tickets from £18. See onl^for«hm 

*AdvatKetld<etsa\allabteun«l midday Wednesday 1 April 201S. Booking feea^es. 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Coupes /GTs 


Car 

(U 

3 

Price 

Engini 

cyl/cc 

a 

a 

a 

00 

1 

a 

a 

o 

«o 

6 

o 

o 

6 

S 

(N 

8 

E 

u 

u 

evo rating 


Jaguar XKR-S 

168 R 

£97,490 

8/5000 

542/6000 

502/2500 

1678kg 

328 

4.2 

- 

186 

292 

23.0 

+ Faster and wiider than reguiar XKR - The F-type R Coupe 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XKR-SGT 

J93R 

14 

8/5000 

542/6000 

502/2500 

1638kg 

JJ6 

29 


}B6 

m 

210 

+ The most excitfng XKR ever -It’s £135,000, 3.'tda very7imi:ed&SitH>n 

★★★★★ 

Lexus RC F 

206 R 

£59,995 

8/4969 

470/6400 

391/4800 

1765kg 

271 

4.5 

- 

168 

- 

- 

+ Great steering, noise, sense of occasion - Too heavy to be truiy exciting 

★★★★★ 

Lotus ExigeS(V6) 

171 R 

£54,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1176kg 

298 

3.8 

- 

170 

236 

- 

+ Breathtaking road-racer; our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Gearshift not the sweetest 

★★★★★ 

iclusEx:t;eS(S2) 

1T95R 

’06-11 

4/1796 

218/7800 

158/5500 

930kg 

238 

45 

- 

'48 

799 

33.2 

+ Lightweight with a heTty punch- Uninspiring soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

iorus Ex:se (S2) 

068 R 
200 R 

’0i-'C8 

’OO-W 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

875kg 

279 

49 

- 

U7 

- 

3^.1 

+ Hignly focused road and TdKk tool - Lacks iiisual impact of SI 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Ex-ge 1^1) 

4/1796 

192/7800 

146/5000 

7mkg 

247 

i 6 

■ 

736 

- 

- 

+ LootsindgoesakeElise racer- Atjd'pckinginrefinement 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Evora 

138 R 

£52,500 

6/3456 

276/6400 

258/4700 

1382kg 

203 

5.6 

13.6 

162 

217 

30.3 

+ Sublime ride and handling. Our 2009 car of the year - Pricey options 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Evora S 

168 R 

£63,950 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1430kg 

245 

4.6 

- 

172 

229 

28.7 

+ A faster and better Evora - But one which spars with the Porsche 911... 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo 

114 R 

£82,280 

8/4244 

399/7100 

339/4750 

1880kg 

216 

5.5 

12.7 

177 

330 

19.8 

+ Striking, accomplished GT - Doesn’t spike the pulse like an Aston or 911 

★★★★☆ 

Maserati GranTurismo Sport 

188 R 

£90,810 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1880kg 

245 

4.8 

- 

185 

331 

19.7 

+ The best everyday GranTurismo yet - Starting to get long in the tooth 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo MCStradaie 

193 R 

£110,135 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1800kg 

256 

4.5 

- 

188 

360 

18.2 

+ Brilliant blend of road racer and GT - Gearbox takes a little getting used to 

★★★★★ 

Maseru: i Coupe 

064 R 

’OJ-m 

5/4244 

390/7000 

333/4500 

1680kg 

237 

<8 

- 

}?7 

- 

7.6 

+ Glorious engkte, impratcd chassis - Ove-r'yshap steering 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranSpo't 

073 R 

’Oi-m 

8/4244 

400/7000 

333/4500 

1680kg 

239 

48 


IBO 

- 

- 

+ Maser Coupe realises rrs full potential - Very .We 

★★★★★ 

MamRX-8 

T22R 

’03 71 

2R/1308 

228/8200 

156/5500 

1429kg 

io2 

6.5 

76.4 

146 

299 

24.6 

+ Never mind quirkinCSi, iTsagreatUrN-e - Watid- thin torque output 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 

162 R 

£58,500 

8/6208 

451/6800 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

10.3 

186 

280 

23.5 

+ Mercedes makes a proper two-door M3 rival - C63 saloon looks better 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Bit'yzVP3A¥GBLKkSe':^s 

UlR 

V-’13 

8/6208 

510/6800 

457/5.V0 

163kg 

JfZ 

^2 


m 

2S6 

- 

+ TheC63 turned up to 11 - Tqoheaiy,notastie^yasBLickSerfcscarsofold 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-B^-^z CLX63AMG 

092D 

’06-09 

8/6208 

m76800 

464/5000 

1755kg 

278 

46 


755 

- 


+ Power, cont’ol, ppiid qua+ty - Ladrs ultimale invQ\ement 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-BiPz CLKd3AMG Black SePes 

i06R 

•QJ-W 

8/6208 

500/6800 

464/5250 

1760kg 

289 

42 

- 

JS6 

- 

- 

+ AMG goes Porsche-hundng- Duff- wifTedgearsfitrtspqils We party 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG Coupe 

205 D 

£125,595 

8/5461 

577/5500 

664/2250 

1995kg 

294 

4.2 

- 

155 

237 

28.0 

+ Thunderously fast S-class built for drivers - Lacks badge appeal of a Continental GT 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-AMGGTS 

204 R 

£110,495 

8/3982 

503/6250 

479/1750 

1570kg 

326 

3.8 

- 

193 

219 

30.1 

+ Gorgeous to look at, fantastic chassis, huge grip - Downshifts could be quicker 

★★★★★ 

Margin AeroMax 

720 R 

’08 -‘09 

5.74799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

irnckg 

312 

41 

- 

770 

- 

- 

+ iMairdjnd uttsay wonderful - Only IQO were made 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 370Z 

204 R 

£27,435 

6/3696 

323/7000 

268/5200 

1496kg 

219 

5.4 

- 

155 

248 

26.7 

+ Quicker, leaner, keener than 350Z - Not quite a Cayman-killer 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 370ZNismo(2014MY) 

204 D 

£37,575 

6/3696 

339/7400 

274/5200 

1535kg 

224 

5.2 

- 

155 

248 

26.6 

+ Sharper looks, improved ride, extra thrills - Engine lacks sparkle, still expensive 

★★★★★ 

Niiiin350Z 

f07R 

’03-09 

6/3498 

309/6S00 

264./4800 

1532kg 

205 

5,5 

13.0 

755 

- 

24.1 

+ Huge fun, and great value tao - HoneSTty, mre struggimg 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R (2012MY/2013MY/2014MY) 

200 R 

£78,020 

6/3799 

542/6400 

466/3200 

1740kg 

316 

3.2 

7.5 

196 

275 

24.0 

+ GT-R is quicker and better than ever - But costs over £20K more than its launch price 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R Nismo 

199 R 

£125,000 

6/3799 

592/6800 

481/3200 

1720kg 

350 

2.6 

- 

196 

275 

24.0 

+ Manages to make regular GT-R feel imprecise - Compromised by super-firm suspension ★★★★★ 

Nis^n GT-R (2010MY) 

152 R 

10' 12 

6/3799 

523/6400 

451/3200 

740kg 

305 

JO 


7<74 

279 

235 

+ Mdre poHvrtuI version otlrednginal - But they renotW]ir>dsapart to tfdve 

★★★★★ 

NiSUn GT-R (2008MY) 

125 R 

’08-10 

6/3799 

473/6400 

434/3200 

740kg 

276 

3.8 


}'73 

- 

- 

+ Our 2008 Car of We Ye 3 '', riewf<-omluit£35K- YPu wo'nseelbmpgofTcn 

★★★★★ 

SkY^e GT-R (RK ) 

196R 

’99-02 

6/2568 

276/7000 

289/4400 

1560kg 

ISO 

4.7 

12.5 

765 

- 

20.1 

+ Big, brutal, and gre,it fun - Neertsmore than TOe standard 276bhp 

★★★★★ 

MS5JA7 Sky^ne GT-R (Ri3) 

796 R 

‘9T-’99 

6/2568 

276/6800 

271/4400 

1540kg 

182 

5.4 

14.3 

755 

- 

22.0 

+ Proof that Japanese hi-tech can work (superOfy) - Umired supply 

★★★★★ 

NodyeW2GTO-3R 

200 R 

’03^06 

6/2968 

352/mo 

350/3500 

1080kg 

332 

3.8 


m 

- 

- 

+ The abiUTy to hum&e exotkta - Notchygearcbippe can spall the flow 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot RCZ1.6THP200 

155 R 

£26,900 

4/1598 

197/5500 

202/1700 

1421kg 

141 

7.3 

18.1 

147 

155 

42.1 

+ Distinctive looks, highly capable handling - Could be a bit more exciting 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot RCZ R 

204 R 

£32,000 

4/1598 

266/6000 

243/1900 

1280kg 

211 

5.9 

- 

155 

145 

44.8 

+ Rewarding and highly effective when fully lit - Dated cabin, steering lacks feel 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman (981) 

185 F 

£39,694 

6/2706 

271/7400 

214/4500 

1310kg 

210 

5.7 

- 

165 

192 

34.4 

+ Very enticing for the money in basic spec - You might still want the power of the ‘S’ 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 

202 R 

£48,783 

6/3436 

321/7400 

273/4500 

1320kg 

247 

4.5 

10.5 

175 

206 

32.1 

+ The Cayman comes of age - Erm... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman GTS (981) 

203 R 

£55,397 

6/3436 

335/7400 

280/4750 

1345kg 

253 

4.9 

- 

177 

211 

31.4 

+ Tweaks improve an already sublime package - Slightly ‘aftermarket’ looks 

★★★★★ 

Poscde Cayman (98T) 

UlR 


6/2593 

261/7200 

221/4400 

1330kg 

199 

5.8 

- 

,'d5 

221 

30.1 

+ Extra power, just as involving - SrilliXks the aesirabinty ofotner Porsches 

★★★★★ 

Po'Y-ct'e Cayman S(9S7) 

i22R 

’06- V 

6/3436 

316/7200 

273/4750 

1350kg 

237 

52 

- 

172 

223 

'20.7 

+ Still want that 911? - Yeah, us ho 

★★★★★ 

Po: Sine Cayman R (987) 

158 R 

I! 73 

6/3436 

325/7400 

27374750 

1295kg 

255 

47 


175 

228 

29.1 

+ Total ha’iCt'!ngexcel!e/Ke -Styiffgadifitionsfyot to tastes 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera (991) 

199 R 

£73,509 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1380kg 

254 

4.7 

- 

179 

212 

31.4 

+ 911 becomes cleaner and cleverer - But some of its character’s gone AWOL 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S (991) 

201 R 

£83,545 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1395kg 

287 

4.3 

9.5 

188 

224 

29.7 

+ As above, but with supercar pace - Electric steering robs it of some tactility 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4 (991) 

177 D 

£78,365 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1430kg 

245 

4.5 

- 

177 

219 

30.4 

+ A touch more engaging than 2wd 991 - Still stand-offish compared to 997 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4S (991) 

179 R 

£88,400 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1445kg 

277 

4.5 

- 

185 

234' 

28.5 

+ The best 991-generation Carrera - Choose your spec carefully 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera GTS (991) 

204 R 

£91,098 

6/3800 

424/7500 

324/5750 

1425kg 

302 

4.4 

- 

190 

223 

29.7 

+ More fun than other RWD 991 Carreras - Optional active anti-roll bars rob feedback 

★★★★★ 

Pa >zne a S (9972) 

!21R 

’OS -11 

6/3800 

380/6500 

310/4400 

1425kg 

271 

47 

- 

758 

242 

.V.4 

+ Poise, precHion, blinding pace -Reels a DitcHnical 

★★★★★ 

PasC^e !??/ S (97'') 

070 R 

’04 -‘08 

6/3824 

350/6600 

295/4600 

1420kg 

246 

46 


182 

- 

24.5 

+ evoCarofThe Year 2004; rke a junior GT3- Techqver'oad? 

★★★★★ 

Po’^y^e 7ilC3rK<a (996 J 4) 

B08R 

‘96- 01 

6/3387 

296/6800 

258/46C0 

1320kg 

228 

52 

- 

774 

- 

28.0 

+ AO car of The Year WE; beauTtfuity polished- Some ::ke a TXt of rough 

★★★★★ 

Porsii^e ^^ICsnwra (993) 


‘94'^ 97 

6/3600 

285/6100 

251/5250 

mg 

” 211 

52 

- 

m ' 

- 

25.0 ■ 

+ Mire charactm than 996 - Harder work at speed 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (991) 

206 R 

£100,540 

6/3799 

468/8250 

324/6250 

1430kg 

333 

3.5 

- 

196 

289 

23.0 

+ evo Car of the Year 2013 - At its best at licence-troubling speeds 

★★★★★ 

Pa Ud^e 9^1 073(9972) 

182R 

’09- il 

6/3797 

429/7600 

317/6250 

1395kg 

312 

4.2 

9.2 

794 

303 

22.1 

+ Even better than thecar it replaced - Give us a minute... 

★★★★★ 

Pa^scre 911673 RS (3 3, m2) 

200 R 

10 17 

6/3797 

444/7000 

317/6750 

137GHg 

3.^9 

40 


793 

374 

- 

+ Our favourite car from tne fintJBO issues of a o - Par people "ke us, nothing 

★★★★★ 

Pa^-J^e 911GT3RS4 0 (9772) 

Ta/R 

77- 72 

6/3996 

493/8250 

339/5750 

1360kg 

38:8 

3.8 


793 

326 

- 

+ AO car of The Year/Gh - Unforgiving on-rqadi1<3e; crazy used piTces 

★★★★★ 

Pa^e9m73(99n) 

182R 

■ 07 09 

6/3600 

409/7600 

298/5500 

1395kg 

2J8 

43 

9.4 

^2 

- 

- 

+ Ruhocr up AoCar of the Year 2006 - fe^Uri 599 GTBs 

★★★★★ 

Pors^e911Qr3RS(997'f) 

705 R 

'07-09 

6/3600 

409/7600 

298/5500 

1375kg 

302 

42 


793 

- 

- 

+ moCarofTne Year2007-A chLwk more money than We brilliantGT3 

★★★★★ 

PaKde 911 673(996.2) 

m2R 

’03-‘05 

6/3600 

375/7400 

284/5000 

1380kg 

272 

4.3 

9.2 

190 

- 

- 

+ AoCarofThe Year2003- Cha^Ssisa&ttco track-focused for some roads 

★★★★★ 

Por^dde9llGT3RS (996.2) 

068 R 

’03- ‘05 

6/3600 

375/7400 

284/5000 

1330kg 

286 

42 

92 

190 

- 

- 

+ Track-biased vers'On of above - 1 Irr/Ted supply 

★★★★★ 

Poxy^e 911 673(9961) 

182R 

99 

6/3600 

360/7200 

273/5000 

1350kg 

271 

4.5 

10.3 

1S7 

- 

21.9 

+ AO Car of The Year 1999 - Porsche tmn’tDurd enough 

★★★★★ 

Rolis-Royce Wraith 

205 D 

£229,128 

12/6592 

624/5600 

590/1500 

2360kg 

260 

4.6 

- 

"155 

327 

20.2 

' + Refinement, chassis, drivetrain - Shared componentry lets cabin down 

★★★★★ 

Subaru BRZ 

204 R 

£22,495 

4/1998 

197/7000 

151/6400 

1230kg 

163 

7.6 

- 

140 

181 

36.2 

+ Fine chassis, great steering- Weak engine, not the slide-happy car they promised 

★★★★★ 

Toyota GT86 

174 R 

£22,995 

4/1998 

197/7000 

151/6400 

1275kg 

157 

7.6 

- 

140 

181 

36.2 

+ More fun than its cousin (above) - Same lack of torque, poor interior quality 

★★★★☆ 

TVRSagads 

097R 

’05 W 

6/3996 

406/7500 

349/5000 

1078kg 

m 

37 


?55 

- 

- 

+ Loots outrageous- 406bhp feels a touch OfKfmitTic 

★★★★★ 

T\'R Tuscan S(Mk2) 

076 R 

’05-07 

6/3996 

400/7000 

315/5250 

rookg 

389 

40 


W5 

- 

- 

+ PossiBlyTVfls best evercar- Aerodynamic enhancements’ 

★★★★★ 

TVR Cerbe-’a Speed 5x 

004 R 

Ve 04 

6/3996 

350/6800 

330/5000 

730kg 

375 

5.0 

11.4 

160+ 

- 

- 

+ Accomplis-vdandde^rabie- Check chassis for epnosion 

★★★★★ 

VWScirocco GT2.0TSI 

155 R 

£25,845 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1369kg 

158 

6.5 

- 

153 

139 

47.1 

+ Golf GTI price and performance - Interior lacks flair 

★★★★★ 

VWSciroccoR 

200 D 

£32,295 

4/1984 

276/6000 

258/2500 

1426kg 

187 

5.7 

- 

155 

187 

35.3 

+ Great engine, grown-up dynamics - Perhaps a little too grown-up for some 

★★★★★ 



TVythe updated 
evoapp! 

Have you checked out our 
Updated evo app? You can 
download content for offline 
reading, new icons show which 
ar ticles are unread, you can 
delete old content to free up 
space and we’ve redesigned 
the look. More videos, sound 
and interactive features are 
also being rolled out, and all app 
subscribers get access to the 
entire uploaded evo archive. 
Prices start from just £1.49. 
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WINNERS 


"Performance for everyday use 
and suspension technology 
at its best makes KW for us the 
No. 1 choice - on the road 


and race track." 
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THE PERFECT SUSPENSION FOR EVERY PURPOSE. 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Ferrari 458Speciale.The regular 458 Italia is amazing 
enough, but the Speciale follows in the tradition of the 360 
Challenge Stradale and 430 Scuderia and makes the car 
it is based on even more, well, special. Our 2014 Car of the 
Year. It’s equally brilliant in open-top ‘Speciale A’ form, too. 



Best of the Rest 

Porsche’s 918 ?pyder (left) pips the McLaren PI on the road, 
and vice versa on the track. The LaFerrari is an incredible drive, 
too. If you can stretch to it, maybe get all three.... Meanwhile, 
Pagani’s Huayra was our joint 2012 Car of the Year and 
Lamborghini’s Aventador offers true supercar drama. 


Supercars 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

.c 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Max mph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


9ffGT9R 

127 D 

c£450,000 

6/4000 

1120/7850 

m/5910 

1346kg 

845 

2.9 


260 


- 

+ Above lOOmph eats Veyrons for breakfast - Eats M3 dust at traffic iights 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vanquish (Mk2) 

203 R 

£192,995 

12/5935 

568/6650 

465/5500 

1739kg 

332 

3.6 

- 

201 

298 

22.1 

+ Much better than the DBS it succeeds, especiaiiy in 2015MY form - It’s no Ferrari F12 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin VafY/a'sh S (M* ') 

WR 

’06-07 

12/5935 

520/7000 

425/5800 

1875kg 

Z82 

4.9 

J0.1 

ZOO 

- 

- 

+ Vanquish fok^s supercar greats -A tad Tnffmida^'ng at irie limit 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin One-77 

179 R 

to '2 

12/7312 

750/6000 

553/7600 

1740kg 

438 

37 


220+ 

- 

- 

+ The engine, iooks, the drqma - GearOdx hates manoeuvring: oniy 77 were made 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron Super Sport 

151 R 

c£2.0m 

16/7993 

1183/6400 

1106/3000 

1838kg 

654 

2.5 

- 

268 

539 

12.2 

+ The world’s fastest supercar - Limited to 258mph for us mere mortals 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron Grand Sport Vitesse 

185 R 

c£1.7m 

16/7993 

1183/6400 

1106/3000 

1990kg 

604 

2.6 


254 

539 

12.2 

+ The world’s fastest convertible - Limited to 258mph for us mere mortals 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron 16.4 

mR 

'05-77 

16/7993 

1000/6000 

922/2200 

1950kg 

5Z1 

2.8 

5.8 

Z53 

596 

n.4 

+ Superdy engineered 4 WD quad-turbo rocket - F:, iacks iuggage space? 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti EBllO 

078 R 

-97-95 

12/3600 

552/8000 

451/3730 

1566kg 

358 

14 


Z12 

- 

- 

+ Supe^ttiy engineered WD quad-turbo rocket - Itfti^ t tizzied out 

★★★★★ 

Caparo T1 

138 R 

£301,975 

8/3499 

575/10,500 

310/9000 

689kg 

848 

3.8 

6.2 

205 

- 

- 

+ Absolutely staggering performance - Absolutely staggering price tag 

★★★★★ 

ChevrrretCorvettelHi 

mR 

'O; !3 

6/6162 

638/6500 

603/3800 

1526iLg 

424 

3,8 

16 

205 

355 

18.8 

+ tiuge pace and character -Take pienty of br^trepiiis if thifis rain 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Itaiia 

183 R 

£178,551 

8/4497 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1485kg 

384 

3.2 

6.8 

202 

307 

20.6 

+ An astounding achievement, looks fantastic - There’ll never be a manual 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Spider 

185 R 

£198,996 

8/4491 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1530kg 

373 

3.3 

- 

198 

275 

23.9 

+ A 458 that sounds and feels more organic - f r, 4mph slower than the Italia? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Speciaie 

203 R 

£208,090 

8/4497 

597/9000 

398/6000 

1395kg 

435 

3.0 

- 

202+ 

275 

23.9 

+ evo Car of the Year 2014 - If you don’t own a regular 458, nothing 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Speciaie A 

204 D 

£228,682 

8/4497 

597/9000 

398/6000 

1445kg 

420 

3.0 

- 

199 

275 

21.2 

+ Same dynamics as the coupe but less shouty - Some chassis flex on bumpy surfaces 

★★★★★ 

fwaiFABO 

163 R 

’Oi-W 

S/4308 

483/8m 

343/5250 

1449kg 

339 

40 

- 

196 

- 

18.6 

+ Just briiibnt - Dib^ ’t you read me pius point? 

★★★★★ 

^efr^'i^SOScuckra 

riR 

■07‘X 

6/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1350kg 

378 

2,5 

7J 

rP8 

- 

15.7 

+ SuccesiilfI FI technoiogy transpbnt - Likes to shout about it 

★★★★★ 

c?.-" j • / Scudtr 'a Spider 16M 

133 D 

D9 

6/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1440kg 

JS5 

3 7 


m 

360 

18.0 

+ A hardcore soft- top femri - Earpiugs recommended 

★★★★★ 

F&rsri 360 Modena 

763 R 

’99-04 

8/3586 

394/8500 

273/4750 

1390kg 

ZS8 

45 

9.0 

163 

- 

17.0 

+ Worthy successor to 355- t^otQUKeasinvoivingasitshouidbe 

★★★★★ 

f&tJifi Jd 0 Chaiieffie Stradaie 

068 R 

’03-04 

8/3586 

420/8500 

273/4750 

1280kg 

333 

41 

- 

766 

- 

- 

+ To7.t:'yexhiia'J!{ng road ^acet. it’s ioud- d’sve^y, very bud 

★★★★★ 

Ecfrari FI Beriinetta 

763 R 

■97-99 

8/3496 

374/8250 

268/6000 

1350kg 

261 

47 

- 

7$3 

- 

'6.7 

+ Looks terrific, sounds even better- Are you kbdiqg? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F12 Beriinetta 

190 R 

£240,083 

12/6262 

730/8250 

509/6000 

1630kg 

455 

3.1 

7A 

211 

350 

18.8 

+ 730bhp Wf too much power for the road - Super-quick steering is an acquired taste 

★★★★★ 

^&r3fi599GTB^or3no 

101 R 

’06- 12 

12/5999 

^1/7600 

448/5600 

1688kg 

m 

2.5 

Z05 


15.8 

+ aoCbroftne Year 2006 -Ba^ks ye getting harder tomb 

★★★★★ 

^e.T^i599CTO 

lolR 

IT- 72 

12/5999 

6S1/8250 

457/6500 

1605kg 

418 

24 


208 

- 

- 

+ Ode of [tie trL'fygitt^t hefty is- Erm, [tieyrCPnt^ t very good 

★★★★★ 

Fpran 575M Fforsno Hanp.'ng Pack 

ZOOR 

'02-’06 

12/5748 

508/7Z50 

434/5250 

1730kg 

Z98 

4.2 

9.6 

202 

- 

'Z.3 

+ hfora-^o pack mates 575 truly great- It shouid have been standard 

★★★★★ 

r&T^i 55 0 Mara-' V.” fo 

169 R 

’97--02 

12/5474 

485/7000 

415/5000 

1716kg 

ZS7 

43 

KIO 

m 

- 

1Z.3 

+ Everything- Noth^'ig 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari FF 

194 R 

£227,168 

12/6262 

651/8000 

504/6000 

1880kg 

347 

3.7 

- 

208 

360 

15.4 

+ Four seats and 4WD, but a proper Ferrari - Looks divide opinion 

★★★★★ 

r era'/ 612 Scagiie::i Fi 

090 R 

’04 n 

12/5748 

533/7250 

434/5250 

1840kg 

ZP4 

4.3 

9.8 

799 ■ 

470 

13.8 

+ AwesiXTKly capebte grind tourer -See above 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari LaFerrari 

203 R 

c£lm 

12/6262 

950/9000 

664/6750 

1255kg 

769 

3.0 

- 

217+ 

330 

- 

+ Perhaps the greatest Ferrari ever - Brakes lack a touch of precision on track 

★★★★★ 

PerrndEnzo 

203 R 

D2-’04 

12/5999 

631/7800 

485/5500 

1365kg 

465 

3.5 

6.7 

217+ 

545 

- 

+ Intoxicating, expioitjae- Caa'ndety^ngfyisshatofaZoPOaorFl ’s 

★★★★★ 

PffTjriFSO 

7B6R 

■ 97 

12/4699 

513/85G0 

347/6500 

1230kg 

4Z4 

3 9 


202 

- 

- 

+ A better (fnwrs ’ferrzfri than tne 288, f4 0 or Enzo - t\iotbetterfO0t7ng, though 

★★★★★ 

F6fr^iF40 

I?9R 

'07 92 

8/2936 

471/7000 

426/'4000 

"00kg 

427 

41 

- 

201 

- 

- 

+ Brptitly fast- !t ’sin r*e dictionary un3Cr turbo iag’ 

★★★★★ 

f^ri268GrO 

064 R 

’5-S-a5 

8/2855 

394/7000 

366/3800 

1160kg 

345 

4 9 

- 

759 

- 

- 

+ Pain7\iybe3iit!tul,ramr than the fid- YouyelcKtng? 

★★★★★ 

FordGT 

ZDOR 

’Oi 'C6 

8/5409 

550/6500 

500/3750 

15S3kg 

353 

37 

- 

ZC5 

- 

- 

+ Our 2005 dr of me Year- Don’t scb'pyourseifgetrng in 

★★★★★ 

GumpertApoiio 

110 R 

£275,000 

8/4163 

690/6300 

675/4000 

1200kg 

584 

3.0 

- 

220+ 

- 

- 

+ Stupendous perfomance, ‘Apollo’ - High price, ‘Gumpert’ 

★★★★★ 

Hennessey Venom GT 

180 R 

£900,000 

8/7000 

1244/6500 

1155/4000 

1244kg 

1016 

2.5 

- 

270 

- 

- 

+ 0-200mph in 14.5sec, and it handles too - Looks like an Exige 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXJ?20 

JS7R 

'92-’94 

6/3498 

542/7200 

473/4300 

1470kg 

375 

37 

- 

Z73 

- 

- 

+ ’s greatest supercir.. - ...uhtiiMcLa-en buiit the El 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggAgeraR 

180 R 

c£1.09m 

8/5032 

1124/7100 

885/2700 

1435kg 

796 

2.8 

- 

273 


- 

+ As fast and exciting as your body can handle - It’s Veyron money 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggOne:! 

202 R 

c£2.0m 

8/5065 

1341/7500 

1011/6000 

1360kg 

1002 

2.9 

- 

273 

- 

- 

+ The most powerful car we’ve ever tested - It’s sold out; we couldn’t afford one anyway... 

. ★★★★★ 

KoenigseggCCX 

094 R 

’06 70 

S/4700 

806/6900 

678/5700 

imxg 

m 

3.9 

7.7 

245+ 

- 

- 

+ Swede.n’s greatest supercar- Sweden’s on\)/ supercar 

★★★★★ 

Koenigsegg CCXR fiUtktn 

118 R 

'Off ’70 

874800 

1004/7000 

796/5600 

1280kg 

797 

Z8 


250+ 

- 

- 

+ &}e of me HtJr.tf s fastest cars -Spikey power iM'very 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Huracan LP610-4 

201 R 

£180,720 

10/5204 

602/8250 

413/6500 

1532kg 

399 

3.2 

- 

202+ 

290 

22.6 

+ Rare depth of character and ability - Takes work to find its sweet-spot 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini ri.s '<ardo LP56D-4 

mo 

’OB V 

10/5204 

552/8000 

398/6500 

1410kg 

398 

.77 

- 

202 

^5' 

16.0 

+ ^iii a mMie t^om AtoB- Starting to show 'tsise 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini LP57C 4 Supe^reggera 

152R 

to- to 

10/5Z04 

562/8000 

398/6500 

1340kg 

4Z6 

35 

- 

202 

325 

20-6 

+ Less weight snd more po4>er thano.-iginaiSupe/eggera-LPSOC 4 runs it very dose 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gafiardo 

094 R 

’06-'G8 

10/4961 

513/8000 

376/4250 

152Ckg 

243 

4.3 

9.4 

796 

- 

- 

+ Onafuii-bcresti- titsp^syifourwheeii. Cooi-SUgntiyciunky e-gear 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gj-ardo Suppreggera 

104 R 

W€8 

10/4961 

522/8000 

376/4250 

1420kg 

373 

3.8 


196 

- 

- 

+ Lighter more e - Gryspy carbon brakes, ciurKy e-gear 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4 

194 R 

£260,040 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1575kg 

445 

2.9 

- 

217 

370 

17.7 

+ Most important new Lambo since the Countach - Erm... expensive? 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Aventador Roadster 

184 R 

£288,840 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1625kg 

431 

3.0 


217 

370 

17.7 

+ Sensational engine and styling - A wee bit on the thirsty side 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini MbrdSJgo 

089D 

’Ohm 

12/6*92 

570/7500 

479/5400 

1650kg 

351 

40 

- 

.-*05 

- 

- 

+ Gorge'Xus, capityeindincrediniyTfienaiy- \/12 feeis stressed 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Mum^Ugo 0 

093 R 

’06-1 

12/6496 

63imoo 

487/6000 

1665kg 

m 

33 

- 

271 

- 

21.3 

+ Compefibgoid-schooi supercar- You d better be on your toes 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini MurafXTigoLPdFG 4SV 

ZDOR 

’09- 77 

12/6496 

661/8000 

487/6500 

1565kg 

4Z9 

32 

7.3 

Z12 

- 

- 

+ A supercar bits trues:, wiidest sense - Be prepared for stares 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Diabio 6 0 

019 R 

’0C-'O2 

12/5992 

550/7100 

457/5500 

1625kg 

243 

3.8 


200+ 

- 

- 

+ Beit-bufit, besl-boking Diabio of Hi- PeOTfs's perceptions 

★★★★★ 

L&fiisLFA/i CA Nurbu-gcng 

ZOOR 

V-12 

10/4305 

552/8700 

354/6800 

1480kg 

379 

j7 

- 

202 

- 

- 

+ Absurd ind compd'bg supercar - Badge indprbe ddn’t<7uf[e match 

★★★★★ 

MaserJtiMC12 

079 R 

’Oi-'CS 

12/5998 

621/7500 

481/5500 

1445kg 

437 

3.8 

- 

205 

- 

- 

+ Rarer than an Enzo - The Fwriri s better 

★★★★★ 

McLaren 650S 

196 R 

£195,250 

8/3799 

641/7250 

500/6000 

1428kg 

456 

3.0 

- 

207 

275 

24.2 

+ Better brakes, balance and looks than 12C; more power too - Costs an extra £19k 

★★★★★ 

McLa-en tX 

m7R 

77-74 

8/3799 

616/7500 

442/3000 

1434iig 

435 

21 

- 

2D7 

279 

24.2 

+ Staggeringpertormance, refinement - Engine noise an begrahng 

★★★★★ 

McLaren PI 

205 R 

£866,000 

8/3799 

903/7500 

664/4000 

1395kg 

658 

2.8 

- 

217 

194 

34.0 

+ Freakish breadth of ability - At its mind-bending best on track 

★★★★★ 

McLaren FI 

.V5R 

98 

12/6064 

627/7500 

479/4000 

img 

360 

12 

63 

240+ 

- 

190 

+ Still tPe most singie-mimied supercar ever- There'll never be anotner 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 A VG Bb^kSe’^is 

iOlR 

’09-10 

12/5930 

661/5400 

737/2200 

1876kg 

258 

4.0 

8.1 

799 

- 

- 

+ Bonkers looks, bonkers speed- Bonkers E25GK price 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 

159 R 

£165,030 

8/6208 

563/6800 

479/4750 

1620kg 

335 

4.1 

8.4 

197 

308 

21.4 

+ Great engine and chassis (gullwing doors too!) - Slightly tardy gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Biack Series 

204 R 

£229,985 

8/6208 

622/7400 

468/5500 

1550kg 

408 

3.6 

- 

196 

321 

20.6 

+ Stunning engine, superb body control - Be careful on less-than-smooth roads... 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-BenzSi. R McLa: en 

073 R 

’04-07 

8/5439 

617/6500 

575/3250 

1693kg 

3T0 

37 


ZC8 

- 

- 

+ Zonda-pace, 575-sttb aflvabi'-ify - Dreadful brJke teel 

★★★★★ 

NobieM600 

186 R 

c£200,000 

8/4439 

650/6800 

604/3800 

1198kg 

551 

3.8 

7.7 

225 

- 

- 

+ Spiritual successor to the Ferrari F40 - It’s a bit pricey 

★★★★★ 

Pagan i Huayra 

185 R 

c£lm 

12/5980 

720/5800 

737/2250 

1350kg 

542 

3.3 

- 

224 


- 

+ Our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Engine isn’t as nape-prickling as the Zonda’s 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZonda760RS 

170 R 

£1.5m 

12/7291 

750/6300 

575/4500 

1210kg 

630 

3.3 

- 

217+ 


- 

+ One of the most extreme Zondas ever - One of the last Zondas ever (probably) 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZo^aS73 

'096R 

O2-’05 

12/7Z91 

555/5900 

553/4050 

1250kg 

451 

36 

- 


- 

- 

+ ^10 Cirofthe Year 2001 (In earlier 70 fam) - Values have gone up a fair bit ilnce then 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZo^7aF 

166 R 

’05 -CO 

12/7Z91 

60Z76150 

573/4000 

1230kg 

m 

26 

- 

214 

- 

- 

+ Everything an ttytan supercar ought to be -Looks a tft blingy next to a Gymb GT 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZo'fPa Cinque Roadster 

1470 

’09 10 

12/7Z91 

669/^^-*O0 

575/4000 

1400kg 

4S5 

34 

- 

217+ 

- 

- 

+ The best Zorvsa ever - Doewr 't come up in rfierSiiSi'tieds oftftn 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (991) 

194 R 

£120,598 

6/3800 

513/6000 

524/2100 

1595kg 

327 

3.4 

- 

195 

227 

29.1 

+ Incredible pace, whatever the weather - More involvement would’t go amiss 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbos (991) 

188 R 

£142,120 

6/3800 

552/6500 

553/2200 

1605kg 

349 

3.1 

- 

197 

227 

29.1 

+ Still unrivalled as an everyday supercar - At times disguises the thrills it can offer 

★★★★★ 

Pai;cbe‘}ilTu-Do(99TZ) 

UOR 

’09 13 

6/3800 

493/6000 

479/1950 

1570kg 

319 

32 

13 

'93 

272 

24.4 

+ The Turpo at me very top offtsgime - The GT3 s cheaper... 

★★★★★ 

PosPhe^lWT2RS(99?2) 

204 R 

■rO.Fj 

6/3600 

617/6500 

516/ZZ50 

137ni^g 

453 

25 


.V5 

2S4 

- 

+ kiore powerful than acyryaOT. Eiandies,too-Erm... 

★★★★★ 

Po'scne 911 TurPo (9971) 

094 R 

’06--09 

6/3600 

472/6000 

457/1950 

1585kg 

203 

4.0 

8.7 

793 

- 

22.1 

+ Monster cornerig abfJfy -A pit woolly on rs standard settings 

★★★★★ 

Po'iCbe9ilTu-bo(99^) 

077R 

’00 --06 

6/3600 

414/6000 

413/2700 

1540kg 

Z73 

4.1 

10.0 

759 

- 

21.0 

+ iekoCirof[Peyear20OD;7Pe971fOritlseasons- Weean t find jny reasons 

★★★★★ 

Pa sche 911672 (996) 

072R 

’04-06 

6/3600 

475/5700 

457/35C0 

1420kg 

339 

40 

- 

798 

- 

- 

+ LaterrevhSonsmsOeitevenmoreofastar- Care still required 

★★★★★ 

Po'SCne 911 TatjO (993) 

066 R 

’95-98 

6/3600 

408/5750 

3^4’^0 

■ 1502kg 

Z?6 

^l7 

- 

m 

- 

194 

+ Stupendous it!- weamer supercar- It does-fi’t rain enough 

★★★★★ 

Pa scbe 911 672(993) 

003 R 

W99 

6/3600 

430/5700 

393A5G0 

1290kg 

W 

19 

- 

754 

- 

- 

+ fiilry-arsed homologation speaql- Only 57 were made 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 918 Spyder 

200 R 

£781,155 

8/4593 

875/8500 

944/6600 

1674kg 

531 

2.6 

- 

211 

79 

85.6 

+ Blistering performance; cohesive hybrid tech - Added weight and complexity 

★★★★★ 

Po'S^e Corns' a GT 

ZOOR 

’04-06 

10/5733 

604/8000 

435/5750 

1380kg 

U5 

38 

7.6 

265 

- 

- 

+ Still feels ifiiood ofrts Time- NeoYts modern tyros to tame Its spniness 

★★★★★ 

Po'Kbe P59 

1P2R 

S? ’90 

6/2850 

444/6500 

369/5000 

1450kg 

T1 

27 


127 

- 

- 

+ Tech showcase, stlllagrQitd'^ye- ir:-+^ded choice of colours? 

★★★★★ 

RufRtl2 

097 R 

c£155,000 

6/3746 

641/7000 

641/3500 

1530kg 

426 

3.3 

- 

219 


- 

+ Beautifully executed car with truly immense power - Needs care 

★★★★★ 

RufCTRS 

126 R 

c£357,000 

6/3746 

691/7600 

656/4000 

1400kg 

501 

3.2 

- 

235 

- 

- 

+ The best 911 that Porsche never made - But not the best looking... 

★★★★★ 

RufCTR yellowbird’ 

097R 


6/3366 

469/5950 

408/5100 

IWkg 

245 

41 

- 

211 

- 

- 

+ A true -egend - We car' toll drive nke Stefan Roser 

★★★★★ 
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TmdcTirnes 

r 


[KeyJ 

□ = new addition this 
month. Red denotes the car 
is the fastest in its class. 

Car 

Radicai SR8LM (fastest car) 

Lap time 
1:13.6 

Peak mph 
127.8 

issue no. 

138 

Conditions 

Dry 

Caparo T1 (fastest supercar) 

1: 

14.8 

130.9 


131 

Dry 

Ferrari 458 Italia 

1 

19.3 

120.0 


159 

Dry 

GumpertApoiioS 

1 

19.4 

120.4 


119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C (Corsa tyres) 

1 

19.6 

121.2 


159 

Dry 

Caterham Levante V8 

1 

19.6 

118.6 


131 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2 RS 

1 

19.9 

122.3 


158 

Dry 

Lotus 2-Eieven GT4 

1 

20.1 

113.2 


138 

Dry 

Caterham Superiight R500 

1 

20.2 

115.7 


119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C 

1 

20.6 

120.9 


159 

Dry 

NobieM600 

1 

20.8 

121.8 


159 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT3 RS 4.0 (fastest coupe) 

1 

21.0 

118.2 


160 

Dry 

Lamborghini Murcieiago LP670-4 SV 

1 

21.3 

121.1 


134 

Dry 

Ariei Atom 3 Supercharged 

1 

21.5 

113.6 


119 

Dry 

KTM X-Bow (300bhp) 

1 

21.5 

112.7 


138 

Dry 

Ferrari 430Scuderia 

1 

21.7 

117.2 


121 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GT3 RS (3.8) 

1 

21.9 

116.8 


150 

Dry 

Lamborghini Gaiiardo LP560-4 

1 

22.5 

119.1 


122 

Dry 

Brooke Doubie R 

1 

22.5 

113.2 


119 

Dry 

Lamborghini Murcieiago LP640 

1 

22.9 

116.7 


143 

Dry 

Porsche Carrera GT 

1 

23.3 

115.2 


119 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GT3 

1 

23.3 

114.5 


138 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbos 

1 

23.5 

117.5 


146 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2 

1 

23.5 

115.1 


119 

Dry 

Nissan GT-R(2008MY) 

1 

23.6 

113.1 


119 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera 

1 

23.6 

112.5 


182 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera Cabrioiet 

1 

23.9 

112.3 


183 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

1 

23.9 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbo 

1 

24.1 

113.5 


136 

Damp 

Lotus 340R(190bhp) 

1 

24.2 

110.0 


135 

Dry 

Porsche BoxsterS (981) 

1 

24.2 

109.3 


183 

Dry 

Caterham Superiight R300 

1 

24.3 

101.5 


138 

Dry 

Maserati GranTurismo MC Stradaie 

1 

24.5 

115.1 


160 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 

1 

24.5 

109.2 


202 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 

1 

24.6 

115.7 


146 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) 

1 

:24.7 

107.7 


167 

Dry 

Caterham 7 Supersport 

1 

24.8 

101.6 


YouTube 

Dry 

Ferrari Caiifornia 

1 

25.0 

111.8 


134 

Dry 

KTM X-Bow 

1 

25.0 

105.0 


123 

Dry 

BMWE92 M3 Coupe 

1 

:25.1 

109.1 


162 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG Biack 

1 

25.2 

108.6 


131 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V8 S 

1 

25.2 

111.2 


183 

Dry 

Audi RS5 

1 

25.4 

108.8 


162 

Dry 

Audi R8 Spyder V8 

1 

25.5 

107.0 


167 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman R 

1 

25.5 

106.8 


158 

Dry 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 

1 

25.6 

109.1 


183 

Dry 

BMW M5 (FIO) (fastest saloon) 

1 

25.7 

112.0 


165 

Dry 

Jaguar XKR-S 

1 

:25.7 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage 

1 

25.8 

110.9 


146 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EvoXFQ-400 

1 

25.9 

107.5 


138 

Dry 

BMW 1-series M Coupe 

1 

25.9 

106.4 


158 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EvoXRS 360 

1 

:26.1 

106.6 


153 

Dry 

Renaultsport Megane 265 Trophy (fastest hot hatch) 1; 

:26.1 

105.3 


166 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 

1 

26.2 

106.3 


202 

Dry 

AudiTTRS 

1 

26.3 

107.2 


149 

Dry 

Aston Martin DBS 

1 

26.4 

109.5 


143 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 

1 

26.5 

109.2 


137 

Dry 

Audi RS6 Avant (C7) (fastest estate) 

1 

26.5 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

BMWM135i 

1 

26.6 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Jaguar XJ220 

1 

:26.7 

111.7 


131 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (fastest 4x4) 

1 

26.8 

106.1 


YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

1 

26:8 

104.9 


165 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo 

1 

26.9 

107.4 


158 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz GLA45 AMG 

1 

26.9 

- 


205 

Dry 

Lotus Evora 

1 

27.1 

104.2 


145 

Dry 

Nissan 370Z 

1 

27.1 

104.0 


158 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V6 S 

1 

27.2 

105.0 


YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera S 

1 

27.3 

102.4 


165 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Cup 

1 

27.3 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 

1 

27.7 

111.0 


162 

Dry 

Lotus EiiseSC 

1 

27.7 

104.6 


131 

Dry 

Audi S3 

1 

27.7 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

VauxhaiiVXR8 Bathurst S 

1 

27.8 

106.1 


131 

Dry 

BMWE46 M3 CSL 

1 

27.8 

105.4 


153 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane R26.R 

1 

27.8 

103.3 


- 

- 

Audi RS6 Avant (C6) (fastest estate) 

1 

27.9 

111.0 


121 

Dry 

Jaguar XFR 

1 

27.9 

108.1 


137 

Dry 

SEAT Leon Cupra280 

1 

28.0 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Lexus iS-F 

1 

:28.1 

106.4 


151 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster S (987) 

1 

:28.1 

105.4 


120 

Dry 

Subaru WRXSTi 

1 

28.3 

101.6 


157 

Dry 

Porsche Macan S 

1 

28.3 

- 


205 

Dry 

SEAT Leon Cupra R 

1 

:28.7 

102.4 


162 

Dry 

Bentiey Continentai Supersports 

1 

29.2 

105.8 


149 

Dry 

Lotus EiiseCiub Racer 

^ i" 

29.2 

95.5 


162 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 250 Cup 

1 

29.9 

101.4 


156 

Dry 

Vauxhaii VXR8 Ciubsport Tourer 

1 

29.9 

- 


YouTube 

Dry 

Honda NSX 

1 

:30.1 

101.3 


145 

Dry 



West Circuit facts 

□ Location Bedford Autodrome 

□ Opened 1999 

□ Length 1.85 miles (2.98 kilometres) 


C3 Direction Anti-clockwise 

C3Left turns 9 
0 Right turns 6 



IT’S ARRIVED! 

Introducing DTUK’s NEW and improved CRD-t+ 
Multi-Channel Diesel Performance System 
for your car, van or motor home 







www.dtuk-performance.co.uk 


Onif Ifl fnintftn 


For further information contact saies: 

01207 299 538 

sales@dtuk-performance.co.uk 


OTUK* 



OtM-tir 




EXPRESS 

tunifrg specialists 

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 

40% more POWER 
20% better ECONOMYI^ 


Diesei Tuning for Cars* Commerdals, Tractors & Boats 
Fit yourself in minutes • instantly Improve drivabllity! 


'* 4 ;^' ;iSK 


lUv 


The QHIP Cxpmv'^ tuni'nq nv*!*’*" u withwil dmibl tfi* nwat advanesd 
plu0 Jn dijaaal upgrada aviliabifr. ta Modca in barmnny with y^jr angina, raialnlng ali 
iMftaty lunctioim wtthont fiwKfng to intRffara with tha vahicla'a astatlng an^maf d 
computer. It can bo wif flttad In mlnutuo. adlualod for mwa porforinantv anil 
MiiV n WIN fr»* yopr voNIcio Ffom it« manubicturar** limMa. 


Visit our website* see your vehicle's 
true potential, order oniine. 

email@chipoxpres5.com 01727 730 958 
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CLASSIC & PERFORMANCE CAR 

THE WORLD’S GREATEST CARS FOR SALE... 



• Reach lOOOs of car collectors and serious buyers • Free listing • Upload images and video 

www.classicandperformancecar.com 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY CVD & 


MAGAZINE 



P RESTIGE 

CAR FINANCE 

THE LEADING ALTERNATIVE TO SHOWROOM FINANCE 


"USING PRESTIGE CAR FINANCE SAVED ME 
£4520 WHEN BUYING A USED APPROVED 
PORSCHE 911 OVER FOUR YEARS WHEN 
COMPARED TO THE FINANCE QUOTE 


PROVIDED BY THE DEALERS 


John from Bristol 







WHY WAIT? 





YOU’VE SPENT A LONG TIME FINDING THE RIGHT CAR. 
LET PRESTIGE FINANCE HELP YOU BUY IT 


Personal service tailored to your individual needs • • Finance available for performance, classic, race and vintage cars 

Competitive rates and flexible financing options • • Decisions made within 24 hours 


If you are considering buying any performance, prestige or collectors’ car, 
then please contact us for a confidential discussion on finance options 


+44(0)845 0701324 • INFO@PRESTIGECARFINANCE.COM 
VVVVVV.PRESTIGECARFINANCE.COM 



showroom Insurance /Services 



Car Interior 
Specialists 


Guaranteed Quality & 
Service 


Vintage to brand new cais 
Full bespoke retrims, 
repairs - Leather - Cloth 
- Alcantara - Vinyl 



Hoods and Tonneaus 
made and fitted 

Interiors made and fitted 
to any make or model 


T: 0116 269 2607 E: sales@classlccarservlces.co.uk 

www.classiccarservices.co. uk 

Unit 2, R/0 10 Silverdale Drive, Thurmaston, Leicester 



THE GUY IM THE TOP PHOTO 
PAJD £143 l£SS FOR HIS INSURANCE. 
HE IHSlfREO THROUGH SKY INSURANCE. 
THE PERFORMANCE CAR SPECIALISTS. 
www.skylitsuranc«.co.uk ^ 0330S 331 


(SKYINSURANCE 

i \ 



Specialist Car 
Insurance 

Adrian Flux know how much you love 
your cor, that's why we ore dedicated 
to finding you o policy, toilor-mode to 
your own personal requirements and 
driving history. Coll us today for a free, 
no obligation quotel 


ADRIAN ^ 

I ™ J 

0800 081 8989 

adrianflux.co.uk 

Aulhortsad ond regdotad by the Bnoncbl Con<Axt Auiriortly 


High Peiformance Insurance] 


40 

1 YEARS f 


Benefits ovo/lob/e inc/ude; 


FREE Legal Cover 
Breakdown Cover 
EU Cover 
Imports Cover 


Limited Mileage Discounts 
Modificaflons Cover 
Club Members Discounts 
Track Day Cover 
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Art of speed 



Peugeot 106 Rallye steel wheels 

by DAVID VIVIAN | PHOTOGRAPHY by CHRIS RUTTER 


WHEN I WAS A BOY, THERE WERE NUMEROUS 

imaginary ways to make your dad’s car perform better that 
nevertheiess seemed perfectiy reai (but then, so did Father 
Christmas and the Tooth Fairy). One, of course, was to appiy 
stripes to the bodywork. Not for nothing were they caiied 
‘go faster'. Another was to have a sheet of vinyi fabric giued to the roof. Truiy 
mysterious. The daddy of them aii, however - the one that added lOmph to the 
top speed at the very ieast - was to remove the hubcaps, thus exposing the 
sexy contours of the steei wheeis and their grimy fixing nuts to the fast fiowing 
air and the gaze of amazed oniookers, a few doubtiess mouthing ‘some kind of 
racing car, sureiy...’ 

Who knows, maybe it worked. Fiubcaps couid be hefty things back then, and 
the aiioy wheei as a fashion statement with benefits was stiii a iong way off. 
interestingiy, de-capped wheeis iooked faster on some cars than others, my 
father’s Fiiiiman Minx beionging firmiy in the ‘others’ group. A Mini Cooper couid 
carry it off, though. 

Done right, there was something ineffabiy tough, essentiai and functionai 
about going ‘au naturei’ that spoke of saving weight, of discarding the 
unnecessary, of keeping your competition iicence behind the sun visor. But it was 


a fine iine, and couid just as easiiy raise howis of derisive iaughter. 

Thanks to one car, though, bare steei wheeis (especiaiiy ones that are painted 
white) wili be remembered as being forever cooi. The Peugeot 106 Raiiye started 
iife in 1994 as a stripped-out 106 GTi with neo-raiiy ieanings, a screaming 1.3-iitre 
motor, cheap go-faster stripes (natch) and, best of aii, naked, iightweight 
Michelin Sport steei wheeis. Painted white. They were the perfect paring down 
statement: not just any oid steei wheeis, but iight, white ones. The seif-imposed 
poverty spec also included no power assistance for the steering, no electric 
windows and noABS. 

Against the clock the Rallye wasn’t fast, taking 10.6sec to reach 60mph from 
rest. But lOObhp and 7200rpm had seldom seemed quite so frenetic, and on a 
twisty road, thanks to its meagre 800kg mass and some well-judged suspension 
tweaks, it was mustard, and not the French kind. For the Series 2 car in 1997, a 
brawnier 1.6-litre engine was pressed into service and the steel wheels grew by 
half an inch in width to become 6 xl4in, and were therefore able to accommodate 
fatter tyres. Opinions were split on whether this was a good thing, both from an 
aesthetic and dynamic perspective, some preferring the broader stance and 
extra grip on offer, others lamenting the loss of ‘purity’ and playfulness. No two 
ways about it, though, steelies have never looked better. □ 
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ON SALE WEDNESDAY MARCH 25 


□ Lamborghini AventadorSV □ New Mercedes C63 AMG □ Zenos BIOS 
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HAS YO U£ 




If your car is over 3 years old, chances are your car warranty will have expired. 

Why risk wallet busting car repair bills? 

Protect your motor with my award-winning car warranty from Warrantywiae. 

I’ve designed it to offer the UK’s highest level of car warranty protection - bar none! 

Call or go online for a quote and get total peace of ^ | a, I ’|^ 

mind for any car up to 1 2 years old*. W 


Designed by Quttntin Wlllton 


WINNING V 1 


MOUCY 

BACK 


posmvi 


THEO PAPHITIS IS WARRANTY WISE 


Wan^antywtse are delighted that Theo has done the wise 
thing and priotected his jaw-dropping Msybaoh with a 
Warrantywi&e warranty. 


Read the full article al: www.warrantywise.co.uk/theo 


QUENTIN WILLSON’S GUIDE TO 
BEING WARRANTY WISE 


Watch as motonng expert and consumer 
champion. Quentin Willson, explains the benefits 
of a used car warranty from Warrantywisa. 


Watch Quentin'^ Guide 

warrantywise.co.uk/guide 


Call us 0fi Freephone 

0800 030 4569 


Get a Quote Online 

warranty wise .co.uk 

Follow US on Twitter 

@Warrantywise 


Warrantvwlse 


f Uke us on Facebook 

/Warrantywise 


The UK’s Best Used Car Warranty 





FULL LED HEADLIGHTS 


NAVIGATION SYSTEM 


DAB DIGITAL RADIO 


TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 
With £1,000 towards your deposit' and £99 service plan available* 


"C- 


Solutions Personal Contract Plan* representative example for the SEAT Leon SdrSE 1.2 TSI HOPS based on a 10,000'mile agreement. 

Duration; 36 months Full deposit; Acceptance £12S.D0 Option to purchase £60.00 Excess mileage chary e (perm A.Ap 

35 monthly payments Of*: £lfi5.00 SEAT UK Deposit ci^ntohution^: £1,000.00 Total payable by customer: £l?,93£.r6 Total amount payable: £18,93£-?'^ Representative APR: S.S0% 

Customer deposit; 0,791.66 Retail cash pricer £17,235.00 Optional final payment £7,405.10 Amount of credit; £17,443.34 Rate of interest! 5.17% 


'Atthecfidofttw»iiieefn<irttfwfe«rethreeoptlorif:Oi^ thevehide: pay the optfeoitnTiatpa^nefdtoiimttie vehicle; 10 rvhmi the vehicle; or iOrdptace^ pait exchange the vehkto^ tub^ to status. 

'*AvailablH when purchased cm SulutlDriS PersuhAl CcHitract PUfi. "Avallabti un SE a/id FR eroiivls only. £1,930 RRP retora to uprtlcmal spairtfkatleh If pricfed ind lvIduMJy. 'Deposit cOfitribudeii Is available |vh«n purchased pn Solgtluns. 
Retiil Sales only. ''Up to 3 yearsV 10,000 ml lei per annum 6vtiichevercomeiflrs1() when purchased with Solutions. ^T'ayable with first payment. ^Payable wtih optional final payment. *Sub}ectto agreed annual mileage. Retail Sales only. 
Offer available for vehicles ordered by 31sT March 7013 and delivered by 30th June 3013 from patticipaling Dealers, further charges may be payable If vehkie Is returned. Offers are net available in conjunction lelth: ariy other offer and 
maybe varied orurithdrawn at any time. Available to ifis and over. Subject to availability- conditions apply. Finance subject to status. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SEAT Rnartce. 

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon in mpg Citres per lOOkm); urban 32.5 (8.7) - 72.4 (3.9); extra-urban 49.6 
(5.7) - 91.1 (3.1); combined 42.8 (6.6) - 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions 154 - 87 g/km. 

eSa S€AT recommends Castiol E[>GE Professional 

mmm 


FCtLlairilS QHi 


seat.co.uk 






